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No ENd for NoII

rEcoNcIlIatIoN mEaNs, “rEspEct our laws, our ways 
of lIfE aNd who wE arE as tsIlhqot’IN pEoplE”

“The conference aimed to 

establish networks of solidarity 

for resistance against the 

unjust treatment of those with 

marginalized histories of migration 

to Canada while also extending 

a more critical understanding of 

the ways in which the current 

immigration system functions.”

Colleen Cardinal, Kristen Gilchrist, Adrian Smith and C. Monge at the NOII Friday Night Opening Panel Photo: Leslie Muñoz

Migrant justice group relaunches in Ottawa

Leaders say Tsilhqot’in Supreme Court case continues legacy of 1864 uprising against colonization

leslie muñoz  
and Francella Fiallos

Local migrant justice or-
ganizers and activists from 
Montreal and Toronto joined 
their Ottawa counterparts on 
Nov. 1-2 to take part in No 
One is Illegal (NOII)-Otta-
wa’s Building Movement (re)
Launch Conference. Ideas 
were shared and connections 
built over panels, workshops, 
food and artistry.

“If someone had said a 
year ago that No One is Il-
legal would be holding a 
conference in Ottawa, this 
intimidating cold white 
capital of Canada, I would 
not have believed them,” 
said Romina Hernandez of 
Mexican@s Unid@s por la 
Regularizacion during her 
speech on organizing anti-

deportation case work from 
the grassroots. 

The conference aimed to 
establish networks of soli-
darity for resistance against 
the unjust treatment of 
those with marginalized 
histories of migration to 
Canada while also extend-
ing a more critical under-
standing of the ways in 
which the current immigra-
tion system functions.  

It advocated the idea 
that individuals, families 
and communities should 
be allowed to thrive in Can-
ada regardless of their legal 
status, but with respect to-
wards the original inhabit-
ants of the land.   

“The Canadian state is 
a racist state,” said Adrian 
Smith of Justicia for Migrant 
Workers. “It’s a capitalist, 

imperialist state…forged in 
a racist context…and it’s al-
ways trying to renew the con-
ditions of marginalization. 
We should never forget that.”

Some of the topics high-
lighted during the NOII 
Conference included labour 
and migrants, critical immi-
gration 101, anti-deportation 
case work, mapping migra-
tion, Indigenous solidarity, 
and strategies for organizing.

A central objective was to 
discuss how communities 
living on stolen land should 
be mediated by Indigenous 
peoples instead of the Cana-
dian state. “It is important to 
show support to Indigenous 
people from other parts of 
the world…the only way to 
do that is to create a com-
munity and to support each 
other,”said Colleen Cardinal, 

sam heaton

Over 25 Tsilhqot’in lead-
ers, youth, women and elders 
visited unceded Algonquin 
territory/Ottawa on Nov. 5-8 
in what has been called an 
historic delegation. The occa-
sion was a landmark case for 
recogni tion of their Aborig-
inal Title to their territory by 
the Supreme Court of Canada.

Chief Roger William of Xeni 
Gwet’in First Nation, one of the 
six Tsilhqot’in communities 
that make up the Tsilhqot’in 
Nation, first launched legal 
proceedings against British Co-
lumbia in 1989 and 1998 to 
prevent forestry operations on 
Xeni Gwet’in territory. Those 
proceedings have led to the 
case currently before the Su-
preme Court.

In the 2007 B.C. Supreme 
Court decision on Tsilhqot’in 
Nation v. British Columbia, 
Justice David Vickers ruled 
that the Tsilhqot’in people 
have Aboriginal rights to 
hunt, trap and trade animal 
skins and pelts in around 5% 

of their traditional territory.
 The “all-or-nothing” title 

claim, wherein the plaintiff 
asked for either full title area 
recognition or none at all, was 
dismissed, but Vickers gave 
the opinion that title had been 
proven with regards to 40% of 
the claimed area (2% of their 
territory).

 All parties appealed this de-
cision and were subsequently 
heard in the B.C. Court of Ap-
peal in 2010. The court upheld 
the 2007 rights judgment, but 
struck down the Aboriginal 
title decision, stating that title 
could be claimed only to areas 
specifically occupied and in-
tensively used.

It is this narrow interpre-
tation of title that has been 
appealed in Canada’s high-
est court. Throughout the 
Supreme Court hearing on 
Nov. 7, interveners for the 
Tsilhqot’in Nation and the 
attorneys general of the prov-
inces respectively gave their 
contending interpretations 
of Aboriginal title.

Louise Mandell, lawyer for 

speaking on behalf of Fami-
lies of Sisters in Spirit dur-
ing the opening panel of the 
conference. 

The conference wrapped 
up with an artistic show-
case at Fall Down Gallery, 
highlighting the stories and 
experiences of immigrants 
through spoken word, poetry 
and song. 

Around 120 people at-
tended the showcase, en-
titled “All Immigrants Are 
Artists,” and were asked to 
donate to NOII’s ongoing 
fundraiser to support future 
migrant justice campaigns.

Spoken word poets Lu-
kayo and Open Secret spoke 
on their experiences living 
in migrant households and 

assimilating to Canadian 
culture.

“You’re asked to forget a 
lot of things to be a part of 
this [country],” Lukayo said 
in between poems. 

Emcee Brandon Wint, 
an Ottawa poet, said the 
celebration illustrated the 
conference’s overall man-
date to enhance communi-
ty relations and to engage 
migrant justice.

“The abillity to be in a 
new place and to emerge 
with dignity is a beautiful 
thing,” Wint said. “To say 
that all immigrants are artists 
is just reaffirming the intel-
ligence and the persistence 
that it takes to survive the 
immigrant experience.”

the Union of British Colum-
bia Indian Chiefs, captured 
the essence of the conten-
tion in her intervention to 
the court, asking, “How did 
the province gain control of 
the homelands of Indigenous 
peoples in British Columbia 
in the absence of treaty?”

Mandell pointed out that, 
“The law governing the asser-
tion of Crown sovereignty, 
the foundation of relations 
between Indigenous people 
and the Crown, is stated in 
the [1763] Royal Proclama-
tion, which spoke of unced-
ed lands being reserved to 
the Indian nations, requiring 
the crown to acknowledge 
the preexisting rights of In-
digenous people to their 
land and laws as legal rights.”

“Based on the doctrines of 
Discovery and Terra Nullius, 
the government posits that 
provincial title is presumed 
and complete, while Aborigi-
nal title is denied, acknowl-
edged only when proven in 
court or recognized by gov-
ernments through treaty.”

Several events were or-
ganized to welcome the 
Tsilhqot’in people to Ottawa 
and show support for what 
could be the first granting 
of Aboriginal title by the Su-
preme Court in Canadian his-
tory. These included a morn-
ing ceremony and afternoon 
rally at the Supreme Court, a 
feast after the day in court, and 
a panel discussion Nov. 8 on 
the legal aspects of the case.

Throughout the gather-

ings and discussions held to 
support their fight, Tsilhqot’in 
leaders stressed that this legal 
case is an extension of their 
ongoing resistance to colo-
nialism. Examples given were 
the 1864 Tsilhqot’in War, 
when six war chiefs were ex-
ecuted by British Columbia as 
well as the current fight against 
the New Prosperity mine pro-
posed by Taseko Mining on 
their traditional territory.

The decision of this Su-
preme Court case will im-
pact not only the Tsilhqot’in 
but also other First Nations 
across Canada including the 
Algonquin and Mik’maq 
who have never ceded their 
territory.. The ruling, howev-
er, is not expected until some 
time next year. 

Chief Roger William of Xeni Gwet’in First Nation (Centre) in front of the Supreme Court of Canada Photo: Pei-Ju Wang
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Lev•el•ler
noun

1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office, 
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at  

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com
Join us
facebook  the Leveller: campus • community • culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

LeveL the Playing Field: a Call For SuStainerS
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. Community-based media needs 
community-funded support. Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution. 
Contact operations.the.leveller@gmail.com for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.

read.

The Leveller acknowledges that Ottawa is on unceded Algonquin territory.
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Behind the scenes, we need people to 
help with proofreading, copy editing, 
photography, design/layout, website/
social media, business, and especially 
distribution. Help us expand the 
Leveller by distributing newspapers to 
local businesses and organizations in 
your neighbourhood.

Build your skills as you contribute to 
strengthening independent media in 
your community.
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       Leveller!
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thE plot dEEpaNs...
Budlakoti wins important concessions in long 
fight to regain stolen citizenship
Ajay parasram

The Immigration and Ref-
ugee Board (IRB) has signifi-
cantly reduced the conditions 
of release for Ottawa-born 
Deepan Budlakoti following 
a rally and court appearance 
on Nov. 1.

“We are very glad to cel-
ebrate this small victory with 
Deepan,” said Lena McFar-
lane of the Justice for Deepan 
Support Committee. “How-
ever, more than just removing 
his conditions of release, we 
are renewing our call for an 
end to his deportation order.”

Ottawa is seeking to de-
port Budlakoti to India, a 
country he has never lived 
in, based on misinformation 
about his parents’ employ-
ment status in the 1980s that 
are well documented in the 
Leveller and elsewhere. 

While the government in-
sists that Budlakoti was born 
to parents employed at the 
Indian High Commission, 
Budlakoti’s legal team has in-
troduced evidence, including 
a letter from the then-High 
Commissioner, confirming 
that the parents of Budlakoti 
were not employed at the 
High Commission at the time 
of his birth.

For Budlakoti, even get-
ting to the IRB hearing was 
an ordeal. 

“Building security 
wouldn’t even let me into my 
own hearing!” Budlakoti told 
the Leveller. 

“The media was outside, 
and a demonstration chant-
ing ‘Deport Harper, keep 
Deepan.’ It wasn’t until one 
of my lawyers intervened that 
security eventually gave me a 
pass to get to my own hear-
ing,” he said.

At the hearing, Budlakoti’s 
legal team presented evidence 
obtained through Access to 
Information requests that 
the Canadian Border Services 

Agency (CBSA) deliberately 
withheld important informa-
tion from the IRB and Bud-
lakoti. Specifically, the CBSA 
concealed statements made 
by the government of India 
that informed Canada Budla-
koti was not an Indian citizen 
and thus New Delhi would 
not accept Ottawa’s deporta-
tion request.

According to a Justice For 
Deepan press release, “while 
the Board recognized that the 
CBSA had wrongly withheld 
information from Mr. Bud-
lakoti and his legal team, it 
refused to consider the impli-
cations of that information, 
deciding that it did not have 
jurisdiction.”

The relaxed conditions 
and removal of curfew gives 
Budlakoti the flexibility to 
seek work in his field as a 
heavy equipment operator. 
Various arms of the Cana-
dian government have made 
finding employment difficult 
since stripping him of his Ca-
nadian citizenship, however. 

With that loss in status 
came the loss of his social 
insurance number (SIN) card 
and an additional require-
ment to seek a work permit in 
order to work legally. Gaining 
the necessary documentation 
for Budlakoti to regain the 
right to work in his country 
of birth took a concerted ef-
fort by his legal team, the 
Immigrant Workers’ Centre, 
and the office of NDP leader 
Thomas Mulcair.

“Thomas Mulcair’s office 
helped me get answers about 
why there were so many hold-
ups with my work permit,” 
Budlakoti said. “Mulcair put 
pressure on the government 
to stop delaying. When I was 
trying to get my SIN card, 
they told me [to wait] eight to 
nine weeks. After Mulcair got 
involved, I got my SIN card 
in the mail in two weeks,” he 
told the Leveller. 

Other organizations, in-
cluding the Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association (CCLA), 
the B.C. Civil Liberties Asso-
ciation, Unifor, CUPE 4600, 
and many other community 
organizations and labour 
unions have joined the in-
creasing chorus of people 
and organizations supporting 
Budlakoti’s full reinstatement 
of citizenship rights, accord-
ing to Justice For Deepan’s of-
ficial website.

Two of Budlakoti’s law-
yers, Yavar Hameed and Ah-
mad Ramadan, have filed an 
application before the Federal 
Court  “seeking a declaration 
that Deepan is indeed a Ca-
nadian citizen,” according 
to a Nov. 4 press release. The 
press release notes that this 
application can be heard as 
early as January 2014. 

If it is established legally 
that Budlakoti is a citizen, 
then the IRB would no lon-
ger have any jurisdiction over 
him at all, a point that the 
IRB refused to consider at the 
Nov. 1 hearing. 

The CCLA and Amnesty 
International have written to 
Immigration Minister Chris 
Alexander requesting the 
speedy restoration of Budla-
koti’s citizenship.

Peter Stieda, another 
member of Budlakoti’s legal 
team said, “Mr. Budlakoti has 
been rendered stateless by the 
actions of the Canadian gov-
ernment. [The situation] is a 
complete abomination and a 
violation of the Charter and 
international law.”

With his new and hard-
won rights of mobility, Bud-
lakoti plans on raising aware-
ness of his case across the 
country, seeking alliances and 
building solidarity from coast 
to coast. He told the Leveller 
he plans on visiting Guelph, 
Toronto, Halifax, Vancouver, 
Victoria, and Kingston in Jan-
uary 2014.

Les Sans-culottes 
étaient les 
révolutionnaires 
radicaux pendant 
la Révolution 
française (vers 
1789). Leur 
nom émanait 
des pantalons 
qu’ils portaient 
au lieu de la 
culotte courte et 
des bas, portés 
par les nobles et 
les bourgeois.

Nous acceptons 
actuellement des articles 
en français pour la 
prochaine édition du 
Leveller.
Envoyez vos articles à 
editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com, et aidez-
nous à diversifier notre 
contenu!
Si vous avez de 
l’expérience dans la 
révision de textes en 
français, contactez-nous!

don’t get left out in the cold.

Photo: Ossie Michelin
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thE csrc Is dEad!
campus

The Leveller says fare thee well
Ajay parasram

Friends, Ravens, activ-
ists! Lend me your eyes. I 
come to praise the Critical 
Social Research Collabora-
tive, not to bury it!

It is with a heavy heart 
that I must report that as 
of fall 2013, the infamous 
Critical Social Research 
Collaborative (CSRC) has 
formally disbanded. It was 
not too long ago, between 
the harvests of 2008 and 
2009, that this ambitious 
group took shape under the 
spectre of a Marxist read-
ing group. The founding 
vanguard included Gulden 
Ozcan, Aaron Henry, Ryan 
Katz-Rosene, Priscillia Lefe-
bvre, and Carlo Fanelli. The 
group was largely affiliated 
with Carleton’s Institute of 
Political Economy, which 
thirstily attracts the intel-
lectual left of this campus 
like the gravitational pull 
of a black hole sucking the 
very photons from its celes-
tial sister.

Built on the conviction 
that critical social research 
ought to bring together 
activists, scholars, and 
students to be meaning-
ful in the hostile political 
economic environment of 
contemporary Ottawa, the 
CSRC organized the first 
of five annual conferences 
in critical social research 
in 2009. As a pilot project 
aimed at testing the waters 
amongst the left-leaning 
Ottawa audiences, the first 
conference, entitled “Dia-
lectics in Question: Revis-
iting ‘Capital’ &/in Cri-
ses,” was held at Carleton 
University. The gathering 
brought together activists, 
students, and professors 
across Carleton, as well as 
from the headquarters of 
Marxist academic research, 
York University. 

But nay! 
It was not enough to 

satiate the appetites of the 
hungry Ottawa masses, 
starved and deprived as 
they were, supping upon a 

cruel diet of Harper-esque 
platitudes! The people de-
manded more, and the 
CSRC grew. What was once 
a reading group hath now 
become a veritable organi-
zation, hosting seminars 
and workshops and assist-
ing with critical film festi-
vals across the polis! 

Like the magicians of 
old, the CSRC resurrected 
the defunct journal, Alter-
nate Routes, adding the sub-
heading “a journal of critical 
social research.” As a found-
ing CSRC member, Fanelli 
was made editor of the jour-
nal and published the first 
revived edition in 2011.

The CSRC’s mandate 
was a simple one: to be a 
graduate student-led re-
search collective bring-
ing together faculty, trade 
unionists, and community 
activists to promote, sup-
port, and create a platform 
for the sharing of critical 
perspectives and research 
conducted on the defining 
social issues of our time.

And oh, how they did!
Hosting seminars on 

feminist methodology, 
launching books such as 
The Ugly Canadian by Yves 
Engler and The AKP Years 
in Turkey by Simten Coşar, 
and allying themselves 
with the Ontario Public 
Research Interest Group 
(OPIRG), the CSRC had be-
come a hub and sanctuary 
for those swimming against 
the currents of austerity, co-
lonialism, and intellectual 
boredom. Scholars and stu-
dents looked forward to the 
group’s annual conference, 
coming from Central and 
Western Canada, the north-
east of the United States, 
the Middle East, and South 
Asia. To the delight of the 
masses, the CSRC’s fourth 
annual conference was held 
in 2012, entitled “Fault 
Lines of Revolution!” 

With a membership con-
tinually growing, represent-
ing an increasing number 
of undergraduate students, 
the venerable CSRC became 

a Carleton University Stu-
dents’ Association (CUSA) 
club – at least until the 
beginning of the end in 
2012. Plagued by techno-
cratic thugs who had com-
mandeered the normally 
progressive undergraduate 
union, the CSRC was forced 
to spend a ridiculous 
amount of time haggling, 
fighting, and hoop-jumping 
to satisfy the ideologically 
driven new CUSA execu-
tive, arguing that, yes, even 
left-wing student groups 
deserve the same treat-
ment as the gun club and 
the anti-abortionists they 
preferred to support. The 
CSRC joined with other 
working groups of OPIRG 
to defend the organization 
against the callous attack 
and attempted defunding 
of the PIRG, celebrating 
with the progressive left 
when undergraduate stu-
dents voted to continue 
supporting OPIRG, with 
over 70 per cent in favour of 
keeping the progressive hub 
on campus. That year, the 
CSRC hosted its fifth and 
final annual conference, 
entitled “Eulogies for the 
Public: Capitalism, Warfare, 
and the Conservative Turn.”

While many new mem-
bers have been attracted to 
the CSRC’s executive board 
over the years, and some 
old stalwarts remained 
active unto the end, its 
members are plagued by 
the torrential downpour 
of doctoral dissertation de-
mands. It is perhaps fitting, 
then, that as they rounded 
out half a decade with a 
“Eulogy for the Public,” 
we offer this public eulogy 
in the left-wing space of 
thy sacred Leveller parch-
ment! As this generation of 
the CSRC departs and the 
project lays dormant, cast 
thee no tear! For the foun-
dations lie waiting for the 
next generation of gradu-
ate students to take up the 
torch and burn a fire bright 
enough to be worthy of re-
membrance! 

The CSRC’s Wake.  Photo: Random dude at Mike’s Place
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campus

carlEtoN hops oN lNG BaNdwaGoN
Another privately-funded institute set to conduct research on campus
sam heaton

Carleton University is set 
to follow the trend towards 
the exploitation of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) with the 
creation of a new research 
institute, according to a press 
release issued Oct. 15.

The university signed an 
agreement in Beijing on Oct. 
16 with the private energy 
company ENN Group to es-
tablish the clean energy re-
search institute as part of Car-
leton’s faculty of engineering 
and design.

The ENN Group’s Chair-
man, Wang Yusuo, connect-
ed the agreement with Car-
leton to Canada’s anticipated 
LNG boom.

What the press release fails 
to mention is that those LNG 
exports are based on retriev-
ing the natural gas from shale 
rock using a process known 
as hydraulic fracturing or 

“fracking.” It is precisely this 
method for capturing natural 
gas from shale that is conten-
tious across Canada and on 
Carleton’s campus.

The issue has gained at-
tention in Canada following 
the RCMP attack on the Elsi-
pogtog First Nation. On Oct. 
17, protesters established a 
blockade to affirm their sov-
ereignty and prevent the U.S. 
energy monopoly SWN from 
exploring and staking claims 
on natural gas deposits on 
their territory.

Elsipogtog defenders cited 
claims of water and soil con-
tamination caused by frack-
ing in the United States as 
a motivation to uphold the 
blockade in order to protect 
the integrity of water resourc-
es in the future. 

On Nov. 4, the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland and 
Labrador issued a press re-
lease announcing a mora-
torium on new hydraulic 

fracturing applications until 
sufficient review and consul-
tation is undertaken regard-
ing the safety of the process. 
“Fracking” has also been 
banned in several countries, 
including France.

At Carleton, students have 

questioned the new initiative 
unfolding on campus. At its 
Oct. 18 council meeting, the 
Graduate Students’ Associa-
tion passed a motion calling 
on Carleton University to 
publicly release all agree-
ments between the university 

and the ENN Group.
The motion called on 

Carleton University presi-
dent Roseann Runte to clarify 
whether the university was 
taking a position on the envi-
ronmental impact of natural 
gas extraction, given that the 

press release referred to it as 
“clean energy.”

Carleton’s agreement is 
another example of two ma-
jor trends in the direction of 
the Canadian economy. 

One is the increasing cor-
poratization of university 

research. The Canadian Asso-
ciation of University Teachers 
pointed out in its analysis of 
the 2013 budget that public 
funding for scientific research 
is increasingly reserved only 
for so-called partnerships be-
tween private businesses and 
educational institutions, as 
opposed to basic research led 
by scientists.

According to Research In-
fosource Inc., Carleton Uni-
versity’s externally sponsored 
research income has declined 
steadily each year since 2008, 
going from around $85 mil-
lion in 2008 to roughly $50 
million in 2012. Carleton has 
increasingly looked for foreign 
partnerships between 2008-
2012, including establishing 
the Canada-India Centre for 
Excellence, the National Capi-
tal Confucius Institute for Cul-
ture, Language and Business, 
and now the clean energy re-
search institute.

The LNG agreement also 

comes at a time when prom-
ised natural gas extraction 
revenue and jobs feature 
prominently in the political 
agendas of several provincial 
governments. 

LNG has been heralded 
by the B.C. government as a 
cure for the province’s bud-
getary woes.

A report from the Ministry 
of Energy, Mines, and Natu-
ral Gas quoted Minister Rich 
Coleman promising “unprec-
edented economic growth 
and well-paying jobs,” and 
the recent Liberal government 
throne speech claimed LNG 
revenue could wipe out B.C.’s 
debt or eliminate the provin-
cial sales tax. 

The B.C. Liberal govern-
ment’s plan for LNG exploita-
tion rests on the assumption 
of a sufficient market for the 
natural gas in Asia. Canada 
has recently turned to Asia as 
a primary market for its en-
ergy production. 

What the press release fails to mention 
is that those LNG exports are based 
on retrieving the natural gas from 
shale rock using a process known as 
hydraulic fracturing or “fracking.”
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Elsipogtog, Harper’s Energy Agenda, and Policing Indigenous Protest

the raid
The early morning glimmers of dawn revealed Royal Ca-

nadian Mounted Police (RCMP) tactical teams and sniper 
units emerging through the brush near the anti-fracking en-
campment, backed by hundreds of officers waiting impa-
tiently nearby.

As day broke amidst the snarling of police dogs, the ut-
tering of racial slurs, and the aiming of deadly weapons 
at Mi’kmaq elders and youth, the violent force levied upon 
those defending the land was met with Molotov cocktails 
and increasing defiance.

On Oct. 17, an estimated 200 members of the RCMP 
carried out an assault on a peaceful anti-fracking blockade 
in the town of Rexton in eastern New Brunswick.

The RCMP enforced a court injunction, filed by Houston-
based fracking giant Southwestern Energy (SWN) Resourc-
es, armed with assault and sniper rifles, dogs, tear gas, pep-
per spray, an anti-riot unit, and a tactical armoured vehicle.

A large coalition of Indigenous, Acadian, and Anglo-
phone communities is fighting SWN for its fracking ambi-

tions in parts of eastern New Brunswick.
SWN was forced to retreat during a summer filled with 

protests and police violence, but returned in late Septem-
ber with six “thumper” trucks, which gather seismic data to 
determine the location of shale gas underground. A coali-
tion of groups, including the Elsipogtog First Nation and 
the Mi’kmaq Warrior Society, blocked access to the trucks, 
housed in a compound owned by the powerful Irving family, 
which commands a large portion of the province’s wealth. 

The Irvings support both shale gas development and tar 
sands pipeline construction to increase refining capacity. 
They also provide security for SWN through Industrial Secu-
rity Limited, according to the Aboriginal Peoples Television 
Network (APTN).

The police raid resulted in 40 arrests and numerous inju-
ries, the Halifax Media Co-op said. Six RCMP vehicles were 
torched in retaliation.The RCMP abandoned their outpost 
on Elsipogtog territory the following day after a fire forced 
the officers out, APTN said. The police assault sparked doz-
ens of protests and blockades while support poured in from 

across Canada.
Although SWN was successful in employing police action 

to free its equipment, opposition has swelled and succeeded in 
illuminating the inherent racism in the Canadian government’s 
approach to the treaty relationship with Indigenous peoples.  

riFtS deePen in treaty relationShiP
“Crown land belongs to the government, not to fucking 

natives,” shouted a heavily armed RCMP officer in camou-
flaged fatigues, according to the APTN during the assault on 
the blockade. 

While this quote may seem jarring, it encapsulates the 
general mood of the government over the decades, culminat-
ing in yet another violent crackdown on Indigenous peoples 
asserting land and treaty rights (see map). 

The incident represents a continuation of a policy of set-
tler colonialism based on land dispossession, forced assimi-
lation, and erasure, epitomized by the aggressive words 
and actions of the armed enforcers of Canadian sovereignty, 
and in violation of historic treaties.

By Andy CrosBy

“Under the Peace and Friendship Treaties of 1760 and 
1761 in the Maritimes, the Mi’kmaq and the Maliseet sig-
natories did not surrender rights to lands or resources,” as-
serts Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada. 
The Supreme Court’s 1999 Marshall decision reaffirmed 
Mi’kmaq treaty rights to hunt and fish as laid out in the trea-
ties.

Regardless of existing treaties, the approach of succes-
sive Canadian governments to the “Indian problem,” un-
derstood in contemporary terms as competing assertions of 
sovereignty over land and resources, has been excessive 
use of force.

Despite numerous inquiries and commissions stemming 
from acts of violence against Indigenous populations, the 
Harper government has ramped up hostility since coming 
into office in 2006. At that time, the Conservatives estab-
lished an elaborate surveillance regime comprised of numer-
ous government departments and security agencies to moni-
tor and mitigate expressions of Indigenous resistance in the 
realm of land defense and treaty rights.

The Harper regime has also reduced government spend-
ing, cut programs, and gutted environmental protection by 
pushing through legislation such as omnibus Bill C-38, which 
streamlines the environmental review process on develop-
ment projects, without consulting Indigenous communities.

These aggressive actions in violation of treaties sparked 
the Idle No More movement, and resulted in international at-
tention being directed towards Canada’s worsening human 
rights records.

huMan rightS CriSiS
On Oct. 15, James Anaya, United Nations (UN) special 

rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous peoples, wrapped 
up an official visit to Canada with a press conference in 

Ottawa.
According to Anaya, “Canada faces a crisis when it 

comes to the situation of Indigenous peoples of the country.”
He accused the Canadian government of failing to “fully 

respond to Aboriginal peoples’ urgent needs, fully protect 
their Aboriginal and treaty rights, or to secure relationships 
based on mutual trust and common purpose.”

He further warned that resource extraction should not 
occur on Indigenous territories without “adequate consulta-
tions” and “free, prior and informed consent.” 

Anaya will present a final report to the UN Human Rights 
Council in September 2014.

the FraCKing truth
Two days after the raid, anti-fracking actions took place 

in hundreds of cities across over 25 countries as part of 
the second “Global Frackdown,” according to Democracy 
Now!.

Fracking, or hydraulic fracturing, is the controversial 
practice of injecting chemicals and water into the ground in 
order to break apart rock formations to release shale gas.

The practice has been met with staunch resistance every-
where it has been proposed and been dealt one moratorium 
after another in a significant number of regions throughout 
the world, including Québec, New York, and the entire 
country of France. Newfoundland and Labrabor was the lat-
est to announce a moratorium on Nov. 4.

A number of environmental concerns stem from the practice 
of fracking, including water use and disposal, contamination, 
and air pollution, according to the CBC. Fracking uses large 
volumes of water which become contaminated and require ei-
ther storage or treatment. The use of chemicals in the process 
contaminates groundwater and drinking water, and the re-
leased gas and other substances can continue leaking from the 

well for decades. A comprehensive study completed by Cornell 
University researchers in 2011 concluded that fracking creates 
more greenhouse gas emissions than conventional oil and gas 
extraction methods and is worse than burning coal.

SeiZing the MoMent
The latest incident at Elsipogtog is by no means a novel 

phenomenon. It represents yet another violent crackdown 
by the Canadian state against expressions of Indigenous 
sovereignty asserting land and treaty rights. What sets this 
particular incident apart from the rest is that the blockade 
represented a direct challenge to the Conservative govern-
ment’s vision of Canada as an export-based economic su-
perpower via the hyper-exploitation of natural resources, 
centred around the tar sands mega-project and related pipe-
line and fracking projects.

At various times in recent months, PM Harper has publicly 
asserted that Canada will push through projects to develop 
its natural resources and that they will “not take no for an 
answer.” This was epitomized in the “Seizing Canada’s Mo-
ment” throne speech on Oct. 16, when the Governor Gener-
al insisted that infrastructure must be hastily developed in or-
der to export the fruits of the country’s vast energy reserves. 
In an erasure of history, he asserted that, “Canada’s natural 
wealth is our national inheritance.”

In the face of intensified opposition across the country, 
the Canadian government responded to the Elsipogtog 
blockade with armed force in an attempt to crush resistance 
and deter others by sending a strong message that physical 
opposition to energy projects will not be tolerated. 

But this response only emboldened a movement, which 
has an alternative vision of these territories, based predomi-
nantly on historic treaties between settlers and Indigenous 
peoples, and on respect for the environment.

royal Canadian Mounted Police:  
A History of Colonialism,  
subversion, and surveillance
history: Formed Dec. 1, 1920 (preced-
ed by Dominion Police and North West 
Mounted Police)
annual Budget: $2.8 billion (2013-
2014 estimates)
employees: 28,640
detachments: 680
Jurisdiction: 8 provinces, 3 territories, 
190 municipalities, 184 Indigenous com-
munities

The early manifestations of Canada’s 
national police force, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) were predominant-
ly active in western portions of the country, 
facilitating colonial expansion by providing 
security for industry and settlement.

The RCMP also became the armed en-

forcers of Canada’s genocidal legislation, 
the Indian Act, which at its core sought to 
“eliminate the Indian.” Under the legisla-
tion, the RCMP facilitated the forced reloca-
tion of Indigenous peoples onto reserves, 
the kidnapping of Indigenous children into 
residential schools, and enforced govern-
ment bans on Indigenous cultural and reli-
gious practices. Further, they comprised the 
bulk of the military force employed to crush 
expressions of Indigenous resistance.

As the force evolved, it was increasing-
ly used against the labour movement and 
“leftists,” acting as strike breakers during 
the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike and in 
the 1933 Estevan Riot. It also spied on and 
attacked the On-to-Ottawa Trek, culminat-
ing in the 1935 Regina Riot.

In the following decades, it continued 
surveillance practices and infiltration of 
both Indigenous and progressive political 
parties, including decades of spying on 
prominent politician and former NDP lead-

er Tommy Douglas.
When Québec independence became 

an issue in the 1970s, the Keable and Mc-
Donald commissions revealed that the RCMP 
intervened to commit acts of bombing, ar-
son, and kidnapping to supplement multiple 
thefts while also issuing fake Front de libéra-
tion du Québec (FLQ) communiqués.

In the following decades, the RCMP 
continued to garner international attention. 
Following the 2001 attacks in New York 
City, the RCMP was found to be complicit 
in the extradition and torture of Canadian 
citizens, most notably in the Maher Arar in-
quiry, which forced a public apology and 
the resignation of the RCMP commissioner. 
It also formed an anti-terrorism unit and car-
ried out raids on warrior societies in B.C.

Also in B.C., RCMP detachments are 
notorious for illegal acts, including murder. 
In February 2013, Human Rights Watch is-
sued a report, “Those Who Take Us Away: 
Abusive Policing and Failures in Protection 

of Indigenous Women and Girls in North-
ern British Columbia, Canada,” which de-
tails police violence, including excessive 
use of force, sexual abuse, and rape.

At the same time, the RCMP stepped 
up surveillance efforts directed towards In-
digenous groups defending their territories 
against harmful development activities. In 
2007, Access to Information documents 
revealed that the RCMP formed an Aborigi-
nal Joint Intelligence Group to monitor and 
mitigate Indigenous protest actions. Ac-
cording to the Toronto Star, the unit acted 
as a “central repository” responsible for 
collecting and distributing intelligence on 
“communities of concern” to various gov-
ernment departments, security and law 
enforcement agencies, and “industry part-
ners” in the energy sector. The documents 
state that the “vast majority” of surveillance 
activities are “related to lands and resourc-
es,” and “most are incited by development 
activities on traditional territories.”

sWn resources Canada: 
A Fracking Giant Under Fire
SWN Resources Canada, Inc. (wholly owned 
subsidiary of Southwestern Energy Company)
Founded: 1929
headquarters: Houston, Texas
employees: 2,300

In March 2010, the newly-elected Conservative 
government in New Brunswick accepted a SWN 
bid for a license to search for shale gas covering 
2.5 million acres in the province, according to the 
company website.

Although Mi’kmaq and Maliseet communities 
never ceded their territories in present-day New 
Brunswick, the government’s 2013 “Oil and Natu-
ral Gas Blueprint” fails to factor in consultation 
with Indigenous communities. The province has 
leased over 1.4 million hectares of Crown land to 
nine companies to explore for shale gas deposits, 
according to the CBC.

SWN’s invasion of Mi’kmaq territory with its 

fracking intentions has created problems for the 
company, resulting in actions forcing its opera-
tions to a halt in recent months, including the 
torching and blockading of its equipment. In 
frustration, SWN workers have threatened the 
lives of Mi’kmaq youth, according to the Halifax 
Media Co-op.

The latest multi-week blockade of equipment 
cost SWN $60,000 per day, according to the 
company. SWN sought and was granted a court 
injunction and put pressure on the N.B. govern-
ment and RCMP to enforce an eviction, express-
ing concern that the blockade was allowed to 
receive food and other provisions from support-
ers. On Oct. 22, a N.B. court denied a SWN 
request for a permanent injunction to prevent 
anti-fracking protests.

In response, SWN is suing 13 anti-fracking 
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protesters, according to court documents ob-
tained by the CBC. The company claims it suf-
fered $650,000 in damages as a result of van-
dalism and obstruction.

“Allowing the protest to continue in the same 
manner will put the entirety of the geophysical 
exploration program in danger of cancellation,” 
said Christopher Cainsford-Betty, an employee with 
SWN’s Houston-based parent company.

According to the documents, SWN hired a 
“large and expensive security team” and conduct-
ed online surveillance of anti-fracking opponents, 
gathering 200 pages of social media posts regard-
ing protests and alleged threats.

The legal move and spying tactics suggest an 
attempt to deter social movements and communi-
ties opposed to industry from taking action, yet 
the latest lawsuit is only one of many for the con-

troversial company.
A New Brunswick-based organization, Water 

and Environmental Protection for Albert County 
(WEPAC), has compiled on its website a long list 
(with links) of violations, fines, contamination re-
ports, accidents, and numerous lawsuits that SWN 
has been named in.

SWN’s track record prompted U.S. lawyer Tim 
Holton, who has handled dozens of cases filed 
against SWN by Pennsylvania families as well as 
a multi-million dollar class action lawsuit in Arkan-
sas, to warn the N.B. government about issuing 
a license to the company, according to the New 
Brunswick Media Co-op.

WEPAC also outlines the 75 municipalities and 
30 community initiatives, including a 20,000 sig-
nature petition, demanding an immediate morato-
rium on shale gas exploration in the province. 
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lil’wat First nation 
(Mount Currie, British 
Columbia) – 1990

The Lil’wat First Nation 
blockade the Duffy Lake 
Road for five months to pre-
vent the B.C. government 
from expropriating a road 
running through the reserve 
for the purposes of expand-
ing Highway 99, an impor-
tant transportation link be-
tween the lower mainland 
and the southern interior. 
The RCMP enforced an in-
junction obtained by the 
B.C. government and made 
60 arrests.

 ts’Peten (gustafsen lake, British 
Columbia) - 1995

In 1995, the RCMP launched the largest 
paramilitary operation in B.C. history, cost-
ing $5.5 million in a 31-day standoff with 
the “Ts’Peten Defenders,” who were using 
their traditional territory to perform their 
Sun Dance ceremony. Police deployed some 
400 tactical assault team members, five he-
licopters, two surveillance planes, and nine 
armoured personnel carriers (with support 
from the Canadian military). They fired 
thousands of rounds of ammunition, used 
an explosive device to blow up a truck, shot 
one person, and killed a dog. The RCMP 
prevented journalists from entering the site, 
and court proceedings revealed video evi-
dence of RCMP officers discussing disinfor-
mation and smear campaign tactics.
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St’át’imc First nation 
(Seton Portage, Brit-
ish Columbia) – 1990

The St’át’imc blockade 
a B.C. rail line at Lh7us 
(Seton Portage) for 100 
days in solidarity with the 
Mohawks at Oka and to 
demand Aboriginal Title. 
RCMP riot police equipped 
with batons and dogs at-
tack the St’át’imc, includ-
ing elders, and arrested 
about 100 people. Fol-
lowing the raid, the main 
railway bridge in Seton 
Portage was destroyed by 
fire.
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aazhoodeena (ipperwash Provin-
cial Park, ontario) – 1995

In 1993, members of the Stoney Point 
First Nation began a reoccupation of land 
on a military base built during World War 
II. The community was forcibly relocated 
to nearby Kettle Point under the War Mea-
sures Act with a false promise to return the 
land after the war. With the base set to 
close in 1995, the occupation moved into 
Ipperwash Provincial Park and was at-
tacked by heavily armed Ontario Provin-
cial Police (OPP) tactical response units, 
killing one protester and wounding two 
others. Evidence made public during the 
Ipperwash Inquiry revealed that OPP of-
ficers made racist remarks, as did Ontario 
Premier Mike Harris, stating, “I want the 
fucking Indians out of the park.”

Kanonhstaton, Six nations (Caledonia, 
ontario) – 2006

In February, 2006, a contingent of Haudeno-
saunee from the Six Nations reserve occupied a 
housing development, Douglas Creek Estates, in 
the town of Caledonia and renamed it Kanonhsta-
ton (the protected place). The land reclamation 
was a result of decades of encroachment and land 
dispossession despite the 1784 Haldimand Proc-
lamation, which granted over one million acres of 
land along the Grand River to the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy.

Over 100 heavily armed OPP officers raided the 
site on April 20 and made 21 arrests. In response, 
hundreds of Six Nations residents descended on the 
reclamation site and forced the OPP to retreat. A 
blockade, which endured for over a month, was es-
tablished on Highway 6. Kanonhstaton still remains.

esgenoôpetitj First na-
tion (Burnt Church, 
new Brunswick) – 
2000

Despite a 1999 Supreme 
Court decision affirming 
Mi’kmaq treaty rights to 
fish, hundreds of heav-
ily armed officers from the 
Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO) and the 
RCMP attacked Mi’kmaq 
lobster fisherman, and a 
blockade on Highway 11, 
following the assertion of 
treaty rights and attacks 
by white settlers. DFO and 
RCMP officers were filmed 
attacking, and, in some in-
stances, sinking Mi’kmaq 
fishing boats.

listuguj Mi’gmaq First nation 
(restigouche, Québec) – 1981

In June, 1981, 500 Sûreté du Québec 
(SQ) police officers, fisheries officers, 
and game wardens conducted two raids 
on the community in an effort to impose 
restrictions on salmon fishing. The first 
raid resulted in numerous beatings and 
arrests, but the second raid was suc-
cessfully repelled by the community. In 
the following years, the Mi’gmaq es-
tablished a legal framework to reaffirm 
their right to fish and manage resources 
on their territory. In 1995, the Atlantic 
Salmon Federation recognized the Lis-
tuguj for overseeing the “best-managed 
river” in Quebec.

9

Kanehsatake, (oka, 
Québec) – 1990

In July 1990, armed 
Sûreté du Québec (SQ) 
officers attacked a Mo-
hawk blockade in the 
town of Oka, using tear 
gas and live rounds that 
resulted in one police-
man being killed. The 
community constructed 
barricades to halt the ex-
pansion of a golf course 
on their territory, which 
included a burial ground.
The SQ retreated, leaving 
behind six cruisers and a 
bulldozer, and the Cana-
dian military arrived in 
mid-August with 4,500 
troops. The attack and 
subsequent 77-day stand-
off sparked occupations 
and blockades across 
the country, including the 
Mercier Bridge by Kahn-
awake Mohawks to the 
south of Montréal.

Kitiganik (rapid lake 
First nation, Québec) – 
2008

In October and November of 
2008, the Mitchikanibikok Inik 
(Algonquins of Barriere Lake) 
established road blockades on 
Highway 117 in western Qué-
bec, demanding that the pro-
vincial and federal governments 
honour signed agreements, 
including the 1991 Trilateral 
Agreement, and respect their 
traditional territory and govern-
ing practices. The community has 
opposed clear-cutting and settler 
encroachment on its territory for 
decades. In response, Sûreté du 
Québec riot police attacked the 
blockades, which included chil-
dren and elders, with tear gas 
and “pain compliance” methods. 
Over 40 arrests were made.
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commENt

maGazINE maGazINE

whItE poppIEs for what was forGottEN

thIrsty for watEr justIcErEmEmBErING Ghadar takE a dEEp BrEath

This is why I wear a white poppy. 

I wear it to get back to the feeling 

of comfort and safety that I had 

when war seemed like a thing 

of the past. When the red poppy 

was a mourning of mistakes, not 

the apology for ongoing tragedy.

Rethinking Remembrance Day

Does privatizing a nation’s water supply leave its citizens high and dry?An untold North American story... while you still can...
gurpreet singh

Early this year, a journal-
ist friend posted a question 
to my Facebook wall con-
cerning a Ghadar centenary 
event. He wanted to know 
why we were celebrating the 
heroes of the Indian freedom 
struggle while being in Cana-
da, suggesting we had divid-
ed loyalties. This angered me, 
but I calmed down and real-
ized that his ignorance was 
not his fault. Colonial his-
tories blur important stories 
and connections across bor-
ders, especially those stories 
that challenge the legitimacy 
of North America’s Eurocen-
tric mythologies.

Rather than remain angry, 
I offer this explanation of 
why activists across Turtle Is-
land have organized a series 
of events to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of an 
important radical movement 
called Ghadar.

The Ghadar Party was 
formed in 1913 by Indian 
migrants on the Pacific coast 
of Turtle Island. These immi-
grants supported an armed 
rebellion to liberate their 
home country from British 
occupation. The party was 
launched in Astoria, Oregon 
and had a large following 

Chris Bisson

“White poppies? That is 
so disrespectful of the brave 
men and women who sac-
rificed their lives for our 
‘freedom.’” Anyone who has 
worn a white poppy in No-
vember will likely have en-
countered this accusation.

It is amazing the sort of 
animosity that you experi-
ence when you wear a white 
flower on Remembrance 
Day. Such all-too-common 
outbursts make it especially 
difficult to endure because 
this is probably one of the 
most confusing times of 
the year or me. It should 
be simple, really–or so the 
narrative goes: slip a loo-
nie into the box, grab a red 
poppy, and remember the 
bloody deaths of the men 
and women killed in past 
military conflicts.

I am a military brat, the 
child of a member of the 
Canadian Forces. Regardless 
of my politics, my military 
upbringing is simply a reality 
for me. Being raised as a mili-
tary brat is actually more po-
litically nuanced than most 
people think regarding the 
subject of war and military 
sacrifice, at least in my ex-
perience. I grew up with the 
ritualized national sermon 
on national sacrifice, except 
that I always received a large 
dose of “never again.” 

“Never again” was the 

moral conclusion of every Re-
membrance Day ceremony. 
“These men and women died 
so that we will never have to 
see war again.” With strong 
resolve and many tears, I 
would honour the soldiers’ 
deaths by pledging my oppo-
sition to war. This, to me, was 
what Remembrance Day was 
all about: a plea for peace out 
of respect for the dead.

I think back to the long-
passionate discussions with 
my father over beers when we 
would argue about the merits 
of Canada’s involvement in 
Afghanistan. While we often 
disagreed on the facts and 
assumptions on the nature 
or worth of the conflict, dis-
cussion heatedly and pain-
fully always came back to one 
point of agreement: war is 
something that needs to end.

This is not a unique po-
sition among soldiers. Most 
of the Canadian Forces peo-
ple I grew up around would 
likewise agree with that pac-
ifist sentiment. 

The idea of my father 
going to war constantly lin-
gered in my mind with fear. 
In the media, military fami-
lies are always portrayed as 
brimming with pride and 
unconditional support for 
their nation and military as 
they march off to war. No 
one, regardless of their poli-
tics, wants to see their loved 
ones go to war. When I was 
growing up, Remembrance 

Day was the calm reassur-
ance that my dad would 
not have to die in combat 
because Canada is thank-
fully only a peacekeeping 
country–problematic as that 
rhetoric already is.

I was living on a NATO 
base in Europe when 9/11 
happened. Americans pri-
marily occupied the base, 
and when the attack hap-
pened, the tone of the en-
tire community changed. 
The “never again” rhetoric 
I grew up with was thrown 
right out the window. At 
the youth drop-in centre on 
base, I vividly remembered 
the first time I realized I was 
politically anti-war. Before 
this, I had simply assumed 
that it was universal logic 
that no one would ever pro-
mote or argue in favour of 
war. But I was faced with a 
room full of other military 
children who were will-
ing to accept their mothers 
and fathers going off to war, 
and possibly die in order to 
avenge the attack in New 
York. Whatever comfort I 
had in the prospect of my 
father never having to go 
into combat came to an 
end. And at this point, on 
a very visceral level, I found 
myself not trying to argue 
against war simply because 
it was morally reprehensi-
ble, but in order to protect 
my family. I did not know 
what the future for Cana-

dian Forces members was 
going to be at the time.

Far from feeling honour 
and pride in my military up-
bringing, I felt lied to in terms 
of “never again.” This is when 
Remembrance Day became 
complicated to me.

Before that moment, 
Remembrance Day was the 
solemn recognition that we 
had learned our lesson, and 
that war was some barbaric 
thing of the past. After the 
flip in military culture that 
took place with 9/11, Re-
membrance Day became far 
more conciliatory of sacri-
fices yet to come. It became 
a nation-wide display of 
ironic tragedy.

This is why I wear a white 
poppy. I wear it to get back 
to the feeling of comfort and 
safety that I had when war 
seemed like a thing of the 
past. When the red poppy 
was a mourning of mistakes, 
not the apology for ongo-
ing tragedy. The day is sup-
posed to mark the armistice 
of World War I, when every-
one decided that war should 
never happen again under 
any circumstance.  And just 
like my boyhood naiveté, 
Europe was betrayed by that 
armistice again. To truly re-
member the death in war is 
to imagine what it would be 
like to lose loved ones, and 
that under no circumstance 
should anyone ever have to 
endure such terror.

Alana Roscoe

Although proponents for 
both sides of the water priva-
tization debate ostensibly 
share many of the same goals, 
they hold irreconcilably 
clashing views on the means 
to reach them.

Recognizing this conflict, 
Ferdinand Gaite, national 
president of the Confedera-
tion for Unity, Recognition, 
and Advancement of Gov-
ernment Employees (COUR-
AGE) in the Philippines, be-
gan his talk: “Some people 
say water is a good, some say 
it is a service, and some say it 
is a human right. I think you 
know where I stand.”

Gaite was speaking about 
water privatization in the 
Philippines at the 25One 
Community collaborative 
workspace on  Oct. 28 as part 
of a cross-Canada tour last 
month. The tour was con-
ducted in partnership with 
the Canadian Union of Pub-
lic Employees (CUPE), which 
has also engaged heavily with 
the issue of water privatiza-
tion in Canada and interna-
tionally in recent years.

In the early to mid-90s, ef-
forts to privatize water in Ma-
nila were resisted by labour 
unions, including COUR-
AGE, as well as a number of 
politicians concerned with 
backlash from their constitu-
ents and an active civil society.

However, in 1995, Gaite 

explained, “there was a crisis 
because of the lack of water, 
the dams were drying up, we 
had water rationing, and they 
were able to conjure a law 
which justified eventually the 
privatization of water.” 

This law, the Water Crisis 
Act, laid the groundwork and 
the legal basis for the privati-
zation of Manila’s Metropoli-
tan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System (MWSS). 

According to Gaite, Presi-
dent Fidel V. Ramos’ admin-
istration used “divide and 
conquer tactics,” such as ha-
rassment, public relations 
manipulation, and “pur-
ported pay-offs” to convince 
other unions to cease their 
resistance to privatization.

Ultimately, it was pressure 
from the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF), the World 
Bank, and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) following 
the Water Crisis Act of 1995, 
said Gaite, that provided the 
final push for the transition 
to private water. These multi-
national development orga-
nizations have been promot-
ing private over public water 
development in the Global 
South for the last couple of 
decades. Claiming that com-
modification and private 
management of water is cru-
cial for maximizing efficiency 
and access, they set conditions 
on their loans accordingly.

When the MWSS ceased to 
be state-owned and operated 

in 1997, it was the world’s 
largest water privatization 
project to date. 

Ensuring private water 
tariffs would be lower than 
existing MWSS ones would 
be crucial for gaining public 
and political support for wa-
ter privatization, wrote Mark 
Dumol, former chief of staff 
for the Secretary of Public 
Works and Highways of the 
Philippines, in an account of 
the privatization process. 

According to Dumol, 
lower tariffs enabled by the 

“higher efficiency of the pri-
vate sector” are one of the 
most attractive aspects of 
privatization.

The initial water rates 
were lower than they had 
been prior to privatization 
and the people’s immedi-
ate reaction to the change, 
according to Dumol, was 
“overwhelmingly positive.” 
But this was not to last.

Far from keeping rates 
below the original levels, the 
two winning bidders have in-
creased rates by 550 and 860 
per cent since 1997, accord-
ing to the non-profit devel-
opment organization IBON. 

These rates are three to four 
times the rate of inflation, 
and paying for water under 
the privatized regimes costs 
between seven to 22 per cent 
of poor household budgets. 
Currently under arbitration 
is a dispute between the two 
private MWSS concession-
aires and the MWSS inde-
pendent regulatory unit over 
the corporations’ recent at-
tempts at raising rates again 
by as much as 28 per cent. 
One of these companies, Ma-
nila Water, was co-owned by 

Bechtel until 2003. Bechtel 
was famously driven out of 
Bolivia’s water business in 
2000 when people revolted 
against the corporation’s un-
affordable water rate hikes 
and overarching control over 
water systems.

Proponents of water 
privatization point to the in-
ability of many governments 
to provide their people with 
access to clean, safe water as 
justification for private sector 
participation. The truth is that 
many poor and marginalized 
people worldwide, including 
in Manila, now have such 
access because of infrastruc-

ture made possible by private 
investment, although IBON 
notes that accessibility is not 
as high as promised or as re-
ported by the MWSS water 
companies. 

The fact that private corpo-
rations have often succeeded 
where public management 
failed may seem like an argu-
ment for privatization, but a 
more critical analysis points 
to the need to address a 
broader set of root causes that 
form the basis for this unfor-
tunate reality.

Water was recognized as 
a human right by the UN in 
2010, a hard-won victory that 
was resisted by corporations 
and some governments for its 
implications for trade agree-
ments, national responsibili-
ties to citizens, and opportu-
nities for privatization.

It seems, however, that 
this human right inevitably 
clashes with the “right” of cor-
porations’ to maintain profit-
ability as embedded in many 
privatized water arrange-
ments. Private corporations 
will not tolerate losses or even 
decreased profits when faced 
with unexpected scarcity or 
extra costs. This is simply not 
their function, and the cost of 
shortfalls is often passed on to 
consumers, even if the conse-
quence is that they are priced 
out of a basic necessity for life.

A case in point is Buenos 
Aires, frequently referenced in 
Dumol’s July 2000 report as a 

glowing example of successful 
water privatization. In 2006, 
the Argentinean government 
revoked Aguas Argentinas’ 
private concession in favour 
of reverting to public man-
agement. The government 
cited the concessionaire’s 
failure to keep its quality and 
expansion obligations. Aguas 
Argentina countered with an 
accusation that the govern-
ment’s refusal to allow water 
rate hikes in proportion with 
the Argentinean peso devalu-
ation during the 2001 eco-
nomic crisis was unfair and 
grounds for entitlement of up 
to $1.2 billion in damages to 
cover their investments and 
lost profits. The World Bank’s 
arbitration tribunal ruled in 
their favour.

In the Philippines, resis-
tance to existing and potential 
water privatization arrange-
ments across the country con-
tinues among human rights 
groups, people’s movements, 
and water workers. 

In connecting and com-
bating the reasons why priva-
tized water control continues 
to be pushed as the only op-
tion in many regions, Gaite 
calls for mass action and 
education across sectors and 
nations: “We have to be more 
critical, and we have to dif-
ferentiate the human right 
[to water] as defined by mul-
tinational corporations as op-
posed to the human right as 
proposed by the people”

Crystel hajjar

UN Climate NegotiatioNs 
It’s that time of the year 

again! Delegates from worl-
dover converge under the 
supervision of the United 
Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) to discuss the 
climate, this time in the 
Polish capital of Warsaw. 
COP19, the 19th round of 
climate negotiations begins 
on Nov. 11 to pick up the 
leftovers from the “Qatar-
strophy” that was the result 
of last year’s negotiations in 
Doha, Qatar.
Where are We? 

Currently, the interna-
tional community is taking 
the time to develop a plan 
by 2015 that would come 
into effect by 2020, essen-
tially locking the world into 
eight years of inaction. 

Meanwhile, a Green Cli-
mate Fund was set up with 
the intention of raising USD 
$100 billion per year to help 
countries that are more likely 
to experience climate change 
effects with their adaptation 
efforts. Currently, this fund is 
empty and while a few coun-
tries have expressed interest 
in contributing to it, its future 
is uncertain. 

“We’ve seen a climate 
finance drought in Doha,” 
said Tim Gore, the Inter-
national Climate Change 
Campaigner for Oxfam, in a 
2012 press conference. “[De-
veloping countries] are left 
hanging by their fingertips 
from that cliff. They really 
don’t know what to expect 
in the next years.”
overWhelmiNg evideNCe  

While the political prog-
ress on climate change has 
been very slow, the scientific 
evidence has been building 
rapidly, making it harder 
to ignore the severity of 
the problem. May 10, 2013 
marked the date when the 
CO2 concentration in the 
atmosphere exceeded the 
dreaded 400 parts per mil-
lion (ppm) threshold.

“The 400 ppm threshold 
is a sobering milestone, and 
should serve as a wake-up 

call for all of us…before it’s 
too late for our children and 
grandchildren,” said ocean-
ographer and carbon cycle 
researcher Tim Lueker, in a 
press statement released by 
Scripps CO2 Group.

Scripps CO2 Group is the 
organization that measures 
atmospheric CO2 concentra-
tion. Air and seawater sam-
ples are collected to form the 
Keeling Curve, a graph that 
shows the concentration of 
CO2 in the atmosphere.  

Similar assessment is 
done through core ice sam-
pling in the Arctic and Antarc-
tica, and it shows that the last 
time CO2 concentration ex-
ceeded 400 ppm was three to 
five million years ago. At that 
time, the average temperature 
was about 4 degrees Celsius 
higher than the current aver-
age. Sea levels were also up to 
14 metres higher than today 
- an especially concerning fact 
for the world’s many small is-
land states.
What does the iPCC say?

The Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), a UN funded body 
that brings together over 5000 
scientists from around the 
world released its most recent 
report in September, saying 
that the “warming in the cli-
mate system is unequivocal.”  

The report confirmed that 
atmospheric concentration of 
carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide 
and methane have reached 
a level “unprecedented in at 
least the last 800,000 years.” 
The report also stated that the 
consequences could cause a 
rise in global temperature of 
up to 4.2 degrees Celsius and 
that sea level rise could reach 
82 centimetres. They urge po-
litical action.

“The heat is on. We must 
act,” said UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon, while in-
troducing the report.

According to the report, 
those changes will have se-
rious social and political 
consequences. It states that, 
“climate change indirectly 
increases risks from violent 
conflict in the form of civil 
war, intergroup violence and 
violent protests by exacerbat-

ing well-established drivers 
of these conflicts such as pov-
erty and economic shocks.”
hoWever, hoPe is loW

Poland, the host country, 
is a coal-powered nation that 
has had a rocky history with 
climate legislation.The eastern 
European state is seen as being 
an obstructionist voice during 
climate negotiations, receiving 
heavy criticism concerning the 
failure of COP14, which was 
held in Poznan in 2008.

Furthermore, Warsaw ve-
toed the EU’s roadmap to 
reduce emissions beyond 
2020 for the second time 
in March 2012, stunting the 
EU’s efforts until a global, 
rather than regional, deal is 
reached. Most recently, Pol-
ish labour groups and politi-
cal parties started a campaign 
demanding the EU to repeal 
its climate legislation, ac-
cording to European Voice. 

However, Poland does 
not bear responsibility 
for these low expectations 
alone. The executive direc-
tor of UNFCCC, Christiana 
Figueres announced that the 
carbon budget mechanism 
recommended by the IPCC 
is too difficult to drive the 
negotiations. 

“I don’t think it’s possible,” 
she told The Guardian in an 
interview. “Politically it would 
be very difficult. I don’t know 
who would hold the pen.”

Carbon budgeting was a 
mechanism recommended 
by the IPCC to limit the emis-
sions to 2 degrees Celsius 
warming. 

As politicians meet and 
discuss climate politics in-
conclusively for the 19th 
time, civil society and youth 
groups will be watching, 
demanding meaningful ac-
tion. Some groups, such as 
the Canadian Youth Climate 
Negotiations, decided for 
the first time in seven years 
not to participate in the 
process. Instead, their effort 
will be focused on target-
ing the Canadian govern-
ment, whose obstructionist 
agenda in the global climate 
negotiations has been sec-
ond to none, gaining a well-
deserved public disapproval. 

in Vancouver. Formed as 
the Hindi Pacific Associa-
tion, it became known as the 
Ghadar Party only after the 
launching of its newsletter, 
Ghadar, on Nov. 1, 1913. 

Ghadar means “mutiny,” 
a name the British gave to the 
Sepoy Rebellion of 1857 that 
rose up against the British 
Empire in India. The ghost of 
this rebellion came back to 
haunt the Empire when In-
dian migrants launched the 
Ghadar newsletter. The pa-
per quickly became popular 
amongst subjects settled in 
different British colonies, in-
cluding Canada. Ghadar had 
mass appeal and called upon 
all Indians to bury their re-
ligious differences and join 
hands to fight the British 
Empire. 

Blatant Canadian racism 
helped ground the prin-
ciples of Ghadar in Canada 
early on. Most Indian im-
migrants came to Vancouver 
as British subjects for eco-
nomic reasons. Many were 
soldiers for the British Em-
pire -- predominantly Sikhs 
-- and trusted in the fairness 
promised by the Crown. But 
the ugly experiences of mi-
gration disillusioned these 
people and gradually alien-
ated them from the British 

Ghadar party leaders Sohan Singh Bhakna, Mohamed Barakatullah, Bhagwan Singh, c. 1915 CREDIT: UC Berkeley

tcktcktck.org

Filipino school children fill up with privatized tap water Photo: Alana Roscoe

establishment.
At least two early shocks 

came in the year 1907. Suc-
cumbing to the pressures of 
white supremacy, the British 
Columbia government dis-
enfranchised South Asians, 
much like people of Chinese 
and Japanese ancestry who 
were similarly deprived of 
their voting rights in 1872 
and 1895, respectively. 

The second shock came 
when South Asian workers 
were attacked by white su-
premacists across the border 
in Bellingham in September 
1907. A number of them 
fled for safety into British 
Columbia, which could not 
deny them entry because 
Canadian immigration laws 
and foreign policy fell un-
der the auspices of England 
at the time, and these South 
Asians were British subjects. 
They were met by the Asiatic 
Exclusion League, which was 
systematically terrorizing 
South Asian immigrants in 
Vancouver. 

The British remained in-
different to the complaints 
of their East Indian subjects 
whenever there was any ra-
cial violence against South 
Asians in Canada or the U.S. 
The East Indians soon real-
ized that the root cause of 

their vulnerability was the 
foreign occupation of their 
home country.  

In what can be described 
as the first explicit act of re-
sistance, former Sikh soldiers 
burned their uniforms and 
certificates at the Vancouver 
Sikh temple in 1909 to sever 
ties with the British Empire in 
protest against discriminatory 
policies. This was a very radi-
cal step in this time period, 
as Sikhs were generally con-
sidered loyal to British rule. 
Many Sikh chiefs had played 
a controversial role by com-
ing to the aid of the British 
during the first war of Indian 
Independence, often referred 
to as the Sepoy Rebellion or 
Indian Mutiny, in 1857.

The Vancouver Sikh tem-
ple leader, Bhag Singh, was 
instrumental in organizing 
the pyre of uniforms and 
certificates. He himself had 
served in the British army in 
the past and went on to be-
come a member of the Gha-
dar party. 

Ultimately, it was the 
Komagata Maru episode 
that galvanized the move-
ment. The Japanese vessel 
had brought over 300 In-
dian passengers from South 
Asia on May 23, 1914, less 
than a year after the Gha-

dar Party was born. These 
passengers were forced to 
return to Japan, their last 
port of departure, after two 
months under the contro-
versial Continuous Passage 
Act. This law was passed in 
1908 by the Canadian gov-
ernment to make it all but 
impossible for South Asian 
migrants to come to the Brit-
ish dominion of Canada by 
stipulating that you needed 
to leave your country of ori-
gin and arrive in Canada on 
one continuous journey or 
else face deportation. The 
Ghadar newspaper wrote a 
special issue on the incident, 
and sent the party’s presi-
dent, Sohan Singh Bhakna, 
to Japan to meet with the 
passengers and hand them 
arms and ammunition for 
the future revolution.

The Komagata Maru inci-
dent triggered clashes within 
Vancouver’s South Asian 
community. A South Asian 
British spy named Bela Singh 
infiltrated the Vancouver Sikh 
temple and shot Bhag Singh, 
his associate Badan Singh, 
and five others to death on 
Sept. 5, 1914.  This led to the 
assassination of a pro-British 
immigration inspector, Wil-
liam Hopkinson, by Mewa 
Singh, another political ac-

tivist and a follower of Bhag 
Singh. The temple shooter 
was an agent of Hopkinson. 

When war broke out be-
tween Britain and Germany 
in 1914, the Ghadar Party 
gave an open call for revolt. 
Ghadar activists started re-
turning to India with the 
hope to launch an armed 
conflict with the help of 
Germany, whom they saw 
as their ally against the Brit-
ish government. Many  ulti-
mately faced death and long 
imprisonments for their rev-
olutionary actions. 

The spirit of Ghadar con-
tinues, and it is important 
that it is remembered as a 
story grounded in anti-im-
perialism that connected the 
west coast of Turtle Island 
with South Asia. The centen-
nial celebrations in this part 
of the world are necessary to 
serve our future, as racism 
and discrimination are still a 
reality in these nations built 
on the stolen territory of the 
Indigenous peoples of North 
America. These ugly realities 
contributed to the mutiny 
of 1913, and both the U.S. 
and the Canadian establish-
ments need to recognize this 
rather than simply seek sym-
bolic apologies for historical 
wrongdoings.

Blogspot.com
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commENt

I’m a  
       Leveller!

Whodunit?
Match these words of wisdom to the public figure!

*note: each public figure may be used more than once for this puzzle!

a) “Guys, can you get off my property please? Thank you. Thank you. Take it off my property! 
What don’t you understand? Get off my property!”

b ) “I’ve done nothing wrong, and frankly, I’m tired of your B.S.”

c) “I accept that Nigel [Wright] believed he was acting in the public interest, but I understand 
the decision he has taken to resign. I want to thank Nigel [Wright] for his tremendous 
contribution to our government over the past two and a half years.”

d) “Once again, Mr. Speaker, on our side, there is one person responsible for this deception, 
and that person is Mr. Wright. Mr Wright by his own admission. For that reason, Mr. 
Wright no longer works for us.” 

e) “No one else in his office knew - those were his exact words.We now know that he’s got a 
baker’s dozen around him that are implicated in this thing and there’s one thing that they 
have in common: they all work for Stephen Harper.”

f) “Yes, I have smoked crack cocaine, probably in one of my drunken stupors...”

g) “My instinct is when somebody doesn’t answer questions, even simple and fairly innocuous 
questions in a straightforward manner, there may be something else.”

h) “I shouldn’t have got hammered down at the Danforth.”

i) “Unfortunately, the Senate Committee succumbed to a ‘lynch mob’ mentality. There was no 
regard to procedural or substantive fairness. I am disappointed and angry about the way 
in which this matter was handled, and any implication that I behaved dishonestly.”

j) “That’s what this Senate’s about — sober second thought, not taking dictation from kids in 
short pants down the hall.”

1.) Leader of the Opposition Thomas Mulcair 

2.) Prime Minister Stephen Harper

3.) Stephen Harper as Leader of the Opposition

4.) Senator Mike Duffy

5.) Senator Pamela Wallin 

6.)  Toronto Mayor Rob Ford

a) Rob Ford b) Mike Duffy c) P.M. Harper d) P.M. Harper e) Thomas Mulcair f) Rob Ford g) Stephen Harper as Opposition Leader  h) Rob Ford i) Pamela Wallin  j) Mike Duffy

1
2 6

5
3

4

It’s thE systEm, stupId
Senate reform is nothing without political reform
Francella Fiallos

You know we at the Lev-
eller had to say something 
about the latest brouhaha in 
the Senate.

Every major Canadian 
media outlet imaginable has 
produced their own biting 
piece of commentary regard-
ing the misdeeds of Senators 
Mike Duffy, Patrick Brazeau, 
and Pamela Wallin. Some 
of the really good ones take 
stabs at the relative idleness 
of PM Stephen Harper dur-
ing this undoubtedly worri-
some period. The best ones, 
of course, wax poetic about 
the historical significance 
of the Senate and whether 
the upper chamber should 
remain a part of Canada’s 
political system.

Of course, they inevitably 
mention how NDP Leader 
Thomas Mulcair went on 
his delightfully-titled “Roll 
Up the Red Carpet” tour 
this summer to promote the 
abolishment of the Senate to 
Canadians. And, according 
to a Nanos poll conducted 
in June, it seems as though 
Mulcair had some success, 
since 41 per cent of Canadi-
ans are in favour of getting 
rid of the red chamber.

But, is this new-found 
recognition of the inherent 
problematic structure of the 
Senate encouraging?

On one hand, it’s wonder-

ful that more and more people 
are detaching themselves from 
antiquated practices handed 
down to us from Britain and 
focusing instead on political 
pragmatism. That is, people 
who sit in government should 
have electoral legitimacy in 
some capacity to fully repre-
sent the population.

But, there’s a caveat to 
this revelation.

We would be deluding 
ourselves if we believed that 
Canada’s political system 
is relatively free of major 
discrepancies save for the 
spending scandals of a few 
no-goodnik Senators. If we 
really want to take a look 
at the problems that plague 
the Senate, we have to look 
at the rest of the Canadian 
political system: the House 
of Commons and the Su-
preme Court of Canada.

Just as we deplore Senators 
for having poor attendance re-
cords, Members of Parliament 
are and should continue to 
be scrutinized for not show-
ing up to work. While MP 
attendance records are confi-
dential, the voting records are 
not. Ed Fast, Stéphane Dion, 
and Romeo Saganash had 
some of the worst voting re-
cords among all of the MPs in 
Parliament. And, for the ones 
who do show up to vote, there 
is always the chance that they 
may be caught napping dur-
ing question period (Rob An-

ders, anyone?)
However, this is all to as-

sume that the individual 
votes matter. When the 
Westminster model of first-
past-the-post democracy was 
established, parties had no 
formal role to play. In fact, 
parties were not recognized in 
the British North America Act 
of 1867 or the Constitution 
Act, 1982. Nowadays, mem-
bers are progressively becom-
ing more and more beholden 
to the obligations of the party 
and the party leader rather 
than their best judgement. 

The Conservatives have 
been the shining example 
for party centralization on 
steroids. This past spring, 
two Tory MPs vocalized their 
concerns on being muzzled 
within their own parties. 
In June, Alberta MP Brent 
Rathgeber resigned from the 
Conservative caucus, telling 
CBC News, “I don’t think 
that I can continue to repre-
sent [my constituents] when 
I am told how to vote.”

The Supreme Court 
doesn’t fare much better 
when it comes to overall 
usefulness and efficiency.

The case of Mohamed 
Mahjoub couldn’t illustrate 
this point any clearer. On 
Oct. 25, the Supreme Court 
ruled that Mahjoub’s Char-
ter rights were infringed 
upon yet still decided that 
it was reasonable for the 

Canadian government to 
label him a terrorist. This 
decision, of course, is noth-
ing but confounding pretzel 
logic. Even though Mahjoub 
was never charged with a 
crime, he was detained for 
13 years after the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Ser-
vice exchanged information 
with the Egyptian govern-
ment regarding Mahjoub’s 
alleged involvement with 
the terrorist group Van-
guards of Conquest. Though 
convincingly-titled, there is 
sufficient evidence to sug-
gest the group never existed, 
according to CBC. This nul-
lifies any rationale either 
governments used to strip 
Mahjoub of his rights.

Despite all of this, Can-
ada’s high court couldn’t 
give an explanation for its 
unreasonable decision, opt-
ing instead for a declaration 
that Mahjoub’s rights were, 
in fact, violated. However 
symbolic the gesture, it still 
doesn’t change the fact that 
the Supreme Court is com-
plicit in the mislabelling of 
Mahjoub with their interpre-
tation of the Charter. This is 
shown by legitimization of 
the very mechanism – in this 
case, the national certificate 
imposed on Mahjoub – that 
severely restricts his freedom.

The facts I’m presenting 
here aren’t new.

They merely present the 

sad reality of the Canadian 
political system. That is, that 
the executive, legislative, 
and judicial bodies are sim-
ply three heads on the same 
snarling attack dog. 

The Senate scandal has 
shaped up to be a definitive as-
pect to the Harper legacy and 
will undoubtedly be an inter-
esting little anecdote in many 
Canadian political science 
classes in the future. But, be-
fore committing to any abol-
ishment fantasies, it’s impor-
tant to properly understand 
an inconvenient truth: the 
problem is the system itself.

The 
Conservatives 
have been 
the shining 
example 
for party 
centralization 
on steroids.

25One offers private offices and hot desks for:
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Home-based Businesses and 
Freelancers and Consultants

SPECIAL RATES until October 31, 2013
Private office, starting at $900/mo.

Personal desk, $450/mo.

Includes: High-speed Internet • Phone service with 
unlimited Canada-US long distance • Access to 
fax machines, photocopiers and printers •Use of 
meeting rooms, kitchen and lounge • And more!

251 Bank St., 2nd floor (Corner of Cooper St.), Ottawa
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culturEculturE

horoscopEs

Meet Chrisanthemum, a local gardener. Chrisanthemum’s Seed Bombs is the Leveller’s 
new year-round garden column, where Chrisanthemum will be fielding your questions 
relating to any aspect of gardening you might have. 

Dear Chrisanthemum, 
save my precious plants, o worthy green warrior! i’ve turned on the heat and as soon as i did, my 
plants look like they’ve given up on life! what am i doing wrong?! 
yours in greenery,
Droopy plants

Dear Droopy Plants,
Are your beloved houseplants slumping when you crank up the heat? There is 

one prime reason why this could be happening, and it has nothing to do with the ac-
tual heat. In fact, the plants probably love the temperature. The major culprit is the 
dryness that forced air or electric heating can cause. The air that flows through your 
furnace and vents becomes very dry, and once it reaches your plants, it resembles 
an Arizona breeze. There isn’t enough moisture  for the plant, causing it to droop.  
You could try to keep up with watering, but what is the use? You don’t have time for 
that, and frankly it’s wasteful. So what can you do?  The easiest solution is to simply 
move the plant from any forced air sources. Give that a try and see if it persists. If 
the drooping continues, try mulching your soil with wood chip mulch, leaf litter, or 
shredded newspaper. Still not working? Try covering your plant with a “cloche,” a 
clear glass or plastic dome fashioned from used bottles.  If your plant is too big for 
a cloche, you may need to think more strategically about your plant choices. Snake 
plants, cacti, and aloe vera are all plants that will surely endure the dryness of your 
apartment’s semi-arid climate.

Comrade Chrisanthemum! 
how can i tell if my contained terrarium has too much moisture?
hail Ceasar, 
glassy garden

Dear Glassy Garden,

Terrariums are small, glass-enclosed indoor gardens. They often consist of soil, 
rocks, moss, and a hardy succulent plant such as a sedum or hens-and-chicks. They 
are surprisingly easy to make, so there is no reason to break the bank at a home dé-
cor boutique–which is the enemy of proper indoor plant cultivation, as past editions of 
this column have demonstrated. The simplicity of terrariums extends to the manage-
ment of moisture. With a new terrarium, you only need to add a few drops of water at 
the roots of the plants. After that you will probably never need to water it again. If there 
is any sense that there is too much moisture, there is. Mist, fog, water droplets, and 
algae indicate that there is too much moisture.  If this happens, why not try placing it 
near a forced air vent?  The problem for some plants (see above), can be the solution 
for these ones. Just keep a close eye on it so that it does not dry out too much. 

A seed bomb is a compressed bundle of soil containing seeds or live vegetation, often 
contained inside a hollow ball of clay. Seed bombs can be launched at any target 
(save concrete), where the clay breaks and forms a bedrock for the soil, resulting in the 
sprouting of new plants! 
Plant your question in Chrisanthemum’s garden (care of: editors.the.leveller@gmail.
com) and he’ll cultivate a response for you to harvest next edition!

lovE aNd sacrIfIcE Across the WAter

fIGht for your rIGht to art-y 

Canadian journalist uncovers reality of Cuban Five

Artists face-off to showcase their painting skills in competitive event
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information.
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sam heaton

Ottawa hosted award-
winning Canadian journalist 
Stephen Kimber on Nov. 6 as 
part of a tour to promote his 
new book What Lies Across the 
Water: The Real Story of the Cu-
ban Five.

The Cuban Five, as they be-
came known, were five Cuban 
intelligence agents sent to the 
United States in 1994 to infil-
trate and report on the activi-
ties of Miami-based anti-Cuba 
terrorist groups. Cuba has ex-
perienced numerous incidents 
of fatal, politically-motivated 
bombings on civilian airlines 
and tourist destinations in the 
past several decades.

As Kimber’s book explains, 
important information was 
uncovered by the Cubans 

about anti-Cuban groups op-
erating in the U.S., and the in-
telligence was handed over to 
the U.S. government. Instead 
of arresting those allegedly 
involved in deadly attacks in 
Cuba, the FBI arrested the Cu-
ban agents.

Tried by a Miami jury, the 
Five were convicted in 2001 of 
conspiring to commit espio-
nage and sentenced to terms 
ranging from 30 years to dou-
ble life sentences. Only one of 
the Five, René González, has 
been released to date.

While the case of the Five 
has occupied a prominent 
place in solidarity work by ac-
tivists for over ten years, Kim-
ber points out in his prologue 
that the story received scant 
media attention in the United 
States even in the midst of the 

Cubans’ legal appeal.
In writing What Lies Across 

the Water, Kimber hopes 
to change that, and with a 
lengthy op-ed in the Washing-
ton Post amongst other cover-
age, he may be succeeding.

The strength of the book 
is that it combines a wealth of 
documentary evidence with a 
compelling portrait of remark-

Alana Roscoe

If you were to take visual 
art and competitive sport 
and mix it together, you 
might get something like Art 
Battle. Local artists squared 
off against each other on 
Nov. 4 at Arts Court for 
this fast-paced live painting 
event that elicits audience 
participation to determine 
the best creations. 

Dozens of such battles 
have been held nationwide 
since 2010, and its 73rd it-
eration was held in Ottawa, 
which is starting to establish 
itself as a regular host.

Based on the claim that 
“not all art created is equal,” 
Art Battle is described as “de-
mocracy in Art” on its web-
site. The format is simple: 
12 painters are split between 
two 20 minute rounds, dur-
ing which they create their 
best works possible as the 
audience watches. The two 
winners from each round, 
as determined by audience 
votes, face off for a final 
round. The night’s champion 
emerges with bragging rights 
and a $100 cash prize.

According to artist Chris 
Pemberton, who co-created 
the Art Battle concept with 
digital strategist Simon 
Plashkes, this experience is 
about building community, 
sharing creative processes in 
action, and promoting art 
and artists in Canada.

“Canadians,” stressed 

Pemberton, “need to con-
tinue to feed the art culture 
and to make art, because if 
we don’t make art, we won’t 
have any.” 

Within the constraints of 
their time limits, canvas size, 
and acrylic medium, artists 
were otherwise free to create 
pieces in diverse colours and 
styles. As the venue provided 
a cash bar and upbeat music, 
the approximately 120 audi-
ence members slowly circled 
the painters as they worked on 
their pieces.

It is this combined pres-
ence of the art creator, con-
sumer, and process itself that 
makes these battles so unique 
as artistic experiences. In the 
audience was the Director of 
Communications for the Arts 
Ottawa East (AOE) Arts Coun-
cil Cristiane Doherty, who ob-
served, “it’s really a good op-
portunity for art to meet the 
audience and the audience to 
meet the art.”

Many of the artists them-
selves see this aspect as one of 

able individuals. Kimber’s 
stop in Ottawa exemplified 
the latter aspect of the book 
by focusing on the love story 
between Gerardo Hernández 
and his “best friend” and wife, 
Adriana Pérez.

Hernández’ story is among 
the most tragic and compel-
ling aspects of the case of the 
Five. The sole member of the 
Five serving a life sentence, he 
is also the only one who has 
been denied an official visit 

from his spouse for the entire-
ty of his incarceration.

A talented amateur po-
litical cartoonist, Hernández 
illustrates behind bars to 
criticize U.S. policy towards 
Cuba and the hypocrisy of 
his imprisonment.

Though Kimber makes it 
clear that he did not begin 
from any particular stand-
point on Cuba or the Five, 
his conclusions are unmistak-
able. What Lies Across the Wa-

ter argues that the arrest and 
conviction of the Five without 
sound evidence was motivat-
ed by politics and to appease 
a ravenous Cuban exile com-
munity in Miami. 

Kimber’s message as he 
tours his book across Canada 
is that unless a political move-
ment secures the release of the 
rest of the Five, Gerardo will 
not survive his prison sen-
tence, and Adriana may never 
see him again.

The strength of 
the book is that it 
combines a wealth of 
documentary evidence 
with a compelling 
portrait of remarkable 
individuals.

It is this combined 
presence of the art 
creator, consumer, 
and process itself 
that makes these 
battles so unique as 
artistic experiences.

Artwork of Gerardo Hernández on display  Photo: Sam Heaton

the highlights of their partici-
pation. Hamid Ayoub, whose 
textured landscape won him 
a spot in the final round, sees 
the sharing of the moment of 
creation as very important for 
him. The audience, he said, is 
“there to witness the creative 
process, the way you think, the 
way you approach your brush-
es, your colours while you are 
doing it.”

Margo Bennetto, who also 
made it to the final round 
thanks to her mottled abstract 
in primary colours, noted that 
the audience is able to not 
only see the creation of art 
pieces, but also to interact with 
it. She said that the people 
around her while she paints 
help make the art what it is, 
explaining, “the energy from 
the audience and music com-
ing all together, it just explodes 
on the canvas.”

At the very least, noted 
Doherty, whether they’re ex-

perienced or amateur art con-
noisseurs, audience members 
can explore and discuss ele-
ments they like and dislike in 
what’s being created in front 
of them. 

“They’re drawn into it,” 
she said, “I think that’s really 
what art’s about: getting a re-
action when engaging some-
body, the viewer.”

Ultimately, it was a couple 
of colourful yet somber por-
traits by Jordan Meekis that 
caused the audience to vote 
him the night’s winner, but all 
artists have the chance to sell 
their night’s creations via si-
lent auction. Pemberton said 
he hears positive feedback 
and enthusiasm for repeated 
participation from virtually 
all of the artists whether they 
win or lose.

Art Battles take place sev-
eral times monthly across 
Canada and will return to Ot-
tawa on a regular basis.

Art Battle winner Jordan Meekis applies the final strokes to his painting Photo: Filip Szymanski
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SCorPio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Scorpio, I’m tired of taking 
marching orders from those 
kids in short-pants down the 
hall. I’m going to prove to the 
whole world that I did not do 
anything wrong in claiming 
my expenses with regards to 
the intergalactic meeting of as-
trologers back in May. How was 
I supposed to know my cottage 
investment on Saturn would 
be inadmissible? Nobody told 
me that Saturn was a gas-giant 
with no discernable surface to 
build on. I’m the victim here… 

SagittariuS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
The sacred haikuroscope of 
the month belongs to you!
Edna Krabappel 
shall live on in infamy
Cheers to the teach: Ha!

CaPriCorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) Have you heard that 
intense shit Aries has been 
going on about? Something 
about an alien invasion 
of a rare species that surfs 
along the tails of comets 
from the depths of space? 
I think he’s been hanging 
with Rob Ford too much, 
know what I’m saying? 

aQuariuS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
You know Aquarius, I was 
talking to Justin Trudeau the 
other day and he convinced 
me that what the world re-
ally needs is a few more “ba-
sic dictatorships” before we 
can fully embrace the green 
economy. My advice to you 
this month is to create one 
within the House of Com-
mons. What’s that? There 
already is a basic dictator-
ship at work in the House of 
Commons? I guess that really 
depends on the meaning of 
the word “basic,” doesn’t it? 

PiSCeS (Feb. 19-March 20) 
You know, Pisces, when I first 
moved to Ottawa, I couldn’t 
believe the love and admi-
ration you Ottawans have 
for the Senate! Everywhere 
I went, people were cheer-
ing for them! They’d gather 
around in pubs each night 
and slap each other on the 
back while watching the TV. 
Then I learned there was this 
game called “hockey” that 
ya’ll like, and it all made a bit 
more sense to me. True story! 

arieS (March 21-April 19) 
Comet ISON will be visible 
before dawn this month, Ar-
ies! OMG! But you know...
some experts say that a comet 
coming this close to Earth 
likely means an alien visit, 
or our imminent destruc-
tion. I heard from that old 
man on the moon that the 
best line of defense is the old 
one-punch, they never see it 
coming! Keep that in mind 
while star-gazing this month. 

tauruS (April 20-May 20)  
I gotta hand it to you, Tau-
rus. When I suggested you 
stoop poop Rob Ford, I had 
no idea you’d have the guts 
to actually go through with 
it. I think it’s best that you go 
into hiding - I hear he made 
a second video concerning 
what he wants to do with 
you in less than 10 minutes... 

geMini (May 21-June 20) 
Gemini, you share a birth-
day with Mayor Rob Ford! 
I’m sorry to say that your 
day of birth is somewhat 
eclipsed by the magnitude 
of Fordmania...but he will 
likely get you some f****** 
birds if you ask him nicely. 

CanCer (June 21-July 22) 
The key to successful ro-
mance for you is not in the 
stars, Cancer, but in the bark. 
You need to find the bark 
of a recently felled scotch 
spruce tree. DO NOT chop 
one down, find one that has 
died of natural causes. I need 
you to boil the bark, mash-

ing it into a fine paste with 
a stone mortar and pestle. 
Then smear this paste lib-
erally upon your chest be-
fore your next blind date. 
Something will happen...  

leo (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Here’s something to impress 
your friends with: The Wailers 
used to earn only about three 
bucks a day for their amazing 
music in Jamaica, until they 
finally decided to produce 
their own records and deliver 
them via bicycles, thus cutting 
off the two main record com-
panies benefiting from their 
work . Fearing the Wailers’ suc-
cess, the two big companies 
merged together to form “Big 
Tree.” Wailers’ response is this 
song:  http://goo.gl/O8zDPY  

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
Listen Virgo, posting videos 
of rhinos on Tumblr and 
clicking “sign” on petitions 
doesn’t make you an activ-
ist. Remember: if there’s 
no devastating sense of 
self-doubt, existential cri-
ses, or heavy burnouts, it’s 
probably just slacktivism. 

liBra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Libra, don’t be upset that your 
pals haven’t responded to your 
Snapchats. Mercury is in ret-
rograde, which clearly means 
that communication break-
downs are common. Take 
comfort in the fact that even 
though your friends didn’t 
catch you doing the elephant 
at Babylon, CSIS surely did.  
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leveller.ca/events

TueS NOv 12
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com. 

FUNDRAISER: Independent 
Documentary - HIV & Violence 
in the Caribbean - Rm UCU207, 
UOttawa. 4pm.

LECTURE: The Science of Liv-
ing Well. Glebe Fitness. 5pm.

PRESENTATION: Tracking The 
German Leap. Rm. 720A Loeb 
Building, Carleton. 5:30pm.

FUNDRAISER: The Organic Af-
fair, Otesha Project. National 
Library and Archives. 6:30pm.

WeD NOv 13
MEETING: General Informa-
tion on Conservative Bill C-4. 
 - Victoria Room, Ottawa 
Mariott Hotel. 11:30am. 
 - Salle Chapleau, Palais des 
Congrès, Gatineau. 11:30am. 
 - PSAC, 15 Holland Ave. 5pm.

PHONE/FAX/EMAIL JAM: Jus-
tice for Deepan. 1-4pm.

DISCUSSION: Rideau River 
Western Pathway Public Open 
House - Laframboise Hall – 
Room 142, Saint Paul Univer-
sity. 5pm.

SCIENCE: The Cretaceous 
greenhouse planet - Sunnyside 
Branch, Ottawa Library. 6:30pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly en-
vironmental choir rehearsals. 
Bronson Centre 222. 7pm. Ev-
ery Wed.

ThuRS NOv 14
LECTURE: Selfies, Self-exploita-
tion and the Law. Rm 503 Rob-
ertson Hall, Carleton. 12pm.

LAUNCH: Tukitaarvik: Inuit 
Student Centre. - Nunavut Si-
vuniksavut, Suite 201, 450 
Rideau St. 1:30pm.

FARMERS MARKET: Main Floor, 
UCU, UOttawa. 9am-4pm.

MEET-UP: Green Drinks - Fox & 
Feather Pub. 5:30pm.

WORKSHOP: How to Winter-
ize your Bike. 200 Lees, Room 
A105, UOttawa. 5:30pm.

MOVIE NIGHT: The Kids Are 
All Right. Pride Centre, UOt-
tawa. 6pm.

TRAINING: Ally Volunteers. 
Pride Centre, UOttawa. 6pm.

FORUM: Indigenous Power: 
Canada and the Common-
wealth - Algonquin College, 
Conference Centre. 6pm.

PERFORMANCE: Transgen-
dered Seeking... feat. Sunny 
Drake. Rm 270 Residence Com-
mons, Carleton. 8pm.

FRi NOv 15
WORKSHOP: Trans Anti-Op-
pression 101 - Rm 208 Residence 
Commons, Carleton. 1pm.

VIDEO: Aboriginal Voices Pro-
duction Fund - SAW Video Me-
dia Art Centre. 2pm.

FAIR TRADE: Ten Thousand 
Villages annual sale - Ottawa 
Mennonite Church, 1830 
Kilborn Ave. 3pm. Fri-Sat.

ART GALA: Building for Future 
Generations - St. Elias Banquet 
Hall, 750 Ridgewood Ave. 5pm.

SALE: Craft & Artisan Fair - 
Glebe Community Centre. 6pm.

DISCUSSION: The Fracking 
Revolution: Shale Myths, Re-
alities and Long Term Energy 
Sustainability for a Finite Plan-
et. Chelsea United Church, 8 
Mill Road, Chelsea, Québec. 
7:30pm.

SAT NOv 16
RALLY: Defend Our Climate - 
The Eternal Flame, Parliament 
Hill, Wellington St. 1pm.

RALLY: Defend Our Climate 
(Gatineau) - MP Office: Françoise 
Boivin, 160 de l’Hôpital Boule-
vard, Suite 104, Gatineau. 1pm.

FUNDRAISER: Projects in sup-
port of Mayan families. Fifth Av-
enue Court, 99 Fifth Ave. 7pm.

OPENING: IdeaSpace Opening 
Night Party - 131 Bank St. 7pm

ART PARTY: Celebrating Ot-
tawa Artists. The Daily Grind. 
9:30pm.

SuN NOv 17
FARMERS MARKET: Brewers 
Park. 8:30am-3pm.

FOOD NOT BOMBS: Free hot 
meals. Rideau Underpass. 4pm. 
Every Sunday.

MUSIC: Earth*tones Drum and 
Dance Circle. Every Sun. http://
earth-tones.ca/en/events

MUSIC: Ewan Dobson on 
acoustic guitar. The Daily Grind. 
4:30pm.

MON NOv 18
DISABILITY AWARENESS 
WEEK

ACCESSIBILITY: Dinner in the 
Dark for DAW. Rm 12102 Des-
marais Bldg., UOttawa. 6pm.

POETRY: Ottawa Youth Poetry 
feat. Tanya Evanson. Umi Café, 
610 Somerset St. 6:30pm.

BEYOND ACCESS: An Intro-
duction to Disability Justice 
with Mia Mingus. Rm 2220, 
River Bldg., Carleton. 7:30pm.

TueS NOv 19
CELEBRATE: The South March 
Highlands - Kanata Beaver-
brook Community Association, 
2 Beaverbrook Rd at Teron Rd. 
5:30pm.

HIP HOP/PIZZA: Young Jews for 
Social Justice. JK Wyllie Board-
room, 233 Gilmour. 6:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Undoing Bor-
der Imperialism with author 
Harsha Walia. Octopus Books 
Centretown, 251 Bank St. 7pm.

WeD NOv 20
WORKSHOP: with Mia Mingus 
“Transforming our Responses to 
Violence: Transformative Justice 
and Community Accountabil-
ity”. Rm 215, UCU, UOttawa. 
11am.

PANEL: Studying Disability at 
UOttawa. Terminus UCU, UOt-
tawa. 11am.

BOOK LAUNCH: Kimberley 
Mansfield “Deadly Tricks” - Oc-
topus Books, 251 Bank St. 7pm.

ThuRS NOv 21
MUSIC: UOttawa Wind Ensem-
ble - Tabaret Hall. 8pm.

MUSIC: Songwriters for the Com-
munity - Fundraiser for Heart In-
stitute. Mayfair Theatre. 9pm.

FRi NOv 22
FILM FESTIVAL: 16th Annual 
European Film Festival. Until 
Dec. 5.

COLLOQUIUM: Beyond 
Pimps, Procurers and Parasites: 
Third Parties in the Street-based 
Sex Industry. Rm A720 Loeb 
Bldg., Carleton. 2:30pm.

POETRY: Disability Arts and 
Poetry Night - SAW Gallery. 
7pm.

SAT NOv 23
TEA: 3rd Annual Ottawa Tea 
Festival - Ottawa Convention 
Centre. 11am.

MANIFESTATION: contre les 
mesures d’austérité du gouver-
nement péquiste. Le Lab, 76 rue 
Lois. 12pm.

CONCERT: Scarlett Jane - 
Fourth Stage, National Arts Cen-
tre. 7:30pm.

SuN NOv 24
BOOK SIGNING:  Janet Merlo “ No 
One To Tell: Breaking My Silence on 
Life in the RCMP” - Octopus Books 
Glebe, 116 Third Ave. 2pm.

MON NOv 25
FILM: I’m an Old Communist 
Hag. Library and Archives. 7pm.

TueS NOv 26
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com. 

FILM: Cinema Politica Screen-
ing: Occupy Love - Octopus 
Books, 251 Bank St. 6:30pm.

WeD NOv 27
GET FRESH: Gay Men’s Forum.
Richelieu-Vanier Community 
Centre. 9am-5pm.

ECO DREAMS: Motivating oth-
ers towards sustainability - Jack 
Purcell Community Centre, 
Room 201. 7pm.

DISCUSSION: Verbal Violence 
in the Classroom. Rm 135 Fau-
teux Hall, UOttawa. 7pm.

ThuRS NOv 28
WORKSHOP: Climate Change 
- Delta Ottawa City Centre, 101 
Lyon St. 7:30am-5pm. Thurs-Sat.

FARMERS MARKET: Main 
Floor UCU, UOttawa. 2:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Canoeing the 
Mountain: Gifts from the Wa-
ters - 38 Kaymar Drive. 4pm.

OPEN HOUSE: 25One Com-
munity. 5:30pm.

DISCUSSION: Our Place in the 
Natural World - Southminster 
Church, 15 Aylmer Ave. 7pm.

FRi NOv 29
FILM FESTIVAL: Canadian La-
bour International. PSAC. 7pm.

SAT NOv 30
DEADLINE: Ally to Indigenous 
People Photograph Call-Out.

LAUNCH: Ottawa Forest Farm 
Project. Torbolton Institute, 
3924 Woodkilton Rd. 1:30pm.

FOODIES: Ottawa’s under-
ground chef’s market - Ottawa 
Convention Centre. 5pm.

SuN DeC 1
MEET-UP: Green Drinks - Green 
Earth restaurant. 2pm.

FUNDRAISER: World AIDS Day 
Service - Southminster Church, 
Aylmer Ave at Bank St. 3pm.

PROTEST: Stop Harper. Olym-
pic Park, Toronto. 4pm.

ThuRS DeC 5
OPEN MIC: Soirée scène ou-
verte bilingue. Café Nostalgica, 
UOttawa. 8pm.

SAT DeC 7
Vigil: to remember the thou-
sands of Afghans tortured and 
killed by gov’t between 1978-
1979. Parliament Hill, 4 pm

MON DeC 9
PRESENTATION: Intervenir 
auprès des victimes d’agression 
sexuelle: connaissances, com-
pétences et défis - Centre com-
munautaire Richelieu-Vanier. 
9am-4pm.

TueS DeC 10
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm.

SuN DeC 15
FUNDRAISER:  Food Bank Hol-
idary Party. Hintonberg Public 
House. 7pm.


