
On August 21-24, 2014, dozens of 
social movement sectors from 

across the country will converge on 
Ottawa to attend the Peoples’ Social 
Forum. At this critical moment in 
our history, social justice, labour, 
environmental and Indigenous 
social movements must answer the 
question: “Are we ready to do what 
it takes to stop the Harper govern-
ment’s aggressive neoliberal agenda?”

In recent years, two social 
movements have shown what 
we are capable of when we really 
organize.  

Firstly, the Quebec student 
strikes of 2012, which a half million 
people, comprised mostly of young 
peoples. Collectively, they beat back 
a proposed hike in the price of post-
secondary education in Quebec’s 
universities and educated a genera-
tion of Quebecois about the ravages 
of the global austerity agenda.

Secondly, a rising tide of 
Indigenous social movements, such 
as the Murdered and Missing Indig-
enous Women and Girls movement 
as well as Idle No More, have been 
actively resisting Harper’s $650 
billion “economic action plan” and 
its resource colony agenda. This 
plan has been made on the backs 
of First Nations, Metis and Inuit, 
whose lands, waterways and col-
lective rights have been targeted 
through various omnibus super 
bills and the ongoing “Termination 
Tables” aimed at a final surrender of 
collective rights and assimilation of 
Indigenous Peoples.

Bill C-38, the Omnibus Bill, and 
Bill C-45, the “budget implementa-
tion” bill -- super laws used by 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper to 
consolidate his executive powers 
-- have resulted in a shift in move-
ment power to the most historically 
marginalized group in our society, 
First Nations. While these bills 
have successfully stripped away 
any democratic mechanism for 
Canada’s social movements and 
environmental sector to partici-
pate in environmental oversight 
of resource projects, First Nations’ 
Peoples and our collective rights 
base have remained a force with 
considerable constitutional power 
to stop Harper’s economic action 
plan in its tracks.

In the labour movement, we 
have seen two of the biggest unions 
-- the Communications, Energy and 
Paperworkers Union (CEP) and the 
Canadian Auto Workers Union 
(CAW) -- converge in the launch of 
the biggest labour force in country, 
“Unifor: The union for everyone.” 
At their launch last year, they made 

a major commitment to invest ten 
per cent of their operating budget 
(approximately $50 million) into a 
social unionism strategy to politi-
cize their base “from the local to the 
national” and suggested investing 
in existing social movements exter-
nal to the union with the ambition 
of ridding the Canadian worker of 
Conservative attacks on labour’s 
collective rights.

All three of these groups will 
be among the thousands meeting 
at the Peoples’ Social Forum in 
Ottawa, which will be a proving 
ground for all social movement 
sectors in the lead up to the 2015 
federal election. 

I see one partnership as having 
the legal and structural leverage, 
as well as the political base, to stop 
the fire-sale of Canadian and First 
Nations’ peoples lands, resources 
and water in its tracks. The social 
movement partnership of the 21st 
century will be built into a very 
clear concept: “There is no justice 
on stolen land.”

Indigenous Peoples hold title to 
Canada’s natural resources, water 
and air. Our individual communi-
ties and our national social move-
ment Idle No More must extend 
a hand to the workers of this 
country, who are represented by a 
newly invigorated vision of social 
unionism being brought to the 
forefront by Canada’s unions. If we 
are to combat neo-liberalism, then 
we must work together to develop 
our own vision of what the new 
economy of the future will be.

Hundreds of millions of dollars 
have been spent by the federal 
government and the oil and gas 
lobby led by Canadian Association 
of Petroleum Producers in order 
to convince the public that jobs in 
Canada’s extractive industries -- the 
tar sands in particular -- are more 
important than the environment.

Both labour and green groups 
have spent millions trying to fight 
this massive propaganda campaign 
with little success. The Conserva-
tive government has used this dis-
proportionate battleground to their 
advantage to control the narrative. 
It’s time to change the narrative.

Indigenous Peoples in Canada 
are positioned to be major leaders 
in the new zero energy footprint 
economy. Indigenous Peoples are 
also the fastest rising demographic 
in the Canadian workforce, 55 
per cent of our peoples are under 
the age of 25, and this generation 
of youth in particular are more edu-
cated, resourced and decolonized 

than any generation since the colo-
nization of our lands. Indigenous 
workers in the near future will 
represent more of every dollar in 
Canada’s GDP, which translates into 
a significant transfer of economic 
and political power to the most op-
pressed and marginalized popula-
tion in the country’s history.

As Indigenous Peoples, we need 
to continue to organize and consoli-
date our power effectively, just as 
we did in our recent victory against 
the Harper government in the 
campaign to stop Bill C-33, the “First 
Nations Control of First Nations 
Education Act.” This victory shows 
that our social movement, Idle No 
More, has experienced sustained 
growth in power since it emerged 
on the snowy streets of this country 
in late 2012, but to defeat Harper 
and his Conservative government 
we cannot fight this alone.

As social movements, we have 
a shared intention to walk away 
from the Peoples’ Social Forum 
with serious commitments in terms 
of resources from unions, who 
have always been a great partner 
to the First Nations. Harper has 
been a revolutionary who has 
moved aggressively to implement 
his destructive neoliberal vision 
on many fronts. First Nations have 

been one of the key targets of this 
government, as it cannot abide 
the idea of collective rights that 
impede the power of governments, 
corporations, and private wealth 
alike. Whether it is in education, 
land rights or self-determination, 
Harper’s government is desperate 
to fast track its assimilation agenda.

We all know what kind of 
movement it will take to confront 
this vision -- a movement that 
is like Idle No More was when it 
first started, but deeper, sustained, 
more focused and more strategic. 
We know from wide-ranging 
consultations with the member 
communities of Idle No More that 
they are ready to fight, as long as 
it is strategic, intelligent and effec-
tive. We have an incredible legacy 
of collaboration to build upon. We 
need to shift the narrative. We 
need to lay out a clear and strate-
gic movement that can tactically 
build a strong base. At this year’s 
social forum, Idle No More, the 
Quebecois Student Strikers and 
Canada’s labour movement can do 
just that.

This article first appeared on 
rabble.ca on Aug. 7, 2014 and has 
been edited for length.
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Gaggle Needs You!

#PSF2014: 
The launch of a partnership 
for the 21st century

Welcome to Gaggle, a project of the Leveller, 
a campus/community newspaper based 

in Ottawa/Gatineau on unceded and unsurren-
dered Algonquin territory. We are thrilled and 
honoured to participate in the People’s Social 
Forum (PSF) where thousands of people from 
coast to coast to coast have converged to create 
a critical public space, weaving together various 
movements, perspectives, and strategies to face 
the social, political, and environmental crises of 
our time. Our collective futures are being con-
fronted this weekend, and the Leveller humbly 
hopes to contribute to this dual celebration and 
strengthening of resistance by bringing you 
this daily print publication.

The PSF is the largest gathering to date of 
critically-engaged individuals, communities, and 
organizations from all nations residing across 
the territories known as Canada and Quebec. It 
follows the tradition of the annual World Social 
Forum (WSF) which first took place in 2001 in 
Porto Alegre, Brazil. Conceived as a radical alter-
native to the annual World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, the WSF aimed not to protest 
the celebration of government and corporate 
unity but to gather people together and form an 
alternative agenda for social development and 

change. Rallying to the motto, “Another World is 
Possible,” the forum’s central organizing principle 
encouraged self-organization. Allowing people to 
self-propose workshops, camps, and other spaces, 
it grew from 11,000 participants in its first year to 
155,000 registered participants by 2005.

Alternative media is a major focus of the PSF. 
In the lead-up to this week, “bootcamp” train-
ing sessions were held on July 26 and Aug. 20. 
Under a participatory media-making model, or-
ganizers provided free workshops and training 
in radio, live-streaming, interviewing, editing, 
social media, and photography. The goal of these 
activities, according to Leveller editor and rabble.
ca contributor Miriam Katawazi, is to “engage 
and harness the energy that will be generated by 
the Peoples’ Social Forum to create lasting alter-
native media institutions and equip people with 
the skills needed to document their experiences.” 
In the days to come, the PSF will offer various 
alternative media events, a movement assembly, 
and an Alternative Media Centre, where various 
journalists and media talents of all stripes will 
work to produce some excellent content in dif-
ferent languages. It is our hope that Gaggle can 
share some of this great work.

BY CLAYTON THOMAS-MULLER

Appel aux 
collaborateurs(trices) 
/ Call for Contributors

Le Leveller s’efforce de 
produire du contenu 
en français dans son 
journal, et cherche des 
collaborateurs(trices) 
qui pourraient aider 
à étendre l’envergure 
des Sans-Culottes, 
l’encart du Leveller. 
Contactez-nous à 
gaggle.the.leveller@
gmail.com pour 
soumettre des articles, 
photographies, 
caricatures et autres 
pour notre quotidien 
spécial du Forum 
social des peuples. 
Prenez part à la presse 
écrite alternative!

The Leveller strives 
to produce French 
language content in 
its journalistic efforts, 
and is looking for 
people to help expand 
the current insert in 
our newspaper - les 
Sans-Culottes. Get 
in touch with us at 
gaggle.the.leveller@
gmail.com to submit 
material to our special 
PSF daily broadsheet 
and get involved with 
alternative print media!

peoplessocialforum.org
facebook.com/ 

ForumSocialDesPeuples
@forumsocial2014

#PSF2014



I’m pulled in many directions.

It’s a feeling that I’m sure I share 
with many media-making women 
comrades.

Making media, especially print 
media, is an intensely isolating and 
personal exercise. It is not often done in 
groups. It promotes the self. It manufac-
tures The Personal Brand.

As a socialist and iconoclast, I funda-
mentally disagree with what I do with 
my writing: self promotion; be first to 
the punch; be better than.

Contrast that with my deep desire 
to build communities of resistance. 
Contrast that with the collectivity and 
community that is necessary to build 
our imagined better world, and there I 
am. In the crosshairs of contradiction.

The Peoples’ Social Forum will draw 
together the best, and worst aspects 
of this contradiction. And, as with so 
many struggles we face on the left, 
there will be a gendered dynamic at 
play.

Feminist writers must fight and 
write against the pull to crawl over top 
of each other to reach the top of the 
alternative media pack.

Feminist writers must create feminist 

spaces, collectively place diverse 
identities at the centre of our spaces and 
create media together.

Feminist writers must confront the 
bravado of some of our male comrades; 
we must confront the control they im-
plicitly and explicitly attempt to assert 
over us and over our narratives.

Feminist writers must spend time 
to share skills and offer help to women 
comrades who want to use media to tell 
their own stories, but who aren’t sure 
where to start.

Feminist writers must find each 
other. Support each other. Share each 
others’ work. Find new ways to collabo-
rate and strengthen old collaborations 
that we’re involved in.

Patriarchy and sexism will be pres-
ent at the PSF. Those of us present need 
to be prepared for this reality. The PSF 
will also be inspiring, unifying and 
amazing.

I’m going to try to avoid the contra-
diction, leave my ego at the door and 
meet people. Connect people. Offer to 
help. Ask for advice.

Write carefully.

Write thoughtfully.

Write collectively. Somehow.

* Faites du bénévolat à la Radio des peuples! La station est située sur 
la terrasse du UCU Jock Turcot, près de la bibliothèque Morisset. Nous 
diffusons tous les jours sur les ondes pirates et sur l’Internet, de 9h à 20h. 
Inscrivez-vous pour animer une émission ou pour soumettre un projet : 
http://goo.gl/LxugG9. Contribuez à nos bulletins de nouvelles, diffusés à 
chaque jour de 17h à 18h (ANG) et de 18h à 19h (FRN).

* Volunteer to engineer or host at Peoples’ Radio. The studio will be 
located outside on the terrace of UCU (Jock Turcot University Centre) 
near Morisset Library and the broadcast will be live online and over pirate 
radio, from 9am - 8pm (EST) every day. Sign-up to host your own show on 
Peoples’ Radio or contribute content using this form: http://goo.gl/LxugG9. 
Join the French or English teams hosting live coverage with panels, inter-
views and short pre-produced content daily on Peoples’ Radio from 5pm 
– 6pm (ENG) & 6pm – 7pm (FRN).

This article is part of the pre-Assembly publication for the Alternative Media Move-
ment Assembly, which is taking place Saturday Aug 23, 1-4pm at the Peoples Social 
Forum in Ottawa 

Cet article fait partie de la publication pré-Assemblée pour l’Assemblée des médias alternatifs, qui se 
déroule samedi, le 23 août de 13h à 16h au Forum social des peuples à Ottawa

Je me sens tirée dans plusieurs directions.

C’est un sentiment que je suis certaine 
de partager avec beaucoup d’autres camarades 
femmes qui oeuvrent dans les médias.

Travailler dans les médias, surtout les médias 
écrits, est une expérience intensément isolatrice 
et personnelle. C’est rarement un travail de 
groupe. C’est une promotion de soi. C’est la vente 
d’une Marque Personnelle.

En tant que socialiste et iconoclaste, je suis en 
désaccord fondamental avec ce que je fais dans 
mon écriture: de l’auto promotion - il faut être la 
première à faire connaître, être meilleure que les 
autres.

Contrastez ce fait avec mon profond désir 
de construire des communautés de résistance. 
Contrastez ce fait avec la collectivité et la com-
munauté qui sont nécessaires à la construction 
du monde meilleur que nous imaginons et vous 
me trouverez là, à la croisée des contradictions.

Le Forum social des peuples va attirer 
ensemble les meilleurs et les pires aspects de 
cette contradiction. Et, comme dans beaucoup de 
luttes auxquelles la gauche fait face, il y aura une 
dynamique de genre en jeu.

Les auteures féministes doivent se battre 
et écrire à contre-courant pour se retrouver 
au-dessus des autres, afin d’atteindre le haut du 
monde des médias alternatifs.

Les auteures féministes doivent créer des 
espaces féministes, placer collectivement les 

identités diverses au centre de nos espaces et 
créer des médias ensemble.

Les auteures féministes doivent confronter 
les bravades de certains de nos camarades hom-
mes; nous devons confronter le contrôle qu’ils 
tentent d’exercer, implicitement et explicitement, 
sur nous-mêmes et nos récits.

Les auteures féministes doivent prendre le 
temps de partager leurs compétences et offrir 
leur aide aux camarades femmes qui veulent 
utiliser les médias afin de raconter leurs propres 
histoires, mais qui ne savent pas par où com-
mencer.

Les auteures féministent doivent se trouver 
mutuellement. Se supporter mutuellement. 
Partager le travail des unes et des autres. Trouver 
de nouvelles façons de collaborer et renforcer les 
vieilles collaborations dans lesquelles elles sont 
impliquées.

Le patriarcat et le sexisme seront présent au 
FSP. Celles d’entre nous qui seront présentes doi-
vent être prêtes à cette réalité. Le FSP sera aussi 
inspirant, unifiant et merveilleux.

Je vais essayer d’éviter la contradiction, 
de laisser mon égo à la porte et de rencontrer 
des gens. Connecter des gens. Offrir de l’aide. 
Demander conseil.

Écrire prudemment.

Écrire consciencieusement.

Écrire collectivement. D’une façon ou d’une 
autre.

If you are coming to Ottawa for the 
Peoples’ Social Forum and want to give 
us some help with all of the various 
tasks that will need to be done, that 
would be truly fucking appreciated.

We plan to have the social centre 
open during most of social forum, and 
it will be a space for people to relax and 
get away from the bustle of the forum, 
to get coffee, tea, juice and snacks, and 
to do their own workshops, or skill-
shares. We will also have a few sched-
uled activities, such as a gathering on 
Thursday for people to meet each other 
and talk about what they are doing 
and a group discussion on strategy and 
tactics. We may have other scheduled 
activities, but we have nothing else 
confirmed yet.

The Beautiful Chaos Social Centre schedule:

Thursday: 8am - 6pm

Friday: 8am - 9pm

Saturday: 8am - 9pm

Sunday: 8am - 2pm

On Thursday, Aug. 21, starting at 
12:30pm the Anarchist Welcoming Com-
mittee is inviting everyone to the social 
centre to come together and meet each 
other, to talk about what is going on across 
the country and about the projects that we 
are all involved in. There will be free food.

We also want to make time on Sunday 
at the end of the forum for people to get 
together once last time and to reflect on 
the Peoples’ Social Forum.

Things you can do that would be helpful:

- cook and bring food to the social 
centre

- take volunteer shifts at the social 
centre

- organize skill-shares

- help promote anarchist, anti-capital-
ist, anti-authoritarian, anti-colonial 
and anti-oppressive workshops

- help promote indigenous knowledge 
and indigenous solidarity workshops

- help promote the punk rock fund-
raiser and the THE RHYMETHiNK 
RAP REBELLION on Saturday night 
and help out that night at venue

Contact: hullabaloo@riseup.net

Feminist writers: Resisting the influences of sexism /  
Les écrivaines féministes : résistant à l’influence de la sexisme

Call for Volunteers to help the Anarchist 
Welcoming Committee and the Beautiful 
Chaos Social Centre

Peoples’ Radio des peuples

By / par Nora Loreto, noraloreto.ca - Traduction par Julie Delisle
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