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Farewell and Thank you to 
the Peoples’ Social Forum

Stop Fracking Ontario Speaks about Industry 
Threats and Organizing 

All great Gaggles must come 
to an end.

Our small volunteer staff managed to 
produce four issues of exciting content 
from the Peoples’ Social Forum which 
sadly wraps up on Sunday. 

From the march downtown to Naomi 
Klein’s talk to workshops on Gaza, re-
membering police victims, the anti-war 
movement and beyond, Gaggle was there 
to inform you, delight you, and even 
challenge you a little bit. 

The idea for Gaggle derived from 
Balaclava!, a daily broadsheet that was 
published by the Vancouver Media 
Co-op during the 2010 Winter Olym-
pics. In a city whose working class and 
Indigenous citizens were enraged by 
the destruction the Olympics wrought 
upon their neighbourhoods and lands, 
Balaclava! provided daily coverage of 
resistance efforts throughout the Games. 
The dozens of independent journalists 
involved broke stories long before state 
and corporate media outlets arrived 
on the scene, resulting in thousands of 
visitors flooding the Vancouver Media 
Co-op’s website. Balaclava! continued 
to print bi-weekly after the games and 
inspired other Media Co-op chapters to 
create broadsheets of their own, includ-

ing Toronto’s The Spoke and Halifax’s 
The Tide, which first came out in 2010 
surrounding the G20 Summit.

But Gaggle wasn’t the only broadsheet 
produced during the PSF.

The Spoke re-emerged and gave read-
ers insight on the kind of coverage 
typically produced by the Toronto Media 
Co-op. Regular Leveller contributor and 
alternative media activist Greg Mac-
dougall produced infosheets, a Tumblr 
page, and a pre-assembly publication 
showcasing what the Alternative Media 
Movement Assembly has to offer. The 
Peace and Environment News, commonly 
known as The PEN, released a one-
day, one-page broadsheet highlighting 
environmental and Indigenous issues. 
There were tons of publications from all 
corners of the progressive spectrum that 
were distributed throughout the PSF.

All in all, the amount of alternative 
media content at the PSF was awe-
inspiring. From the movement assembly, 
the vast number of workshops and pan-
els, to the various publications available 
from different leftist groups, the PSF  
experience has left us optimistic that the 
mediascape will continue mature and 
diversify, giving voice to more alterna-
tive and marginalized perspectives.

As Sharmeen Khan notes in Think-
ing of Media Just ice and Liberat ion, 
published for the Alternative Media 
Assembly, “if we want revolutionary 
change, we need to transform the me-
dia to be a tool for liberation, rather 
than merely the production of alter-
native stories … We must talk about 
how media can be used as a tool for 
struggle against colonialism, racism, 
and exploitation.” 

That’s what we try to do at the 
Leveller. Although admittedly far from 
perfect, after five years of printing, the 
Leveller continues to strive for the same 
principles we outlined in our very first 
issue: to challenge power 
and privilege and to 
side with people over 
property; to say some-
thing worth saying 
and worth reading 
about. We don’t 
mind getting a few 
things wrong if we 
get that part right.

Be sure to look 
out for the Leveller 
when we publish 
our seventh vol-
ume this fall. 

Appel aux 
collaborateurs(trices) 
/ Call for Contributors

Le Leveller s’efforce de 
produire du contenu 
en français dans son 
journal, et cherche des 
collaborateurs(trices) 
qui pourraient aider 
à étendre l’envergure 
des Sans-Culottes, 
l’encart du Leveller. 
Contactez-nous à 
gaggle.the.leveller@
gmail.com pour 
soumettre des articles, 
photographies, 
caricatures et autres 
pour notre quotidien 
spécial du Forum 
social des peuples. 
Prenez part à la presse 
écrite alternative!

The Leveller strives 
to produce French 
language content in 
its journalistic efforts, 
and is looking for 
people to help expand 
the current insert in 
our newspaper - les 
Sans-Culottes. Get 
in touch with us at 
gaggle.the.leveller@
gmail.com to submit 
material to our special 
PSF daily broadsheet 
and get involved with 
alternative print media!

peoplessocialforum.org
facebook.com/ 

ForumSocialDesPeuples
@forumsocial2014

#PSF2014

A crowd of about 100 gathered in 
a classroom in the University of 

Ottawa to attend a workshop on poten-
tial fracking in Ontario as part of the 
Peoples’ Social Forum.

The workshop hosted by Stop Frack-
ing Ontario member Toban Black said 
that many people tend not to be aware 
of the term fracking at first.

 Fracking, he said, is a more intense 

form of natural gas extraction that 
companies have been preparing to 
bring into Ontario.

 Fracking poses serious threats, he 
added, to both water resources and to 
the climate. Communities across On-
tario are working together to organize 
in protection of their drinking water, 
climate, and health threatened by dan-
gerous gas extraction.

 This method, he noted, uses mil-
lions of liters of water and thousands 
of liters of various chemicals to extract 
natural gas and oil from shale rock and 
coal seams. Greenhouse gases are also 
one of the many consequences of shale 
fracking, the workshop noted.

 The impact fracking could have on 
Indigenous reserves in Ontario is also 
very severe, explained Black. He said 
that people living on reserves depend 
very much on the health of their land 
and therefore would be heavily affect-
ed by the threats posed by extraction. 

 Black also briefly mentioned com-
panies to ”look out for” which could 
engage in fracking in Ontario.  But the 
workshop focused instead on how to 
build an anti-fracking movement in 
Ontario. The workshop stressed that 
there needs to be ongoing pressure to 
stop the fracking industry and in-
creased support for community-based 
sustainable projects.

 Stop Fracking Ontario is an all 
volunteer group promoting opposition 
toward fracking in Ontario and across 
the world.

By Miriam Katawazi
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With the Peoples’ Social Forum wrap-
ping up, participants can take the time 

to reflect on the experiences, workshops, 
and resources they were exposed to during 
this historic event. 

Email and phone numbers were most 
likely exchanged between like-minded 
activists in order to collaborate and network 
on upcoming projects. 

And, as mentioned in Gaggle’s editorial, 
the proliferation of alternative media was 
strong and inspiring. 

But of course, there is always room for 
improvement. 

While the forum purported to be about 
inclusivity and accessibility, there was a 
significant shortage on workshops for queer 
and trans* folks, for example. I know that I 
came to the PSF with an expectation on tak-
ing a workshop on ways to become a stron-
ger trans* ally, but was sadly disappointed. 

When Naomi Klein’s talk finished, people 
were ushered into school buses in order to 
attend the rally downtown. However, the 
announcer on the PA system had  to tell the 
crowd that it was not accessible for people 
with disabilities. 

I attended a great work-
shop on how to be an ally for 
people of colour. By listening 
to the free-flowing discussion 
on racialization and white 
privilege, I considered how race 
plays an important part in my 
understanding of the world. As a 
consequence, I reflected on other 
privileges in society, some of which I have, 
most notably a post-secondary education. 
But I was only reminded of that privilege 
after realizing that the Peoples’ Social Forum 
was, in fact, held in a university -- a space 
that may be daunting to some people who 
are not as familiar with the classroom and 
lecture hall setting and could then feel alien-
ated from the workshop discussion.

In order to move toward a more con-
structive vision, criticism and dialogue are 
completely necessary. It just can’t be the 
only thing we do. 

The Peoples’ Social Forum succeeded in 
calling for real alternatives to the current 
economic and social structure in Canada. 

It moved beyond looking into the reasons 
behind certain inequalities and focused 
instead on looking for solutions that people 

can take back with them. 

Workshops ended with question-and-
answer opportunities and mingling sessions 
that undoubtedly revealed useful informa-
tion and resources for dozens of activists in 
attendance. 

Ultimately, the PSF succeeded in inspir-
ing people, galvanizing mass movements, 
and perhaps reminding burnt-out activ-
ists why they started organizing around 
progressive issues. 

With the left in Canada being so frag-
mented, it was clear that there were going 
to be some disappointments and short 
expectations.

But, the Peoples’ Social Forum proved to 
be a logical first step in bringing people to-
gether for meaningful causes with the hope 
of securing a better future. 

Continuing the process started at the Alternative Media Assembly

PSF Afterthoughts...

The Peoples’ Radio
Broadcasting Live from Jock 
Turcott Terrace at 107.1 FM
and online: stream.ckut.
ca:8000/live.m3u 
Brought to you by the Peoples’
Social Forum Alt Media Centre

By Greg Macdougall, EquitableEducation.ca 
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By Francella Fiallos

Contact
 gaggle.the.leveller@gmail.com

The Leveller | leveller.ca
facebook.com/leveller.ottawa

@leveller_ottawa

Brought to you by

The Alternative Media Movement 
Assembly took place Saturday after-

noon at the Peoples’ Social Forum (PSF). 
The overall theme was on building radi-
cal media and activist communication 
infrastructures.

Around 60 participants formed six 
break-out groups organized into sub-
themes: Colonization, Oppression, and 
Media, Liberation and Media, Media Jus-
tice and Journalism, Mutual Aid an Alter-
native Media, Community Media Centres, 
and Thinking Beyond the Assembly.

The Assembly served three principle 
functions that we should pause to con-
sider as the Forum winds down and we 
return to our respective independent 
media organizations.

First, in order to nurture the informal 
connections between individuals that 
happened at the Assembly, we provided 
specific time and instruction during the 
Assembly for people to exchange contact 
information in order to stay in touch.

Second, having a large dedicated 
gathering of people from across the 
country working to address important 
themes and challenges of media mak-
ing and organizing, it was important 
that we documented the results of the 
discussions that took place. 

The discussions were hopefully ben-
eficial to the attendees, but we aimed to 
also share the insights, ideas, approach-

es and strategies that were generated 
or shared during these discussions by 
publishing the notes online. Sharing 
this on a static website would be a start, 
but having some sort of participatory 
online discussion forum might be a 
way to facilitate these conversations 
continuously in a public manner.

Lastly, the biggest of these three 
aspects to follow through on, is to fa-
cilitate further collective collaboration 
and action. 

Online communication infrastruc-
ture is a big part of this. In planning 
the Assembly, we used a discussion 
email listserv for the core planning, in 
addition to an email announcement 
list to communicate updates. We urged 
everyone – and their friends – to get on 
this announcement listserv in order to 
stay connected to the ongoing process, 
and those who wished to participate in 
the future planning on whatever comes 
out of the Assembly were added to the 
discussion list.

As mentioned, an online forum could 
be a way that ideas are shared and 
refined, as well as plans being further 
developed and communicated. Our As-
sembly planning was mainly achieved 
through teleconference, and this could 
be one way for continuing the process.

But we’d also like to foster offline 
connections. We’d like to see people 

getting together in person more fre-
quently. This could be at local, regional 
or national levels. 

Media activists could do something on 
the smaller end of things, like self-orga-
nized informal get-togethers in different 
cities. Or, they could occupy organized 
spaces at larger conferences on regional 
or national scales. Another possibility is 
hosting our own convergence(s) spe-
cifically around the issue of organizing 
around the challenges and opportunities 
of alternative media. There may also 
be opportunities to continue to include 
spaces for organizing around alterna-
tive media in whatever form(s) the PSF 
continues in the future.

Whether this is the beginning of a 

formal body bringing together media 
organizations and individual media 
makers to collaborate, or something 
more along the lines of helping build 
informal connections, ensuring support 
from a variety of sources is key -- not 
only media organizations, but unions, 
NGOs, associations, grassroots groups, 
and others should be able to see the 
tie-ins between media justice and their 
own work, and thus why it’s important 
to be part of the process.

Participants should reflect on the 
opportunities and potentials that this 
Assembly helped generate, and the 
ways in which we can individually 
and collectively contribute to making 
them happen.

Peoples’ Pirate Radio

Resistance to pipelines and other 
harmful infrastructure projects 

of the oil and gas industry has been 
a major focus of the Peoples’ Social 
Forum. Rising Tide, Coast Salish 
Territories, organized a documen-
tary film screening entitled “Resist: 
The Unist’ot’en’s Call to the Land” 
on Friday evening.

“The Unist’ot’en Camp is a resis-
tance community whose purpose is 
to protect sovereign Wet’suwet’en 
territory from several proposed 
pipelines - from the Tar Sands 
Gigaproject and shale gas, from 
Hydraulic Fracturing Projects in 
the Peace River Region,” according 
to the group’s website.

There are at least 11 companies 
proposing to run pipelines through 
their territory. In July, the camp 
evicted a TransCanada helicopter 
crew working on the Coastal Gas-
link pipeline.

Later in July, Unist’ot’en cel-
ebrated a victory as Apache Corp. 
announced it was abandoning its 
Kitimat LNG project, which the 
camp claims is a result of original 
investors bailing on the Pacific 
Trails Pipeline due to increased 
resistance and pressure.

Pushing Back on 
Pipelines
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CSIS Meddles in Wallmapu
The Peoples’ Social Forum helped to highlight the Canadian security complex’s com-

plicity in suppressing movements abroad. The Toronto-based Woman’s Coordinating 
Committee for a Free Wallmapu held a film screening called “CSIS Out of Wallmapu: 
Criminalization and Securitization of the Indigenous Mapuche Struggle” late Friday 
afternoon. The film focuses on the counterintelligence strategies used to criminalize the 
Mapuche struggle in Wallmapu - the Mapuche territories, or “all the lands” - in south-
ern Chile. It depicts a Chilean prosecutor, trained by the Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service and other organizations, who prosecuted 17 Mapuche Warriors under anti-ter-
rorism legislation which could result in sentences totalling some 800 years in prison. The 
organizers sought to highlight the criminalization of Indigenous struggles for sovereignty 
and land rights by the colonial state apparatus, from Canada to Chile.


