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Peace activists across the country 
are re-awakening as Canada joins 
the airstrike campaign in Iraq.

Conservative MPs, with their 
majority in the House of Com-
mons, voted in favour of Canada’s 
involvement in the U.S.-led bomb-
ing campaign against the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) 
on Oct. 7.

 “It is imperative that we act with 
our allies to halt ISIL’s spread in the 
region and reduce its capacity to 
launch terrorist attacks outside the 
region,” Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper said in a statement on the 
day of the vote.

He also added, “ISIL has been 
carrying out a campaign of unspeak-
able atrocities against innocent chil-
dren, women and men, as well as 
religious minorities in Iraq.”

Peace and anti-war groups be-
lieve Canada’s military role could 
make matters worse in Iraq.

From Oct. 24 to 26, activists in 
Vancouver, Toronto, Windsor, Char-
lottetown, Winnipeg, Edmonton, 

Montreal, Halifax and Ottawa will 
march against Canada’s involve-
ment in the bombing campaign.

The people of Iraq will be expe-
riencing more destruction and deci-
mation because of this war, said 
Christine Jones, co-chair of the Ca-
nadian Peace Alliance. Canadians 
should question the government’s 

decision to engage in the region, 
she added.

 If Canada were serious about 
the well-being of Iraqi people, then 
the government – not the military – 
could have done a lot more to sup-
port the region, Jones said. 

“Canada could have increased sup-
port for infrastructure redevelopment 

in Iraq. The water systems and sewer 
systems are totally thrashed there.”

“We could have sent specialists to 
work with Iraqi engineers to rebuild 
the infrastructure. We could have sent 
trainers to go and support teachers 
who are teaching in post-conflict reali-
ties. We could have been serious about 
supporting women‘s rights by working, 
vocally and publicly, with the feminist 
movement in Iraq,” she added.

According to the Internal Dis-
placement Monitoring Centre, 
about 2.8 million people are cur-
rently displaced in Iraq. Jones said 
Canada should be doing more to 
support those who are dealing with 
displacement rather than engaging 
in more violence.

The NDP, Liberals, and the Green 
Party have also stated their opposi-
tion to the war.

In a statement following the 
vote, NDP leader Thomas Mul-
cair claimed “the Conservatives are 
plunging Canada into a prolonged 
war without a credible plan to help 
victims of ISIL terror.”

A’tugwewinu “Gabriel” 
Castilloux

As of Oct. 8, the City 
of Ottawa has ap-
proved a rezoning of 

the Chaudière Falls area.
The area will be trans-

formed into a multi-purpose 
community, referred to as the 
Isles. The plan includes approx-
imately 1,200 residential units, 
4.8 km2 for retail, 17 km2 for 
commercial space, and a hotel.

According to the City of 
Ottawa, the proposed site 
will comprise Chaudière and 
Albert Islands, and is part 
of the now-defunct Domtar 
paper mill lands, partially lo-
cated in Gatineau. 

The redevelopment 
would also target Asinabka, 
also known as Chaudière 
Falls, a sacred space for In-
digenous peoples near Kit-
chi-sippi (Ottawa). The site 
has been used for over 5,000 
years for ceremonial and tra-
ditional gatherings, activi-
ties and events. 

Ottawa and Gatineau 

are built on the stolen land 
of the Anishinaabeg (Al-
gonquin) nation. The Al-
gonquin people still retain 
Aboriginal title of the land, 
yet their land claims remain 
unacknowledged and unre-
solved, although an agree-
ment in principle between 
Ontario, Canada, and the 
Algonquins of Ontario was 

released in 2012 for public 
review and comment.

According to the Legacy 
Vision of the late Algonquin 
Kitigàn-zìbì Anishinàbeg First 
Nation Elder William Com-
manda, the Asinabka Eco Park 
should be built at the site of 
the sacred Chaudière Falls. 

Peace activists mobilize against canada’s involvement in iraq
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“With this decision, the city 
of Ottawa is continuing in the 
colonial footsteps of [Philomenon] 
Wright by ignoring the Algonquin 
nation which has lived in the 
area since time immemorial.”

In a statement, the Canadian Peace 

Alliance claimed that many of the 

countries involved in the military 

campaign are the same countries 

that are using a “heavy hand” of 

austerity against their own citizens.

Avec 

Les Sans-Culottes

Anti-War activists protest at Parliament during Oct. 6 debate on the war.  Photo: Grant Neufeld   
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Lev•el•ler
noun

1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office,  
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at: 

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com

facebook  The Leveller: Campus • Community • Culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

LeveLLeR
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. 
Community-based media needs community-funded support.  
Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution. 

Contact  for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.

operations.the.leveller@gmail.com

Get connected.

The Leveller acknowledges that Ottawa is on unceded Algonquin territory.
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Canada’s participation in a 
new coalition professing 

its aim to bomb the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL) in Iraq, and possibly 
in Syria, poses a serious ques-
tion to the Canadian people. 
At issue is the motive force of 
Canada as a country and in-
ternational actor.

Will Canada’s role be that 
of a war government, resting 
upon the rule of political par-
ties of the rich, following the 
lead of the United States? Or 
will it instead be that of an 
anti-war government, found-
ed on the sovereignty of the 
people, upholding the equal-
ity of nations and striving for 
peaceful coexistence between 
people and nations alike?

Experience shows that 
successive predatory wars 
against Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and Libya – and invasive 
drone campaigns in Yemen 
and Pakistan – have exacer-
bated rather than amelio-
rated the region’s problems. 
The utter devastation un-
leashed by U.S.-led interven-
tion shows the self-serving 
nature of these forays waged 
under the dictum of Might 
Makes Right.

In the course of the war 
in Syria all manner of atroci-
ties have been carried out 

against the Syrian people 
by those forces aligned with 
the U.S. and its regional al-
lies in their bid for regime 
change. Yet only when those 
forces became unwieldy and 
birthed ISIL was this conduct 

condemned, so that it could 
form the moral pretext for 
another imperialist invasion. 

Though the Saudi Arabian 
government beheads scores 
of people each year (a crime 
which, when committed by 
ISIL, leads to the beating of 

war drums), it is considered 
by Canada and the U.S. to be 
a close ally and force for de-
mocracy in the region. A con-
sistent motif of the epoch is 
that the U.S. wages and drags 
others into war only on the 

basis of its narrow interests, 
international competition, 
and the politics of revenge.

In the defence of the Syr-
ian-Kurdish city of Kobane 
against ISIL, the Kurdish Peo-
ple’s Protection Units (YPG) 
have been wantonly ob-

structed by U.S. ally Turkey. 
At the same time, Pentagon 
spokespersons have declared 
the city’s imminent demise. 

Kurds in Kobane are part 
of a larger battle being waged 
across Syria, the Levant, and 
Palestine – a heroic defence 
of peoples against foreign 
invaders, be they ISIL, Isra-
el, the United States, or any 
other group or nation stak-
ing their claim to a people’s 
homeland.

The other distinction is 
that all those who are wag-
ing these resistance battles, 
including the YPG, are con-
sidered and officially classi-
fied by Canada and the U.S. 
as terrorists themselves.

This apparent contradic-
tion reveals the fraud of the 
U.S. attempts to paint itself 
as willing and capable of 
solving problems in the Mid-
dle East.

In this context, we as 
Canadians can only begin 
solving these problems by 
upholding the right of the 
peoples of Iraq and the Le-
vant to resist all forms of 
terror, including state terror, 
and support that just resis-
tance in the way it sees fit, 
while respecting the peace-
loving stand of the Cana-
dian people.

NOT A WRITER? 
NOT A PROBLEM. 
THERE ARE MANY 
WAYS YOU CAN BE  
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M E D I A !

New War Cannot Solve Problems
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Kurdish People’s Protection Unit fighters in Syria  Photo: Free Kurdistan, Flickr
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A Sept. 23 Asinabka 
Heritage letter to the CEO 
of Domtar noted that “Wil-
liam Commanda’s ancestors 
from Lac Commandant/Lac 
Papineau, Quebec met the 
first occupier of this site, 
Philomenon Wright, at the 
beginning of the 1800s, 
and they asserted the spe-
cial significance of the place, 
as documented in Wright’s 
own papers.” 

The letter affirmed the 
area was considered a sa-
cred site to the Algonquins 
of this watershed, and had 
been since 1613, according 
to Samuel de Champlain’s 
personal records. 

With this decision, the 
city of Ottawa is continuing 
in the colonial footsteps of 
Wright by ignoring the Al-
gonquin nation which has 
lived in the area since time 
immemorial.

Elder William Comman-
da envisioned a redevelop-
ment of Asinabka to include 
a conference centre, an in-
terpretive centre on regional 

and national history, a Na-
tional Indigenous Centre, 
and the freeing of Chaudière 
Falls “to the extent possi-
ble.” Renowned Aboriginal 
architect Douglas Cardinal 
has produced plans accord-
ing to the vision of the late 
Elder William Commanda.

The Harper government 
did not provide the National 
Capital Commission with 
the funds to buy the land 
in order to support the plan 
put forward by Elder William 
Commanda, and the city of 
Ottawa has also said it does 
not have the money to do so. 
As a result, the Windmill De-
velopment Group was able 
to purchase the land. 

The proposed residential 
and retail area would only 
serve to profit developers in-
stead of realising Elder Wil-
liam Commanda’s vision and 
the demands of the people. 

The legacy of racism, co-
lonialism, oppression and 
genocide of Indigenous peo-
ple is increasingly recognized 
as Canada’s greatest histori-
cal and current shame. With 
the leadership of the Algon-
quin people, the federal gov-

ernment could work with the 
City of Ottawa, Domtar and 
Windmill Developments to 
realize the Asinabka rede-
velopment plan, thus tak-
ing legitimate steps towards 
healing and reconciliation 
between the Canadian state 
and the Indigenous people 
who have legal and historical 
title to the state’s territory. 

The city’s plans have been 
met with petitions, a large 
anti-rezoning protest at the 
city development meeting 
on Oct. 8, and several other 
actions. Activists say more 
protests are planned for the 
near future. 

A Facebook group called, 
“Don’t let the City of Ottawa 
‘rezone’ unceded Algonquin 
territory”, actively provides 
updates and information 
about the opposition from 
First Nations and their al-
lies. If local municipal lead-
ers choose to ignore the 
legitimate holders and pro-
tectors of this area’s land, 
they will certainly come up 
against people taking action 
to make them realise they 
cannot rezone a sacred site 
for private profit.

Chaudière Falls 
Continued From page 1

peaCe aCtiVists 
Continued From page 1

Ottawa students, concerned residents, and 
members of the local Latin American com-
munity are responding with outrage and vigi-
lance to reports of the kidnapping of students 
from a rural school in Ayotzinapa, Mexico.

On Sept. 26, police agents from Guerre-
ro state, along with unidentified gunmen, 
shot at several buses being used by the stu-
dents, killing six and kidnapping 43 stu-
dents. Since then, hundreds of thousands 
of Mexico’s people, particularly students 
and teachers, have been demonstrating, 
striking, and targeting government build-
ings to demand the return of the students 
and punishment of the perpetrators.

Activists have pointed to the coopera-
tion between state, police, and criminal 
elements in the area as support for the 
conclusion that justice requires serious 
changes to governance in Mexico.

Responding to the Mexican activists’ 
calls for international support, Ottawa 
residents held an information and solidar-

ity picket on Oct. 15 outside the Mexican 
Embassy in downtown Ottawa. Flyers were 
distributed to inform Canadians about the 
case, which had thus far received little at-
tention in mainstream Canadian media. 
Demonstrators carried signs and images 
of the missing students and chanted the 
slogan of the movement in Mexico, “¡Vi-
vos se los llevaron, vivos los queremos!” 
which means, “They were taken alive, and 
we want them back alive!” They pledged 
to step up their support for justice for the 
Mexican students.

The Philippine Migrant Society of Can-
ada (PMSC) continues to raise awareness 
against the impending overhaul to the 
federal Live-in Caregiver program. PMSC 
groups in Ottawa, Toronto and Vancouver 
held press conferences on Thursday, Oct. 9 
to air concerns about the possible changes. 

While the specifics of the bill are yet 
to be announced, spokespersons from 
the organisations believe the permanent 
residency process will become even more 

difficult if it becomes part of the express 
entry immigration system, to be launched 
on Jan. 15.

The changes are part of sweeping new 
rules to the Temporary Foreign Workers 
Program. Employees are being prohibited 
from hiring low-wage foreign workers in 
areas where the unemployment rate is 
above six per cent. In addition, the num-
ber of foreign workers hired must not ex-
ceed 10 per cent by 2016. 

Ottawa and Gatineau women and their 
allies took to the streets on Oct. 8 for the 
36th annual Take Back the Night march to 
affirm women’s right to safety and demand 
an end to gender-based violence. On the 
Ottawa side, demonstrators gathered at 
Minto Park and heard speeches from lo-
cal women and activists. These included 
Larissa, an Indigenous woman and first-
year Carleton music student who sang and 
played a powerful song about women’s 
right to walk the streets without fear. Oth-
er speakers, including Dillon Black of the 

Ottawa Coalition to End Violence Against 
Women, spoke about their own experi-
ences and the movement’s importance. 
Proceeding north on Elgin St., the march 
was joined by a large contingent of women 
from the Gatineau side and weaved its way 
through Byward Market and then west on 
Rideau before ending at City Hall. In their 
hundreds, with high energy and chants 
echoing through the streets, the march-
ers made for a powerful display of wom-
en leading the movement to affirm their 
rights and the rights of all. 

ottawa students in solidarity with mexico

migrant workers wary oF live-in caregiver changes

ottawa women take back the night
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After losing her May 26-28 court date 
earlier this year, the Lynn Gehl versus the 
Attorney General of Canada will be heard 
from Oct. 20-22 at the Ontario Superior 
Court of Justice.

Gehl, an Indigenous human rights ad-
vocate of the Algonquin Anishinaabe-kwe 
from the Ottawa River Valley, is seeking an 
amendment to the unknown and unstated 
paternity and the Indian Act.

As it stands now, a father must sign the 
baby’s birth certificate for his Indian status 
registration in order for a child to be eli-

gible for status.
Gehl has contended that this practice 

was discriminatory and negatively targeted 
Indigenous mothers and children.

“Women sometimes conceive 
through an abuse of power such as in 
situations of incest, rape, gang rape, sex-
ual slavery and prostitution where such 
as the terms are unreported, unnamed, 
unacknowledged, unestablished, un-
recognised and unknown paternity are 
more appropriate descriptors,” she said 
on her website. 

A committee of the Carleton Uni-
versity Students’ Association (CUSA) 
tasked with reviewing the association’s 
membership in the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students (CFS) recommended 
holding a referendum on its affiliation 
with the CFS.

An Oct. 16 emergency meeting of 
CUSA Council heard the report of the 
committee but did not vote on accept-
ing the recommendations.

Councillors, including members of 
the committee, gave mixed reactions to 
the report, with some praising it and 

others warning that the evaluation was 
neither thorough nor living up to the 
mandate of the committee.

At the meeting, CUSA president Fo-
larin Odunayo indicated that CUSA has 
not paid its membership fees to the 
CFS since November 2012, amounting 
to around $300,000. Other Councillors 
indicated that the lack of participation 
in the CFS made it difficult for students 
to evaluate the value of membership.

 The report will be looked at again 
during the next meeting of CUSA Coun-
cil on Oct. 23.

lynn gehl’s section 15 charter challenge continues

student association committee recommends leaving 
student Federation

news

“They have also opened 
the door to Canadian in-
volvement in Syria’s bloody 
civil war,” he added.

In the House of Com-
mons on Oct. 3, Green 
Party leader Elizabeth May 
warned that Canada should 
make sure that its involve-
ment does not make matters 
worse. Bombings, she said, 
have never ended an extrem-
ist terrorist threat.

A more proactive ap-
proach, May argued, ad-
dresses structural issues 
within the region. “We need 
to sign the arms trade treaty. 
We need to stem the flow of 
conventional arms to ter-
rorists. We need to track the 
money. We need to find out 
who is fuelling these people. 
We need sensible plans. We 
need to make sure that there 
are not vast numbers, co-
horts of unemployed young 
men, who feel alienated 
within their societies,” she 
stated.

In a statement, the Cana-
dian Peace Alliance claimed 
that many of the countries 
involved in the military 
campaign are the same 
countries that are using a 
“heavy hand” of austerity 

against their own citizens.
“While claiming that 

there is no money for pub-
lic services, women’s pro-
grams, the environment, 
schools, healthcare, and 
living wages, Harper is now 
actively directing resources 
into activities which will, 
in no way, provide for long 
term economic and human 

prosperity – either in Iraq or 
Canada,” the group stated.

Jones said Canadians 
should join the peace move-
ment in the country to speak 
against militarization and 
violence. A rally in Ottawa 
will be held on Oct. 25 at 
the Human Rights Monu-
ment at 1 p.m., she added.

Photo: Grant Neufeld
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common seed rights being Put through the grinding mill 
Agriculture Growth Act Bill C-18 before standing committee
Christopher Kelly-Bisson

Federal Agriculture Min-
ister Gerry Ritz’s omnibus 
Agricultural Growth Act (Bill 
C-18) is currently before the 
Standing Committee on Ag-
riculture and Agri-Food. If 
passed, this bill will threaten 
the ability of Canadian farm-
ers to save their own seed. 

Part of the bill amends 
the Federal Plant Breeders’ 
Rights Act, which would 
ratify provisions from the 
International Union for the 
Protection of New Varieties 
of Plants (UPOV) 1991 con-
vention, giving multination-
al seed companies greater 
legal powers to enforce their 
ownership over non-patent-
ed seed varieties in Canada. 

The bill comes amid ac-
tion from the Harper gov-
ernment to weaken Cana-
dian agricultural regulation 
and sovereignty in order to 
secure free trade agreements 
such as the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership and Compre-
hensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement .  

The movement by the 
Harper government towards 
export-oriented, large-scale 
agribusiness will ultimately 
place control of Canada’s 
food systems in the hands of 
multinational corporations 
and away from the needs of 
farmers and consumers.

Ritz introduced Bill C-18 

last year on Dec. 9 and it 
passed second reading on 
June 17. The bill is current-
ly under review from the 
Standing Committee on Ag-
riculture and Agri-Food. The 
plant breeders’ rights portion 
of the bill addresses recom-
mendations by the Seed Sec-
tor Review – a group of lobby 
organizations representing 
the interests of multinational 
seed corporations and large-
scale grain producers – to 
ratify the 1991 changes to 
UPOV. Canada is among the 
73 states party to the conven-
tion, but it has not ratified 
any revisions since the previ-
ous UPOV ’78.

Ritz said the proposed 
changes “will encourage in-
creased plant breeding in-
vestment here in Canada and 
encourage foreign breeders 
to sell their varieties to our 
farmers.” 

The bill amends the 
Plant Breeders’ Rights Act 
to change the definition of 
“plant breeders” to include 
large multinational seed cor-
porations. Such corporations 
are then permitted to claim 
“plant breeders’ rights” and 
charge “end-point-royalties” 
over any non-patented seed 
varieties that farmers save 
and stock from their harvest. 
Corporations are therefore 
permitted the right to claim 
ownership and royalties over 
any common seed varieties if 

they have not been previously 
commercialized in Canada. 

Food Secure Canada has 
noted that 75 per cent of seed 
sold in Canada is controlled 
by 10 companies, most of 
which require farmers to 
purchase seed every year.

Ritz made his intentions 
to further strengthen this 
relationship clear when he 
introduced the bill. “Should 
you decide to save seed from 
crop that you grow,” he said,  
“you have the ability to do 
that and, again, just pay the 
royalty on the end when you 
sell it out.”

The bill includes UPOV 
1991’s provisions, permit-
ting farmers to save and 

treat their own seed, but 
has omitted any mention of 
rights for farmers to stock it 
if they do not pay a royalty. 
Farmers could therefore be 
sued if they store seed that 
they have harvested for fu-
ture planting or sale if it is 
protected by a corporation’s 
plant breeders’ rights.

The bill also changes the 
term length of plant breed-
ers’ rights from 17 to 20 years 
and also allows corporations 
to withdraw a plant variety 
from the market whenever 
they desire.  This means they 
could withdraw a grain vari-
ety near the end of its 20-year 
term before it becomes com-
mon domain, and introduce 

a similar new plant breed for 
another 20-year term.

Bill C-18 represents a le-
gal framework that will see 
multinational seed corpora-
tions and the Federal Gov-
ernment collaborating to 
pressure Canada’s agriculture 
and agri-food sector towards 
an industrial-scale, export-
oriented model through the 
protection of monopolies 
and penalties to smaller-
scale producers. 

Unsurprisingly, the pro-
visions of UPOV ’91 are a 
precondition for any trade 
agreements with the United 
States and it is no coinci-
dence that the timing of the 
bill comes as negotiations 
of the TPP are drawing to a 
conclusion.

It is clear the Harper 
government is intent upon 
bringing agricultural pro-
duction in Canada under in-
creasing market control. The 
desire for market-based ag-
ricultural production poses 
inherent challenges. Seeds, 
for instance, do not lend 
themselves readily to prop-
erty rights since they trans-
form and spread prolifically.  

However, it is such le-
gal frameworks that permit 
corporations to appropriate 
common, abundant, and 
uncontrollable aspects of 
nature to be brought under 
the command of multina-
tional corporations, mar-

kets, and state institutions. 
The semantic shift of the 

definitions of “plant breed-
ers” and “plant breeders’ 
rights” embodied in Bill 
C-18 is in fact historically 
quite violent when one con-
siders that the initial intent 
of such provisions in the 
original UPOV ’72 was to 
give Indigenous farmers the 
ability to profit from the 
commercialization of their 
own common seed stock 
that they have used since 
time immemorial.

The National Farmers 
Union has been advocat-
ing against the bill before 
it was introduced in the 
House of Commons, and 
Food Secure Canada is 
scheduled to testify against 
the bill on Oct. 23. The 
Committee is currently 
on break, but is scheduled 
to resume on Oct. 20 and 
conclude before the end of 
the year. 

Meanwhile, many farm-
ers across Canada are eking 
out a living feeding Canadi-
ans. Soon enough the char-
acteristic of Canada’s food 
producers may no longer 
resemble the bucolic family 
farm the Harper government 
is leading the public to be-
lieve they are trying to help. 
Rather, the conventional 
farm owner will be sitting in 
a corporate boardroom on 
Bay Street.

Katie Ward of the National Farmers’ Union speaks 
at a protest against the Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement in Ottawa on Sept. 26

Photo: Sam Heaton
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news

cruelty and criminalization in canada’s migrant detention system
Migrant justice organizers say, “Fight for the rights of all”
leslie Muñoz

The Canada Border Services 
Agency (CBSA) announced on Sept. 
29 that another migrant has died in 
Canada’s contentious immigrant de-
tention system. 

Joseph Charles Dunn Young 
passed away on Sept. 27 at the Ni-
agara Detention Centre, a provincial 
maximum security facility located 
in Thorold, Ontario, which primar-
ily services criminalized non-CBSA 
inmates.

An inquest has been called by the 
Ontario Coroner’s office to investi-
gate the death. 

A news release from the Niagara 
Regional Police Service states that 
the migrant detainee’s “injuries were 
not suspected to be the result of foul 
play.”  

Maclean’s reported that Young 
committed suicide after a detention 
review hearing with the Immigration 
and Refugee Board determined he 
had to remain behind bars. Canada 
does not have a policy prohibiting 
indefinite migrant detention. 

The St. Catharines Standard re-
ported that Young was sent to the 
Greater Niagara General Hospital in 
critical condition on Sept 22., a week 
before his death. 

They also indicated that officials 

“refuse[d] to say why the man was 
behind bars or for how long he had 
been there.”  

In addition, the Standard reported 
that media inquiries directed at the 
detention centre were being redi-
rected to the Ministry of Community 
Safety and Correctional Facilities, in-
stead of the CBSA. 

This highlights the 
gaps created by CBSA, 
as well as the Harper 
government’s off-
loading of uncharged 
migrant detainees 
onto the provinces. 
The death also draws 
attention to the  dehu-
manizing conditions 
characterising migrant 
detention.  

“The death shows 
that the [immigration] 
system is broken and 
that [migrant] rights 
are not protected as 
they should be,” said 
Deepan Budlakoti, a 
migrant justice organizer involved with 
No One is Illegal-Ottawa. He also said 
that people in Canada need to fight for 
the rights of all. 

The Canadian Press reports that 
the Red Cross — the humanitarian 
organization responsible for moni-

toring CBSA’s detention practices 
— has criticized Canada’s migrant 
detention facilities because of its “tri-
ple-bunked cells, lack of support for 
detained children, and inadequate 
mental health care.” 

The Red Cross has also criticized 
the practice of holding immigrants 

in provincial jails, according to the 
Canadian Press.   

CBSA has three Immigrant Hold-
ing Centres specifically intended for 
migrant detainees because they are 
not considered criminals or offend-
ers under Canadian law. 

These detention facilities are of-
ten at full capacity due to the inten-
sification of Canada’s immigration 
and regularization restrictions as 
well as the government’s increased 
reliance on detention for migrants.

Young is not the first person to 
quietly perish in Canada’s migrant 
detention system. The facilities used 
to hold detainees have been de-
scribed as “dungeon-like” by sources 
ranging from rabble.ca to the Globe 
and Mail, and their corridors have 
seen numerous unnecessary migrant 
deaths.

Jan Szamko, a Roma refugee who 
was detained in the Toronto West 
Detention Centre, died while impris-
oned in 2009. 

Lucia Vega Jimenez, who had been 
surviving without status in Vancouver 
before she was detained, died while 
imprisoned in 2013. 

Rabble.ca also reports that a 
month after Jimenez’s death, a 
young Haitian woman imprisoned 
at the Vancouver Immigrant Holding 
Centre reached out to migrant justice 
support groups seeking medical ad-
vice following a miscarriage.    

These cases, and those of others 
who have died, stand as evidence of 
the need to change the way the state 
interacts with migrants who have 
made their way to Canada.

These 
detention 
facilities 
are often at 
full capacity 
due to the 
intensification 
of Canada’s 
immigration 
and 
regularization 
restrictions 
as well as the 
government’s 
increased 
reliance on 
detention for 
migrants.
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Témoignage Critique

Le vent tourne à Cacouna

La nuit, les femmes sans peur

Nicolas Falcimaigne

Il n’y avait pas tant de 
voitures dans les rues de 
Cacouna, samedi. Plus que 
d’habitude, mais pas assez 
pour expliquer la présence 
de milliers de personnes 
venues manifester contre 
le projet de port pétrolier. 
Cinq autobus, beaucoup de 
covoiturage, et certainement 
la participation d’un bon 
nombre d’habitants du vil-
lage, ont ajouté à la force du 
nombre une démonstration 
d’économie de pétrole.

C’est à pied que plus de 
2500 personnes (1000 selon 
les médias de masse) ont 
déferlé sur le port de Gros-
Cacouna. Ils se sont arrêtés 
à la barrière de sécurité pour 
écouter plusieurs discours 
enflammés.

« J’aimerais que les mé-
dias comprennent une 
chose aujourd’hui: la résis-
tance ne s’organise plus, a 
lancé à la foule Simon Côté, 
porte-parole de la coalition 

Stop-Oléoduc. La résistance 
est organisée. Sachez que 
maintenant, l’énergie des 
milliers de citoyens dans les 
centaines de groupes à trav-
ers la province va se concen-
trer de moins en moins dans 
l’organisation, et de plus en 
plus dans l’action directe. »

Martin Poirier, cofonda-
teur de Non à une marée noire 
dans le Saint-Laurent, a verte-
ment dénoncé l’enthousiasme 
affiché par le gouvernement 
envers le projet de Trans-
Canada. « Enlevons le titre de 
notre premier ministre, a-t-il 
proposé, et disons qu’il devi-
ent carrément un lobbyiste de 
TransCanada. »

Réalignements politiques

Si le nombre de mani-
festants, sans précédent à 
Cacouna, a envoyé un mes-
sage fort demandant l’arrêt 
des travaux au premier min-
istre Couillard, c’est surtout 
un virage politique qui s’est 
observé. Encore ce print-

emps, la plupart des partis 
politiques brillaient par leur 
silence.

En juin, le Bloc québécois 
s’est affiché contre le projet. 
Cet automne, le Nouveau 
parti démocratique (NPD), 
qui soutient le projet dans 
l’Ouest, entreprend un dé-
licat repositionnement au 
Québec. « On a déposé une 
motion précise sur le projet 
de port pétrolier, explique 
François Lapointe, député 
de Montmagny-L’Islet-Ka-
mouraska-Rivière-du-Loup 
du NPD, pour rejeter la con-
struction d’un port pétrolier 
ici à Cacouna. »

Pour le président du Bloc 
Québécois, Mario Beaulieu, 
cette motion, assurée d’être 
battue en chambre, a été dé-
posée pour la forme par le 
NPD. « Je pense que seule une 
mobilisation de la population 
et des groupes de la société ci-
vile va permettre de stopper ce 
mouvement-là pour nous im-
poser le passage du pétrole de 
l’Ouest canadien. »

Au provincial, le Parti 
québécois (PQ), qui a auto-
risé l’inversion controversée 
de la ligne 9 d’Enbridge et 
subventionné l’exploration 
pétrolière sur Anticosti, a 
dépêché quatre députés 
pour afficher son opposition 
au projet de TransCanada.

Questionnée sur 
l’apparente contradiction 
entre la position de son 
parti sur l’un et l’autre projet 
d’oléoducs, Martine Ouel-
let, porte-parole péquiste 
en matière de transports, 
d’électrification des trans-
ports et de stratégie mari-
time, a répondu que « le Parti 
québécois n’a jamais été pour 
le projet de TransCanada. Les 
deux projets de pipelines sont 
deux projets complètement 
différents. Enbridge, c’est de 
l’inversion, mais c’est aussi 
pour le marché québécois. »

Pascal Bérubé, député 
péquiste de Matane-Matapé-
dia, a rappelé que le minis-
tre libéral délégué aux Trans-
ports et à l’Implantation de 

la stratégie maritime et re-
sponsable des régions de du 
Bas St-Laurent et de la Gas-
pésie-Île-de-la-Madeleine, 
Jean D’Amour, a affirmé que 
« s’il n’y a pas d’acceptation 
sociale, ça ne se fera pas, al-
ors voici une première dé-
monstration de l’opposition 
qui m’apparaît assez éten-
due au Bas-Saint-Laurent 
». Ce réalignement des 
planètes politiques pour-
rait bien marquer un tour-
nant pour ce projet, dont 
l’importance géostratégique 
est énorme.

impoRtance stRatégique

Le 16 octobre prochain, 
l’injonction obtenue par plus-
ieurs groupes environnemen-
taux prendra fin et les travaux 
de forage de Transcanada 
pourraient recommencer. Ces 
sondages géotechniques doi-
vent permettre de connaître 
le fond marin où poser les as-
sises de la jetée de 750 mètres 
où il est prévu d’amarrer deux 

à trois superpétroliers par se-
maine.

Outre les risques de 
déversements, le projet 
implique le déversement 
routinier de 60 000 tonnes 
d’eaux de ballast par navire. 
On doit y charger environ 
la moitié des 1,1 million de 
barils par jour transportés 
par l’oléoduc Énergie-Est de 
TransCanada, l’autre moitié 
du pétrole étant destinée au 
port de St-John, au Nou-
veau-Brunswick.

Alors que le projet 
d’oléoduc Keystone XL 
(TransCanada) tarde à être 
autorisé aux États-Unis et que 
celui de Northern Gateway 
(Enbridge) est bloqué en Co-
lombie-Britannique, les deux 
projets d’oléoducs québé-
cois restent les seules op-
tions permettant d’envisager 
l’exportation nécessaire à la 
croissance de l’industrie des 
sables bitumineux.

Cet article est paru sur rico-
chet.ca le 13 octobre 2014

lovanie Anne Côté

Hier, le 8 octobre, j’ai participé à la 
Marche La rue, la nuit, les femmes sans peur, 
organisée par le CALAS de Hull. Je participe 
à cette marche depuis maintenant cinq ans 
afin que toutes ensemble, avec nos alliés, 
nous nous réapproprions la rue et les espac-
es publics pour dénoncer les violences que 
vivent les femmes et affirmer collectivement 
notre droit de vivre dans la dignité et non 
l’insécurité et la culpabilité.

Or, j’ai vécu un énorme malaise en voyant 
une des organisatrices s’entretenir avec deux 
agents de police de la ville de Gatineau. En 
regardant autour de moi, je remarque que 
des étudiant-e-s en techniques policières 
nous entourent, dont deux étudiants hom-
mes portant des dossards orange. Pendant 
le speech d’avant départ, nous sommes invi-
tées à applaudir et remercier les « étudiants 
qui sont là pour assurer notre sécurité ». La 
police (futur-e-s policiers, policières) qui 
nous « protège » dans notre action de réap-
propriation de la rue?

Le message n’était-il pas de reprendre 

notre pouvoir comme femme et de marcher 
toute ensemble dans la rue? « Dans les rues 
on va marcher, c’est fini d’avoir peur »... mais 
nous avons besoin de la police pour nous 
sentir en sécurité? 

Peut-être avons-nous oublié que les 
agents de police sont souvent les agres-
seurs des femmes de la rue, que tant de 
femmes autochtones ont vécu la violence 
policière jusqu’au meurtre, que pour les 
travailleuses du sexe, la peur provient sou-
vent des policiers qui les harcèlent, qui 
les judiciarisent, qui les agressent. Peut-
être que comme féministes blanches tra-
vaillant dans l’institutionnel, la violence 
policière, nous ne la voyons pas et nous 
ne la vivons pas, mais pour plusieurs 
femmes, il s’agit d’une réalité. En col-
laborant avec les services policiers, nous 
avons envoyé le message que la police 
nous protégeait, lorsqu’en fait, la police 
ne protège qu’une classe de femme, elle 
ne protège pas les femmes sortant de la 
norme sociale de féminité : les femmes 
autochtones, les femmes racialisées, les 
utilisatrices de drogue, les travailleuses du 

sexe, les femmes activistes, les personnes 
trans, queer...

 Toutes les femmes ne sont pas libres. Il y 
a des femmes plus libres que d’autres. Il y a 
des femmes qui oppriment d’autres femmes 
également. Et comme femme blanche se 
disant féministe, il faut identifier nos priv-
ilèges : nos privilèges de fonctionner dans 

les services sociaux, dans les lieux de pou-
voir institutionnel comme les services polic-
iers. Bref, ayant été judiciarisée par la police, 
ayant vu la violence policière, hier, je ne me 
suis pas sentie en sécurité dans cette marche, 
comme je ne me sens pas en sécurité lorsque 
je marche seule la nuit et qu’une auto-pa-
trouille passe près de moi.

 Photo: Nicolas Falcimaigne

Ce réalignement des planètes politiques 
pourrait bien marquer un tournant 
pour ce projet, dont l’importance 
géostratégique est énorme.

 Photo: Lovanie Anne Côté
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Cacouna : un détail libéral 
dont personne ne parle

les Sans-culottes étaient les 
révolutionnaires radicaux pendant 
la révolution française (vers 1789). 
leur nom émanait des pantalons 
qu’ils portaient au lieu de la 
culotte courte et des bas, portés 
par les nobles et les bourgeois.

Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en 
français pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.

Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com, et aidez-nous à diversifier notre 
contenu!

Si vous avez de l’expérience dans la révision de 
textes en français, contactez-nous!

LE  éTEND SES BRANCHES!

Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois

C’est une soirée comme 
une autre. Le premier re-
portage du Téléjournal porte 
sur le controversé projet de 
port pétrolier à Cacouna. 
Le journaliste donne la pa-
role à des citoyens en fa-
veur et en défaveur du pro-
jet. Puis, le porte-parole de 
l’entreprise Transcanada, 
qui pilote l’initiative, appa-
raît à l’écran.

Ses propos ne me sur-
prennent pas, mais son vis-
age m’est étrangement fami-
lier. J’ai déjà vu ce type. Mais 
où? Pendant quelques heu-
res, la question me chicote. 
Plus tard en soirée, j’ai un 
flash : ce type, je l’ai croisé à 
l’été 2012 à Québec, lors des 
négociations entre le mou-
vement étudiant et le gou-
vernement Charest.

Je me précipite sur le 
site web de l’entreprise al-
bertaine et y confirme ma 
découverte : son porte-
parole québécois est bel et 
bien Philippe Cannon, chef 
de cabinet de Line Beau-
champ lors de son mouve-
menté passage à la tête du 
ministère de l’Éducation, 
des Loisirs et des Sports. Je 
m’arrête un instant et réalise 
qu’avant d’occuper ce poste, 
Line Beauchamp était min-
istre… de l’Environnement! 
Le porte-voix du Energy East 
aurait-il été si proche du 
pouvoir avant de devenir 
lobbyiste?

Vérifications faites, oui. 
Le parcours professionnel de 
Monsieur Cannon est impres-
sionnant : candidat libéral en 
2007, il a été chef de cabinet 
de deux ministres libérales et 
attaché de presse de Line Beau-
champ lors de son passage au 
ministère de l’Environnement. 
Aujourd’hui, il agit officiel-
lement à titre de lobbyiste et 
de porte-parole pour Trans-
canada, une entreprise privée 
qui cherche à obtenir une 
autorisation auprès de ce 
même ministère. Cette situa-
tion troublante m’inspire trois 
questions.

qu’est-ce qui qualifie 
(vRaiment) philippe 
cannon pouR ce poste?

Je ne remets pas en 
doutes les compétences de 
monsieur Cannon, encore 
moins sa valeur personnelle. 
D’ailleurs, mes quelques 
rencontres avec cet homme 
m’ont laissé un plutôt bon 
souvenir. Reste qu’on peut se 

demander quelles ont été les 
motivations principales de 
son employeur lorsqu’on lui 
a confié un mandat de lob-
byisme d’une telle impor-
tance. Il ne fait pas de doute 
qu’on connaissait l’homme 
et son parcours. Ses très 
nombreux contacts au sein 
du Parti libéral et sa connais-
sance interne du ministère 
de l’Environnement – celui-
là même que Transcanada 
tente d’amadouer – ne lui 
ont certainement pas nui. 
« Les gens ont le droit de 
travailler! » dira-t-on pour 
justifier ce genre de change-
ment de carrière. Il est évi-
dent que je ne souhaite pas 

que les anciens employés 
politiques élisent domicile 
à l’Accueil Bonneau. Cela 
étant, il serait tout à fait pos-
sible de renforcer les lois 
qui régissent la pratique du 
lobbyisme afin de limiter 
sévèrement ce genre de con-
version éclair.

pouRquoi peRsonne 
n’en paRle?

Fidèle à ses habitudes, 
Amir Khadir a dénoncé 
vigoureusement la prox-
imité entre Philippe Can-
non et le gouvernement 
Couillard. Son indignation 
a manifestement laissé les 
journalistes indifférents, 
puisque ce cri du cœur n’a 
reçu pour traitement médi-
atique qu’une brève men-
tion au bas de quelques ar-
ticles. Faut-il conclure que 
pour le monde médiatique, 
la situation est tout à fait 
normale? Il faut avoir une 
bien curieuse définition de 
l’intérêt public pour con-

sidérer que cette informa-
tion n’est pas digne d’une 
couverture importante.

À moins que ce soit de-
venu si habituel que cela ne 
mérite plus un traitement 
journalistique? Si tel est le 
cas, s’en inquiéter serait, 
semble-t-il, un manque de 
sérieux, une marque de na-
ïveté. Quoi qu’il en soit, ce 
silence est révélateur. Nos 
médias se sont manifeste-
ment résignés à l’existence 
du phénomène des portes-
tournantes entre le secteur 
privé et l’État québécois. 
Voilà un manquement réel 
aux devoirs du journalisme 
en démocratie.

le pouvoiR politique 
est-il inféodé au 
milieu des affaiRes?

Dans son jugement du 23 
septembre, la Cour supéri-
eure s’interroge sur les moti-
vations du ministre Heurtel, 
qui a délivré un certificat 
d’autorisation à la pétrolière 
albertaine même si celle-ci 
n’avait pas fourni tous les 
documents nécessaires. « Il 
change sa position et signe le 
certificat d’autorisation. Rien 
dans la preuve actuellement 
n’explique ce revirement de 
situation » écrit la juge Clau-
dine Roy, incrédule. Est-il 
possible que monsieur Can-
non et les 13 autres lobbyistes 
employés par la pétrolière al-
bertaine aient quelque chose 
à voir avec l’empressement du 
ministre?

Cette affaire dépasse large-
ment le projet Energy East ou 
l’entreprise Transcanada. Elle 
révèle à nouveau une double 
proximité entre le pouvoir 

politique et le milieu des af-
faires. Une proximité con-
crète, d’abord : on savait déjà 
que les barons du monde 
des affaires entretiennent des 
liens serrés avec les dirigeants 
et le cas Cannon montre qu’il 
s’agit en fait d’un très petit 
monde, d’un réseau sélect 
dans lequel on circule rap-
idement et passe d’un côté à 
l’autre de la table.

Mais au-delà de cette prox-
imité concrète entre décideurs 
et grands entrepreneurs, c’est 
leur proximité idéologique 
qui devrait nous inquiéter le 
plus. Au final, ce qui permet 
aux Philippe Cannon et An-
dré Caillé de ce monde de 
passer du public au privé en 
un clin d’œil, c’est leur con-
ception de l’État lui-même. 
S’ils circulent si vite d’un poste 
à l’autre, c’est qu’ils ont as-
similé – inconsciemment ou 
non – la vision néolibérale du 
rôle de l’État dans la société : 
favoriser l’établissement d’un 
environnement d’affaires le 
plus favorable possible aux 
entreprises.

Le fait que le bras droit 
de la ministre qui voulait 
augmenter les frais de scolar-
ité universitaires de 75% soit, 
moins de deux ans plus tard, 
le représentant public d’une 
entreprise étrangère voulant 
convaincre le gouvernement 
du Québec d’autoriser des 
manœuvres à haut risque 
dans le fleuve Saint-Laurent 
n’est pas une simple anec-
dote, encore moins un fait 
isolé. C’est un symbole. On a 
beaucoup ri des étudiants en 
2012, surtout lorsque certains 
« radicaux » (sic) ont affirmé 
que leur combat contre la 
hausse des frais de scolarité 
était aussi dirigé contre l’élite 
politique et économique qui 
règne actuellement sur le 
Québec.

« Une vieille rhétorique 
des années 70! », se sont es-
claffés les bonnes gens de la « 
classe qui jase » (dixit Chantal 
Hébert). Cette inquiétante af-
faire montre qu’on aurait dû 
les écouter un peu plus, et 
que ceux qui s’inquiétaient 
de la santé de l’État de droit 
se sont trompés de cible en 
s’en prenant à la jeunesse. 
Une dernière question, pour 
conclure: et si c’était la classe 
politique elle-même qui 
représentait le plus grand 
danger pour la crédibilité de 
nos institutions politiques?

Cet article est paru sur rico-
chet.ca le 13 octobre 2014

Nos médias se sont 
manifestement résignés à 
l’existence du phénomène 
des portes-tournantes 
entre le secteur privé et 
l’État québécois. Voilà 
un manquement réel aux 
devoirs du journalisme 
en démocratie.

Cacouna Port Photo: Wikimedia Commons, CC
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There is a need in 
OTTawa. iT is difficulT TO 
knOw where TO sTarT, 
buT a gOOd place TO begin 
wOuld be TO have a public 
insTiTuTiOn wiTh a mandaTe 
ThaT includes preferenTial 
emplOymenT, parTicularly Of 
Trans wOmen.

“Gimme 
shelter or 
i’m Gonna 
fade away!”
It’s tIme for an 
LGBtQ CommunIty 
HeaLtH and 
resourCe Centre!
dJ Freedman

G
ay and lesbian communities once provided a 
habitat for those neither gay nor lesbian in lush, 
queer growth across North America. In Canada 
and in Ottawa, the overwhelming take-up of 
individual salvation through gay marriage and 

other non-community focused institutions has left those who 
flourished in this vanished ecosystem exposed and in need of 
help. 

Many have called for economic rights, the simple equality 
of having a job or being able to sustain oneself through a 
sufficient wage. Looking at what might be called community 
organizations, including queer-run local businesses, local 
NGOs, Ottawa health centres, grassroots groups and the 
like, it is notable that many have never hired trans women or 
promoted positive or any images of them. Bi folk also face 
challenges in a community focused on the needs of gay men 
and lesbians.

This exclusion includes local organizations who claim to follow 
and promote possibility models. It is the stubborn empirical 
fact of  “our” community.

Many marginalized populations have received significant 
legal, medical, and social help through Ottawa’s community 
organizations over the years. But not all, and those who have 
access to some help are often underserved.

There is a need in Ottawa. It is difficult to know where to start, 
but a good place to begin would be to have a public institution 
with a mandate that includes preferential employment, 
particularly of trans women.

It’s time for a truly inclusive LGBTQ Community Health and 
Resource Centre (CHC/CRC). 

Playing catch-up has always been the fate of trans people, 
trans women in particular. It has also been the fate of bi 
people. Julian Weiss, in her essay, “GL v BT, The Archaeology 

of Biphobia and Transphobia within the U.S. Gay and 
Lesbian Community,” unearths Gay Pride’s explicit 

exclusion of bi and trans people from 1970 
to about 2000 in its seeming hope for 

gay and lesbian assimilation 
within the heterosexual 

mainstream. 
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with a mandate that includes preferential employment, 
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It’s time for a truly inclusive LGBTQ Community Health and 
Resource Centre (CHC/CRC). 

Playing catch-up has always been the fate of trans people, 
trans women in particular. It has also been the fate of bi 
people. Julian Weiss, in her essay, “GL v BT, The Archaeology 

of Biphobia and Transphobia within the U.S. Gay and 
Lesbian Community,” unearths Gay Pride’s explicit 
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to about 2000 in its seeming hope for 

gay and lesbian assimilation 
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mainstream. 

This is the template for the community in Ottawa and its 
institutions. 

In 1984, Pink Triangle Services was founded on previous activism 
and community-building as the first openly gay organization in 
Canada. It was exclusively for gay men and lesbians. Not until 1998 
did PTS acknowledge the existence of trans people. A community 
meeting led by then-president Barry Deprose “proudly” recorded 
for history their community's missive, “Gay men sometimes have 
issues with transgender issues and lesbians wish to maintain the 
sanctity of women's spaces.” 

An open letter released in 2012 by trans organizers to the 
Canadian AIDS society called attention to the erasure of trans 
women from HIV/AIDS statistics. The letter discusses how 
before surgery, trans women are aggregated with cis gay men, 
and after surgery with cis women. For this reason, significant 
work has been done in relation to cis men with HIV/AIDS while 
trans women have been excluded from this work since the 
beginning of the epidemic. Without statistics for more than 30 
years, it is not  surprising that the World Health Organization 
stated in a July 2014 news release that while gay men are 19 
times more likely than the general population to have HIV/
AIDS, trans women are 50 times more likely.

This population is erased through dominant perceptions 
that “there aren’t enough trans women to matter” and that 
exclusion can consequently “do no harm.” These claims are 
prevalent in our community organizations because of their gay/
lesbian focus. An unreasonable belief also persists that trans 
women should not be allowed to participate with cis women 
because it would discomfort them. This discrimination is the 
reason why trans women in their various complex intersections 
remain the most marginalized population. It also explains why 
the AIDS epidemic has devastated this population.

When a generation of trans women became active at PTS, 
older gay and lesbian people, those with political power, left 
the organization to create distinct services for those other 
than trans women within their community. They also publicly 
called for the end of the organization.  

It is unclear whether any of the organizations and services 
that were set up after the fallout of that meeting have created 
programs for either trans women or bi people. It is clear, 
however, that the CHC/CRC system has neglected to actively 
hire trans women.

Trans PULSE reports that the teeth of this epidemic of 
erasure closed most tightly upon the generation of 

trans women over 35, which is why there seems 
to be so very few thriving, middle-aged 

and older trans women.

There are a few examples of wealthy 
and successful trans women in American 
media who are CEOs, producers, actors, fashion 
models, and celebrities, and which Canadian media slavishly 
mirrors. This selective portrayal of trans women, however, is not 
reflective of the experiences of trans women in the entirety of 
their various intersectional identities. TV’s focus on a few success 
stories diminishes the complicated realities experienced by trans 
women of all kinds and contributes to the general misperceptions 
plaguing the population.   

Many trans women, like many within other LGBTQ 
populations, simply do not have the support to be healthy and 
happy.

Not all are young. Not all have work. Not all are pretty. Media 
does not know them except as corpses.

At the beginning of the year, community activists lobbied 
Centretown CHC to create positions to address the needs 
of the trans community. They also called for the hiring of a 
qualified trans woman for such a position. A full-time English 
position was created only for internal competition. Since 
there are no trans people there at all, no trans woman was 
interviewed.

On Sept. 25, there was also a community rally in front of the  
Centretown CHC calling for the hiring of trans women. The 
executive director, Simone Thibault, spoke with demonstrators 
and in the conversation, discussed  how slow, step by step 
changes where necessary for change to occur. Trans women 
and other ignored populations have been waiting for years. 

An initiative to address the concerns of trans folk entitled 
“Addressing Trans Misogyny in Ottawa” was recently created 
through the joint work of the Sexual Assault Support Centre 
of Ottawa and PTS. In an interview with the Leveller, Yasir 
Naqvi, the Liberal MPP for Ottawa-Centre and a senior 
cabinet minister in the province of Ontario disclosed that he 
had agreed to facilitate this action.

Naqvi was part of the renewed effort to pass Toby's Law in 
Ontario, which added gender identity and gender expression 
to the Ontario Human Rights Code.

The “Addressing Trans Misogyny in Ottawa” initiative 
represents an important step in establishing services specifically 
directed towards trans communities sooner rather than later.

When habitat disappears we must attempt to reconstruct at 
least some of the vanished community and support that once 
queerly flourished without our attention because it is a matter 
of survival. There is an opportunity to address what has never 
been, as well as what has been lost.

I reiterate, its time for an LGBTQ CHC/CRC!
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oF acronyms and 
antagonisms
Kurds, turks, and the Syrian Civil War
Adam Kostrich

Heavy fighting between 
the Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL) and Iraqi 
Kurds in Kobane, a town on 
the Turkish-Syrian border, 
made news all last week. 
The month-long battle con-
tinues to ebb and flow, but 
at the time of writing ISIL 
fighters had retreated from 
the city. At this time Kobane 
is held by the People’s Pro-
tection Units (YPG), a group 
of Syrian Kurds who have 
fought to restrict fighting to 
southern and central Syria 
since the Syrian civil war be-
gan three years ago.

The YPG was supported 
by American air raids, but not 
until late in the game. Until 
the tide turned, the U.S. of-
ficially predicted Kobane’s 
imminent demise. Turkey, a 
NATO member and U.S. ally, 
refused to intervene on the 
Kurds’ side. In fact, on Oct. 
13, Turkish planes bombed 
members of the Kurdish 
Workers’ Party (PKK), a mili-
tant group of separatist Turk-
ish Kurds along the Turkish-
Iraqi border who are affiliated 
with the YPG. 

Now is as good a time as 
any to step back and assess 
the war’s growing signifi-
cance for the region’s Kurd-
ish population.  

Thirty-five million Kurds 
live in northwestern Iran, 
northern Iraq, northern Syr-
ia, and southeastern Turkey. 
Only in Iraq do they have 
a measure of territorial and 
political autonomy, ceded 
after the United States’ inva-
sion of Iraq in 2003. (Kurds 
had been trying to secede 
from Iraq since 1919, result-
ing in over 140,000 deaths 
and millions more displaced 
over 90 years.) 

Organized pushes for 
Kurdish statehood and au-
tonomy date back to 1880, 
when Kurds were one of 
many groups living under 
the Ottoman Empire. Af-
ter the empire’s collapse in 
1918, its territory was carved 
up in a secret agreement be-
tween Britain and France. 
This agreement—the Sykes-
Picot Agreement—forms the 
basis of the region’s contem-
porary national boundaries.

The partially autono-
mous region in northern 
Iraq is governed by a body 
calling itself the Kurdish Re-
gional Government (KRG). 
The leader of that regional 
government, Massoud Bar-
zani, stated his intent this 
past July to secure Kurdish 
independence from Iraq by 
means of a referendum. 

Because Barzani’s state-
ment was made on the heels 
of significant Kurdish military 
advances—in this case the oc-

cupation of the oil-rich city of 
Kirkuk, in northern Iraq—it 
embodies the extent to which 
contemporary Kurdish na-
tionalism is a product of the 
Syrian civil war. 

In 2012, as Syrian gov-
ernment forces withdrew 
from the country’s north to 
consolidate their territorial 
gains, Kurdish militants en-
tered the ensuing vacuum 
and took control of villages 
and territories that they con-
sidered ethnically Kurdish. 
These early advances were 
led primarily by the Demo-
cratic Union Party (PYD), 
the Syrian arm of the PKK. 

Since then, different 

Kurdish groups have made 
significant gains in northern 
and east-central Iraq; hence 
Barzani’s comments about 
Kurdish independence from 
Iraq. However, the situation 
changes day by day—at the 
time of writing, ISIL fighters 
are practically on the door-
step of Erbil, the capital of 
Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Furthermore, the diver-
sity of Kurdish groups be-
yond Iraq’s borders makes it 
difficult to determine what 
Kurdish independence from 
Iraq would mean for other 
Kurds in the region. Few if 
any Iraqi Kurds are against 
independence, and each 
sees the KRG as the legiti-
mate head of the movement 
in their own country. But 
would an independent Iraqi 
Kurdistan be capable of (or 
interested in) organizing a 
pan-Kurdish movement for 
a larger state? Would it be 
capable of sustaining itself, 
long-term, on the oil reve-
nues that the KRG forecasts? 

These questions might 
have no answer, but one 
thing is for sure: nowhere is 
Kurdish nationalism a bigger 
political issue than in Turkey. 

Kurds are the largest eth-
nic minority in Turkey (be-
tween 10 and 25 per cent, de-
pending on sources). Since 
Turkey’s incorporation as a 
state in 1923 (after four years 
of civil war), Kurds have fig-
ured significantly in the na-
tion’s domestic politics. 

During the Turkification 
of the country in the mid-
1930s, between 50,000 and 
70,000 Alevis and Kurds 
were killed, and thousands 
more were driven into exile. 
In 1960, the Turkish govern-
ment proposed to assimi-
late Kurds through ethnic 
mixing in order to dampen 
separatist movements. These 
movements reached a head 
in the mid-1970s when the 
PKK was formed as a Marxist 
separatist group. The Turk-
ish government set up a “vil-
lage guard system” in 1984 
to combat the PKK, and the 
next 15 years saw intense 

fighting that led to the dis-
placement of over 375,000 
people and the eradication 
of 3,000 Kurdish villages, 
according to Human Rights 
Watch. The fighting has con-
tinued, more or less intense-
ly, until now. 

Presently, the Turkish 
government has been am-
bivalent towards Kurdish 
advances and calls for state-
hood. It has allowed Syrian 
Kurds fleeing ISIL to take up 
asylum within its borders—
some 180,000 people fled 
the city of Kobane into Tur-
key, before and during the 
fighting—and has provided 
$3.5 billion in refugee aid, 

taking the pressure off of 
neighbouring nations (and 
other, wealthier nations in 
Europe) whose capacity to 
care for refugees is already 
stretched past their limits. 

But at the same time, 
the Turkish government has 
prevented Turkish and Syr-
ian Kurds from crossing the 
border from Turkey into 
Syria to join the fight against 
ISIL. To be sure, American 
intervention in Kobane re-
duced international pressure 
on Turkey to intervene, but 
domestic pressure is high. 
A wave of Kurdish protests 
against Turkish non-inter-
vention beginning Oct. 7 left 
34 dead, 360 wounded, and 
has led the Turkish govern-
ment to present a “homeland 
security reform bill” which is 
intended to “give the upper 
hand to the police” at times 
of “widespread violence.”

There is also some ques-
tion as to whether the Turk-
ish government is actively 
supporting ISIL as an attempt 
to weaken, fragment, or de-
stroy Kurdish opposition 
within and outside its bor-
ders. Turkey’s loose border 
policies sustained ISIL with 
material, fighters, and mon-
ey throughout the summer. 
Hundreds of ISIL fighters 
have testified that they found 
their way to Syria via Turkey, 
and that they often retreated 
to Turkey for medical at-
tention and to stock up on 
bootlegged gasoline. Turkish 
documents have been found 
on the bodies of dead ISIS 
fighters and, as stated above, 
the Turkish government has 
actively targeted organized 
Kurds through air strikes. 

Peace talks between the 
PKK and the Turkish govern-
ment are taking place against 
this backdrop. Initiated two 
years ago, the talks have 
stalled as government forces 
bomb PKK fighters in the 
southeast and as both sides 
accuse the other of mistrust. 
One only hopes that future 
developments can stabilize, 
rather than undermine, exist-
ing peace agreements.

The Canadian Federation of Students is your provincial and 
national students’ union uniting more than 300,000 students in 

Ontario and 600,000 students across Canada. 

For more information or to get involved, e-mail 
campaigns@cfsontario.ca

Get 
consenT.

Most sexual assaults are committed by 
friends, sexual partners or acquaintances.
Discuss and respect each person’s needs 
and wants before, during and after all 
sexual activity. 
Help put an end to rape and sexual 
violence. 
Get consent every time, all the time. 

There is also some question as to whether the Turkish government 
is actively supporting ISIS as an attempt to weaken, fragment, 
or destroy Kurdish opposition within and outside its borders. 
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A’tugwewinu “Gabriel” Castilloux

Ah, Hallowe’en: the time of year 
when many people celebrate the 
horrific and the terrifying through 
costume and community. 

It’s all in good fun until someone 
wears a costume that constitutes an 
outright act of cultural violence and 
oppression. 

Take, for example, the “slutty 
Pocahontas” costume worn by 
Carleton‘s current cheerleading 
team captain, which was posted on 
Instagram and later removed.

Let’s talk about why this ill-thought-
out costume choice is a damaging act 
of cultural appropriation. 

From the late eighteenth to the 
late twentieth century, the federal 
government’s heavy-handed attempts 
to assimilate Canada’s Indigenous 
population made it illegal for any 
Indigenous person in Canada to 
partake in their culture or traditions, 
including dressing in regalia and 
performing important religious and 
community ceremonies.

Although settlers can safely 
dress in fake Pocahontas costumes, 
my ancestors would have been 
incarcerated (and, in some instances 
killed) just for wearing their 
traditional clothing. 

Aboriginal people still face 
intense and daily oppression living in 
a settler state. Part of this oppression 
takes the form of inequality: there are 
more Aboriginal children in foster 
care today than there have ever been 
in the history of this country, and 
there are thousands of missing and 
murdered Indigenous women who 

are ignored by a Harper government 
that refuses to hold a public inquiry 
to find or do justice by them. 

Another part of this oppression 
takes the form of latent racism 
masquerading as harmless fun. Every 
Hallowe’en we face people who 
decide it is acceptable to lather on the 
stereotypes — some strips of cloth, a 
bit of war paint, a fake feather or two 
— and call it a costume. At the same 
time, each Hallowe’en seems inevitably 
disgraced by other forms of racism 
including blackface, “yellowface,” and 
other indignities towards people’s 
identities and cultures. 

Not only are you making fun of 
our traditional regalia, you’re also 
saying that our way of dressing is a 
joke, that its fake and a costume, 
something wearable on a night out  
to get drunk. Our traditional clothing 
takes weeks and years to make. For 
this and other reasons, it is sacred 
and deeply meaningful. 

The very act of appropriating 
other groups in this way underscores 
white privilege. It is hard to explain 
to white people who benefit from 
settler-colonization what it’s like on a 
daily basis for those of us who don’t.

Where does it stop? If it is 
acceptable to mock an entire group 
for one night, does it become 
acceptable, later on, to mock the 
group (or other groups) on other 
nights? 

A friend recently remarked to 
me, “I wonder if we’ll have to deal 
with mockeries of our culture every 
Hallowe’en until we die.” I hope this 
isn’t the case. I hope that people will 
realize how oppressive it is to mock 

Indigenous cultures on Hallowe’en 
and stop doing it. 

The act of wearing culturally 
appropriative costumes mirrors our 
society’s perception that non-white 
communities are little more than 
sideshows and spectacles. When a 
society reflects these views, it is no 
wonder that people of colour are 
poorer, less educated, systematically 
marginalized and oppressed. 
By wearing a racist costume, 
individuals are partaking in a culture 
characterised by active violence. 
They are saying Indigenous peoples 
don’t matter enough for our cultures 
to be respected and left alone. In 
these instances, Indigenous cultures 
are appropriated as sexy, exotic and 
cheap; they are devalued through 
mockery. 

If you are thinking of dressing 
as a “Slutty Pocahontas” or  a “Sexy 
Native Princess” this Hallowe’en, 
please consider the disproportionate 
instances of sexual violence faced by 
Indigenous women. Remember that 
you are contributing to the harmful 
stereotyping as well as inappropriate 
sexualization of Native women. 
Hallowe’en is fun - you don’t have 
to be racist to enjoy it. 

Wesley Petite

What do teaching assistants, 
health care workers, emergency 
responders, and Olivia Chow have 
in common? 

They all converged at the 
Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (CUPE) National 
Sector Conference held between 
Oct. 6 and 9 in Toronto. Delegates 
from CUPE locals across Canada 
assembled in a Toronto hotel to 
share stories and develop strategies.

Emphasis was naturally given 
to membership engagement as 
this allows for workers to protect 
themselves and be included in 
union decision-making. Stories 
from first-time picket captains 
and bargaining veterans alike 
highlighted the importance 
of building an energized and 
informed support base. One 
attendee explained the conference 
as “bringing the grassroots together 
to initiate vigorous discussion, 
effective collaboration, and the 
greater goal of cultural change.”

Another attendee said 
union members should “situate 
[themselves] within the cycle 
of [the] bargaining process and 
wait until [they] need support to 
establish supportive connections.”

The bargaining process is an 
explicitly contentious encounter 
between labour and management, 
and requires high levels of support 
from volunteers and the general 
membership. 

Though success stories 
were less frequent than 
stories of employers 
manipulating or 
attacking workers, the 
underlying message of 
the conference was one of 
hope and determination. 
Ways that workers sought 
to move forward with 
this determination varied 
with some identifiable 
lines of distinction.

Opening with a 
welcoming address from 
Chief Bryan Laforme of 
the Mississaugas of the 
New Credit First Nation, 
the conference offered the 
possibility of nurturing 
the critical capacity to 
demand fair treatment 
from hostile federal and 
provincial governments. 
It also identified common 
struggles, provided a 
forum to brainstorm 
solutions based on 
collective political action, 
and fostered conversations 
across sectors, provinces 
and generations.

Attending locals were 
broken into sectoral 
categories, including 
childcare, education, 
emergency services, 
energy, healthcare, library 
services, municipal 
workers, post-secondary, 
provincial government 
and crown corporations, 
social services, airlines, 
and other federally 
regulated workplaces.

Sector-specific groups 
met in breakout rooms 
twice a day. Each met to 
collectively contemplate 
how the conjunction of 
traditional workplace 
dynamics and the 
increasing establishment 

of neo-liberal austerity protocols 
can be overcome by long-term 
planning, in-depth research, and 
membership engagement. Virtually 
every local reported drives by 
employers to instate “net-zero” 
collective agreements as well as 
employer attacks on the security of 
defined benefit pensions.

Locals from the post-secondary 
education sector reported the 
increasing replacement of full-
time positions with term contracts 
and casual employment. 

Partnerships were a major 
theme arising from conversations 
on strategy. President of the 
American Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Employees 
Lee Saunders made a significant 
distinction. “We don’t just want 
to be part of the labour moment,” 
said Saunders, “we  have to respond 
to the fierce urgency of now and 
set our sights on being part of 
the labour movement.” Saunders 
aimed to distinguish between 
short-term strategies and the greater 
goal of movement-building.

Partnerships allow for 
collective action and the unified 
strength that unions are meant to 
exercise. Coalitions formed across 
countries, provinces, sectors, locals, 
and trades allow for the more 
regular exchange of experiences 
and best practices. This also allows 
for impactful collective actions, 
such as the general strikes which 
take place in many countries 
around the world.

An endorsement of party 
politics, specifically the New 
Democratic Party, was a central 
piece in the formal scheduling and 
messaging from CUPE National. 
This tactic is based on seizing 
formal political power through 
elections and what is called 
representative democracy. 

There is reason in this 
approach, but it is one that has 
historically been unreliable. Some 
CUPE members indicate that 
they want to organize outside 
of party politics to make a more 
pronounced impact without 
relying on elites.

Other locals have also been 
negatively impacted by the 
conditions of CUPE National 
by-laws and regulations. A local 
representative spoke out that 
they do not believe that their 
members are able to afford going 
on strike for the required ten days 
to receive support from National, 
nor maintain savings on $300 per 
week in strike pay when support 
does come. 

National President Paul Moist 
responded to the question by 
pointing to the opportunity to 
come to the CUPE National 
Convention to make a motion to 
change these rules. “The rules exist 
for a reason,” said Moist.

Our own campus workforce has 
been impacted by these rules. One 
example is the Residence Assistants 
(RAs) who were successful in 
engaging their fellow workers 
but were initially not supported 
by the union leadership in their 
organizing because they are paid in 
room and board, making collection 
of union dues an issue. 

Though CUPE eventually 
corrected this shortcoming, the 
leading organizers had already 
lost their jobs, and the vote to 
unionize fell only one vote short 
of success directly due to the early 
absence of support.
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hot or not workers cuPed uP For 
sectoral conFerence

What your Hallowe’en costume says about you A review of visions and divisions at 
conference held by Canada’s largest union

Carleton Cheerleader in Offensive Decor  (Instagram)
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I’m a  
       Leveller!

Whodunit?
Match these words of wisdoM to the public figure!

a.) “Do or do not. There is no try.”

b.) “When people harm Americans, we don’t retreat, we don’t forgive. We take 
care of those who are grieving and when that’s finished, they should know, 
we will follow them to the gates of Hell, until they are brought to justice.”

c.) “Needless to say, the president is correct. Whatever it was he said.”

d.) “It isn’t where you come from, it’s where you’re going that counts.”

e.) “The time has come when, for the sake of the whole outraged world, 
Europe should fully know in her own person the terrible absurdity of the 
thing called the Nation.” 

f.) “I’ve abandoned free market principles to save the free market system.” 

g.) “The only way to reduce the number of nuclear weapons is to use them.”

h.) “I think gay marriage is something that should be between a man and a 
woman.” 

i.) “The most violent element in society is ignorance.”

j.) “Male supremacy is fused into the language, so that every sentence both 
heralds and affirms it.”

1.) Donald Rumsfield, US Secretary of Defense 2001 – 2006

2.) Rush Limbaugh, talk show host

3.) Ella Fitzgerald, singer

4.) Yoda, Jedi master

5.) Andrea Dworkin, radical feminist 

6.) George W. Bush, US President 2001 – 2008

7.) Rabindranath Tagore, Bengali poet and philosopher

8.) Joe Biden, US Vice President 2008 – 2016

9.) Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governator of California, 2003 – 2011

10.) Emma Goldman, anarchist

a.) Yoda; b.) Joe Biden; c.) Donald Rumsfield; d.) Ella Fitzgerald; e.) Tagore; f.) Bush; g.) Rush; h.) Schwarzenegger; i.) Goldman; j.) Dworkin
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226 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON, K2P 1X1
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10% off toys and great discounts on workshops!

Work in Community

Book in Community

Come by for a visit!

Connect with an exciting network of like-minded social change-makers in a diverse and 
inclusive space. Perfect for nonprofits, freelancers, entrepreneurs and consultants.

Workspace options ranging from a shared hot desk, permanent desk, or private office.

Everything at 25One Community has been created to offer you and your organization 
a flexible and dynamic environment sure to ignite progressive creativity!

Book your next community event or board meeting in one of our many bright beautiful rooms.

Call 613-566-3448 or email info@25onecommunity.ca for a tour of the space! 
Or just drop by! 251 Bank St. 2nd floor (corner of Cooper St.), Ottawa

temperatures have 
dropped and the time 

has come when farmers and 
gardeners gear up for garlic.

in ottawa, garlic planting 
occurs between late october 
and early november. it 
takes about nine months 
for garlic to reach maturity, 
requiring at least 40 days in 
temperatures below 4.5°C 
in order to form properly. 
the plant begins growing 
as long as temperatures 
remain above freezing. 

Hardneck garlic is easier 
to peel and does better 
in cold weather. it also 
produces tasty scapes, or 
flower stalks, which can 
be harvested early in the 
summer. it is a good idea to 
get seed garlic from within 
your climate region; ask local 
farmers at markets if they 
sell seed garlic. Bulbs should 

be stored in a dry place, in 
temperatures between 10-
15°C, until they are ready 
to be planted. Separate the 
bulbs into cloves no more 
than a week before planting.

Select a site with full 
sun to place your garlic bed, 
and prepare a raised bed 6” 
high. Work a small amount 
of compost into well-drained, 
fertile, loamy soil before 
planting the garlic. 

dig four small trenches 
6” deep, and plan to space 
cloves 5” apart, with 8” 
between rows. Plant garlic 
cloves with the pointy tip 
facing up, then gently cover 
with soil. 

Cover planted garlic beds 
with 4-6” of straw. remove 
some of the straw in may to 
permit quicker plant growth 
and avoid mould. Bulbs 
should be ready to harvest 

75-90 days after the plants 
pop up in may. Keep garlic 
beds weed-free, and make 
sure to remove scapes in 
early July.  

to be eaten fresh, garlic 
should be harvested by this 
point. Harvest the entire 
bed, to be cured for storage, 
around the end of July. Bunch 
garlic in groups of three or 
four and tie them together 
with twine. tie your garlic up 
in a dark, dry, breezy place 
like an open shed or barn.

allow bulbs to dry a bit 
before removing dirt and one 
or two layers of papery skin 
(removing as few layers as 
possible). garlic should be 
fully cured after two or three 
weeks. Set aside the largest 
and best-looking bulbs for 
replanting; remove leaves, 
stems, and roots to enjoy 
over the winter.

Welcome to Parenting from Below, the Leveller’s newest column for parents – new, expecting, 
and “experienced” – and their friends and allies. the column discusses the various trials and 
tribulations of social justice parenting while aiming to create a dialogue among parents and 
their supporters on raising children with a critical perspective and a radical purpose.

our society, dominated by overconsumption 
and hypersexism, not to mention racism, 
homophobia, and a myriad of other forms of 
discrimination and oppression, has not only 
left parents with a life-consuming struggle, 
it has created conditions in which radical 
parenting is a necessity.

this column will look at the why and how of 
parenting from below, of challenging and defying 
parenting norms, of sharing and soliciting ideas 
from radical parents and their allies. it seeks to 
be relevant to not only parents, but their friends 
who are often left wondering how to offer real 
support. it also recognizes the Leveller’s diverse 
readership.

my name is dadical, and my set of worries 
is a particular set of worries. they may not be 
yours and by no means do i posit that they are 
universal. they may even seem trivial, deriving 
from my particular set of circumstances and 
position in society. For the record, i am a white 
dude. thus, my questions and concerns may not 
be the same as yours, which is why i invite you 
to write in response and share your experiences.

i pondered for quite some time what to 
write about as a first submission on radical 
parenting. there are so many topics to cover, 
so many questions, concerns, and ideas.  

an expecting parent experiences anxiety – 
a series of worries and fears surrounding the 
pregnancy, the birth, and the raising of a child.

What can I do to not frig this up?
no amount of reading will ultimately prepare 

an expecting parent for what is to come. i, 
however, took comfort in reading as much 
as i could, hoping that obtaining theoretical 
knowledge would translate into practical skills, 
somehow, someday.

in fact, i read so much about the processes 
of pregnancy and birth that when my little one 
arrived i felt as if i had no idea what to do.

i have often referred to this as “parenting 
on the fly,” because once the little one is born 
there is seldom a moment to read in those first 
few weeks and months.

as we learned the basic steps in how not 
to allow the baby to die, we were slowly able 
to contemplate implementing an alternative,  
radical model of parenting that was in sync with 
our values.

my hope is to discuss in further Leveller 
issues the various political aspects of 
parenting that we have thought about the most 
and are trying to implement and/or resist, 
such as feeding, co-sleeping, (non)diapering, 
punishment, gendering, consumption, and 
dealing with familial/social relations and 
support (or lack thereof) from relatives and 
friends.

to kick off this column, i will share one 
mild anecdotal blunder on our part. the 
sledgehammer of consumerism hits heavy 
and even the most avid anti-capitalist must 
be consistently and diligently dodging. this 
may be most true for expecting and new 
parents, who are largely facing the unknown. 
that was us, and we went and bought a new 
two-piece (usually it’s three) furniture set for 
the baby, including crib and dresser (with 
change table on top). naively, we tried to use 
both the crib and the change table in the 
first few days. these two pieces of furniture, 
along with various items, are doing nothing 
but taking up space and collecting dust as a 
product of the disorderly living arrangement 
that is typical of a new family with no time 
to clean. this consumptive exercise was 
completely unnecessary, especially before 
the baby arrived. the baby has slept with us 
since day two.

that being said, i want to hear from you. as 
a rad expecting parent, how did you approach 
the pregnancy and birth of your child in a 
critical way?

EvErything you nEEd to know for growing garlic

Parenting from Below

BaBy StePS By DaDical

Send in your comments, questions, 
and testimonials to:  
dadical.the.leveller@gmail.com. 

Resource of the Month:  
Feminist / social justice oriented parents  
facebook.com/groups/435927703194450 
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SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Don’t you find all the hub-
bub about cannibalism on 
the Franklin expedition a 
bit speciesist, Scorpio? I’m 
not suggesting that we start 
eating our dead relatives or 
anything, but I’ve met a lot 
of cows with more pleasant 
personalities than a lot of bi-
peds, y’know?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
The new moon is coming 
up Saggi, and I must caution 
against interpreting this as a 
way to launch your CUSA ex-
ecutive mooning campaign. 
These cats throw lawyers at 
free thinking press...imagine 
what they’ll throw at your bare 
ass! If you must moon, moon 
with caution.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) I have the best therapy 
for all your ailments this 
month my friend. All your 
sanity, and wits, they will all 
vanish, I promise: it’s just a 
matter of time. 
goo.gl/UnQxGA

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Make sure not to die around 
Scorpio. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Yankees have their annual 
turkey feast soon Pisces, and 
I have to say, nothing is more 
chilling to me than the ritu-
alistic pardoning of one bird 
by the president. That is some 
sadistic logic: leaving one 
lone survivor to tell the tale of 
conquest.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Horrorific Haikuroscope for 
you my friend!
Election promise:
Trick the poor to treat the rich
Don’t be a zombie…

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Taurus, you spend too much 
of your time obsessing over 
age. Age is but a number. 
Nothing will make you feel 
younger than explaining 
D.O.S. to a teenager, or pay-
phones to a five year old…

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
I nearly forgot to read your 
stars, Gemini, but don’t 
worry, Twitter has given 
me some fine advice for 
you this month by way of 
a second Haikuroscope!
Bat attacks in Loeb!
hashtag Distinctly Carleton
I’m so not joking…

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Hallowe’en is upon us 
again, Cancer. At the end 
of the month you’ll have a 
chance to purge your vam-
piric influences. Though 
they seem all sparkly and 
junk, you just can’t trust a 
creature that doesn’t dig 
garlic. Time to kick that 
blood sucker to the curb!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
So Ontario decided to desig-
nate the children’s hospitals in 
Ottawa and Toronto as desig-
nated Ebola hospitals. Why the 
children’s hospitals Leo?! I just 
had to get that off my chest...
there’s probably some advice 
in there somewhere.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
Well, Carleton just opened 
its concrete automobile den 
that students have been pay-
ing for since forever. At least 
now we’ll have a fortifiable 
structure for the upcoming 
zombie apocalypse (a.k.a. 
Redblacks fans). $$ for stu-
dent cars, not for students: 
#DistinctlyCarleton. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Ever feel like putting OUT 
OF SERVICE signs to the 
test? Stairs? Really? Benches? 
Gimme a break. Next time 
you need a break, hang a 
sign on your neck while flip-
ping your boss the bird.

ex, sexuality, courtship, foreplay and other activities 
relating to sexual behaviour are nothing new. From 
polygamist baboons to masturbating penguins to 
homosexual dolphins (in the blowhole) - the animal 
kingdom did it all first. So let us learn from them, the 
sex experts no one thought to ask. The only difference 
between us and the rest of the animal kingdom is that 
we have distanced ourselves from our instinctual 
nature. The playgrounds of us horny hamsters are 
now so full of complexity, nuance and possibility that 
it can be perplexing to know where to start. Fear not.

This is the first in a series looking at what animals can teach us to help us all 
get a little more “horizontal refreshment”  in our lives. 

Part 1: the evolution of hanky Panky

We are all animals. Flamboyant like a bird of paradise, heaving like a gorilla, 
or simply elegant like a sea turtle, we are all a beautiful embodiment of millions 
of years of evolution. Inside many living creatures is a drive to get busy, but we 
are not the only species that have learned to do it for the titillating pleasure it 
brings; dolphins, rats, primates, cats, pigs, horses, and almost all bird species 
enjoy a good “wrestle in the tall grass.” In fact, mammals have been having 
orgasms for at least 65 million years, which is 320 million years after two ancient 
Scottish fish were the first to have sex. Think about that the next time you or 
someone else experience la petite mort. 

At some point in earth’s history, some creature had the first orgasm the world 
has ever known and I am sure it was nothing to write home about. As sad as the 
beginning must have been, it was the evolutionary incentive that started off an 
explosion of life that you now get to feel every time you tickle your special bits, 
tame your naughty dragon, or do whatever you need to do to do you. Thankfully 
it got better, and with a little bit of handiwork, you or anyone you know can enjoy 
one of the greatest simple pleasures. 

Next time Prof. Amative Mammalian will explore courtship. So get ready to display your good features.

ECOMIC #1Watershed Blues
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tueS OCt 21
COURT: Lynn Gehl vs At-
torney General of Canada 
Unknown and unstated 
paternity in the Indian Act.

FREE STORE: Drop off stuff you 
don’t want anymore and pick-up 
things you do want for free. 647 
King Edward Ave., UOttawa. Every 
Tues, Wed and Thurs til Dec. 3.

PROTEST: Canadian “Charity” for 
Ethnic Cleansing of Palestinians. 
Ottawa Convention Centre. 
5:30pm.

FILM: Paris is Burning. Pride 
Centre, UOttawa 6pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Visi-
tor, My Life in Canada with 
Anthony Stewart. Octopus 
Books Centretown. 7pm.

Wed OCt 22
HEALTH: Rapid Anony-
mous HIV Test with Som-
erset West CHC. 203 UCU, 
UOttawa. 12pm. Every Wed.

TALK: Women and Me-
morialisation in Contem-
porary South Africa. 433 
Paterson Hall, Carleton. 1pm.

MEETING: OPIRG-Ottawa Ac-
tion Groups. FSS 4004, UOttawa. 
6pm.

FILM/PANEL: Threats, Pro-
tection and Peace in Co-
lombia: A screening of 
Marmato and panel dis-
cussion on threatened hu-
man rights defenders. 
Mayfair Theatre. 6pm.

TRIVIA: UOttawa GSAÉD. 
6:30pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly envi-
ronmental choir rehearsals. Bron-
son Centre 222. 7pm. Every Wed.

BOOK CLUB: She of 
the Mountains by Vivek 
Sharaya. Venus Envy. 7:30pm.

TRIVIA: Mike’s Place, Carleton. 
8pm. Every Wed.

tHurS OCt 23
FARMERS MARKET: Main level 
UCU, 9am-4pm.

WORKSHOP: Contracep-
tion, Health, and Your 
Union Benefits: A Workshop 
for CUPE 4600 Members. Uni-
Centre 511A. 12pm.

FILM & BOOK LAUNCH: From 
Hiroshima to Fukushima to 
You, A Primer on Radiation 
and Health with Florian Oelck. 
(Film: Women of Fukushima). 
Octopus Books Centretown, 
251 Bank St, 2nd flr. 7pm.

Fri OCt 24
LAUNCH: Access to Justice. 1848 
Pub, UOttawa. 5pm.

FUNDRAISER: Planned 
Parenthood Ottawa’s Sexy 
Masquerade Ball. Café 
Nostalgica, UOttawa. 8pm.

SAt OCt 25
CRAFT FAIR: T.H.A.T. Parkdale 
United Church. All Day.

FUNDRAISER:  Clas-
sic Vinyl Beats for Heart 
& Stroke Foundation. The 
Record Centre, 1099 Wellington 
St. All Day.

PROTEST: Stop the Attack on 
Syria and Iraq. Human Rights 
Monument. 1pm.

TALK: Glenn Greenwald. The Au-
ditorium, 440 Albert St. 6:30pm.

PARTY: Halloween Drag. Gains-
bourg, 9 rue Aubry, Gatineau. 
8pm.

Sun OCt 26
MASS BLANKET EXER-
CISE: The Blanketed Truth 
Covering Turtle Island. 
Parliament Hill. 12pm.

ROUNDTABLE & DISCUS-
SION: Climate Change Chal-
lenges and Community 
Solutions in the Gatineau 
Hills. Wakefield Community 
Centre. 1:30pm.

FUNDRAISING DINNER: 
National Council of Cana-
dian Muslims. Intercultural 
Dialogue Institute - Ottawa. 335 
Michael Cowpland Dr. 6pm.

MOn OCt 27
FAIR EMPLOYMENT WEEK

READING WEEK

MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY

RADIO: Under Where? CHUO 
89.1 FM. 4pm. Every Monday.

DISCUSSION GROUP: Rainbow 
Bodies, Rainbow Brains. Pride 
Centre, UOttawa. 7pm.

tueS OCt 28
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS RA-
DIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. Ev-
ery 2nd Tues. www.ckcufm.com.

PROTEST: International Day of 
Action for Abortion Rights in Ire-
land. Irish Embassy. 1pm.

DISCUSSION GROUP: 
Beware of Cultural Ap-
propriation. Pride Centre, 
UOttawa. 6pm.

FUNDRAISER / TALK: Jus-
tice for Deepan presents 
An Evening with Barbara 
Jackman: Who is Canadian. Rm 
430 Simard, UOttawa. 7pm.  
Tickets can be purchased on line: 
https://www.picatic.com/whois-
canadian

Wed OCt 29
DISCUSSION GROUP: 
Tough Guize. Bi-weekly. 
Women’s Resource Centre, 
UOttawa. 6pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Ottawa 
Food, A Hungry Capital with 
Don Chow and Jennifer 
Lim. West End Well 969 Welling-
ton Street W. 7pm.

FUNDRAISER: Tarantino Un-
chained. For Jer’s Version. House 
of Targ. 9pm.

tHurS OCt 30
ACTIVIST ASSEMBLY: SFUO 
Campaigns, UOttawa. Thurs-
Friday.

WOMEN’S FORUM: Towards a 
Feminist Future. Library and Ar-
chives Canada. 9am-4pm.

SAFETY BLITZ: SFUO Foot Pa-
trol. 11am-3pm.

OPEN STUDIOS: Enriched 
Bread Artists, 951 Gladstone Ave. 
6pm.

TALK: Angela Davis. Bronson 
Centre. 7pm.

Fri OCt 31
SPOOKY PUNK:  Halloween 
House Show. 216 Main St. 8pm.

MONSTER BALL:  First Nations. 
Glue Pot Pub. 9:30pm.

MONSTER MACK: A Costume 
Party for all kinds of Queers! Café 
Nostalgica. 10:30pm.

SAt nOv 1
BUILDING RELATION-
SHIPS: Towards Reconcilia-
tion Together. Wabano Centre 
for Aboriginal Health, 299 Mon-
treal Rd. 8:30am-3pm.

ANNIVERSARY: Ten Oaks 10th 
Aniversary. Richelieu-Vanier 
Community Centre, 300 Des 
Peres Blancs. 2pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Clearing the 
Plains: Disease, Politics of Star-
vation, and the Loss of Aborigi-
nal Life. Geneva Hall at Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 120 Lisgar 
St. 4pm.

BSLA PARTY: Saints & Sinners. 
Mansion Nightclub. 9pm.

Sun nOv 2
WORKSHOP: It Happens Here 
- Intimate Partner Violence in 
Queer Communities. Pre-Reg-
istration Required. Venus Envy. 
6pm.

MOn nOv 3
WORKSHOP: Asexuality Aware-
ness. GSRC Carleton. 5pm.

tueS nOv 4
WORKSHOP: Gears: derailleur 
installation and adjustment, chain 
/ cog. SFUO Bike Co-op. 6pm.

Wed nOv 5
TALK: CRIP THE LIGHT 
FANTASTIC // Art as lim-
inal emancipatory practice 
in the 21st century - a lecture by 
jes sachse. FASS Rm 4007, UOt-
tawa. 5pm.

BOOK LAUNCH / TALK: Two 
Books: Flawed Freedom, Rethink-
ing Southern African Liberation 
& South Africa, and South Africa: 
The Present as History, from Mrs. 
Ples to Mandela and Marikana. 
Talk features author John S. Saul 
and Irvin Jim from the National 
Union of Metal Workers of 
South Africa. Centretown United 
Church, 507 Bank St. 7pm.

tHurS nOv 6
CARLETON STUDENT ACTION 
FORUM: GSA, 6th flr UniCentre, 
Carleton. 9am-5:30pm.

FARMERS MARKET: Main level 
UCU, 9am-4pm.

FILM & TALK: Miner’s Shot 
Down with Irvin Jim from the 
National Union of Metal Workers 
of South Africa. St. Patrick’s Bldg 
Rm 100, Carleton. 7pm.

BOOK LAUNCH:  Legacy with 
Waubgeshig Rice. Arts Court, 2 
Daly Ave. 8pm.

Fri nOv 7
SYMPOSIUM: The Glob-
al Cry of the People: Min-
ing Extracting and Justice. 
Connecting: Church, Civil So-
ciety, Politicians and Mining. 
Guest Speaker: Theologian Father 
Gustavo Gutiérrez, Founder of 
Liberation Theology. Saint Paul 
University. All Day Fri-Sat.

BOOK LAUNCH: Un-
documented: The Architec-
ture of Migrant Detention 
with Tings Chak. Octopus Books 
Centretown. 7pm.

FORUM: Power of the 
Arts National Forum: Act-
ing Now for Social Change. 
Carleton. 7pm.

SAt nOv 8
BOOK LAUNCH: They 
Called Me Number One 
Secrets and Survival at 
an Indian Residential School 
with Bev Sellars. Raw Sugar Cafe. 
1pm.

Sun nOv 9
TALK: Examining Cis Privilege 
with Jade Pichette. Venus Envy. 
6pm.

tueS nOv 11
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ckcufm.
com.

BOOK LAUNCH: Money Logging: 
On the Trail of the Asian Timber 
Mafia with Lukas Straumann. Oc-
topus Books Centretown. 7pm.

tHurS nOv 13
FUNDRAISER: Cards 
Against Misogyny & Trans-
misogyny. Slutwalk Ottawa. 
Monoplatte, 640 Somerset St. W. 
6:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Resources, Em-
pire and Labour: Crises, Lessons & 
Alternatives. Octopus Books Cen-
tretown. 7pm.

SAt nOv 15
BOOK LAUNCH: Slave to the 
Farm. Octopus Books Glebe. 2pm.

DIALOGUE: Fossil Fuel Divest-
ment and Re-Investment. St. Mat-
thew’s Anglican Church, 217 First 
Ave. 2pm.


