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What should have been a 
simple case of Ottawa con-
ceding an error in stripping 
citizenship from Canadian-
born Deepan Budlakoti is 
turning into a Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms chal-
lenge. This is due to the 
Harper government’s refusal 
to accept evidence confirm-
ing Budlakoti’s status as a 
Canadian citizen.

“The legal team is in the 
process of getting a Char-
ter application completed,” 
Budlakoti told the Leveller.

A Charter application, or 
challenge, is a court case where 
a Canadian citizen argues that 
his or her rights as outlined 
in the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms (CCRF) 
have been violated. 

To support his case, Bud-
lakoti has been trying to get 
access to government docu-
ments concerning his case 
using Access to Information 
and Privacy (ATIP) requests.

“I’ve put in 54 ATIP re-
quests so far, and only received 
responses from five. A lot of 
ATIPs are getting modified or 
changed. They’re blocking in-
formation under sections 19, 
18, 17, 21, 22, and 28 of the 
Privacy Act,” he said.

According to an email 
sent from the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, Trade 
and Development Canada, 
retrieved by one of the five 
received ATIP requests, Otta-
wa continues to insist Bud-
lakoti is an Indian citizen, 

even when the Indian gov-
ernment has informed them 
that he is not.

Part of the email stated, 
“Mr. Deepan Budlakoti was 
born in 1989 in Canada to 
Indian citizens who were 
working for the Indian High 
Commission. As they had 
diplomatic immunity, even 
though Deepan was issued a 
birth certificate by Ontario, 
Canada considers him an 
Indian citizen. His parents 
left their job at the Indian 
High Commission shortly 
after Deepan’s birth.”

That information is veri-
fiably false, according to 
Budlakoti. 

“We got a letter from 
S.J.S. Chhatwal, the former 
High Commissioner of In-
dia to Canada at the time of 
my parents’ employment,” 
Budlakoti told the Leveller. 
“The letter confirms that my 
parents did not work [for the 
High Commission of India] 
‘in any capacity’ after June 
12, 1989. I was born in Oc-
tober. Therefore, my parents 
had no diplomatic privileg-
es or status whatsoever and 
by birth I am automatically 
a citizen [of Canada].”

This letter was given to the 
press, the Canada Border Ser-
vices Agency, Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada, and the 
immigration critics of both 
the NDP and Liberal parties.

“According to [the Indian 
government] and three differ-
ent lawyers in India, it’s im-
possible for me to be a citizen 
of India at this time,” he said. 

Under Indian law, na-
tionals must register chil-
dren born abroad within 
two years of birth to ensure 
their eligibility for citizen-
ship. By this time, Budalko-
ti’s parents had decided to 
make their home in Canada 
permanent and saw no rea-
son to register their Canadi-
an-born son with India.

Under Canadian law, Bud-
lakoti is a citizen of Canada 
because the 1977 Citizenship 
Act stipulates under Section 8 
that a person born on Cana-
dian soil is Canadian, unless 
his/her parents are working 
for a foreign government at 
the time of his birth. Children 
have this right by the legal 
principle of jus soli (right of 

soil) even if they do not have 
jus sanguinis (right of blood, 
i.e., ancestral ties to Canada).

The evidence of Budlakoti’s 
citizenship based on his par-
ents’ employment status with 
the High Commission of India 
calls into question Ottawa’s 
motivation for ignoring it.

Ottawa has been informed 
that India does not recognize 
Budlakoti as a citizen, and 
has been served evidence that 
Budlakoti’s family did not 
have diplomatic immunity 
at the time of his birth. Strip-
ping his Canadian citizenship 
by right of soil therefore ren-
ders him stateless.

Rather than correcting 
its error, Ottawa has been 
issuing documents claim-

ing Budlakoti is an Indian. 
Budlakoti’s legal team filed a 
Mandamus application, forc-
ing the government to issue 
him a work visa or disclose 
information concerning the 
case. Within 10 days, a work 
visa was issued, but as Bud-
lakoti notes, “the permit says 
that I am an Indian citizen. 
This is wrong information. It 
should say that I am stateless. 
But they are consistently try-
ing to issue documents stat-
ing that I am Indian, which 
is contrary to what is actually 
happening: I’m stateless.”

Canada is one of 53 states 
that have ratified the 1961 
Convention on the Reduction 
of Statelessness, which deals 
specifically with children’s 
rights at birth to have citizen-
ship and to avoid the loss of 
their citizenship if that loss 
would result in the person be-
coming stateless. Additionally, 
Article 15 of the UN Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
stipulates that all humans 
have the right to a nationality 
and to not be deprived of that 
nationality arbitrarily.

“It’s funny how Canada’s 
system allows the govern-
ment to make errors, but it 
seems like they are not re-
sponsible for the errors they 
make,” Budlakoti said. “If 
they cause an administra-
tive error, should they not 
be responsible for rectifying 
the issue? They told me for 
20 years that I am a citizen 
and now after 20 years I’m 
not a citizen? Completely 
outrageous.”

 

Wesley Petite

Hundreds of people 
called for an end to gender-
based violence during Ot-
tawa’s annual Take Back the 
Night march on Sept. 26. 

Organized by the Wom-
en’s Event Network, com-
munity groups joined 
student associations and 
individuals from numerous 
backgrounds, genders, and 
experiences in the ByWard 
Market calling for justice.

“Gender-based violence is 
still a major problem in our 
society, ” said Carleton gradu-
ate student Justine De Jagher.

“It’s great to get so many 
people out just to recognize 
that this is an issue and that 
we really need to organize 
around it.”

Approximately 200 peo-
ple participated in the march.

The march began at Min-
to Park and ended with in-
vigorating energy at an info 
fair held inside City Hall. 
The post-march get-together 

featured community groups 
including Sexual Assault 
Support Centre of Ottawa 
(SASC), Interval House, 
and Carleton University 
Womyn’s Centre.

Participants of the march 
stated a range of different per-
sonal reasons for attending.

For some, it was to re-
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Ottawa has been informed that India does 
not recognize Budlakoti as a citizen, and 
has been served evidence that Budlakoti’s 
family did not have diplomatic immunity 
at the time of his birth. Stripping his 
Canadian citizenship by right of soil 
therefore renders him stateless.

According to 
participant 
Leanorra Smith, 
the march helps 
create “a sense of 
solidarity, and a 
presence in the 
community. The 
effect that has 
on people on the 
side of the street 
watching, for 
me, is the most 
important part.”

Continued on page 3

Protesters take back Parliament Hill  Photo: Filip Szymanski

Charter challenge next step on long road to citizenship for Deepan Budlakoti

Protesters take back the night in annual march

claim space, while others de-
scribed it as a “ritual.”

According to participant 
Leanorra Smith, the march 
helps create “a sense of soli-
darity, and a presence in the 
community. The effect that 
has on people on the side of 
the street watching, for me, 
is the most important part.”

Concillia Muonde from 
SASC said, “the reason we 
do Take Back the Night is to 
raise awareness,” before add-
ing that, “the sad part is that 
we still have to do this after 
35 years.”

The Take Back the Night 
movement that was original-
ly organized in Philadelphia 

in 1975 in response to the 
murder of Susan Alexander 
Speech. 

Speech died after being 
stabbed by a stranger while 
walking home one night and 
her death was attributed to 
gender-based violence.

Deepan Budlakoti  Credit: Justice for Deepan
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Lev•el•ler
noun

1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office, 
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at  

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com
Join us
facebook  the Leveller: campus • community • culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

LeveL the Playing Field: a Call For SuStainerS
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. Community-based media needs 
community-funded support. Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution. 
Contact operations.the.leveller@gmail.com for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.

read.

The Leveller acknowledges that Ottawa is on unceded Algonquin territory.

I’m a  
       Leveller!

CorreCtions

The Leveller reported in Volume 
6, Issue 1, that Chris Hurl is the 
vice-president external for CUPE 
4600 Unit 1. He is, in fact, vice-
president external for CUPE 4600 
Unit 2. 

In the same issue, The Leveller 
reported that the email address 
for Adam Wang is adam_china@
gmail.com. His email is, in fact, 
Adam_china@hotmail.com. 

All twerk and no play make Level-
lers dull boys and girls.

not a Writer? 
not a ProBleM. 
there are Many 
WayS you Can Be 
a Part oF loCal, 
indePendent Media!

not a Writer? 
not a ProBleM. 
there are Many 
WayS you Can Be 
a Part oF loCal, 
indePendent Media!

Call For leVellerS

Behind the scenes, we need people to 
help with proofreading, copy editing, 
photography, design/layout, website/
social media, business, and especially 
distribution. Help us expand the 
Leveller by distributing newspapers to 
local businesses and organizations in 
your neighbourhood.

Build your skills as you contribute to 
strengthening independent media in 
your community.

The Levellers                                           
Editorial Board  Francella Fiallos  
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   Adam Kostrich 
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Rather than refer to those 
who have experienced sex-
ual violence as “victims,” a 
label which connotes pas-
sivity and weakness, many 
participants use and feel 
empowered by referring to 
those who have experienced 
such violence as “survivors.” 

It became obvious that 
the march wasn’t so much 
about fighting back as it was 
about letting survivors know 
they are not alone.

“We see women after 
abuse happens, so we made 
a commitment, as an orga-
nization, to education” ex-
plained Lula Adam, Public 
Educator for Interval House 
of Ottawa. 

For Adam, “Take Back the 
Night is a great way to say, 
yes, abuse is still happening.”

By being out in the open, 
the march is a beacon of sup-
port for those suffering sexu-
al and gender-based abuse.

Participant Ash Hunkin 
spoke passionately about 
how “a lot of what happens 
around sexualized violence 
is [about] silencing and feel-
ing like you’re the only one.”

The humiliation that of-
ten goes along with abuse 
can discourage a survivor 
from seeking out help. This 
can lead to tragic results.

Hunkin also mentioned 
how she “was really impressed 
this year that there was no seg-
regating the crowd.” 

A cisgendered, heterosex-
ual male may want to show 
support even though the 
event is thought to be sym-
bolic struggle of women and 
sexual minorities.

Muonde explained “a 

lot of times we ask men to 
march at the back just so 
that they respect the space 
that women are in.”

However, this year’s march 
was a blended crowd of hope-
ful and determined faces. 
Many looked to support, not 
gender, to determine partici-
pation in the march.

The march is a statement 
about much more than the 
inability for women to feel 
comfortable walking home 
at night. Participants fre-
quently mentioned a con-
cern for all genders, chil-
dren, and the homeless. 

Participant Dillon Black 
said, “we need to bring in 
more nuance in the con-
versation. Every gender is 
affected by violence and 
structures of oppression, so 
it’s about recognizing every-
one’s voices.”

news
Speaking out

Continued from page 1

supporT for science liVes on
Scientists speak out in rally 

Elizabeth Robson gordon

What began as mock 
funeral for evidence-based 
decision making last year 
spawned an organization, 
Evidence 4 Democracy, 
whose Stand Up For Science 
Rally attracted hundreds 
of people on Sept. 16  who 
oppose the Harper govern-
ment’s muzzling of scientists.  

Parliament Hill was 
swamped by protesters clad 
in lab coats as similar events 
were held in 17 different cit-
ies across Canada, according 
to the Facebook page.

Evidence for Democracy’s 
demands include, “funding 
scientific research from basic 
science through to applied, 
using the best available sci-
ence and evidence to make 
the best decisions, [and] sup-
porting the open commu-
nication of publicly funded 
science to the public,” the 
Facebook page stated.

These demands were 
supported by the attendees, 
many of whom held signs 
saying, “What do we want? 
Science! When do we want it? 
After peer review!”  

The rally’s informative and 
entertaining speakers dem-
onstrated that people with 
scientific minds can analyze, 
critique, get angry, and speak 
out over unjust practices and 
processes and yet remain ra-
tional and civil.  

Dr. Jeremy Kerr, profes-
sor of biology at University 
of Ottawa, outlined this fed-
eral government’s “Orwellian 
four-point plan” of muzzling 
scientists, shifting funding, 
shutting down research de-
partments and organization, 
and shooting the messenger.

Although many of the 

speakers agreed that all do-
mains of science should be 
studied, there was concern 
that government funding is 
being downsized at the ex-
pense of basic – or funda-
mental – research. 

Gary Corbett, president of 
Professional Institute of Pub-
lic Service of Canada com-
pared the lack of research to 
a three-legged stool with one 
leg shortened – it can’t bal-
ance and will fall.

Corbett, who represents 
over 15,000 scientists, engi-
neers and researchers, em-
phasizes that the cuts are 
not just affecting back-office 
jobs, but “have undermined 
our scientists’ ability to serve 
the public good.”

These concerns are 
grounded in government at-
titudes as revealed by fund-
ing priorities. In 2009, for 
example, the Harper Govern-
ment added $17.5 million in 
new funding to the budget of 
the Social Sciences and Hu-
manities Research Council 
(SSHRC), demanding in the 
budget that “scholarships 
granted by the [SSHRC] will 
be focused on business-re-
lated degrees” in an official 
statement.

Dr. Kapil Khatter, associ-
ate editor at Open Medicine, 
spoke to the importance of 
using the best available sci-
entific evidence as a family 
physician to bring the best 
possible care to his patients. 
He also highlighted the fact 
that new discoveries that 
vastly improve health care 
and other areas, such as the 
MRI machine, often come 
out of disinterested scientific 
research which is not driven 
by desire to create a product. 

Some scientists and pub-

lic employees have noted 
that a culture of fear exists 
among managers and scien-
tists as an indirect form of 
political pressure.

Publicly-funded scientists 
are concerned about reper-
cussions and their job secu-
rity if they speak out. There 
can also be pressure to label 
reports and correspondence 
“for internal use only” to cir-
cumvent Access to Informa-
tion and Privacy requests.  

Other barriers from com-
municating with the public 
include communication poli-
cies that require Privy Coun-
cil approval or a communica-
tions officer for interviews.  

Excessive paperwork, 
underfunding, intellectual 
property issues limiting col-
laboration, and challenges 
in attending or speaking at 
scientific conferences all limit 
scientists’ ability to work and 
communicate efficiently. 

Corbett explained an un-
fortunate side effect: the me-
dia’s policies of secrecy “have 
led to a reduction in the num-
ber of reporters who even 
bother contacting federal sci-
entists. This is not the kind of 
democracy that I want to live 
in. Public science must be ac-
cessible to the public.”  

“We are grateful to those 
scientists who have risked 
their careers to speak out 
about muzzling,” he said. 

“And we are thankful to 
the many Canadians who are 
speaking out about the state 
of science in their country.”

To follow up on this rally, 
Evidence for Democracy will 
be hosting a panel discussion 
on science and democracy 
in Canada on Oct. 10, 2013 
from 7 p.m.- 9 p.m. at the 
University of Ottawa.

Speakers pictured from left: Gary Corbett, Dr. Jeremy Kerr , Dr. John Stone, Jessica McCormick, Dr. Kapil Khatter         Photo: Elizabeth Robson Gordon

hundreds proTesT fracking 
in new Brunswick
Mi’kmaq Warriors erect blockade, Elsipogtog First 
Nation to evict SWN Resources
Andy crosby

Protests against frack-
ing resumed in eastern New 
Brunswick as SWN Resources 
Canada prepared for an au-
tumn round of seismic test-
ing in September. The Texas-
based shale gas company had 
earlier retreated from Kent 
County for a period of eight 
weeks following intense pro-
tests and RCMP violence.

Fracking, or hydraulic 
fracturing, is the contro-
versial practice of injecting 
chemicals and water into 
the ground in order to break 
apart rock formations to re-
lease shale gas.

In late September, SWN 
moved five seismic testing 
trucks, called thumpers, 
into a fenced-in compound 
owned by the oligarchic Ir-
ving family at the junction 
of highways 134 and 11 in 
the town of Rexton.

According to the Hali-
fax Media Co-op, SWN’s fall 
campaign will focus on two 
seismic lines that run through 
Acadian and Indigenous 
communities, including the 
Elsipogtog First Nation.

On Sept. 29, RCMP 
blocked automobile access 
to the compound, where 
dozens of anti-fracking pro-
testers had gathered. Police 
injured two people and 
made two arrests.

In response, the Mi’kmaq 
Warriors Society moved be-
hind police lines and erect-
ed a blockade of their own.

On Oct. 1, the Elsipogtog 
Band Council issued a reso-
lution demanding SWN va-
cate their territory within 24 
hours. Chief Arren Sock read 
the resolution to an estimat-
ed crowd of 500 people as-
sembled near the blockade, 
according to the New Bruns-
wick Media Co-op.

According to Sock, the El-
sipogtog First Nation and the 
Signitog District Grand Coun-
cil – representing Indigenous 
peoples in the Maritime 
provinces – are immediately 
“reclaiming responsibility for 
stewardship of all unoccu-
pied reserved native lands in 
their territory.” 

In response, SWN sought 
and were granted a court 
injunction, authorizing po-
lice to “arrest, remove and 
remand anyone in contra-
vention of the order not to 
impede traffic, and to allow 
SWN to carry out its explora-
tion activities without harass-
ment,” according to the CBC.

New Brunswick Premier 
David Alward has since met 
with the First Nation, and the 
RCMP were put on high alert, 
with at least 30 officers on site. 

As of Oct. 4, the RCMP 
restricted all access to the 
Mi’kmaq Warriors’ blockade.

Francella Fiallos

What started out with 
a mere $40 donation and 
single phone line has now 
grown into a full-fledged or-
ganization with real impact 
in the community.

For the past 30 years, the 
Sexual Assault Support Cen-
tre of Ottawa (SASC) has 
been providing survivors 
with resources, materials, 
counselling, and assistance 
as they navigate through the 
aftermath of sexual assault.

To commemorate three 
decades in the community, a 
reception and screening of a 
documentary film on SASC’s 
history was held at Cube Gal-
lery on Sept. 19. On the same 
day, SASC held their annual 
general meeting (AGM) and 
informed attendants of offi-
cial statistics and figures ac-
cumulated over 2013.

This past year, SASC re-
ceived 45,000 crisis support 
calls and held 7,000 indi-
vidual counselling sessions, 
according to the figures re-
leased during SASC’s AGM.

Sexual assault cases in Ot-
tawa have consistently been 
on the rise, according to of-
ficial police reports.

In 2012, there were 366 
sexual assault reported to the 
police – a significant increase 
since 2008, when there were 
299 reports. 

Moreover, 78 per cent of 
all sexual assault crimes are 
not reported to the police, 
according to SASC.

Still, SASC is continu-
ously growing year after year 
thanks in part to new volun-
teers and supporters. Close 
to 150 people attended the 
centre’s anniversary recep-
tion, official organizers said.

According to SASC volun-
teer Amanda, who preferred 
not to divulge her last name, 
the large crowd is a testa-

ment to how much SASC has 
changed since 1983.

“It has expanded. More 
people know about it. It 
has more funding through 
donations.” 

The philosophy of SASC, 
as published on its website, 
states that “sexual violence...
is about power and con-
trol.” Survivors who consult 
SASC’s services are not pres-
sured by volunteers or staff 
to go to the police to report 
the incident. 

This is done to ensure a 
higher sense of empowerment 
and agency, Amanda said.

“I feel like survivors have 
to do certain things and at 
SASC, we support people’s 
choices to do what’s right for 
them,” Amanda said.

Eight women started the 
SASC collective out of each 
other’s basements in 1983. 

Instead of relying mostly 
on professional help, SASC 
uses a peer-support model 
for survivors to provide the 
services women need during 
times of crisis.

As the name suggests, 
support is a key element of 
SASC. Volunteers and staff 
members provide a 24-hour 

crisis line, support groups, 
advocacy programs, and 
counselling services to any-
one requiring assistance after 
a sexual assault.

In addition, there are spe-
cial groups and initiatives 
that seek to address particular 
issues cross-cutting gender-
based violence, such as the 
Young Women at Risk and 
Women and War programs.

Still, public relations co-
ordinator Concillia Muonde 
believes that despite chang-
ing attitudes and progress, 
the issues SASC faced 30 
years ago remain alive.

“We still struggle to meet 
the demands of the services 
we provide,” she said.

Muonde said that SASC 
has faced additional odds be-
cause of funding cuts. “Sexu-
al assault is not going down, 
the law is not on our side.”

It is only appropriate that 
a documentary film about 
SASC be titled Against All 
Odds, Muonde said. 

The film traces the three 
decades in SASC’s history 
as told by founding mem-
bers, donors, volunteers, 
and survivors.

Scattered throughout the 
film are dramatic representa-
tions of survivors as they re-
count their stories of incest, 
ritualized abuse, continuous 
sexual assault, and living 
through genocide.

Olympic athlete and Otta-
wa resident Elizabeth Manley 
spoke before the film screen-
ing and talked about her own 
connection with SASC.

“SASC inspired me to 
look at my own life and 
women need to be able to 
reach out and ask for help,” 
Manley said.

‘The women we support 
are survivors. It’s symbolic 
of our centre,” Muonde said. 
“It’s symbolic of the many 
years we’ve survived.”

sexual assaulT supporT 
cenTre of oTTawa Turns 30
Survivor support still strong

Instead of 
relying mostly 
on professional 
help, SASC 
uses a peer-
support model 
for survivors 
to provide the 
services women 
need during 
times of crisis.
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TuiTion musT go! down, ThaT is
Federal NDP champion the student interest

Carleton University

International Student 
Town Hall

∙Immigration Consultant
∙Free Pizza
∙Free ISIC Card

Come out for free pizza and a run down on the services available at 
Carleton for international students. Also, if you are considering immigrat-
ing to Canada, there will be a presentation by a registered consultant, 
who will be available to answer questions.  

12-2pm Wednesday, October 9, 2013
Fenn Lounge in Residence Commons at Carleton

From a �eld of dreams...

In the summer of 2013, the Carleton Graduate Students’ Association began 
consulting with Algonquin elders to create a name for the garden that recog-
nizes that Carleton University is located on unceded Algonquin territory. Algon-
quin Elders have named the garden Kitigànensag, which means “little gardens”. 
This name demonstrates that as a community, our vision of student food sover-
eignty involves solidarity with the struggle for Indigenous sovereignty.  Thanks 
to all the volunteers that made the garden and the �rst growing season possi-
ble.

to Kitigànensag- the GSA Carleton 
Community Garden in a year.

Kitigànensag 
GSA Carleton Community Garden

Adam carroll

If we want to eliminate tu-
ition fees entirely we must first 
stop its rapid increases, said 
federal NDP Education critic 
Dan Harris in an exclusive in-
terview with the Leveller.

“Tuition fees are going to 
continue to rise and...educa-
tion is going to become less 
accessible unless we do some-
thing about it,” Harris said in 
his interview with the Leveller, 
echoing the concerns made by 
the Canadian Centre for Poli-
cy Alternatives (CCPA).

On Sept. 11, the CCPA re-
leased Degrees of Uncertainty, a 
report detailing the rising cost 
of post-secondary tuition and 
other educational expenses in 
Canada.

The report outlines that 
since 1991 the average tu-
ition in Canada went from 
$1,464 in 1991 to  $6,348 
in 2012 – and the report esti-
mated that by 2017 the aver-
age tuition will be as high as 
$7,437. 

Overall, adjusting for in-
flation, tuition has tripled 
since 1991.

“Part of the government’s 
job is to let Canadians know 
the current state of affairs. 
And of course, the current 
Conservative government 
likes to avoid anything that 
might make it look like they 
aren’t doing a good job,” 
Harris said.

“The [Employment and 

Social Development] minis-
ter has been completely si-
lent on student debt [and] we 
heard nothing from [the new 
minister] Jason Kenney or 
even the previous  minister.”

Harris went on to talk 
about how the federal gov-
ernment needs to play a 
more active role in education 
and how “[federal] grants 
have been fairly stagnant in 
recent years.”

Harris did not just talk 
about the problems with the 
Conservative government, he 
also talked about proposed 
NDP solutions.

“[In our last election 
platform] we had promised 
to give the provinces $800 
million dollars in order for 
them to help lower tuition 
fees. At the very least, this 
would help students stave off 
tuition fees.”

Harris added that a new 
figure was being considered 

for their next platform.
Still, according to the 

CCPA, “when measured as a 
proportion of GDP, federal 
cash transfers for post-sec-
ondary education have de-
clined by 50 per cent between 
1992–93 and 2011–12.” 

In order to make up for 
the lost money, universities 
came to be dependant on 
private sources,  predomi-
nantly tuition fees. 

Back in 1989, the govern-
ment provided, on average, 
62 per cent of universities 
overall operating revenue, 
according to a study by the 
Ontario Confederation of 
University Faculty Associa-
tions (OCUFA). 

In contrast, the same study 
reported that government 
sources only accounted for 
around 58 per cent of their 
operating revenue in 2009. 

Consequently, this 
meant that in the same time 

period, tuition fees propor-
tionally rose from 14 to 35 
per cent of universities’ op-
erating revenue.

“The Canadian Fed-
erations of Students (CFS) 
wants there to be permanent 
funds put in place, much like 
the Canadian health transfer, 
for education,” Harris said 
and suggested this as one 
of the potential options the 
NDP is considering.

“We’re looking at every-
thing across the board.”

When asked if Harris sup-
ports the CFS’s ultimate goal 
of eliminating tuition, he re-
plied: “before you can look 
at reversing that trend [of ris-
ing tuition] you actually have 
to stop it in its tracks,” but he 
supported the idea of elimi-
nating tuition if “we can of 
course prove it’s going to 
both improve the situation 
for students and the Cana-
dian economy.” 

Harris noted that such a 
goal is unlikely in the short-
term considering most prov-
inces’ fiscal situations.

Harris ended off the in-
terview announcing that he, 
along with NDP leader Thom-
as Mulcair, are going to launch 
“a national tour, meeting and 
talking to students [all across 
Canada]. You can’t exist in a 
vacuum, you have to go out 
and actually hear what people’s 
experiences are, hear what they 
need and what they want to ef-
fectively tailor policies.”

The report outlines that since 1991 
the average tuition in Canada 
went from $1,464 in 1991 to  
$6,348 in 2012 – and the report 
estimated that by 2017 the average 
tuition will be as high as $7,437. 
Overall, adjusting for inflation, 
tuition has tripled since 1991.
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Andy crosby

TransCanada Corpora-
tion representatives will 
wrap up their pipeline pro-
motional tour aimed at sell-
ing the Energy East pipeline 
to the Canadian public in 
mid-October.

The 55-year-old, 3,000 ki-
lometre natural gas pipeline 
requires a conversion in or-
der to sustain the flow of 1.1 
million barrels per day of Al-
berta tar sands oil, according 
to the company’s website.

TransCanada plans to 
extend the pipeline 1,400 
km from Cornwall to Saint 
John, N.B.

TransCanada claims that 
the economic benefits, in 
the form of job creation 
and enhanced GDP and tax 
revenues, outweigh the envi-
ronmental risks as laid out in 
a company-commissioned 
study carried out by Deloitte 
& Touche LLP.

But concerned citizens 
aren’t buying it.

“stakeholder engagement” as 
Pr stunt

Pipeline opponents 
turned out across the country 
to a series of 59 “Energy East 
Open Houses” organized 
by TransCanada in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Ontario, Quebec, and New 
Brunswick between July 23 
and Oct. 15.

In North Bay, concerned 
citizens with SaveCanada 
took issue with the format of 
TransCanada’s Open House, 
calling it “a new tactic to si-
lence opposition.”

In a video published on 
their website, the organiza-
tion expressed that, “instead 
of holding a town hall which 
would allow citizens to see 
how many others are con-
cerned, they have a trade 
show format where an army 
of TransCanada reps can lim-
it questions and conversa-
tions to a one-on-one level.”

Concerned that Trans-
Canada’s efforts minimized 
the optics of community op-
position and scrutiny, Save-
Canada activists donned 
shirts identical to those 
worn by TransCanada reps 
bearing the SaveCanada 
logo and engaged with com-
munity members associ-
ated with piping tar sands 
oil through their town and 
across the country.

In Terrebonne, Que.,  the 
Coalition Vigilance Oléo-
ducs (COVO) employed a 
similar tactic.

The municipality of L’Islet 
in southeastern Quebec ad-
opted a resolution seeking 
the Bureau d’audiences pub-
liques sur l’environnement 
(BAPE) – Quebec’s environ-
mental regulatory Board – to 
conduct a public study after 
widespread concerns over 
the long-term impacts of the 
pipeline project.

Environmental groups and 
some politicians have vowed 
to block construction efforts.

Edmundston, New 
Brunswick mayor Cyrille Si-

mard expressed fear in his 
blog over a potential spill 
that could threaten the city’s 
water supply, and censured 
TransCanada’s tactics of em-
ploying “unilingual agents, 
threats, harassment, and 
even intimidation towards 
property owners, invasive 
prospecting techniques with-
out explanation, and actions 
that are quite worrisome for 
myself and City Council.”

TransCanada also claims 
to be committed to “build-
ing long-term relationships” 
and to consult with Aborigi-
nal communities whose 
lives may be impacted by the 
company’s activities. Trans-
Canada even employed an 
Aboriginal relations firm 
during its cross-country 
blitz, although critics have 
noted a lack of transparency 
as the company has not dis-
closed any details regarding 
negotiations.

 
shoddy reCords abound

While TransCanada 
claims to take environmen-
tal concerns seriously, the 
company’s actions reveal 
otherwise.

In May 2012, TransCan-
ada fired whistleblower 
engineer Evan Vokes who, 
after attempting unsuccess-
fully to address pipeline 
safety concerns through the 
company’s chain of com-
mand, filed a complaint 
with the National Energy 
Board (NEB) over allega-
tions of non-compliance 
regarding welding regula-
tions as well as the compe-
tency of pipeline builders 
and inspectors.

The NEB verified the ac-
curacy of the allegations via 
internal audit and further 
expressed concerns over the 
company’s “internal man-
agement and procedures” in 
a letter to the company, ac-
cording to the CBC.

Despite the best efforts 
of both industry and gov-
ernment’s public relations 
teams, the reality of oil 
spills and pipeline ruptures 
in recent memory contin-
ues to haunt proponents 
of Canada attaining super-
power status as resource-
based export economy.

Recent oil disasters in 
Cold Lake, Alta., and May-
flower, Ark., surrounded by 
a series of ongoing smaller 
spills have highlighted that 
the energy transport industry 
is both unsustainable and 
dangerous.

Sarnia’s St. Clair River ex-
perienced at least two pipeline 
spills since June, the latest a 
Sun-Canadian rupture spill-
ing 200 barrels of diesel fuel 
in mid-September.  Local In-
digenous communities rely 
on the river for drinking water.

According to the Trans-
portation and Safety Board 
(TSB), the number of “inci-
dents” involving pipelines 
has steadily increased since 
2003, with 173 incidents re-
ported in 2012. The TSB doc-
umented that 89 per cent of 
incidents resulted in “release 

of product.”
Recent activities have 

helped amplify the voices of 
opponents of the Enbridge 
Line 9 reversal proposal who 
are quick to remind the pub-
lic of the 2010 (and ongo-
ing) disaster in Michigan’s 
Kalamazoo River. Enbridge’s 
Line 6B ruptured spilling an 
estimated 20,000 barrels of 
diluted bitumen destroying 
55 kilometres of the river and 
costing taxpayers over $1 bil-
lion to date in cleanup efforts.

Similar in scope to En-
ergy East and Line 6B, Line 
9 would also see an anti-
quated pipeline converted 
to withstand flows of corro-
sive diluted bitumen from 
the Alberta’s tar sands across 
densely populated areas, and 
Indigenous territories, in 
Ontario and Quebec.

Tensions continue to 
mount following the shut-
down of the Westover pump-
ing station by activists for a 
number of days in late June. 

NEB hearings are sched-
uled for October.

 
ottawa resistanCe Continues

Despite TransCanada’s 
tactics of spying on anti-
pipeline activists and en-
couraging security agencies 
to lay anti-terrorism charges 
for forms of non-violent pro-
test, residents of Ottawa con-
tinue to organize opposition 
to all pipeline projects slated 
to intersect the city and sur-
rounding region. 

TransCanada’s strategy to 
suppress pipeline opposition 
was recently revealed in a 
Freedom of Information file 
on Keystone XL opponents 
in Nebraska. TransCanada 
continues to meet with gov-
ernment departments in Ot-
tawa, according to the Regis-
try of Lobbyists.

Activists organized an an-
ti-Line 9 rally in late August 
and an anti-Energy East pro-
test in late September as part 
of the Tar Free 613 campaign.

The Sept. 29 demon-
stration was organized by 
Ecology Ottawa as a “Rally 
for the Rideau River” and 
included a canoe ride and 
march which descended on 
City Hall. Local environ-
mentalists distributed a pe-
tition which has garnered 
over 2,300 signatures in-
cluding the support of lo-
cal politicians.

On Oct. 10, TransCana-
da will wrap up its “Open 
House” Ontario tour in 
Stittsville at the Johnny Ler-
oux Community Arena.

According to a Facebook 
event page organized by Dec-
Line 9 Ottawa, “the coalition 
of groups opposing the En-
ergy East pipeline will be at-
tending TransCanada’s open 
house to provide alternative 
information to the public re-
lations spin that TransCana-
da is doling out.”

Due to increased public 
pressure and other concerns, 
TransCanada announced on 
Oct. 3 that they would delay 
filing the Energy East applica-
tion with the NEB until 2014.

magazine

Transcanada wraps up 
pipeline pr sTunT in oTTawa
Energy East comes under increased scrutiny

Adam carroll

Hundreds of people 
showed up to the Rally for the 
Rideau River at the steps of 
City Hall on Sept. 29. 

From a modest 50 march-
ers to a rousing 200-person 
congregation for the conclud-
ing event, this demonstration 
went off without a hitch. 

This event began at Vin-
cent Massey Park, just south 
of Carleton University, where 
dozens of people marched – 
and a few others canoed – 
10 kilometres all the way to 
City Hall. At 1:00 p.m., the 
demonstrators reached their 
destination and congregated 
with a larger crowd to hear 
speeches from various con-
cerned speakers. 

The march and rally was in 
protest of the proposed Energy 
East pipeline that would pass 
through the city of Ottawa. 

“They call [the proposed 
Energy East pipeline] a ‘na-
tion-builder’ pipeline, and 
that’s the only thing Prime 
Minister Harper has correct. 
That this pipeline is a na-
tional builder, as it’s going 
to unite movements across 
the country to fight against 
the neoliberal agenda and 
big oil,” announced Clayton 
Thomas-Muller at the start 
of what some called the “Tar 
Free 613 rally” at City Hall.

“We’re concerned about 
the radical and reckless ex-
pansion of the oil industry in 
Alberta, and any pipeline fa-
cilitates further climate deg-
radation” Graham Saul, the 
executive director of Ecology 
Ottawa, told the Leveller.

Ecology Ottawa, a grass-
roots environmental group 
co-founded seven years ago 
by Saul, organized the dem-
onstration. Additionally, the 

event featured speakers, per-
formers, and attendees in-
cluding ClimateFast, 350.org, 
the international grassroots 
environmental group, Coun-
cil of Canadians, Indigenous 
groups, the Sierra Club, Eliza-
beth May (via telephone), 
various musicians, union rep-
resentatives, and women from 
the Unitarian Church of Ot-
tawa. The NDP also submitted 
statements in support, which 
were read to the crowd.

Specifically, Saul noted 
that the proposed Energy 
East pipeline from Trans-
Canada “is designed to help 
facilitate a radical expansion 
of the tar sands industry.” 

This proposed pipeline, he 
continued, is “a direct threat 
to the Rideau River and com-
munities in Ottawa. A spill 
would sweep right through 
the downtown area of Ottawa 
with destructive impacts on 
the historic heritage river.”

“This rally exists to send 
a message to officials across 
Ottawa and [the] govern-
ment,”  Ben Powless from 
Ecology Ottawa, the key Tar 
Free 613 Ecology Ottawa or-
ganizer, told the Leveller.  

Other groups marching 
had similar sentiments. 

“Our mission is to resolve 
the climate crisis...to make 
sure that all oil stays in the 
ground,” Muthanna Sub-
baiah, chair of the Ottawa 
chapter of the international 
climate change fighting group 
350.org, told the Leveller. 

“We’re opposed to all 
[new] infrastructure that 
facilitates the expansion of 
oil.” When asked why his 
group was participating in 
the event, Subbaiah noted, 
“We’re all in this together.” 

Around one hour into the 
march, the demonstrators 

met up with canoers over 
Billings Bridge, dropped a 
banner, and started chant-
ing “Tar Free 613!” to pass-
ing cars. Honking ensued. 

Around 12:30 p.m., the 
marchers stopped halfway to 
enjoy free food, drinks and 
coffee provided by Ecology 
Ottawa, Bridgehead and the 
Unitarian Church of Ottawa.

“I always had a concern 
about the environment, 
[but] I’m feeling mixed, [I’m] 
not sure if this type of event 
works,” Gord Creelman, an 
environmentally concerned 
attendee, told the Leveller. 

Still, Jill McCarther, one 
of the social media volun-
teers, observed that “the 
rally is really well-organized 
[and] everyone knows what 
they’re doing.” 

She noted that Ecology Ot-
tawa is a “solution-based or-
ganization...[rather than just] 
an opposition organization.” 
Ecology Ottawa has been 
pushing for alternative renew-
able energy for years and is 
currently involved with the 
Community Energy Network 
of Eastern Ontario. Addition-
ally, the group has been work-
ing with the Ottawa Renew-
able Energy Co-operative and 
the Wintergreen Renewable 
Energy Co-op to directly pro-
mote these safer industries. 

Gaye Taylor, a sessional 
English literature professor 
at the University of Ottawa, 
shared that her particular in-
terest in environmental ac-
tivism was about “reach[ing] 
beyond the choir” and “talk-
ing straight to people.”

Many of the organizers 
and demonstrators involved 
felt that the rally conveyed 
an accessible and clear mes-
sage to everyone: Keep the 
613 tar free.

“You can’T prorogue climaTe change”
Protesters storm City Hall for Rally for the Rideau River

Photo: Adam Carroll
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sam Heaton

The Ottawa Group for 
Irish Unity, Friends of Sinn 
Féin, and the Labourers’ In-
ternational Union of North 
America hosted Dublin 
City councilor Mícheál Mac 
Donncha to speak on the 
1913 Dublin Lockout and its 
legacy on Oct. 4. 

The speaking tour comes 
on the heels of the release 
of a new book, Lockout 1913 
Austerity 2013, to which Mac 
Donncha contributed two 
chapters.

In 1913, Ireland was un-
der the direct rule of the Brit-
ish government. At the time, 
Dublin was a city of “deep 
inequality and dire poverty,” 
said Mac Donncha. 

“Up to 100,000 people 
in a city of 300,000 lived in 
slum housing, and these were 
slums of the worst kind.” 
The infant mortality rate in 
Dublin was comparable to 
those of Calcutta or Moscow 
at the time, according to Mac 
Donncha.

In December 1908, 
James Larkin founded the 
Irish Transport and General 
Workers’ Union (TGWU). 
“Larkin’s idea with that 
union was to organize the 
unorganized. Dublin had 
no major manufactur-
ing industries apart from 
food processing, brewing, 
and some small light in-
dustries. It was a capital 
where commerce was car-
ried on, import, export, and 
some transport work at the 
docks,” said Mac Donncha.

Before long, Larkin se-
cured the support of most of 
Dublin’s dockworkers and 
transport workers. In 1911 
came the founding of the 
Irish Women Workers’ Union 
(IWWU), one of the first 
women’s trade unions. A year 
later, William Martin Murphy 
founded an employers’ feder-
ation in Dublin, determined 
to smash “Larkinism” once 
and for all.

Larkin and James Con-
nolly, the other foremost 
leader of the TGWU, be-
lieved in the importance of 
organizing workers across 
all sectors into one union to 
be most effective. From that 
came the slogans of the Irish 
TGWU: “One Big Union” 
and “An Injury to One is the 
Concern of All.”

The first half of 1913 saw 
many strikes in Dublin and 
across the country. In August 
1913, William Martin Mur-
phy dismissed 40 workers 
from the Irish Independent 
newspaper dispatch depart-
ment. Murphy owned the 
newspaper, as well as the 
tramway system in the city, 
department stores, hotels, 
and other property.

Mac Donncha said a 
sympathy strike of workers 
at another newspaper saw 
them fired as well. Tram driv-
ers were dismissed for being 
TGWU members. Dublin em-
ployers then forced workers 
across sectors to sign a pledge 
promising to not join or as-
sist in any way the TGWU.

According Mac Donn-
cha, despite the poverty and 
absence of any state welfare, 
some 25,000 workers refused 
the pledge and were hence 
locked out of their workplaces. 

“On the first weekend 
of the lockout, the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police attacked 
the workers not only on the 
street, on picket lines at dem-
onstrations, but also in their 
homes,” he said. “Many of 
the homes of the workers 
were invaded by police, and 
their meager belongings and 
furniture smashed up.”

The new book on the 
1913 lockout compiles for 
the first time the names of 
the workers killed by police 
during the lockout. 

Larkin called a mass 
demonstration for Aug. 31, 
1913. The British authorities 
promptly banned participa-
tion in the demonstration. 

Defying the ban, thousands 
gathered on Sackville Street. 
Before Larkin could speak, a 
police baton charge ensued 
and hundreds were injured.

Mac Donncha empha-
sized the continuity between 
the Irish republican, wom-
en’s and workers’ struggles. 
Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington, 
founding member of both 
the Irish Women’s Franchise 
League and the IWWU, was 
jailed with James Connolly 
at Mountjoy during the Lock-
out. The major leaders of 
the 1916 Easter Rising, such 
as Connolly, Pádraig Pearse, 
Tomás Mac Donnchadha, 
Éamonn Ceannt, and Tomás 
Ághas all took the side of the 
workers in 1913.

The lockout lasted until 
early 1914. One of its main 
achievements was the estab-
lishment of the Irish Citizens’ 
Army in 1913, one of the first 
workers’ militias in Europe 
organized to defend against 
the police attacks.

The lockout ended incon-
clusively. “Neither side could 
claim outright victory,” said 
Mac Donncha. “Most of the 
workers were starved back 
to work, in essence. Many 
of the workers refused to 
sign the pledge, but many of 
the employers had dropped 
the requirement to enforce 
the pledge…The employers 
had failed to smash the Irish 
TGWU or the other unions.”

“We called this small book 
that we put together Lockout 
1913 Austerity 2013 because 
it’s not just an exercise in 
looking back and recalling 
history, it’s also to show its 
relevance today. Sadly, today, 
many of the rights that work-
ers in Ireland and across the 
globe campaigned for and 
achieved in subsequent years 
are under threat” said Mac 
Donncha.

Mac Donncha called this 
a legacy of the “Thatcher-
ism that came to the fore in 
the 1990s…We now have a 
situation of mass unemploy-
ment: on an island of just 
under six million people, we 
have almost half a million 
people unemployed. Roughly 
300,000 people have emigrat-
ed in the last four years.”

“It’s very important that in 
that context we look back to 
1913 and to the watchword of 
that time: ‘An Injury to One is 
the Concern of All.’”

an injurY To one is an injurY To all 
Looking back on the 1913 Dublin Lockout and fighting 
austerity in 2013

“We called this 
small book that 
we put together 
Lockout 1913 
Austerity 2013 
because it’s not 
just an exercise 
in looking back 
and recalling 
history, it’s 
also to show 
its relevance 
today.”

Police baton charge during the 1913 Dublin Lockout 
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charte des valeurs québécoises 
Faire le point

Les Sans-culottes étaient les révolutionnaires 
radicaux pendant la Révolution française (vers 
1789). Leur nom émanait des pantalons qu’ils 
portaient au lieu de la culotte courte et des 
bas, portés par les nobles et les bourgeois.

Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en 
français pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.
Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com, et aidez-nous à diversifier notre 
contenu!
Si vous avez de l’expérience dans la révision de textes 
en français, contactez-nous!

le Leveller étend 
ses branches!

Josée Madéia

Comment faire chant-
er haut et fort l’éloge de 
l’inclusion et de l’antiracisme 
par un Rest of Canada pr-
esque unanime? Faites men-
tion de la Charte des valeurs 
québécoises.

Depuis que Bernard Dra-
inville, Ministre responsable 
des Institutions démocra-
tiques et de la Participation 
citoyenne, a dévoilé les prop-
ositions du gouvernement 
quant à la Charte des valeurs 
québécoises le 10 septem-
bre dernier, les médias an-
glophones s’en prennent à 
la Belle Province à coup de 
manchettes et accusations 
qui, à maintes reprises, fris-
ent le ridicule.

mais de quoi est-il question ?

Les orientations présen-
tées par le ministre péquiste 
et sur lesquelles les Québé-
cois sont invités à donner 
leur avis  énoncent cinq 
propositions : « modifier la 
Charte québécoise des droits 
et libertés de la personne », 
afin d’y inscrire la neutralité 
de l’État, le caractère laïc 
des institutions publiques, 
ainsi que les balises pour 
encadrer les demandes 
d’accommodement ; « énon-
cer un devoir de réserve et de 
neutralité pour le personnel de 
l’État, dans l’exercice de ses 
fonctions », la neutralité reli-
gieuse s’ajoutant à la neutral-
ité politique déjà admise ; « 
encadrer le port des signes 
religieux ostentatoires », ceci 
s’appliquant à l’ensemble 
des personnels de l’État dans 
l’exercice de leur fonction, 
c’est-à-dire tant au fonction-
naire travaillant dans un 
ministère qu’à l’enseignant 
d’une école primaire ou sec-
ondaire, au policier comme 
à l’auxiliaire dans un hôpital 
ou à l’éducatrice en garderie ; 
« rendre obligatoire le visage à 
découvert lorsqu’on donne ou 
reçoit un service de l’État » et « 
établir une politique de mise en 
œuvre pour les organismes de 
l’État pour assurer leur neutral-
ité religieuse et pour gérer les 
demandes d’accommodement 
religieux ».

le raCisme, l’exClusion et la 
Poutre (dans l’œil du Canada 
anglais)

Comme le souligne Dar-
ryl Leroux, de la Coop média, 
les médias anglophones se 
sont portés à la défense de 
l’inclusion sociale, brossant 
un portrait peu reluisant d’un 
Québec unanimement raciste 
dans un Canada tolérant et 
accueillant. Si le Canada an-
glais s’offusque sans retenue 
du manque d’ouverture dont 
fait preuve le Québec avec 
cette Charte, notamment 
en ce qui a trait au port de 
signes religieux dits ostenta-
toires, les formes moins vis-
ibles d’exclusion ne font pas 
l’objet d’un même examen 
de conscience public. Ainsi, 
les obstacles de plus en plus 
nombreux quant à l’accès aux 
services de santé, à des loge-
ments salubres, ou encore à 

de neutralité religieuse jusque 
dans leur tenue vestimentaire.

Dès la proposition du 
gouvernement connue, une 
opposition se fait entendre. 
Plusieurs personnalités des 
milieux juridique, philos-
ophique et journalistique, 
des souverainistes et des fé-
déralistes, se regroupent et 
publient un Manifeste pour 
un Québec inclusif. Con-
sidérant que l’initiative du 
gouvernement constitue « 
un recul pour le Québec », 
les initiateurs de ce mani-
feste appellent les citoyens à 
l’appuyer et à le diffuser. Au 
cœur de ce manifeste, une af-
firmation : « Rendre invisible 
les appartenances culturelles 
et religieuses est une tenta-

tive naïve et illusoire de nier 
le fait incontournable du 
pluralisme au sein de nos so-
ciétés ouvertes. Une concep-
tion d’autant plus naïve que 
certains parmi nous portons 
nos divergences culturel-
les, ethniques et religieuses 
sur les traits de nos visages 
et la couleur de notre peau. 
[…] le véritable test de la la-
ïcité est d’accepter à la fois la 
visibilité des différences et la 
nécessité d’un consensus au 
sujet de l’esprit de tolérance 
et d’impartialité qui doit 
gouverner nos interactions 
dans le respect de ces dif-
férences ». Malgré le soutien 
à la Charte exprimé par une 
cinquantaine de personnali-
tés québécoises, notamment 

un droit de recours pour les 
travailleurs migrants, peuvent 
être ignorés sans scrupules.  
Pour sa part, Syed Hussan, de 
rabble.ca, rappelle à ce sujet 
qu’« aucun gouvernement, 
qu’il soit provincial ou fé-
déral, ne fait exception à la rè-
gle : les individus racialisés et 
défavorisés économiquement 
ne bénéficient pas des mêmes 
droits que leurs concitoyen.
ne.s dans ce pays » (traduc-
tion libre).

Par ailleurs, ces médias 
très critiques envers le Qué-
bec ont omis de noter que 
les critiques les plus éloquen-
tes et réfléchies du projet de 
Charte proviennent à même 
la province.

 
aCCommodements et laïCité – 
un Peu d’histoire

 
En 2007, suite à une 

série de cas médiatisés 
d’accommodements rai-
sonnables, le gouverne-
ment québécois, dirigé 
par le libéral Jean Charest, 
lance la Commission de 
consultation sur les pra-
tiques d’accommodements 
reliées aux différences cul-
turelles (la Commission 
Bouchard-Taylor). En 2008, 
cette Commission publie 
un rapport de 310 pages et 
formule plusieurs recom-
mandations, notamment en 
matière d’apprentissage de 
la diversité, de soutien aux 
pratiques d’harmonisation, 
d’intégration et 
d’interculturalisme. En ce 
qui a trait à la laïcité, la 
Commission recommandait 
de « clarifier et soumettre au 
débat public les questions 
au sujet desquelles des con-
sensus restent à construire ». 
— Est-ce ce débat qui est en 
train de se faire ?

 Élément clé de l’analyse 

de la Commission : le nom-
bre de cas d’accommodement 
devant les tribunaux a tou-
jours été très faible et les cas 
médiatisés qui ont soulevé 
inquiétude et mécontente-
ment ont souvent fait l’objet 
d’une couverture trompeuse 
ou erronée. Autrement dit, 
la crise du moment, note le 
rapport, est d’abord une « 
crise des perceptions».

 Cette perception popu-
laire des accommodements 
pousse le Parti québécois, au 
pouvoir depuis septembre 
2012, à tenter de  définir ce que 
doit être la laïcité de l’espace 
politique et étatique. Loin de 
la « laïcité ouverte » suggérée 
par la Commission Boucha-
rd-Taylor, qui recommandait 
notamment l’interdiction du 
port de signes religieux par 
certains agents de l’État, soit 
ceux en position d’autorité,  
cette laïcité-là serait consi-
dérée comme « aboutie » 
une fois camouflé tout signe 
d’appartenance religieuse 
dans l’espace étatique. Dans 
l’exercice de leur fonction, 
les membres du personnel de 
l’État devraient faire montre 

des femmes musulmanes, 
et des groupes tels  que 
l’Association québécoise des 
Nord-Africains pour la laïcité 
ou le Mouvement laïc québé-
cois, le Manifeste a recueilli 
plus de 25 000 signatures.

 
la théorie et la Pratique

 
La récente expulsion de la 

seule représentante de Mon-
tréal au Bloc Québécois, la 
députée d’Ahuntsic, est par-
lante. Pour s’être prononcée 
contre le projet de Charte et 
pour avoir réitéré la position 
du Bloc quant à l’interdiction 
du port de signes religieux 
par les employés de l’État en 
position d’autorité, Maria 
Mourani,  a été expulsée du 
parti. Le Bloc, qui ne comp-
tait que cinq députés, en 
compte maintenant quatre, 
tous des hommes blancs. 
Cette dérive  illustre l’effet 
pervers que pourrait entrain-
er l’adoption de la Charte 
pour les communautés ra-
cialisées et pour la société 
dans son ensemble.

Et c’est là où il faut en 
venir : en théorie, un débat 
sur la laïcité, la neutralité 
de l’État et le caractère patri-
monial de la croix figurant à 
l’Assemblée nationale a cer-
tainement sa place, mais en 
pratique, comment assurer 
que le sort de certain.e.s com-
munautés ne deviennent pas 
doublement précaire?
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When Usman Mushtaq went to the Canada-US border to 
get his permanent residency, he was reminded of how op-
pressive borders can be.

The securitization of borders through increases in bor-
der personnel, the introduction of surveillance drones, and 
the creation of policy violently targeting so-called “irregular 
arrivals” have made the physical space between countries 
more difficult to cross.

Instead of tacitly accepting the immigration system, 
Mushtaq has decided to take action, alongside other lo-
cally-based migrant justice organizers, through No One is 
Illegal-Ottawa.  

“The more experiences of injustice are made known…the 
more we can work towards opening up our cities and our 
communities,” he told the Leveller. A migrant justice confer-
ence is currently being planned by organizers in Ottawa to 
shed light on these contemporary issues. 

The current wave of migrant justice organizing has 
emerged in a time when the lives of migrants in North 
America have become increasingly precarious. Security 
certificates, raids, detentions, deportations, strict temporary 
resident programs and the inaccessibility of social services 
(including cuts to refugee health care) have made life dif-
ficult for the most marginalized. 

In spite of a point system in Canada that privileges wealthy 
and skilled newcomers, migrants of all classes and their al-
lies have found spaces on both sides of the border to not 
only contest government-sanctioned anti-migrant policies, 
but also demonstrate outstanding resilience – all with inspir-
ing bursts of creativity and very little mass media coverage. 

“[Resistance] is not in the news,” said Nathan Prier 
of No One Is Illegal-Toronto. “There is no way of people 
knowing about it.” 

Relatively little is known about the experiences of those 
without status in Canada.

Yet, “there’s growing momentum right now,” Mushtaq 
said. “There are a lot of people without status and folks are 
beginning to realize that, as well as how migrant justice is 
connected to so many other issues.” 

A lot of work has to be done to make Canada a just society 
for migrants, according to Mushtaq. But it is becoming more 
and more evident that Canada’s immigration system is not 
in touch with the needs of the people that it claims to serve. 

Canada’s immigration system regulates who comes into 
the country and who can stay once they have arrived. It 
does this without consulting the original stewards of the 
land, and without recognizing the immigration system’s past 
function as a tool with which to fill the country with Euro-
pean settlers following the displacement and genocide of 
Indigenous communities. 

“The statement that no one is illegal is a response to the 
fact that someone can be made ‘illegal’ simply because they 
are within borders without certain papers, and that excludes 
them from certain rights and makes them subject to a cer-
tain type of violence,” said Prier. “People need to say, ‘No, 
the immigration system is really messed up, and negatively 
affects a lot of people’s ability to live a full life.’”   

“Student visas also expire, and right now one of the more 
regular ways [status is lost] is failed refugee claimants,” 
said Prier. 

According to the Toronto Star, pre-Harper Canada had a 
46 per cent acceptance rate for refugee applicants. The ac-
ceptance rate has since fallen to 28 per cent in 2012.  

The undocumented in Canada are forced to live closeted 
lives or else face detention and deportation. “People have 

no idea that migrants are held in jail. They have no idea how 
the deportation process works. They are put in jail and held 
as prisoners. Usually in worse conditions than the rest of 
the population in the prison,” said Prier. 

“In the United States there is an organized presence of the 
undocumented that has forced the state to adjust. It is difficult 
to know that non-status issues are a big deal in Canada.”  

No One Is Illegal calculates that  8,838 migrants were 
detained by the Canadian Border Services Agency in 2012 
and 13,000 deported since 2011. Amongst those detained 
in prisons, 289 were children. Migrants were kept in both 
provincial and federal jails.    

Temporary foreign workers are amongst the most nega-
tively affected by flawed immigration policies. The Canadian 
Council for Refugees said that the admittance of temporary 
workers in Canada has increased by 70 per cent in the last 
five years. This has happened at the same time as a de-
crease in successful applications for permanent residency. 

As of 2008, more temporary residents are admitted into 
Canada annually than permanent residents in the same 
time frame. In 2012, Canada allowed 338,189 temporary 
foreign workers to enter the country, said the Montreal Ga-
zette. Only 257,515 migrants were admitted with permis-
sion to stay.  

“People are trying to gain status back usually,” said Prier. 
“Disposable” migrant workers often lose status because 
their work visas expire. “A lot of work programs are inden-
tured work programs so if your employer lets you go or if 
you leave your employer, it’s very tough to get a new visa 
within the timeframe that you’re given,” he said.

According to Justicia for Migrant Workers (J4MW), mi-
grant workers in Canada often come as temporary agricul-
tural workers. They are separated from their families, tied to 
their employers and have low access to mobility or perma-
nent residency status. 

Another large group of migrant workers in Canada is 
made up of live-in caregivers. Workers in this program are 
also unable to speak out against exploitation or violence 
without risking status in Canada.  Temporary workers are 
allowed to stay for four years, said Prier. Some lose status 
because they are unwilling or unable to abandon the lives 
they create for themselves in Canada. 

“The fragmentation happens before detention centers 
though,” said Prier. Limited access to services and the con-
stant threat of incarceration and deportation breaks people, 
he said.  According to Mushtaq, “Essentially without deport-
ing someone, they [the state] make them a non-factor by 
giving them no way to survive.”

Canada’s policy of “official multiculturalism really dilutes 
a lot of people’s understanding of how some lives are made 
precarious and disposable” by the immigration system, said 
Prier. “It is a very specific Canadian way of displacing rac-
ism, differential treatment and really structured stratification 
and exploitation.” 

Activists are nonetheless optimistic and ready for the 
work to come. “This isn’t just about greater access for refu-
gees or larger quotas on our immigration system,”  Mush-
taq said. “It’s about going beyond that and asking,  ‘why is 
Canada creating precarious lives, exploiting them and de-
humanizing them?’” 

“I fight for the day when we break borders,” he said. “But 
then the question is, what happens the day after? What 
would the world look like if we didn’t have these types of 
borders? And for me, that answer is communicated through 
art, poetry and community knowledge.” 

Borderline UnjUst
resisting Canada’s immigration policies
leslie Muñoz
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In February 2013, the Solidarity City Network 
passed Access Without Fear policies in To-
ronto’s City Hall, making Toronto the first city 
in Canada where migrants have full access to 
municipal services regardless of status. Grass-
roots migrant justice organizers filled city hall to 
show support and promote the motion. Training 
is currently underway to ensure workers abide 
by the decision. 

On Sept. 30, 2013, 30 undocumented youth from 
across Latinoamérica re-entered the United States 
from an entry point in Laredo, Texas following the 
bravery of the original Dream 9.  All 30 had been 
brought to the United States as children and most 
had been deported from the U.S. at some point. 
The youngest Dream 30 member is 13. This pro-
test was held to once again challenge Obama’s 
deportation regime and to question the American 
public’s definition of the word ‘home.’ The demon-
stration was organized as part of the National Youth 
Immigrant Alliance’s Bring Them Home campaign.  

There are 191 migrants in Ontario’s Central East 
Detention Centre on hunger strike in protest of 
the conditions of their incarceration. Some have 
been held for as long as seven years. They are 
protesting for things such as better access to 
medical care, better access to legal aid, cheap-
er phone calls, access to international calling 
cards and food equal in quality to food served in 
non-immigration portions of the prison.  

After a few years away from the migrant justice 
scene, No One Is Illegal-Ottawa is back with a 
bang! The group held its first orientation meet-
ing on July 16, 2013 and is currently busy plan-
ning a conference slated for Nov. 1-2.   

On July 11, 2013, undocumented youth migrant 
justice activist Daniel Ramirez presented himself 
as Daniel Vargas, the communications director 
of Common Application, a program used by 400 
universities in the US to process admission ap-
plications. In a speech in front of a crowd of over 
2,000 people for the National Conference on 
Race and Ethnicity in American Higher Educa-
tion, Ramirez announced 
that Common Application 
was adding the category 
“undocumented status” 
to its anti-discrimination 
policy. The company’s 
discriminatory attitudes 
were exposed when it de-
nounced the statement.  

In July 2013, nine transnational undocumented 
youth staged a novel protest in resistance to Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s record-breaking deporta-
tion spree on the other side of the border. They 
re-entered the United States together from Mexico 
wearing university graduation gowns and handed 
themselves over to border patrol. After being held 
at the Eloy Detention Centre for several weeks 
while on hunger strike, they were released and al-
lowed to return home to their families in the United 
States. Their hearing for humanitarian asylum has 
yet to take place. All of the Dream 9 were brought 
to the United States by their parents as children.

Toronto: Canada’s first Sanctuary City

dream 30 

Strike at detention centre in Lindsay 

ottawa: no one is illegal
ottawa’s (re)launch and Building 

Movement Conference

Common Application hoax

the dream 9

A FeW insPirinG ACtions (AMonG MAnY)
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communiTY

greg Macdougall 

The Niigaan: In Con-
versation grassroots project 
that brings Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous peoples to-
gether for dialogue and dis-
cussion through workshops 
and symposiums held a re-
cent event on Sept. 15.

The name Niigaan is an 
Anishinaabemowin word 
that the organizers chose 
to represent the themes of 
“at the front,” “leading,” or 
“looking towards the future.” 

Building relationships 
and preparing the way for 
ever-deepening discussions 
around the way those rela-
tionships work are both keys 
to the future.

According to Niigaan vol-
unteer and supporter Andrea 
Landry, an Anishinaabe-kwe 
from Pays Plat First Nation, 
“This is a kind of a ground 
point, we’re building the base 
of creating a better future be-
tween, if I were to have chil-
dren and they [non-Indige-
nous] were to have children, 
those children will be able to 
have these kind of dialogues 
and discussions, but they’ll be 
a lot more advanced.”

The project began earlier 
this year in March, building 
on the energy of the Idle No 
More movement. 

The first event brought 
together a couple hun-
dred people for a series of 
paired discussions on dif-
ferent topics. 

Landry was one of the 
speakers there, in one-on-
one conversation with Craig 
Benjamin of Amnesty In-
ternational Canada. They 
discussed Indigenous issues 
as they pertain to an interna-

tional context through work 
being done by the United 
Nations.  The UN Perma-
nent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues and the Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples are both important 
for application here in Can-

ada, they concluded.
Landry and Benjamin 

also discussed what Landry 
explained as “the concept 
of land ownership, and how 
a lot of our people are say-
ing we need to take back our 
land, yet the Canadian gov-
ernment are saying ‘We want 
to own your land.’” 

She elaborated on the 
conflicting worldviews con-
cerning land ‘ownership.’

“We can’t own land, be-
cause once we own some-
thing, we’re enslaving it…we 
need to get out of that con-
cept of the colonial mindset, 
of ownership in itself.”

Since that first event, 
Niigaan has held quarterly 
public symposiums.

Over the summer, they 
also held a series of four 
workshops on treaty rela-
tions in partnership with 
KAIROS Canada. 

They also organized the 
local event that was part 
of the national “Honour 
the Apology” campaign 
-- demanding the federal 
government make avail-
able all residential school 
documents to the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission 
--  leading a march to the 
doorstep of Aboriginal Af-
fairs and Northern Develop-
ment Canada headquarters 
in Gatineau. 

The next Niigaan sym-
posium is set for December, 
and there are other ideas 
about where this project 
could lead. 

The organizers want 
to build on the especially 
positive feedback from 
the workshops they held 
in partnership with KAI-
ROS, to extend the focus 
on learning about treaties. 
Melody McKiver, a core 
Niigaan organizer, said 
they are “developing more 
of a free-school model, 
where we’re also talking a 
lot about what we need to 
do to Indigenize and re-
claim knowledges, whether 
that’s a relation to land 

and learning what plants 
it is that grow on this ter-
ritory…and get people re-
claiming their languages 
across all generations.” 

In addition to the learn-
ing and discussion forums, 
she added, “we also recog-

nize the importance of di-
rect action and mobilizing 
on the streets.”

Niigaan: In Conversation 
has been well received by the 
community, judging by both 
attendance and the positive 
reactions and discussions 
that have been stimulated. 

And it hasn’t been lim-
ited to Ottawa. 

Sparked by social media, 
people from Toronto to Yel-
lowknife have been in touch 
with Niigaan with positive 
feedback and reaching out 
for support and advice on 
how they can lead similar 
initiatives. 

Further local community 
support came at the end of 
August, after Niigaan or-
ganizers had submitted a 
proposal to Soup Ottawa 
and were chosen to present 
their project alongside other 
community initiatives vy-
ing for the winner-takes-all 

coordinaTing conVersaTion

“This will build on to a stronger base, 
a stronger ground point, and stronger 
relationships between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous peoples, and I think 
that’s integral to the foundation of 
creating momentum and prominent 
social change in Canada.”

Niigaan looks to build Indigenous/non-Indigenous relations and learning
funding. 

Around 160 people each 
contributed $10, dined on 
donated soup and listened 
to the various pitches. 

They were each then 
able to cast a vote towards 
the project they felt most 

worthy of support. Ni-
igaan received the most 
votes, taking home all the 
money raised.

McKiver said that “there 
are these people who aren’t 
familiar with Niigaan be-
fore, but now, one, decided 
that they wanted to support 
our work, and two, are re-
ally interested in what we’re 
doing and putting the word 
out that way. 

“So it’s a way of con-

tinuing to build these rela-
tions…and it’s also really af-
firming for us to see that the 
community wants to back 
the work that we’ve done to 
date and to see it continue.”

Landry has found Ni-
igaan to be personally up-
lifting and reinvigorating, 
and feels that it is doing the 
same for others. 

She said it is distinct from 
many other political spaces 
that centre on confrontation 
and butting heads. She de-
scribed Niigaan as “safe and 
open honest discussions on 
Indigenous and non-Indig-
enous relationships in Can-
ada,” before adding, “it’s a 
matter of creating change by 
shifting our dialogues and 
having more open minds in 
these discussions.”

“This will build on to 
a stronger base, a stronger 
ground point, and stron-
ger relationships between 
Indigenous and non-Indig-
enous peoples, and I think 
that’s integral to the foun-
dation of creating momen-
tum and prominent social 
change in Canada.”

A shorter version of this ar-
ticle was originally published 
in Anishinabek News, www.
anishinabeknews.ca

Ian Campeau of A Tribe Called Red in Conversation Photo: Greg Macdougall
with Qajag Robinson 
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Adam Kostrich

The Nobel Peace Prize is 
112 years old and is widely 
considered the world’s most 
prestigious award. Yet, in re-
cent years, its credibility has 
been called into question. 

Geir Lundestad, secretary 
of the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee, which awards 
the peace prize, fixes the 
prize’s credibility to the 
quality of its past recipients. 
But in the past twelve years 
alone, peace prizes have 
been awarded to the United 
Nations (in 2001, weeks af-
ter it was silent on the Amer-
ican-led invasion of Afghan-
istan), Al Gore and the UN 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (2007, 
for raising awareness about 
climate change), Barack 
Obama (2009, for not be-
ing George W. Bush), and 
the European Union (2012, 
ostensibly for not having 
another war in Europe): am-
munition for any skeptic. 

But Nobel laureates are 
chosen, not born, and so we 
should evaluate the com-
mittee’s criteria for awarding 
the prize. Perhaps the com-
mittee’s definition and in-
terpretation of peace work is 
unnecessarily broad, but it is 
based on the (literal) will of 
Alfred Nobel. Nobel could 
not acknowledge the kind of 

peace work that we consider 
vital today, including the re-
duction of nuclear or chemi-
cal weapons stockpiles. We 
must accept changing inter-
pretations and definitions 
of peace work as a necessary 
condition for ensuring that 
the prize remains relevant 
over time.  

So what is the commit-
tee’s de facto definition of 
peace work? It seems that 
the award’s character is 
primarily aspirational: it re-

wards good intention and 
not good action. In his first 
term, Obama worked to 
calm lingering hostilities 
that existed between Amer-
ica and its adversaries. But 
to recognize this aspiration 
as worthy of a peace prize 
is to fail to recognize that 
Obama’s aspirations, by vir-
tue of the power of his office, 
are tainted by national self-
interest and could further be 
tainted by future violence 
(as indeed they have been). 

There is no guarantee, in 
other words, that the award 
should actually be given to 
someone who does more 
than pay lip service to peace-
building. And this is why the 
award’s loss of credibility 
matters: without such a guar-
antee, the award becomes 
little more than a token ges-
ture, an Academy Award of 
international relations which 
gives political celebrities with 
a measure of moral authori-
ty. The peace prize’s function 
is rhetorical, not real.

Sure, this is true of many 
politically-motivated awards. 
But here too the issue is one 
of aspiration. It seems worth-
while to have something, 
outside of international 
law, that recognizes people’s 
hope for a future devoid of 
war and unnecessary suffer-
ing, and people’s contribu-
tions towards that future. 

Perhaps, if properly awarded, 
the peace prize could not 
only give authentic recogni-
tion to these contributions, it 
could establish platforms for 
future peace-building. 

So, how can we fix the 
problem?  

If the peace prize lacks 
credibility because it lacks 
a guarantee of real (and fu-
ture) commitment to peace-
building, we could amend 
the criteria to insert some 
sort of binding obligation 
on recipients to work to-
wards realization of a more 
peaceful, more humane 
global community. Doing 
so would not only force the 
Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee to reward those who 
have actually done, rather 
than aspire to do, some ac-
tive peace-building, but 
would solve the following 
problems: 

First, it might stop the 
Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee from awarding the 
peace prize to acting heads 
of state or those with vested 
political interests in order 
to affirm their commitment 
to peace and peace alone. 
A state’s peace is, often, a 
dead man’s peace, in which 
threats are “removed” (i.e., 
crippled) to slay chimerical 
threats to national security. 
Last decade’s incursion into 
Iraq and Afghanistan pro-

vides a convenient example. 
Such action does not sow 
the seeds of peace, it salts 
the earth. It is not peace, it 
is war. The award, in short, 
should aspire to rewarding 
peace for peace’s sake, not 
peace for the sake of na-
tional interests. 

Second, it could ensure 
the continuing relevance of 
the peace prize by offering 
recipients a seat at a table 
for independent decision-
making and peace-building. 
It could not only recognize 
the hard and diligent work 
of those non-celebrities who 
are actually working towards 
peace, but would give them 
a platform from which to 
further their varied causes. 
In fact, this could be an ad-
dendum to the award. 

There are problems with 
this, of course. For instance, 
there is no real way to en-
force such a stipulation on 
the award, and there is no 
guarantee of the neutrality 
of recipients on the sort of 
council hinted at here. But in 
an important way, this pro-
posal returns to the spirit of 
the award. It would certainly 
build towards establishing 
an international community 
that aspires to peace -- that is, 
that places people and peace 
above politics. Perhaps it is 
a way to restore the peace 
prize’s nobility.  

doug nesbitt 

Over 3,000 labour del-
egates gathered in a Toronto 
hotel from Aug. 30 to Sept. 
1 to form Canada’s newest 
union, Unifor. The union is a 
merger of the Canadian Auto 
Workers union (CAW) and 
the Communications, Ener-
gy, and Paperworkers Union 
(CEP). With over 300,000 
members across the country, 
Unifor is now the largest pri-
vate sector union in Canada. 

Union mergers are noth-
ing new in the labour move-
ment. Mergers have helped 
pool resources and strength-
en union capacities to fend 
off the coercive turn in 
Canada’s labour relations re-
gime originating in the mid-
1970s. However, such merg-
ers tend to be bureaucratic, 
with administrative affairs 
rarely driven by the union 
rank and file. 

Unifor’s creation may 
help shake up a largely stag-
nant and defensive labour 
movement. With $10 million 
committed to new union or-
ganizing drives and the devel-
opment of community chap-
ters, Unifor is more than just 
another union merger: it’s an 
attempt to expand the mean-
ing of union membership to 
all workers, including the un-
employed. Unifor member-
ship won’t be defined solely 
as those with a collectively-
bargained contract.

This change has veteran 
dissident autoworker Bruce 

Allen believing that there is a 
new democratic opening with 
Unifor. Allen, vice-president 
of Unifor Local 199 repre-
senting General Motors auto 
workers in St. Catharines, 
had very serious reservations 
about the merger. However, 
the presidential candidacy 
of Lindsay Hinshelwood, an 
assembly line worker from 
Ford Oakville, and subse-
quent events at convention, 
changed his mind.

Hinshelwood ran from 
the convention floor as 
a rank and file candidate 
against what she describes 
as “the old boys’ club,” com-
prising of past CAW presi-
dents Ken Lewenza and Buzz 
Hargrove. She took on Jerry 
Dias, a veteran CAW union 
leader who was handpicked 
as the next president in the 
Unity slate jointly advanced 
by the outgoing CAW and 
CEP executives.

While Hinshelwood only 
won 17.5 per cent of the 
vote, it was a far cry from 
the CAW’s history of uncon-
tested presidential elections 
since its formation in 1985. 
“The real turning point,” 
Allen said of the conven-
tion, “was after I nominated 
[Hinshelwood]. Dave Coles, 
the [CEP] president, was ar-
guing [as chair] against calls 
from the floor to allow both 
candidates to speak. And 
when the floor managed to 
succeed in forcing him to 
back down, as a result, Lind-
say got five minutes to speak 

to the convention.” Hin-
shelwood’s candidacy was 
accompanied by numerous 
delegate challenges to the 
convention chairs. 

In addition to this demo-
cratic opening at its con-
vention, Unifor’s proposed 
community chapters also 
hold promise for the future. 
Roxanne Dubois, a Unifor 
staff member and former 

president of the Canadian 
Federation of Students, said 
the community chapters are 
based on “the argument that 
unions go to bat for all work-
ers, not just members of the 
union.” Community chap-
ters are designed for non-
union workers, students and 
the unemployed.

The community chapters 
can be organized around 
a single workplace, a par-
ticular economic sector, or 
a geographic area. Partici-

pants would be obligated to 
develop a strategic plan for 
their chapter and commit 
to one year’s membership. 
Dues would be a minimum 
of $10 per month, and $5 per 
month for the unemployed. 
Dubois said all community 
chapter dues money will 
go back to the community 
chapters and these workers 
will have access to education 

programs, training programs, 
and union representation. In 
addition, Dubois explains 
that Unifor is looking into 
a voluntary low-cost health 
and dental plan for all com-
munity chapter members. 
Community chapters would 
allow for workers to join 
the union without having to 
first win a union drive. It is, 
however, unclear as to what 
kind of representation and 
participation community 
chapter members will have 

within broader Unifor deci-
sion making.

This “minority union” 
approach is similar to how 
the American Walmart 
and fast food strikes have 
been organized to confront 
poverty wages, unreliable 
hours, and lack of benefits. 
Union support is built up 
across an entire sector, not 
just in one workplace.

The diversity of interest in 
community chapters sheds 
light on Unifor’s potential 
to reignite the labour move-
ment. Toronto bike couri-
ers, United Church of Can-
ada lay clergy, and Canada’s 
freelance journalists have 
all moved towards forming 
community chapters.

Existing Unifor locals 
can also initiate commu-
nity chapters. Gary Engler, 
vice president of Unifor Lo-
cal 2000 (the Media Union 
of B.C.), is looking to form 
a community chapter for 
digital media workers in 
his province and join forces 
with other unionized media 
workers. “If you want to talk 
about it in old-style com-
munist or Marxist terms,” 
explained Engler, “the com-
munity chapter offers the 
possibility of acting more as 
a class, rather than [organiz-
ing] company by company.” 

Still, several major con-
cerns remain. The merger 
was constructed from above 
despite some token inclu-
sion of rank and file mem-
bers in the merger process, 

who were ultimately given 
no opportunities to partici-
pate in meaningful consul-
tation. The organizational 
structure of the union, as 
well as its constitution and 
policy documents, were de-
veloped by executive mem-
bers. Rank and file members 
then ratified these proposals 
at convention.

Other major concerns in-
clude the CAW’s unsavoury 
history of raiding – taking 
the members of other unions 
– and its history of promot-
ing strategic voting for the 
federal and Ontario Liber-
als. CEP has traditionally 
supported the NDP and has 
rejected strategic support for 
the Liberals.

Despite these problems, 
the future is unwritten. With 
delegates forcing a demo-
cratic opening at conven-
tion, and community chap-
ters holding the promise to 
expand union membership 
into the wider working class, 
Unifor has the potential to 
transform the labour move-
ment. Ultimately, however, 
this renewal is dependent 
on thankless grassroots or-
ganizing and a recovery and 
resurgence of workers’ mili-
tancy inside and outside the 
unions – a militancy so des-
perately required if workers’ 
rights are to be maintained 
and expanded under the 
current architecture of la-
bour repression enforced 
by Canada’s employers and 
governments.
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rewarding a liVing peace

The fuTure is unwriTTen

 And this is why 
the award’s loss 
of credibility 
matters: without 
such a guarantee, 
the award 
becomes little 
more than a 
token gesture, an 
Academy Award 
of international 
relations which 
gives political 
celebrities with 
a measure of 
moral authority.

Mergers have helped pool resources 
and strengthen union capacities 
to fend off the coercive turn 
in Canada’s labour relations 
regime originating in the mid-
1970s. However, such mergers 
tend to be bureaucratic, with 
administrative affairs rarely driven 
by the union rank and file. 

Re-thinking the world’s most prestigious prize

The potential of Canada’s newest union
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Baker’s restaurant, fair-trade 
coffee at all locations across 
campus (demonstrably false: 
Tim Horton’s does not sell 
fairly traded coffee), and the 
use of local produce -- when 
available -- in the cafeteria 
kitchen. Set up closely to the 
living wall in the River Build-
ing, university President 
Roseann Runte explained 
how our campus has become 
a “living laboratory.” 

And yet, the university 
administration approaches 
food services with little in-
dication that it has taste for 
experimentation. Though 
the administration oversees 
the campus’ dining services 
in name, food on campus 
has been provided by Ara-
mark, one of Canada’s three 
large food monopolies, 
since 2002. With Aramark 
overseeing the purchasing 
and servicing of food, it 
would seem that Carleton’s 
food system can be only as 
sustainable as Aramark al-
lows. Aramark claims to 
have a sustainable mandate, 
with the environment and 
local producers in mind. 
As part of a year long “Go 
Local” initiative, Aramark 
provided local eggplant and 
cheesecake made with local 
ingredients on Sept. 25. It 
would seem reassuring that 
one of Canada’s three food 
industry giants is making 
such bold moves towards 

becoming more sustainable. 
One day of the year? One 
day? The action appears to 
be more tokenistic than evi-
dence of a sufficient sustain-
able strategy. 

Although the Farmers’ 
Market is set up directly 
across Bronson on Sundays 
until Nov. 17, Aramark does 
not purchase from these local 
producers. The company is 
confined to purchasing from 
a list of suppliers on their Ap-
proved Vendor List, which 
does not include these local 
producers. The exclusion of 
local producers from this list 
is a far better indication of 
Aramark’s commitment to 
sustainability than Carleton’s 
written policy. This begs the 
question: what determines 
who is added to this list -- 
people, planet, or profit? At 
this point, Aramark’s claim to 
sustainability has not devel-
oped past the point of a mere 
marketing campaign.

Despite the role of Car-
leton’s student associa-
tions in pushing for a more 
sustainable campus, there 
are student-run restau-
rants (grandfathered in as 
an exception to Carleton’s 
exclusivity contract with 
Aramark) that do not serve 
the explicit purpose of pro-
viding sustainable, locally-
grown food. They do, how-
ever, pose a challenge to 
the Aramark monopoly on 

campus, and are committed 
to serving affordable food 
that accommodates differ-
ent dietary restrictions. This 
highlights the added value 
of student-run organiza-
tions on campus. But there 
is one student-run organiza-
tion that combines talk with 
action when it comes to 
sustainability, and is funded 
specifically for the purpose 
of providing this synthesis. 

In 2002, the undergradu-
ate student body held a ref-
erendum in which students 
voted to grant the Carleton 
Food Collective a $1.50 
levy to their ancillary fees. 
Four years later, graduate 
students voted in favour 
of a $2.00 levy for the col-
lective. With the student 

body’s democratically allot-
ted funds, the Carleton Food 
Collective administers the 
Garden Spot, which serves 
nourishing, vegetable-based 
and locally-sourced meals 
for free in collaboration 
with other student groups. 
The Garden Spot encourages 
people to think critically 
about our relations to food 
and food production. How-
ever, within the current food 
environment, the collective 
is unable to obtain campus 
space and consistent volun-
teer support. Due to these 
shortcomings, the collective 
has been inactive for almost 
a year and faces the threat 
of having its levy removed, 
which would in turn remove 
its ability to function.

Consumers have the 
power to support certain 
vendors and act on their be-
liefs about how food should 
be produced, distributed, 
served, and consumed. The 
purchasing of food is there-
fore a political choice that 
reflects our priorities when 
it comes to people, planet, 
and profit. As the classic ad-
age goes, you are what you 
eat. Come out and support 
the Carleton Food Collec-
tive at our next Garden Spot 
serving on Oct. 18.

Wesley Petite and Damiano 
Torre are members of the 
Carleton Food Collective.

commenT

whaT is food aT carleTon?

 It would seem 
reassuring that 
one of Canada’s 
three food industry 
giants is making 
such bold moves 
towards becoming 
more sustainable. 
One day of the 
year? One day? The 
action appears to 
be more tokenistic 
than evidence 
of a sufficient 
sustainable strategy.

How Carleton Food Collective talks and acts about sustainability
Wesley Petite  
and damiano Torre 

Eating is a daily habit, 
and all of us like to talk 
about what foods we like, 
their tastes, how they impact 
our health, their cost, where 
they come from how they 
are produced. Many of us 
are increasingly concerned 
about our food’s origins and 
production. 

Food and food services 
are easily marketable and 
easily commodified, and 
this has aided the develop-
ment of food empires in 
Canada. Such commodifica-
tion generates supermarkets, 
fast food, and a constant va-
riety of on-demand ingredi-
ents regardless of season. 

Many of us would say 
that we appreciate the ben-
efits of healthy, sustainably 
produced food. However, to 
what extent are we empow-
ered to make these healthy, 
ethical choices? At Carleton, 

students’ options are largely 
determined by the Carleton 
administration and its busi-
ness partners before stu-
dents even have an appetite. 

In the April 2013 poli-
cy document, “A Strategic 
Plan for Embedding Sus-
tainability into Carleton’s 
Operations,” the university 
administration claims that 
sustainability and collabora-
tive campus management is 
a priority. The big plan is “to 
ensure a cohesive and struc-
tured approach that will – in 
itself – be sustainable, the 
next step is a sustainabil-
ity strategic plan for campus 
operations.” 

But what exactly does 
this mean? 

The plan openly states 
the importance of simple 
and sound business practices 
while pursuing social goals 
with the use of the triple bot-
tom line: people, planet, and 
profit. The plan boasts the 
offering of cage-free eggs at 

Carleton Food Collective serving on Sept. 12  Picture: Sumit Malik
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Brandon chavarie

In 2010, the Harper gov-
ernment replaced the man-
datory long-form census 
with the voluntary National 
Household Survey (NHS). 
According to then-Minister 
of Industry Tony Clement, 
the change was made “to 
meet the need for additional 
information and respect the 
privacy wishes of Canadians.” 

After a month-long de-
lay, Statistics Canada re-
leased the third and final 
set of data from the NHS 
on Sept. 11. Two things are 
clear from the release of this 
data: the quality of the in-
formation collected in the 
voluntary survey is inferior 
to the mandatory long-form 
census, and Canadian social 
scientists have more reserva-
tions about the methodol-
ogy of the NHS than they 
did with the previous census 
procedure, which was estab-
lished in 1971. 

Former chief statistician 
Munir Sheikh, who resigned 
on the grounds of scientific 
integrity at the time of the 
decision to scrap the long-
form census, expressed his 
conviction in a May 2013 
Globe and Mail commentary 
that the NHS data would 
not “provide a level of qual-
ity that would have been 
achieved through a manda-
tory long-form census.”

Sheikh’s concerns are not 

just limited to the census. 
He expressed concern that 
the switch to a voluntary 
survey would reduce the 
quality of all Statistics Can-
ada’s social and household 
data, since long-form census 
numbers have often been 
used to adjust raw data from 
other surveys which were 
not mandatory. 

When releasing the new 
NHS data, Statistics Canada 

commented that the Harper 
government’s decision to 
make participation in the 
long-form census voluntary 
has made it impossible to 
confidently report on key 
statistics, including poverty.

Other critics have echoed 
this concern. 

“Not only is much of the 
information from this survey 
inferior, it costs Canadians 
more to collect,” said NDP 
industry critic Chris Charl-
ton in an official statement. 

“Even worse, Statistics 
Canada has acknowledged 

that the low-income data 
trends in the NHS do not 
match those from other, 
more established surveys.”

According to official find-
ings from the NHS, a stag-
gering 4.8 million Canadi-
ans live in households that 
fall below the poverty line 
-- a dramatic difference from 
the 3.8 million low-income 
Canadians documented in 
the results from the 2006 

census. Yet Revenue Canada 
published a study this year 
indicating that poverty in 
Canada is actually decreasing.

It is not just the data’s 
quality, but its scope, which 
has critics up in arms. 

Statistics Canada released 
NHS data for only 75.3 per 
cent of Canada-wide cen-
sus subdivisions. Data for 
around 1,100 subdivisions 
was of such poor quality 
that it was unreportable: a 
five-fold increase from the 
2006 long-form census.

The problem is so bad, 

Sheikh has had to plead for 
a return to reason. 

“The only way to avoid 
this is to restore sanity and 
bring back the long-form 
census, but the decision 
can’t wait long. Statistics 
Canada must start preparing 
soon if there is to be a long-
form census in 2016.”

What’s more, the Harper 
government’s assertion that 
Canadians were concerned 
about the privacy impli-
cations of the long-form 
census does not hold wa-
ter. According the Office of 
the Privacy Commissioner 
of Canada, the 2001 and 
2006 censuses combined 
saw only three complaints 
filed. Given that one-fifth 
of Canadian households 
were required to respond, 
the Harper government’s as-
sertions appear to be more 
rhetoric than reality.

So why did they really 
change the methodology of 
the census to begin with? 

Some view the change as 
an attack on the quality of 
public statistics and part of 
a larger set of Harper gov-
ernment policies designed 
to, in the words of a recent 
New York Times editorial, 
“attempt to guarantee pub-
lic ignorance.”

What is clear at any rate is 
that poverty statistics in Cana-
da will suffer from the NHS’s 
inability to produce highly 
accurate, reliable findings. 

commenT

I’m a  
       Leveller!

Whodunit?
Match these words of wisdom to the public figure!

a.) Our hope is that one day our situation will change, that we women will be treated 
with respect, justice, and democracy.

b.) We live, after all, in a world where illusions are sacred and truth profane.

c.) I wish I could run barefoot in every refugee camp and hold every child, cover their 
ears, so they wouldn’t have to hear the sound of bombing for the rest of their life 
like I do.

d.) Until the colour of a man’s skin is no more significance than the colour of his eyes, 
I’ve got to say: War! 

e.)  When the violence causes silence, we must be mistaken. It’s the same old theme, 
since 1916 - in your head, in your head, they’re still fighting. With their tanks 
and their bombs, and their bombs, and their guns. In your head, in your head, 
they are dying…

f.)  “Double double, toil and trouble; fire burn, and cauldron bubble.”

g.)  I believe that if we don’t connect the dots between what happened to Amanda 
Todd and systemic sexism, Amanda Todd will have died in vain. 

h.) Cuz your Tell-lie-vision can’t blind me up. Soldiers and police dem wising up. 
Realizing dey no more right than us. Realizing there’s no use fighting us. Realizing, 
dey open dey eyes to see the same demoralizing life us as!

i.) Samosas and songs are okay under Canadian multiculturalism, but barbarous 
tattooing rituals are not, and you can be designated a “good” brown person if 
you fit into the white milieu.

j.) If your success is defined by being well adjusted to injustice, and well adapted to 
indifference, then we don’t want successful leaders. We want great leaders - who 
love the people enough and respect the people enough to be unbought, unbound, 
unafraid, and unintimidated to tell the truth

1) Rafeef Ziadah, Palestinian Poet and Activist

2) William Shakespeare, poet/playwright

3) Damian Marley, musician

4) Fazeela Jiwa, writer/educator

5) Dolores O’Riordan, musician

6) Bob Marley, musician

7) Comandante Ramona, EZLN

8) Cornel West, professor

9) Tariq Ali, journalist

10) Krissy Darch, writer

a.) Comandante Ramona b.) Tariq Ali c.)Rafeef Ziadah d.) Bob Marley e.)Dolores O’Riordan f.)William Shakespeare g.) Krissy Darch h.) Damian Marley i.) Fazeela Jiwa  j.) Cornel West
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leT’s Talk aBouT sTaTs, BaBY

“The only way to avoid this is to 
restore sanity and bring back the 
long-form census, but the decision 
can’t wait long. Statistics Canada 
must start preparing soon if there is 
to be a long-form census in 2016.”

National poverty statistics unreliable after controversial census change
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• Caribbean • Hip-Hop • 
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African • and much more!

go to CHUO.fm to stream the 
station, see the schedule, 
and find out about volunteer 
information.

CHUO - 89.1 FM

251 Bank St., 2nd floor (Corner of Cooper St.), Ottawa

25One offers private offices and hot desks for:
Nonprofit Organizations, Entrepreneurs, 

Home-based Businesses and 
Freelancers and Consultants

SPECIAL RATES until October 31, 2013
Private office, starting at $900/mo.

Personal desk, $450/mo.

Includes: High-speed Internet • Phone service with 
unlimited Canada-US long distance • Access to 
fax machines, photocopiers and printers •Use of 
meeting rooms, kitchen and lounge • And more!

25onecommunity.ca
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culTure

 chris Bisson

As Hallowe’en approach-
es, one begins to see im-
ages of long-nosed green 
women riding broomsticks 
plastered everywhere.  Most 
people know these figures 
as witches. However, there is 
much more to the culture of 
witches and witchcraft than 
these sad tropes.  Despite its 
common association with 
fairy tale lore or hollywood 
horror films, witchcraft per-
sists today. To most people, 
a “witch hunt” is a turn of 
phrase which signifies an 
absurd and corrupt trial of 
a false enemy. However, ac-
tual witch hunts are a very 
real and violent worldwide 
phenomenon. It is this mis-
understanding, hatred, and 
violence that calls for greater 
public awareness of what 
witchcraft actually is and 
what it is not.

 Witchcraft is a very 
broad identity and practice. 
Some people self-identify 
as witches through religious 
observance of Wicca or other 
modern revivals of European 
paganism. Other religions, 
such as Vodun, Santeria, 
and various Indigenous re-
ligious cultures around the 
world that involve shaman-
istic rituals, remain tacitly 
associated with “witchcraft.”  
However, some find them-
selves caught in the grips of 
the sort of moral panic or 
religious paranoia that oc-
curred in the European Mid-
dle Ages. Many persecuted at 
the hands of religious zeal-
ots are often not even self-
identified witches.

Reports have emerged 
over the past decade of 
Evangelical Christian groups 
in Tanzania, Nigeria, and 
Kenya killing and mutilat-
ing individuals suspected 
of causing illness or crop 
failure through paranormal 
means. Such violence has 
even been reportedly trig-
gered by the perception of 
“strange stares,” or the divi-
nation of Christian sooth-
sayers -- people who can 
predict the future -- for the 
presence of “black magic.” 

What has resulted is a mi-
gration of women from their 
villages to refugee camps in 
order to escape being tar-
geted for their suspected 
witchcraft. The situation 
remains highly reminiscent 
of other historically fervent 
evangelistic communities 
experiencing moral panic in 
places such as Salem, Massa-
chusetts or East Anglia, U.K. 
in the 17th century.

From the 1970s to the 
1990s, the United States, 
Canada, and South Africa 
went through the Satanic 
Panic, where Christian 
groups alleged heavy metal 
music, Dungeons and Drag-
ons, and Wicca to be the 
satanic causes of various 
murders, suicides, and child 
abductions.

Steven Barnes, for exam-
ple, was released after serv-

ing 19 years in a New York 
prison and exonerated of the 
charge of raping and murder-
ing high school girl Kimberly 
Simon when DNA evidence 
proved that he was in no 
way connected to the crime. 
The trial that resulted in his 
conviction in 1985 focused 
on his participation in a “sa-
tanic” coven, and failed to 
accept the testimony of other 
members of his coven that 
supported his innocence.

To this day, many self-
identifying witches or Wic-
cans have lost jobs, had 
houses vandalized, and 
faced physical assault as a 
result of their religion. This 
bigotry continues to exist, 
resulting in many witches, 
Wiccans, and neo-pagans to 
remain in the broom closet 
for fear of shame, ridicule, 
and persecution.

Wicca and many other 
forms of neo-paganism are 
accepted and registered as 
religions in both the United 
States and Canada. Statis-
tics Canada indicated in 
2001 that 20,520 citizens 
reported observing a “pa-
gan” religion, though it is 
suspected that many pagans 
do not disclose their faith. 
Census information in the 
U.S. suggests that there were 
750,000 pagans in 2008.

Neo-pagan groups and 
individuals are extremely di-
verse. There are, however, a 
few common traits. Accord-
ing to Margot Adler’s Draw-
ing Down the Moon: Witches, 
Druids, Goddess-Worshippers, 
and Other Pagans in America, 
most neo-pagans worship 
nature, ancestors and the 
changing of the seasons. 
Another uniting commonal-
ity that may surprise many 
Christians is that neo-pa-
gans have no concept of Sa-
tan in their faith.

Samhain [pronounced: 
sow-ain] is what, through 
Christianity and secular 
consumer culture, has be-
come known as Halloween. 
For neo-pagans, it is the cel-
ebration of the end of the 
growing season and the time 
to honor the dead. 

Observance of Samhain 
often involves making offer-
ings to the dearly departed.  
It is also the time when one 
dresses up in scary costumes 
to ward off malevolent or 
trickster spirits.

As Halloween approach-
es, and the tropes of evil 
witches pop up in shop 
windows and candy bags 
everywhere, consider that 
there are those who do in 
fact identify as witches (not 
just women). Consider that 
the ignorance witches and 
neo-pagans experience al-
lows violent witch hunts to 
hurt even non-witches and 
forces people to practice 
secretly for fear of public 
shame and ridicule. Witch-
es are benevolent, nature-
worshiping people who 
celebrate the seasons and 
believe that the Earth is sa-
cred and magical.

Fazeela Jiwa

In her new book, Blue 
Future, Maude Barlow 
outlines two options for 
a world on the verge of a 
water crisis: either we kill 
each other in conflicts of 
scarcity, or we approach 
water sustainability as the 
primary strategy for peace-
building and co-operation 
around the globe. Barlow 
is the National Chairper-
son of the Council of Ca-
nadians and co-founder 
of The Blue Planet Project. 
OPIRG Roots Radio had 
the chance to speak with 
her ahead of Blue Future’s 
launch last Tuesday. Be-
low are some excerpts from 
that conversation. 

 
Roots Radio: In your 

book, Anansi Press says you 
“offer solutions to the glob-
al water crisis based on four 
simple principles.” 

The first principle is 
“water is a human right” 
and this part of the book 
“chronicles the long fight 
to have the human right to 
water recognized and the 
powerful players still im-
peding this progress,” so I 
wanted to ask you a little 
bit about who those pow-
erful players are and about 
that long fight.

 
Maude Barlow: People 

always say, “of course water 
is a human right.” But let 
me tell you, it took twenty 
years to get it recognized 
by the United Nations. 
Didn’t happen until three 
years ago. One of the lead-
ing voices against it was the 
Government of Canada, un-
der the Harper regime. We 
should all be angry about 
that. I certainly am.

But it was also a lot of 
the big international insti-
tutions. The World Bank, 
for example, promotes 
privatization of water in 
the global South so they 
didn’t support it...a lot of 
first world governments op-
posed it because they don’t 
want an expansion of the 
concept of human rights. 
Certainly in Canada, our 
government doesn’t want 
to deal with the issue of 
the lack of clean water and 

sanitation in First Nations 
communities. 

 
RR: In the second prin-

ciple in your book, which 
is “water is a common 
heritage and public trust,” 
you’re talking about water 
not becoming a commod-
ity. How is water being pro-
posed as a commodity?

 
MB: This is a central de-

bate about how to deal with 
the water crisis, because we 
live on a planet with dwin-
dling accessible water sup-
plies as the demand rises.  

So what this principle 
says is that because water is 
necessary for life, because 
there is no other way to get 
it...we have to see it as a 
public trust. That is, that it 
is a common heritage of all 
humans, and other species, 
and of all future genera-
tions. We have to think of 
it as: we’re stewards of this 
water, and that we have to 
fiercely guard it.

 
RR: In principle three, 

you’re talking about the 
idea that “water has rights 
too.” What struck me is that 
you said we need to protect 
the source water but also 
that we “need to make our 
human laws compatible 
with those of nature.” What 
would that entail?

 
MB: Public trust still 

thinks about water belong-
ing to us but only in a better, 
more equitable way. But I 
also wanted people to think 
about the notion that water 
has rights beyond its use-
fulness to humans. In our 
modern world, and in our 
modern Western law, water 
is seen as property. Most na-
ture is seen as property. And 
this has led us to think of 
water as a resource for our 
pleasure, convenience and 
profit, and not as the es-
sential element of a living 
ecosystem that we have to 
protect by all means.

I call for a new water 
ethic that says that we have 
to put water at the centre of  
our lives in everything that 
we do. Whether it’s energy 
policy, food policy, eco-
nomic policy, trade policy, 
we have to say “what’s the 

impact on water?”  If it 
hurts water, and hurts wa-
tersheds, we either have to 
adapt it or stop it. 

 
RR: In principle four, 

which is “water will teach 
us how to live together,” 
you’re talking about com-
ing together “around a 
common threat” — the 
end of water. That sounds 
quite ominous, but I think 
that you end on a re-
ally positive note because 
you’re saying that water is 
actually the way to find a 
way to live together.

 
MB: That’s absolutely 

right. Again, we have several 
choices. It’s totally possible 
that we’re going to see deep 
conflict – between nations, 
between rich and poor, be-
tween big urban mega cities 
and rural Indigenous people, 
farmers...between corpora-
tions and those who say it’s 
a public service – the conflict 
is coming. Our water supply 
isn’t going up. The supply is 
going down because we are 
mismanaging, destroying, 
plaguing, and polluting our 
current water stocks but the 
demand is growing. We have 
to say to each other...our his-
torical differences, religious 
differences and so on mean 
far less if we understand that 
if we don’t come together 
around this shared body of 
water, and if we don’t find 
ways to govern it and protect 
it in a way that we can all live 
here, then our differences 
will mean nothing. I end the 
book with the concept that 
water may be nature’s gift to 
humanity, to teach us how to 
live more lightly on the earth 
and better with one another.

modern wiTchcrafTBlue Future Breaking the curse of public ignorance
Interview with Maude Barlow

“I call for a 
new water 
ethic that 
says that we 
have to put 
water at the 
centre of  
our lives in 
everything 
that we do. 
Whether it’s 
energy policy, 
food policy, 
economic 
policy, trade 
policy, we 
have to say 
“what’s the 
impact on 
water?”  If it 
hurts water, 
and hurts 
watersheds, 
we either 
have to 
adapt it or 
stop it. ”
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culTure

horoscopes

Meet Chrisanthemum, a local gardener. Chrisanthemum’s Seed Bombs is the Leveller’s 
new year-round garden column, where Chrisanthemum will be fielding your questions 
relating to any aspect of gardening you might have. 

dear chrisanthemum,
i want to grow spinach in the winter months! Help!?
Yours,
sunshine

Dear Sunshine,
Spinach and most leafy greens can be grown outside during Ottawa’s cold 

months. If the temperature stays above 0 C and the weather is free of snow, most 
leafy greens should, hypothetically, keep growing. With a “cold frame,” you can po-
tentially grow with temperatures as low as -10 C. A cold frame is a low wooden box 
shelter with windows on top allowing sunlight in. It is an unheated mini-greenhouse. 
With adequate sunlight, temperatures in a cold frame can be kept 10 C above the 
exterior temperature. For best results, it’s possible to place bottles or jugs of water 
in the cold frame in order to capture the sun’s heat and radiate it back to the cold 
frame when the sun is down. Of course, nothing about winter growing is guaranteed.

You must ensure leafy greens get adequate sun. Plants such as spinach are tol-
erant of shade, but in the winter months there are considerably fewer daylight hours. 
Spinach therefore needs to be grown in a sunny spot in your backyard or balcony. 

The best plants to grow in a cold frame are spinach, lettuce, kale, chard, and 
cabbage. Make sure to pick young leaves regularly in order to keep the plants 
producing throughout the season. As long as major cold snaps or snow events do 
not damage the plants, this should keep you stocked with fresh greens for most 
of the winter.

dear chrisanthemum, 
My potassium cravings continue to haunt me long after the snow has fallen, but i’m afraid my 
banana peels won’t compost because the weather is so cold. is there a way that i can compost 
outdoors in the winter? 
desperately yours, 
Banana Binger

Dear Banana Binger,
Absolutely, it is possible to compost outdoors in the winter! There are a couple 

of ways to do it: 
First, and most commonly, you can have a seasonal compost bin where most of 

the decomposition happens at a lower temperature in the warm months. The compost 
freezes in the cold months and stops breaking down, but it resumes once everything 
thaws out. You can continue to add to the bin while frozen. However, make sure to add 
enough carbon, such as wood chips, newspaper, etc. 

Such a compost bin is easily created with chicken wire fencing and four two by 
two inch, five foot long stakes. Pin the stakes in the ground and add sides four feet 
high. Wrap the chicken wire around the outside of the stakes and staple or nail them 
in place. Cover the bottom of the bin with a thick layer of cardboard. Then add your 
compost. You are going to want to alternate layers of brown stuff and green stuff. 
Turn the pile every now and then in order to aerate the mixture. Add a handful from 
a friend’s working compost pile in order to inoculate it with the necessary bacteria, 
fungus and insects.

Second, a simple worm compost bin is simple to construct and can be used in-
side your home during the winter. Take a five gallon bucket and drill 1/16 inch holes 
in the bottom. Take a second bucket, put a brick or two in the bottom, then place the 
holy vessel in it. Put down a thick layer of shredded newspaper (not this newspaper!), 
then add a few handfuls of compost. Finally, get a handful of red wriggler worms and 
put them right into the compost. The worms will grow in population in accordance with 
the quantity of compost. However, if you add too much too quickly, they will be over-
whelmed and the pile will start rotting. Avoid too much citrus, onions, or garlic. Also, 
it’s best to avoid banana peels (sorry Banana Binger), because they contain hundreds 
of fruit fly eggs in their flesh.  

A seed bomb is a compressed bundle of soil containing seeds or live vegetation, often 
contained inside a hollow ball of clay. Seed bombs can be launched at any target 
(save concrete), where the clay breaks and forms a bedrock for the soil, resulting in the 
sprouting of new plants! 
Plant your question in Chrisanthemum’s garden (care of: editors.the.leveller@gmail.
com) and he’ll cultivate a response for you to harvest next edition!

320 Lisgar Street, Ottawa 
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10% off toys and great discounts on workshops!

XL Petite

liBra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Libra, you sure like the masses 
to think you’re a literary le-
viathan, don’t you? I saw you 
reading Infinite Jest at the party 
last weekend. Here’s a tip: ev-
eryone knows that if you see 
a person carrying around that 
book, it means you’ll never 
finish reading it but you want 
the rest of us to think you have. 
The jest is that no one has ever 
read to the end. If you want 
to meet that special someone, 
drop the Jest and pick up the 
Marlowe.

SCorPio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Scorpio, you are the patron 
saint of Halloween in my 
books. But I have to tell you, 
you give some bogus advice 
when it comes to costumes. 
Dressing up like Donatello 
was a terrible suggestion, not 
only did I get beat up for be-
ing the “nerdy” turtle, I land-
ed on my back and couldn’t 
get up! Then, they started 
spinning me on the tin tur-
tleshell. You did that to me, 
Scorpio...

SagittariuS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
No more than one poem,
She warned, she begged, she 
pleaded
Sam will not like this

CaPriCorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
I looked into your future 
and saw a time when the 
moon was no more! With-
out the moon, tidal forces 
were determined by the 
sun only, leading to global 
tsunamis and the destabi-
lization of the Earth’s axis.  
That resulted in the freezing 
of the equator and the con-
version of Antarctica into a 
tropical paradise. Oh, and 
by “look into your future,” 
I, of course, mean I watched 

that episode of The Universe 
called, “The Day the Moon 
Went Away” before bed and 
got scared.

aQuariuS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
So, it has come to my at-
tention that it is in fact not 
a good idea to dress a one-
year-old up as a scary tiger 
for Halloween, and I thought 
I’d pass this tidbit onto you. 
Turns out they’ll scare them-
selves stupid, and while the 
tsunami of tears will wash 
the hours of makeup off 
their faces, it won’t prevent 
the psychological scarring. 

PiSCeS (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Pisces, we never talk anymore. 
I mean really talk. I feel like all 
I am is a soothsayer to you. 
Let’s talk about something 
real. So...there’s the whole 
U.S. government not working 
thing going on...bet you’d like 
to know more about that. Or 
how about those Senators, the 
ones with the pucks, I mean. 
Oh, forget I ever tried, Pisces!

arieS (March 21-April 19) 
We’ve been talking about 
Maestro Fresh Wes for some 
time, but it seems “bedtime” 
isn’t an appropriate time for 
groundbreaking hip-hop bril-
liance! You old bean, you’d 
better rock out to this tomor-
row: http://goo.gl/jo5RFz 

tauruS (April 20-May 20) 
I have these two older broth-
ers, and one Halloween, one 
of them thought it would be 
great to scare the other while 
they were getting ready. He 
threw off the lights and burst 
into the bathroom wearing a 
gorilla mask. The result was 
my other brother getting 
scared, ripping a towel rack 
out of the wall and bashing 
him over the head with it in 
shock and self defense! Mor-

al of the story: He who hath 
a towel rack prevails over he 
with a mask of gorilla. 

geMini (May 21-June 20) 
Gemini, why hast thou for-
saken me? I swear upon the 
tears of a generation that I 
had no idea the gentleman 
of high birth I loaned your 
horse-less chariot too would 
have such foul intent! Do 
not cast me away! Bleach 
will get the stains out...

CanCer (June 21-July 22) 
Here-ye here-ye! The sooth-
sayer dost know and foresee 
the glorious arrival of thy 
monthly blessing. The hai-
kuroscope is yours, Cancer:
Seven syllables
Iambic pentameter 
Shakespeare knows the rules

leo (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Leo, it occurs to me that the 
youth of today may not be as 
familiar as they need to be with 
M.C. Hammer. As an avid and 
passionate child of the 1980s, 
I knew you would be the only 
one to tell me I can’t touch this 
issue in public. I wish the oth-
ers would feel my power and 
see it is ultimately on the side 
of good. I’m too legit to quit, 
so let’s get it started Leo, tell the 
world, it’s time to preach the 
Hammer!

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
Didn’t I tell you enough last 
time, Virgo? Give a guy a 
break from time to time!



lisTings
TuES oCT 8
POETRY: CDAC presents In-
terpretations DeafJam Poetry - 
Rooster’s Café, Carleton U.. 8pm.

WED oCT 9
SHARE THANKSGIVING: Dead-
line to register for turkey-based 
matchmaking for immigrant 
families - sharethanksgiving.ca.

REPORT: Int’l Solidarity Mission 
with the Philippines - 2017 Dun-
ton Tower, Carleton U. 12pm.

CARS OR PEOPLE?: City of Otta-
wa as it tables its draft Transporta-
tion Master Plan - Andrew S. Hay-
don Hall, 110 Laurier Ave. 3pm.

POETRY: Spoken Word - Finding 
and Speaking Your Voice. WRC 
220 UCU, UOttawa. 4pm.

FUNDRAISER: Ecology Ottawa 
Gala Dinner - St-Elias Banquet 
Centre, 750 Ridgewood Ave. 
5:30pm.

WORKSHOP: Basic Bike Main-
tenance, Tires and Tubes. SFUO 
Bike Co-op, 200 Lees Ave, Room 
A105. 6pm.

TALK: Patterns: Celtic knots sim-
ply explained - Sunnyside Branch 
Ottawa Public Library. 6:30pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly environ-
mental choir rehearsals. Bronson 
Centre 222. 7pm. Every Wed.

WORKSHOP: Poetry Writing w/ 
Brandon Wint - UCU, UOttawa 
7pm. Every Wednesday.

THuRS oCT 10
SUPREME COURT: Kenney vs. 
Harkat - Constitutionality of Secu-
rity Certificates. 9am.

TRIBUTE: 2nd Annual Daniellle 
Naçu Community Bike Ride - Par-
liament Hill to City Hall. 11:30am.

MANIFESTATION: Bloquons 
les pipelines ! Manifestation 
contre les audiences de l’Office 
national de l’énergie. Square 
Victoria, Mtl. 3:30pm.

PIPELINE PROTEST: Energy East 
Open House - 10 Warner-Colpitts 
Lane, Stittsville. 4pm.

MEET-UP: Green Drinks - Fox & 
Feather Pub. 5:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Blood Rela-
tions - Heart and Crown Pub, 67 
Clarence St. 5:30pm.

TALK: Lawrence Hill in Conver-
sation with CBC’s Adrian Hare-
wood. Octopus Books 251 Bank 
St, 2nd Floor. 7pm.

PANEL: Science Matters - dis-
cussion on Science and Democ-
racy in Canada. Demarais 12102, 
UOttawa. 7pm.

STAGE: Kafka’s The Trial reading. 
St Paul’s University Amphithe-
atre, 223 Main St. 7:30pm.

FRI oCT 11
EXHIBIT: “Making Connections” 
Human Rights and Social Justice 
Art Exhibit - Fauteux Hall Room 
570, UOttawa. 9am-3:30pm.

POTLUCK: Women’s Resource 
Centre, 220 UCU, UOttawa. 
5pm.

SaT oCT 12
FESTIVAL: Ottawa Turkish Fest - 
Intercultural Dialogue Institute, 
335 Michael Cowpland Dr. 12-
9pm, Sat-Sun.

PROTEST: March Against Mon-
santo - World Food Day. Major’s 
Hill Park to Parliament Hill. 
1pm.

MEDITATION: Wellness through 
Mindful Living - Main branch Ot-
tawa Public Library. 2pm.

WOBBLIES: Picket at Bank and 
Gladstone SDM. 455 Bank St. @ 
Gladstone Ave. 3pm.

HARVEST: Backyard Harvest Af-
ter-Picket PotLuck and WildFire 
Collective House-Warming Party. 
562 Gladstone Ave. 4pm

TOURNAMENT: Vintage Video 
Games Mario Kart 64 Edition - 
Montgomery Legion Hall, 330 
Kent St. 4pm.

VIDEO SHOOT: #TarFree613 
Beach Party Video Shoot! Britan-
nia Beach. 4:30pm.

CONCERT: Two Causes One 
Concert with David Rovics - Mel-
kite Catholic Church, 1161 North 
River Rd (Vanier). 6pm.

FREE CONCERT: Randy Bach-
man and The Sadies - 1000 Pal-
ladium Dr, Kanata 7:30pm.

SuN oCT 13
FOOD NOT BOMBS: Free hot 
meals. Rideau Underpass. 4pm. 
Every Sunday.

MUSIC: Earth*tones Drum and 
Dance Circle. Every Sun. http://
earth-tones.ca/en/events

TuES oCT 15
#TARFREE613: Video Submis-
sion Deadline.

OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ckcufm.
com. 

TALK: Arthur Milner - Is Israel a 
Democracy for all its Citizens? In-
dependent Jewish Voices. Ottawa 
Public Library Auditorium, 120 
Metcalfe St. 7pm.

MUSIC: Songwriters’ Showcase - 
Pressed Cafe. 7pm.

WED oCT 16
LECTURE: Organic Architecture 
with Douglas Cardinal - National 
Gallery of Canada. 10am.

BOOK LAUNCH: “The Dilet-
tantes” by Michael Hingston - 
Octopus Books, 116 Third Ave. 
6:30pm.

POETRY: The Poetry Show fea-
turing THE POE. Observatory 
Bar, Algonquin College. 7pm.

THuRS oCT 17
CINEMA: Ottawa LGBT Film Fes-
tival - National Gallery of Canada 
5:30pm. Thurs-Sunday.

WORKSHOP: Organic Garden-
ing in the City - Heartwood 
House, 400 McArthur Ave. 7pm.

ARTISTIC SHOWCASE: Pressed 
Café. 7pm.

TALK: “When the Rainbow isn’t 
Enough” with Lali Mohamed 
Carleton U Room TBD. 7:30pm.

FRI oCT 18
PANEL: Covenant Chain Link IV, 
Indigenous Peoples’ perspectives 
on education - Richelieu-Vanier 
Community Centre, 300 Des 
Péres Blanc. 7pm.

SaT oCT 19
GLOBAL FRACKDOWN 2: www.
globalfrackdown.org.

WORKSHOP: Idle No More Pot-
luck - Old Forge, 2730 Carling 
Ave. 9:30am-4pm.

SEWING: Fabric Flea Market 
2013 - Glebe Community Centre, 
175 Third Ave. 10am-2pm.

OPEN HOUSE: Research and 
Collections facility, Canadian 
Museum of Nature - 1740 Pink 
Road, Gatineau. 10am-4pm.

ART: Around the Rainbow Art 
Day - Routhier Community Cen-
tre. 1pm.

FILM: Home Movie Day 2013 - 
Mayfair Theatre. 3:30pm.

CIRCLE: Sacred Ceremony in the 
Beaver Pond Forest - at the end of 
Walden Drive, Kanata. 5pm.

SuN oCT 20
DISCUSSION:  The Implications 
of Wealth Inequality in Canada - 
Ottawa Public Library. 2pm.

MoN oCT 21
SLAM: Ottawa Youth Poetry Slam 
featuring KING KIMBIT. Umi 
Café. 5:30pm.

TALK: Everybody’s Doing It: Talk-
ing About Sex and Disability. Ve-
nus Envy. 6:30pm.

LECTURE: The Transformations 
in the Relations Between Science, 
Policy and Citizens - Rm 12102, 
Desmarais Bldg, UOttawa. 7pm.

TuES oCT 22
JUSTICE: Justice pour les Vic-
times de Bavures Policières: Ras-
semblement et vigile commé-
morative annuelle | Justice for 
Victims of Police Killings: Vigil 
and March 480 rue Gilford, mé-
tro Laurier (sortie St-Joseph), Mtl. 
6:30pm.

WED oCT 23
LECTURE: Air pollution and 
health: a Canadian perspective. - 
Sunnyside Branch Ottawa Public 
Library, 1049 Bank St. 6:30pm.

READING: Author Series: Eliza-
beth Hay - Nepean Centrepointe 
Branch Library. 7pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: with Joel D. 
Harden’s “Quiet No More” - Oc-
topus Books, 251 Bank St. 7pm.

THuRS oCT 24
BOOKS: Ottawa International 
Writers Festival - Knox Church, 
120 Lisgar St. Until Oct. 29.

WEBINAR: The Natural Step 
Canada - Strategic Sustainable 
Development for Higher Educa-
tion - Online. 1pm.

FILM: Ottawa Human Rights 
Film Festival - Alumni Audito-
rium, UOttawa. Thurs-Sat.

VIDEO: Unreasonable Variety 
Night Showcase - Pressed Café, 
750 Gladstone Ave. 1pm.

FRI oCT 25
CONCERT: UOttawa Orchestra - 
Saint Brigid’s Centre for the Arts 
- 310 St. Patrick St. 8pm.

SaT oCT 26
ART: Ottawa Art Expo - St Elias 
Centre, 750 Ridgewood Ave. 
10am-5pm.

CONCERT: Pictures at an Exhibi-
tion - trumpet, piano, visual art - 
Centretown United Church. 2pm.

PARTY: Trick my Treat 5 - costume 
party for all kinds of queers! Café 
Nostalgica, UOttawa.  9:30pm.

SuN oCT 27
DISCUSSION: Raymond Aubin - 
Artist talk - City Hall Art Gallery, 
110 Laurier Ave. 2pm.

MoN oCT 28
LECTURE: Is International De-
velopment Dead? - Rm 4004 
Social Sciences Bldg, UOttawa. 
12pm.

TuES oCT 29
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS RA-
DIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 

FRI Nov 1
CONFERENCE:  No One Is Ille-
gal-Ottawa (Re)Launch & Con-
ference - Building Movement. 
Fri-Sun. 

SaT Nov 2
WORKSHOPS: Two Workshops 
with Andrea Zanin! Venus Envy. 
7:30pm.

MoN Nov 4
CONSENT IS SEXY WEEK


