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The Carleton University Stu-
dents’ Association (CUSA) execu-
tive curtailed debate on a motion 
that highlights the organization’s 
over $700,000 deficit from the 
2012-2013 financial statements in 
a Nov. 12 council meeting. 

The motion, aimed at ensur-
ing financial accountability and 
longevity, was ruled out of order. 
On Nov. 12 at 6:36 p.m., less than 
an hour before the CUSA council 
meeting, CUSA President and for-
mer CUSA Vice-President Finance 
Folarin Odunayo called a CUSA 
Inc. meeting for Dec. 3 via e-mail 
to discuss the 2012-2013 financial 
statements. This was cited by Odu-
nayo as the justification for ruling 
the motion out of order. 

The deficit is estimated to be 
$706,773, a significant amount 
considering CUSA’s budget this year 
is approximately $2,274,053. Such 
a deficit is unprecedented in CUSA’s 
history. The deficit has only come 
to light since the Feb. 3, 2014 audit 
was made public in September. 

The motion, entitled “Motion 
to Ensure Financial Accountabil-
ity and Longevity of the Asso-
ciation,” outlines a brief timeline 
regarding CUSA’s financial stand-
ing and the executive’s reporting 
history. It sought to address the 
failure of the executive to report 
the deficit as required by CUSA’s 
corporate bylaws. 

The motion details how over 
the past year the association’s 
legally-mandated reporting proce-
dures were ignored. 

“Out of incompetence or a de-
liberate effort to hide the massive 
deficit, CUSA’s executive, run by 
the “A Better Carleton” slate, mis-

Miriam Katawazi

Ottawa academic Has-
san Diab was extra-
dited on Nov. 14 

after the Supreme Court of 
Canada refused to hear an ap-
peal for his extradition order. 
He is now charged in France 
with first-degree murder and 
attempted murder. His lawyer 
has told media that Diab is 
ready to prove there is no real 
evidence against him.

Diab’s Canadian lawyer 
Donald Bayne told the Ot-
tawa Citizen that he learned 
Diab was on his way to France 
when his office called the jail 
to arrange a visit for Diab’s 
wife and their daughter, who 
turned two on Nov. 15. Bayne 
has told media that Diab is 
ready to prove there is no real 
evidence against him.

In a speech in August, 
Diab, a Canadian citizen, 
said he was teaching at the 
University of Ottawa when 
he first learned of the accu-
sations that would turn his 
life upside down. A French 

journalist who sat in his 
lecture hall told him that 
he was under investigation 
in France because of his al-
leged involvement in a 1980 
bombing of a synagogue in 
Paris. The RCMP arrested 
him in 2008. Diab said that 
he is opposed to all ethni-
cally, racially, and religious-
ly-motivated violence.

The suspicions are based 
on a handwriting analysis of 
five words. This evidence has 
been deemed “problematic” 
and “confusing” by a judge, 
said Diab during his speech. 
Diab’s lawyers had interna-
tionally renowned hand-
writing experts testify that 
the analysis against Diab is 
flawed. Fingerprints from 
the scene do not match Di-
ab’s and a description of the 
suspect said he was a mid-
dle-aged man while Diab 
was 20 at the time. 

In June 2011, Ontario Su-
perior Court Justice Robert 
Maranger, under Canada’s 
extradition laws, commit-
ted Diab for extradition 

to face French authorities 
despite acknowledging the 
case against him was weak. 
Maranger said that he found 
the handwriting evidence 
“illogical, very problematic, 
convoluted, [and] very con-
fusing with conclusions that 
are suspect.”

While in Canada, Diab 
was forced to wear and self-fi-
nance an electronic monitor-
ing device despite the fact that 
the allegations resulted in 
him losing his job as a profes-

sor. The RCMP were allowed 
to search his home at any 
time they deemed reasonable 
and he was not permitted to 
leave the Ottawa-Gatineau 
area. In August, he added that 
he feels constant stress and 
anxiety over the fear of inad-
vertently violating any of his 
bail conditions. 

In a Nov. 13 public state-
ment, Diab described the 
last six years of his life as a 
“Kafkaesque nightmare.” 

He added that it is dev-

astating that the Supreme 
Court allowed his extradition 
for a crime that is based on a 
handwriting analysis report 
that was shown by world-re-
nowned handwriting experts 
to be “wholly unreliable, to-
tally erroneous, and biased.”

“I vow to never give up, 
and I will always remain 
hopeful that I will eventually 
return to my home in Canada 
and be reunited with my wife 
and children,” Diab stated.
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Instead of matching the 
reported $124,138 surplus, 
the audit registered a 
$706,773 deficit. Financial 
statements indicate that 
ABC inherited a $133,349 
surplus from the outgoing 
2011-2012 executive.

Avec 

Les Sans-Culottes

In a Nov. 14 public statement, Diab 
described the last six years of his life as 
a “Kafkaesque nightmare.”

represented the organization’s fi-
nancial standing, both in last year’s 
budget presentation and through 
its failure to present the audit to 
the board last year, as mandated,” 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
(FASS) Councillor Adam Carroll 
explained to the Leveller. “This is 
why I decided to move the motion-
-to facilitate reporting and discus-
sion on the deficit.”

The motion reads, “whereas 
CUSA Inc. bylaws, under section 
18, mandate the presentation of 
the financial audit to its members 
at the annual general meeting. 
Whereas the executive did not 
present the financial audit for the 
2012-2013 year at the CUSA Inc. 
meeting in May, as required.”
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Lev•el•ler
noun

1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office,  
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at: 

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com
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LeveLLeR
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. 
Community-based media needs community-funded support.  
Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution. 

Contact  for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.

operations.the.leveller@gmail.com
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Each year the moment of 
silence, cornerstone of 

each Remembrance Day cer-
emony in our nation’s capi-
tal, is punctuated by the roar 
of fighter jets flying overhead. 
These and other militant 
rumblings are exalted by our 
government as meaningful 
gestures of commemoration 
and respect. 

Yet true symbols of peace, 
healing, and reconciliation -- 
white poppies, anti-war dem-
onstrations, and criticisms of 
one-dimensional readings of 
history -- are condemned by 
the government and its allies. 

Have we forgotten the 
meaning and power of peace? 

While our present fed-
eral government militarizes 
our national consciousness, 
erecting monuments and 
spending millions on com-
memorative celebrations, 
veterans and their families 
continue to struggle for so-
cial services and support. 

This hypocrisy has not 
gone unnoticed by veterans. 
“I know we’re supposed to 
remember the dead,” says 
Michael Blais, president and 
founder of the Canadian Vet-
erans Advocacy group, “but 
damn it, we’re supposed to 
remember the living, too.”

Blais’s advocacy group 
joined a coalition of other vet-
erans’ support organizations 

demanding better support 
for injured and retired sol-
diers and their families. The 
coalition argues that the gov-
ernment is not providing ad-
equate health and retirement 
benefits for injured service 
men and women and wholly 
ignores the mental health of 
those returning from battle-
fields across the world. 

But such ignorance is the 
hallmark of nationalistic fer-
vour. In the wake of the Oct. 
22 shooting in the capital, 
our prime minister labelled 
the alleged shooter, Michael 
Zehaf-Bibeau, a terrorist. In 
the past month it has come 
out that Zehaf-Bibeau suf-

fered from mental illness 
and drug addiction. 

But the damage has been 
done. Prime Minister Harper 
continues to push for in-
creased security and surveil-
lance powers. The evening 
of Oct. 22 he said that the 
shooting “will lead us to 
strengthen our resolve and 
redouble our efforts and 
those of our national security 
agencies to take all necessary 
steps to identify and counter 
threats.” The shooting, how-
ever, clearly points towards 
gaps in social support and re-
covery for people in difficult 
circumstances, not towards 
gaps in security. 

Nevermind all that. Five 
days after the shooting the 
government tabled Bill C-44, 
aimed at expanding the pow-
ers of the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service (CSIS). 

Harper also stated that 
“attacks on our security per-
sonnel and on our institu-
tions of governance are by 
their very nature, attacks on 
our country, on our values, 
on our society, on us Canadi-
ans as a free and democratic 
people who embrace human 
dignity for all.”

The rhetoric in this state-
ment is troubling. The use 
of phrases like “our values” 
and “us Canadians” encour-
ages singular, simplified no-
tions of “us,” and broad, 
amorphous shadows of 
“otherness.” Such blanket 
statements encourage, even 
justify, violent and indis-
criminate response to manu-
factured threats. 

Peace, unity, and com-
munity are devalued when 
barriers are erected between 
human beings. They are 
threatened by a national-
ism that excludes narrowly 
and exalts violence and ven-
geance. They are threatened, 
in short, when we let others 
remember for us, and when 
remembrance becomes a sub-
stitute for active, organized 
movements toward peace.
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Carleton University awarded an honor-
ary degree to wealthy oilman Clayton H. 
Riddell at fall convocation on Nov. 15 .

Riddell was bestowed a Doctor of Laws 
honoris causa “in recognition of his bril-
liant career in business and thoughtful con-
tributions to higher education, as well as to 
good governance in Canada.” 

Granting the honorary degree to Rid-
dell, the CEO of Paramount Resources, was 
the latest move in a controversial and on-
going relationship between Riddell and the 
university. 

In July 2012, revelations about a secret 
donor agreement between the university 
and Riddell made national headlines and 
sparked a wide-ranging public discussion 
about whether privately funded programs 
compromise academic freedom. These dis-

cussions forced the university to renegoti-
ate the terms of the agreement.

However, the Canadian Association of 
University Teachers criticized the changes 
as “cosmetic,” and the Carleton University 
Academic Staff Association wrote in an Aug. 
20, 2012 open letter that the secret deal had 
“done more to damage Carleton University 
than any other issue or challenge we have 
faced in the past decade.” 

The secret deal in question, signed in 
2010, was a $15 million agreement to create 
and give Riddell executive influence over Car-
leton’s Clayton H. Riddell Graduate Program 
in Political Management. Riddell was contro-
versially given the right to appoint a majority 
of the program’s steering committee, which 
distributes scholarships, hires instructors, and 
determines the program’s curriculum.

For the sixth consecutive year, members of 
the Ottawa White Poppy Coalition (OWPC) 
held an alternative Remembrance Day cer-
emony at the National War Memorial. 

The ceremony began at 1:00 p.m., about 
an hour after the official ceremony ended. 
The wreath laying was attended by over 20 
people, as well as several lingering onlook-
ers who attended the official ceremony.

This year’s event had several special foci. 
First was remembering the two Canadian 
soldiers who were killed in Canada last 
month. Second was reminding Canadians 
that civilian casualties account for an esti-
mated 80 per cent of the total in modern 
warfare. Third was to recognize “the ongo-
ing suffering of many war veterans due to 
physical and mental disabilities,” includ-
ing post-traumatic stress disorder, and the 
lack of support they receive. 

Member Heather Menzies spoke for sev-
eral minutes in front of the war memorial, 
noting that she “wear[s] the red poppy for 
those who step forward when war becomes 

necessary, and the white to keep asking 
why: why war should ever be necessary.”

An official statement from the OWPC 
said the ceremony was “an alternative and 
comprehensive means of remembering all 
those who died and are dying, injured or 
displaced by war: soldier and civilian alike. 
The white poppy is a symbol for alterna-
tives to war such as conflict resolution. 
Wearing the white poppy and laying the 
white poppy wreath is a pledge to work to 
end war and the suffering it causes.” 

The OWPC is comprised of several faith 
and peace groups, including the Raging 
Grannies and the Canadian Voice of Women 
for Peace. The white poppy was first intro-
duced by the Co-operative Women’s Guild 
in the United States in 1933, to be worn on 
Nov. 11 after failed efforts to have red poppy 
badges read “no more war” in the centre. It 
is intended as a recognition not only of the 
sacrifices of war but of the necessity for using 
remembrance of war “as a pledge to peace 
that war must not happen again.”

On Nov. 5 and 6, the Carleton Gradu-
ate Students’ Association and the Canadian 
Federation of Students-Ontario hosted Car-
leton University’s inaugural Student Action 
Forum, bringing dozens of students togeth-
er from across the campus to collaborate on 
important student issues. 

A variety of workshops were held on 
various topics, including challenging trans-
phobia and transmisogyny, combating rape 
culture, student rights and direct action. 
Students received training in media and 
communications, alternative budgeting 
and meeting facilitation. 

Native comedian Ryan McMahon, hail-
ing from Winnipeg, Treaty #1 territory, 

opened the forum with a comedy night. 
The event was co-hosted by the Centre for 
Aboriginal Culture and Education and at-
tracted over 150 students and community 
members. His keynote speech examined 
how social media and the arts could be 
used to tell stories and foster social change. 
McMahon also discussed his exciting proj-
ect, titled Indian & Cowboy, which he de-
scribed as “a network of media makers, 
writers, artists, storytellers, musicians, di-
rectors and producers that aim to disrupt, 
engage and empower by reclaiming our 
histories through the intersection of media, 
technology and good old-fashioned Indig-
enous storytelling.”

The Carleton University Students’ As-
sociation (CUSA) is currently seeking legal 
counsel regarding the Canadian Federation 
of Students (CFS) bylaws on defederation. 

The bylaws require a petition, then a ref-
erendum, to defederate from the CFS. On 
Oct. 23, CUSA council voted in favour of 
mandating the executive to petition stu-
dents to defederate from the CFS. 

In a recent Nov. 12 CUSA Council meet-

ing, when asked about the progress of the 
CFS petition, CUSA President Folarin Odu-
nayo told the council that CUSA is consult-
ing their lawyers before they move forward.

The CFS and the CFS-Ontario are the 
largest national and provincial student 
associations in Canada, and in total they 
represent over 600,000 students, includ-
ing Carleton graduate and undergraduate 
students.

Another protest was held 
in Ottawa on Nov. 11 by 
Canadian students, work-
ers and other collectives in 
solidarity with 43 missing 
Mexican students. Protest-
ers voiced their demands for 
justice and their complete 
support for the movement to 
demand justice in Mexico.

New updates are being revealed every 
day. Latest reports are saying that there was 
a huge demonstration in Mexico City on 
Nov. 8, in which protesters lit cars on fire 
and attempted to burn down the presiden-
tial palace.

There will be a vigil on Thursday, Nov. 
20 at 6:00 p.m. at the Human Rights Monu-

ment on the corner of Lisgar and Elgin to 
coincide with calls for a general strike in 
Mexico. Attendees will demand justice 
from Mexican authorities in the disappear-
ance of the 43 students.

The students have been missing since 
Sept. 26 when they were captured by police 
in the city of Iguala de la Independencia, in 
Guerrero state.
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Pursuant to clause 97(3) 
of the Corporations Act of 
Ontario, the audited finan-
cial statements need to be 
approved by the “share-
holders,” or “membership.” 
CUSA’s councillors act as 
the membership during any 
CUSA Inc. general meeting.  

At a recent financial re-
view committee on Nov. 
6, Odunayo admitted that 
these procedures were not 
followed. 

The topic of the budget 
is particularly contentious 
due to financial discrepan-
cies discovered between the 
financial statements and 
CUSA’s official statement 
on the budget. In a presen-
tation delivered at the July 
2013 CUSA council meeting, 
then-Vice President Finance 
Odunayo asserted that 
CUSA registered a $124,138 
surplus for the 2012-2013 
fiscal year and the A Better 
Carleton (ABC) executive 
slate’s first year in office. The 
council adopted the budget 
for the 2013-2014 year at the 
same meeting. 

However, after pressure 
from council members, 
the CUSA executive finally 
made public the 2012-2013 
financial audit in Sept. 2014 
via CUSA’s website. 

Instead of matching the 
reported $124,138 sur-
plus, the audit registered a 
$706,773 deficit. Financial 

statements indicate that 
ABC inherited a $133,349 
surplus from the outgoing 
2011-2012 executive.  

Pursuant to clause 302 
of the Corporations Act of 
Ontario, “A corporation 
shall cause to be kept proper 
books of account and ac-
counting records with re-
spect to all financial and 
other transactions of the 
corporation.” Given that 
the budget misrepresented 
the corporation’s financial 
records, this discrepancy 
amounts to gross financial 
mismanagement at best, 
and a breach of the CUSA 
officers’ fiduciary responsi-
bility in any case.  

According to point 13 of 
the corporation’s bylaws, the 
finance commissioner (at 
that time, VP Finance Odun-
ayo) is primarily responsible 
for fulfilling these duties. 
The president, according to 
point 11, is responsible for 
the “general management 
and supervision of the af-
fairs and operations of the 
Corporation.”

“This is an $800,000 plus 
discrepancy that could deep-
ly threaten the stability of 
CUSA as an organization,” 
said Carroll. “And to make 
matters worse, it appears the 
executive actively tried to 
hide the deficit from council 
and its members.” 

The motion calls for a 
formal presentation of the 
2012-2013 financial audit 
to the CUSA Council, which 

would include a question 
and answer period. The mo-
tion also calls for a presen-
tation of the 2013-2014 fi-
nancial audit, which should 
have been available by the 
end of October if CUSA filed 
its audit in accordance with 
the regular deadlines out-
lined in the Corporations 
Act of Ontario. 

“There was no debate or 
discussion about necessary 
financial procedures and 
transparency - and the mo-
tion was wiped completely 
off the agenda,” claimed 
Carroll. “Students and coun-
cil members were denied the 
opportunity to discuss and 
debate the motion.”

“It was a bittersweet 
meeting. I think calling my 
motion out of order shows 
a lack of transparency, and 
perhaps more worrying, 
a lack of will to honestly 
admit past mistakes,” Car-
roll continued. “However, 
I appreciate that President 
Odunayo has finally called a 
meeting to review the audit 
from two years ago.”

“When I spoke with him 
two days before the coun-
cil meeting, he stubbornly 
refused to call a meeting to 
discuss the 2012-2013 fi-
nancial statements,” Carroll 
told the Leveller. “I’m glad 
the motion has seemingly 
pushed him in the right di-
rection.” 

Odunayo could not be 
reached for comment at the 
time of publication.

I am deeply shocked that the Supreme Court refused to even hear the 
appeal in my case. This is a very sad day for me, my family and supporters, 
and the state of extradition law in Canada. I had hoped for justice from the 
Canadian legal system.

I have been living a Kafkaesque nightmare for over six years, fighting 
false allegations against me, enduring detention, strict bail conditions, the 
loss of my employment, and enormous stress on my family. It is beyond 
devastating that the Supreme Court would allow my extradition for a crime 
that I did not commit and based on a handwriting analysis report that was 
shown by world-renowned handwriting experts to be wholly unreliable, 
totally erroneous, and biased.

It is shocking that this would happen in Canada, despite the numerous 
commissions on wrongful convictions based on faulty forensic evidence 
and the Court’s vow to never let this happen again.

I, my family, friends, and supporters, will continue to fight the false 
allegations that have been imposed on me, a Canadian citizen who is law-
abiding, peaceful, compassionate, and who abhors violence.

I am grateful and heartened by the outpouring of support from thousands 
of individuals and organizations that recognize the injustice that I have 
experienced and the unfairness of Canada’s extradition law. I am also deeply 
thankful to my devoted lawyers who tirelessly worked on my behalf for years.

I vow to never give up, and I will always remain hopeful that I will 
eventually return to my home in Canada and be reunited with my wife and 
children.

Rally outside Mexican embassy in Ottawa, Nov. 11.  Photo: Sam Heaton
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Qasim Kareemi

The Harper government 
has continued to limit refu-
gee access to healthcare de-
spite a federal court order 
demanding it reinstate pre-
2012 levels of Interim Fed-
eral Health Plan (IFHP) cov-
erage for refugees by Nov. 4. 

The deadline was set by a 
July federal court decision to 
strike down the government’s 
recent cutbacks to refugee 
health care, brought forward 
by Canadian Doctors for Ref-
ugee Care (CDRC), the Cana-
dian Association of Refugee 
Lawyers, non-profit Justice for 
Children and Youth, as well 
as refugees Hanif Ayubi and 
Daniel Garcia Rodriguez. 

Presiding Justice Anne 
Mactavish found that the 
cutbacks made to refugee 
healthcare by the Harper gov-
ernment in June 2012 were 
in violation of the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Free-
doms and deemed them “cru-

el and unusual” to refugees. 
In response, Immigration 

Minister Chris Alexander re-
quested a stay on the deci-
sion. If granted, a stay effec-
tively delays the requirement 
to enforce a court decision 
until the appeal process has 
been exhausted.

The federal court denied 
Alexander’s request, meaning 
that, as of Nov. 5, the federal 
government is required to 
return to the more adequate 
coverage offered before the 
2012 cutbacks. 

The government has now 
partially reinstated the pre-
2012 coverage, but Alexan-
der, in a post-question pe-
riod interview on Nov. 4, has 
insisted that they will still 
seek to appeal the decision.

The major cutbacks to refu-
gee healthcare resulted from 
the government’s implemen-
tation of a tiered system and 
changes to the categoriza-
tion of refugee status in 2012. 
Health care was made less 

accessible due to the govern-
ment’s restructuring of Des-
ignated Country of Origin 
(DCO) refugee status based 
on an expansion of what con-
stituted “safe” countries. In 
short, individuals who may 
have been persecuted in their 
home countries could be la-
belled unworthy of care under 
the IFHP based on the im-
migration minister’s ranking 
of the overall stability of the 
country from which they fled. 

As the CDRC has pointed 
out on their website, this sys-
tem essentially ignores indi-
vidualized persecution, ranks 
the status of a refugee, and 
delivers limited health care 
based on that refugee’s status.

The Toronto Star reported 
that Alexander has claimed 
that the 2012 policy saved 
the federal government mil-
lions of dollars, and noted 
that the cost of the reinstate-
ment of the pre-2012 system 
to Canadian taxpayers stands 
at approximately $4 million. 

Kandace Price

Inspired by the youth who 
use Pink Triangle Services 
(PTS) and the alarming rate 
of youth homelessness in 
Canada, PTS employees and 
youth volunteers are work-
ing hard in creative ways to 
address the problems facing 
GLBTTQ youth in Ottawa.

PTS is a queer community 
centre located in the heart of 
Centretown. It celebrated its 
30th anniversary this year. 
The centre’s mandate in-
cludes celebrating a variety 
of sexual orientations and 
gender identities and serving 
vibrant and diverse commu-
nities through support, edu-
cation and advocacy. 

PTS strives to empower 
people while encouraging 
their well-being and prosper-
ity. This is evident with the 
recent launch of their “Let’s 
End GLBTTQ Youth Home-
lessness in Ottawa” cam-
paign, which aims to raise 
$50,000 through crowd-
funding and other initiatives 
to improve food security for 
GLBTTQ youth in Ottawa. 

Kayla Miller is a former cli-
ent-turned-volunteer-turned 
current employee of PTS who 
is dedicated to seeing this im-
portant initiative transpire. 
Miller was first introduced to 

PTS thorough Pink Triangle 
Youth (PTY), a peer-led dis-
cussion and support group 
for Queer youth aged 25 and 
under in Ottawa. It is the lon-
gest running group for and by 
queer youth in Canada. 

Miller explains, “as an 
organization we interact 
with 40-50 youth each week 
through our PTY and CafeQ 
programs. Many of them are 
at risk of becoming homeless 
because of the rejection they 
face from their families and 
are unable to live as their au-
thentic selves for fear of be-
ing kicked out.”

Statistics on youth home-
lessness in Canada are alarm-
ing. According to Dr. Stephen 
Gaetz, a disproportionately 
high number of homeless 
youth identify as Indigenous 
and / or identify as GLBTTQ. 
“More than half of the home-
less youth in Canada have 
been to jail, youth detention 
centre, or prison,” he writes 
in his 2014 report Coming 
of Age. “More than 41-43 per 
cent of youth experiencing 
homelessness were in foster 
care or group homes. A lack 
of affordable housing and low 
incomes have led youth to stay 
home or return home [even 
when home is not the safest 
place] and 25-40 per cent of 
youth identify as LGBTQ.”

NEwS

haRpER GOvERNmENt IllEGally REStRIctS REFuGEE accESS tO hEalthcaRE

ENDING GlbttQ yOuth hOmElESSNESS IN Ottawa

does so despite federal court order

organization aims to provide food security for marginalized youth

The decision to disregard the court ruling and 
continue to restrict refugee access under the 
IFHP suggests that the federal government 
is effectively breaking the rule of law.

Refugee health care protest on Parliament Hill, June 17 Photo: Adrienne Vicente

The CDRC, however, has 
argued that the federal gov-
ernment’s reduced IFHP re-
sults in cheaply preventable 
health problems which may 
become more costly at a later 
time. In some cases this oc-
curs when a refugee’s health 
deteriorates to a point where 
an ongoing lack of treatment 
could result in severe sick-
ness or death, forcing health 
care workers to respond. In 
other cases this occurs when a 
refugee is granted citizenship 
and treatment becomes more 
costly due to prior neglect. 
This especially affects refugee 
claimants who came to Can-

ada before claiming refugee 
status, as they were primar-
ily cared for under the IFHP 
prior to the 2012 cuts.

The decision to disregard 
the court ruling and continue 
to restrict refugee access un-
der the IFHP suggests that the 
federal government is effec-
tively breaking the rule of law. 
As a majority government, the 
Harper government can in-

troduce reform legislation in 
order to circumvent the court 
ruling. At the time of writing, 
however, no such legislation 
is on the table. This means 
that the Harper government 
has forgone the legislative 
process and their account-
ability to the courts in order 
to maintain an effectively il-
legal policy that continues to 
marginalize refugees.

PTS’s $50,000 goal would 
cover expenses for the first six 
months of its Food Security 
Program. This money will 
pay for the youth employees 
and leasing a kitchen space 
and storage space for food. 
With these resources, PTS 
will develop a food security 
and catering service where 
youth prepare and deliver 
hot meals for low-income 
members of the GLBTTQ 
community, with specific 
priority placed on the needs 
of queer seniors. 

 When asked why PTS has 
chosen to focus on seniors 
and people with disabilities 
as recipients for the meal de-
livery, Miller emphasized the 
importance of keeping the 
program as intersectional and 
intergenerational as possible.

“If we’re employing youth 
to prepare and deliver meals 
we want to make sure we’re 
explicitly targeting people 
who often experience iso-
lation, limited options for 
transportation and are on 
fixed incomes.” Miller said 
the program would not only 
aim to provide an affordable 
option for healthy meals but 
opportunities to make con-
nections and bonds with 
people one would not have 
the opportunity to interact 
with otherwise.

In the long-term, Miller 
explains that the hope is to 
give youth an opportunity to 
increase their autonomy and 
independence, develop their 
skills and offer training in not 
only cooking but other areas 
of interest, career or educa-
tional goals. The program is 
designed as a stepping-stone 
for the youth being employed 
in the program to achieve their 
greater aspirations. “We will 
do this by giving them pur-
poseful work at a living wage 
and connecting them with 
resources to make sure they 
are adequately housed,” said 
Miller. “When you are able to 
have your basic needs met it is 
a lot easier to focus on what 
you want in the future.”

The organization is also 
looking to expand the project, 
and thus connect with other 
youth and senior-oriented 
organizations. Once funding 
has been secured, a youth ad-
visory board and a volunteer 
assessment team will then be 
tasked with maintaining con-
nections with program clients 
to evaluate the program and 
its work.
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NEwS

ExpERImENtal FaRm chOppED up FOR NEw SupER hOSpItal

Eleanor Riley

Ottawa-West Nepean MP John 
Baird announced Nov. 3 that six 
percent of the Central Experimental 
Farm is being transferred to the Na-
tional Capital Commission (NCC) 
for the construction of a new super 
hospital.

This section will be held in trust 
until it can be leased out at $1 per 
year for 99 years to The Ottawa 
Hospital. 

Announcement of the transfer 
came as a surprise to community 
groups in the area. The Friends of 
the Farm, a volunteer group that 

promotes The Central Experimen-
tal Farm, were not consulted on the 
land transfer, and they feel the farm 
is being surrounded by increasing 
intensification of existing develop-
ment. 

The group wants to be involved 
in the planning process going for-
ward and want a thorough conver-
sation about the implications of 
this development. Friends of the 
Farm President Chris Jones said on 
CBC Ottawa Morning that it was 
“particularly concerning that a na-
tional historic site will be divided 
up without any debate.”

This is not a simple change of 

address for the Civic Campus. It is a 
complete transformation of its mis-
sion. When The Ottawa Hospital 
CEO Dr. Jack Kitts spoke to the Ot-
tawa Citizen on Nov. 3 he stated the 
new “super hospital” will specialize 
in tertiary and quaternary care -- 
complex transplants, surgeries and 
experimental treatments. 

That doesn’t mean the new lo-
cation will be bigger, or even the 
same size as the current campus. 
Kitts went on to state in the same 
interview that the new site will 
be a small-scale research hospital 
aimed at attracting “super star” 
nurses, doctors and researchers 

This is not a simple 
change of address for the 
Civic Campus; it is a 
complete transformation 
of its mission.

from around the world. The prima-
ry and secondary care the hospital 
now provides, like day clinics and 
the vital emergency services, would 
be offloaded onto the community 
once the new location is built.  

At present there is no plan to 
expand the Queensway Carleton or 
the Montfort Hospitals, though Dr. 
Kitts assumes these expansions will 
take place, saying that  “if things 
were to work out the way I’d envi-
sion it, the new campus may be a 
bit smaller, because there’d be more 
expansion at the Queensway and 
the Montfort and the other com-
munity hospitals and in the com-
munity.”

It is unclear how the loss of 
the Civic Campus as it exists now 
would impact patients in Ottawa, 

but according to Canadian Institute 
for Health Information the Mont-
fort Hospital already has one of 
the highest average ER wait-times 
in Canada at 5.9 hours. Offloading 
more patients on already overload-
ed emergency rooms may increase 
already lengthy wait times.

This early in the planning pro-
cess it is hard to see how the new 
campus benefits the community. 
Ottawans stand to lose both access 
to a primary and secondary care fa-
cility that provides vital services and 
a section of a heritage site all with-
out due consultation. The new hos-
pital may attract superstar nurses 
and doctors, but that will be scant 
consolation to the people waiting 
longer in the emergency rooms of 
hospitals across the city.

 Photo: Eleanor Riley
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La plus grande mobilisation sociale 
depuis le « printemps érable »
Plusieurs dizaines de milliers de manifestant-e-s défilent dans les rues de Montréal

Arnaud Theurillat-Cloutier

Cet article est paru sur ricochet.
ca le 3 novembre 2014

Des dizaines de milliers 
de personnes, plusieurs 
soigneusement costumées, 
ont répondu à l’appel de 
la Coalition Main Rouge 
pour contester les mesures 
d’austérité du gouverne-
ment Couillard. Plus de 
80 000 étudiants étaient 
en grève pour l’occasion. 
Il s’agit de la plus grande 
mobilisation sociale depuis 
deux ans, en cette journée 
d’Halloween ensoleillée qui 
n’était pas sans rappeler un 
certain printemps. 

Un écho dU printemps ?

« Crions, plus fort, pour 
que personne ne nous ig-
nore ! » ont commencé par 
scander spontanément les 
manifestants rue McGill, 
devant les bureaux du Pre-
mier ministre, reprenant 
un slogan qui avait fait la 
recette des manifestations 
de soir du printemps 2012. 
Selon la Coalition oppo-
sée à la tarification et à la 
privatisation des services 
publics, plus de 50 000 
personnes ont pris part à 
la manifestation, profitant 
notamment d’une quaran-
taine d’autobus venant de 
plusieurs régions du Qué-
bec. Pour l’occasion, plus 
de 82 000 étudiants étaient 
en grève, selon l’Association 
pour une solidarité syndi-
cale étudiante (ASSÉ), soit 
20 000 de plus que prévu.

De l’avis de Camille 
Godbout, porte-parole du 
syndicat étudiant, il s’agit du 
plus gros débrayage depuis 
le printemps étudiant de 
2012, en plus d’être une des 
plus grandes manifestations 
depuis celle du 20 septem-
bre dernier contre la loi 3.« 

On sent une réelle mobili-
sation dans les associations 
étudiantes à l’échelle du 
Québec, ce n’est pas seule-
ment les membres de l’ASSÉ 
qui sont en grève. »

En effet, les associa-
tions étudiantes du Collège 
de Rosemont et d’Ahuntsic 
étaient également en « levée 
de cours » pour participer à 
la manifestation, même si 
elles ne sont pas membres de 
l’ASSÉ mais plutôt de la Fé-
dération étudiante collégiale 
du Québec (FECQ).

« On trouve ça quand 
même dommage 
que la FECQ n’ait 
pas encouragé 
p u b l i q u e m e n t 
à participer à la 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n , 
même si les exé-
cutants nous ont 
aidé ce matin pour 
la levée de cours. 
Mais la FECQ 
n’avait pas encore 
pris de position 
contre les mesures 
d’austérité, alors 
je comprends », 
a expliqué Nico-
las Johnston, 
v i c e - p r é s i d e n t 
de l’Association 
générale étudi-
ante du Collège 
d’Ahuntsic, ren-
contré au cours du 
trajet.

des mesUres 
contre les femmes

À plusieurs 
reprises dans les discours 
des organisations partici-
pantes, la question fémin-
iste se trouvait au cœur des 
préoccupations. Ce souci 
politique transparait entre 
autres dans les pratiques de 
la Coalition. Cinq des sept 
discours de la manifestation 
ont été prononcé par des 
femmes, sans compter que 

les deux porte-paroles de la 
Coalition sont des femmes.

Janelle Leblanc, porte-
parole de L’R des centres 
de femmes, un regroupe-
ment de centres qui aident 
les femmes dans le besoin, 
explique que les politiques 
d’austérité touchent di-
rectement les femmes et « 
favorise l’augmentation du 
travail invisible ».

« On voit de plus en plus 
de femmes chez nous, de 
plus en plus de détresse, de 
faim. Les femmes ont beau-
coup de difficultés à payer le 

loyer, l’épicerie et l’électricité 
», nous a-t-elle témoigné en 
entrevue avant son discours.

Mais pourquoi les 
femmes seraient-elles par-
ticulièrement affectées 
? Mme Leblanc prend le 
temps de s’expliquer. « Les 
coupures affecteront plus 
les femmes, parce qu’elles 
sont plus pauvres que les 

hommes. Elles occupent 
70 % des emplois à temps 
partiel et plus de 60 % des 
emplois au salaire mini-
mum. Elles sont aussi plus 
présentes dans les services 
de santé et les services so-
ciaux qui subissent actuel-
lement des coupures. Elles 
vivent plus longtemps que 
les hommes et sont sou-
vent sans sécurité finan-
cière à leur retraite, parce 
qu’elles ont occupé des 
emplois moins rémunérés 
que les hommes et souvent 
sans avantages sociaux. »

l’argent dU « 1% »

La manifestation a pris 
fin devant le Club sélect 
357c, évoqué à de nom-
breuses reprises lors de 
la Commission Charbon-
neau, car fréquenté par des 
élus soupçonnés de cor-
ruption avec le monde des 
affaires. Ce lieu symbol-

ique a permis à la Coali-
tion de rappeler ses reven-
dications visant une plus 
grande participation fis-
cale des plus nantis. « Ce 
ne sont pas les plus dému-
nis qui dorment dans des 
îles paradisiaques, mais 
plutôt l’argent des riches 
qui dort dans les paradis 
fiscaux, » a lancé à la foule 
Roxanne Blanchette, du 
Mouvement d’éducation 
populaire et d’action com-
munautaire du Québec 
(MEPACQ).

En entrevue en cours de 
parcours, Na-
dine Lambert, 
infirmière et 
vice-présidente 
de la Fédération 
de la santé et des 
services sociaux 
( F S S S - C S N ) 
soutient que des 
solutions exis-
tent à la crise 
fiscale :« Il y en 
a de l’argent au 
Québec, il faut 
aller la chercher 
là où elle est, 
dans les poches 
du 1 %. »

Manon Mas-
sé, nouvelle élue 
de Québec soli-
daire rencon-
trée en queue 
de manifesta-
tion, suggère 
une analyse de 
la fermeture du 
gouvernement 
libéral aux re-
v e n d i c a t i o n s 

visant une meilleure redis-
tribution de la richesse : « 
L’idéologie en arrière, c’est 
le capitalisme néolibéral 
dans lequel on est. Quand 
tu refuses de taxer les insti-
tutions financières qui font 
des milliards – 30 milliards 
l’année dernière, c’est clair 
que c’est un choix qui est 
fait pour le 1 %. »

rare solidarité

La manifestation a attiré 
de nombreux membres des 
syndicats impliqués dans 
la Coalition pour la Libre 
négociation qui lutte con-
tre le projet de réforme des 
retraites. L’Association des 
pompiers de Montréal a 
répondu présent en envoy-
ant un contingent d’une 
centaine de personnes. 
Pour son président, Ron-
ald Martin, toutes les op-
positions populaires au 
gouvernement Couillard 
vont dans le même sens 
: « Aujourd’hui, c’est une 
coalition plus large, ça va 
dans le sens de nos reven-
dications contre la loi 3. 
C’est une manifestation 
contre l’austérité, contre la 
tarification. Nous on ad-
hère à ce message-là. »

Malgré la non-divul-
gation du trajet, la police 
n’a jamais émis d’avis de 
dispersion et s’est montrée 
relativement discrète. Des 
milliers de la manifestation 
ont même poursuivi leur 
marche bien au-delà du 
point d’arrivée prévu par les 
organisateurs. Le 30 octobre 
dernier, Yves Francoeur au-
rait déclaré sur les ondes de 
Radio 9 qu’il est « difficile 
de dire aux gens de respect-
er les règlements et les lois 
en vigueur quand le gou-
vernement lui-même ne les 
respecte pas », en référence 
au projet de loi 3 contre les 
régimes de retraite.

Pour Mme Godbout, 
il s’agit d’une déclaration 
plutôt « inusitée ». « Ça dé-
montre que les mesures 
d’austérité touche tout le 
monde et qu’il y un réel 
écoeurement contre le gou-
vernement. »

Prochain rendez-vous de 
la lutte contre l’austérité, le 29 
novembre prochain dans les 
rues de Montréal et Québec.

 Photo: Jérémie Dubé-Lavigne

 Photo: Jérémie Dubé-Lavigne

« Aujourd’hui, c’est une coalition plus large, 
ça va dans le sens de nos revendications 
contre la loi 3. C’est une manifestation 
contre l’austérité, contre la tarification. 
Nous on adhère à ce message-là. »
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La crise rend malade, l’austérité tue

les Sans-culottes étaient les 
révolutionnaires radicaux pendant 
la révolution française (vers 1789). 
leur nom émanait des pantalons 
qu’ils portaient au lieu de la 
culotte courte et des bas, portés 
par les nobles et les bourgeois.

Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en 
français pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.

Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com, et aidez-nous à diversifier notre 
contenu!

Si vous avez de l’expérience dans la révision de 
textes en français, contactez-nous!

LE LeveLLeR éTEND SES BRANCHES!

Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois

Cet article est paru sur rico-
chet.ca le 12 novembre 2014 

La semaine dernière, la 
liste des mesures d’austérité 
s’est encore allongée : le gou-
vernement Couillard ordon-
ne aux directions régionales 
de santé publique de couper 
un poste sur trois d’ici avril. 
Les budgets seraient ampu-
tés de 30% et les activités 
de prévention seraient les 
plus touchées. Nouveau 
dérapage des libéraux ou 
conséquence logique des 
politiques d’austérité?

D’aucuns considéreront 
que ces coupures démon-
trent une fois de plus « 
l’exagération » du gouver-
nement libéral. En sabrant 
dans un service aussi impor-
tant que la prévention en 
santé publique, irait-il trop 
loin? Cela dépend de quel 
point de vue on se place. En 
effet, loin d’être une excep-
tion québécoise, ce genre 
de mesure est typique des 
plans d’austérité. Les con-
séquences de ces décisions 
sont documentées, et elles 
font frémir.

Dans un ouvrage-choc 
récemment traduit en 
français, deux spécialistes 
américains font un portrait 
saisissant des impacts des 
politiques d’austérité sur 
la santé publique : au nom 
de l’équilibre budgétaire, 
les mesures d’austérité sè-
ment la mort au sein des 
populations. En s’appuyant 
sur des décennies de statis-
tiques internationales, le 
sociologue David Stuckler 
et l’épidémiologiste Sanjay 
Basu défendent une thèse 
provocatrice : « l’austérité 
tue ». Partout où les plans 
d’austérité s’en prennent aux 
aides sociales et aux mesures 
de prévention, le résultat 
est le même : les augmen-
tations des maladies infec-
tieuses, de la toxicomanie, 
de la violence et des sui-
cides (pour ne nommer que 
ces quelques facteurs) font 
chuter l’espérance de vie. Il 
y a fort à parier que les cou-

pures libérales en préven-
tion viendront confirmer 
cette affirmation.

Le contre-argument clas-
sique va comme suit : « 
Ce n’est pas l’austérité qui 
cause de tels troubles sani-
taires, c’est le ralentissement 
économique lui-même!». 
Les faits contredisent cepen-
dant cette affirmation popu-
laire auprès des économistes 
libéraux. À cet égard, la dé-
monstration de Stuckler et 
Basu est convaincante. Si la 
récession a des effets clairs 
sur la santé publique, c’est 
surtout l’absence de filet so-
cial qui provoque les crises 
sanitaires. Le meilleur ex-
emple est sans doute la com-
paraison qu’ils établissent 
entre l’Islande et la Grèce. 
Les deux pays ont tout deux 
fait face à des difficultés 
économiques importantes, 
mais connu des destins 
radicalement différents en 
matière de santé publique.

En Grèce, laboratoire 
européen de l’austérité, la 
situation sanitaire a dégé-
néré rapidement suite aux 
coupures radicales en santé 
et en services sociaux im-
posées par le FMI. En 2011 
seulement, les nouveaux cas 
d’infection au VIH ont aug-
menté de 200%. Entre 2007 
et 2009, le taux de suicide a 
bondi de 20%. Entre 2008 et 
2011, le taux de mortalité in-
fantile a augmenté de 40%. 
Sans compter la pléthore 
de chiffres démontrant une 
croissance importante de la 
toxicomanie, de la prostitu-
tion et de l’itinérance.

Le destin de l’Islande, 
pourtant plongé au cœur 
de la pire crise bancaire et 
économique de son histoire, 
a été fort différent. Lorsque 
le pays a demandé de l’aide 
au FMI en 2008, celui-ci a 
répondu en exigeant des 
coupes importantes dans les 
dépenses publiques, notam-
ment une réduction de 30% 
du financement de la santé. 
Suite à une consultation 
populaire, le pays a refusé ce 
plan d’austérité et emprunté 
la voie opposée. Le gouver-
nement a mis sur pied un 

vaste plan de relance, com-
prenant notamment une 
augmentation de 20% des 
dépenses en santé. Les résul-
tats ont été beaucoup plus 
heureux qu’en Grèce. Pen-
dant les pires années de la 
crise, le taux de mortalité a 
continué de diminuer pro-
gressivement. Le nombre 
de suicides est resté stable. 
Contrairement à la plupart 
des pays européens ayant 
subi l’austérité, le nombre 
de crises cardiaques n’a pas 
significativement évolué. 
Bref, un portrait inversé par 
rapport à la Grèce.

Les deux chercheurs ex-
aminent plusieurs autres 
cas, notamment la Grande 
Dépression de 1929, la tran-
sition au capitalisme dans 
les pays de l’ex-URSS et la 
crise économique asiatique 
des années 1990. Les con-
textes varient et la gravité 
des difficultés économiques 
aussi, mais un portrait clair 
se dégage : partout où les ré-
seaux de santé publics sont 
mis à mal, partout où les 
mécanismes d’aide sociale 
sont pris à parti, la situa-
tion sanitaire se détériore 
de manière importante. À 
l’inverse, les pays qui – mal-
gré des temps difficiles – 
font le choix de maintenir 
(voire de renforcer) leurs 
services sociaux et de santé 
publique réussissent à at-
ténuer, voire à prévenir, les 
effets sanitaires négatifs du 
ralentissement économique.

Évidemment, l’austérité 
québécoise n’est pas 
l’austérité grecque. Il n’y 
a aucune raison de croire 
que la situation sanitaire 
du Québec puisse se détéri-
orer autant. Les leçons des 
deux chercheurs américains 
ne sont pas dépourvues 
d’intérêt pour autant. Bien 
au contraire, elles confir-
ment scientifiquement une 
conviction du sens com-
mun : dans les moments de 
troubles économiques et so-
ciaux, alors que l’angoisse et 
la précarité sont à leur com-
ble, le filet social et les aides 
publiques sont plus néces-
saires que jamais. Les mo-

ments de crise devraient être 
l’occasion de les renforcer, 
pas de les mettre à mal.

Stuckler et Basu vont 
même plus loin : loin de 
représenter un fardeau ou 
un frein à la prospérité na-
tionale, le renforcement des 
services sociaux contribue 
de manière significative à la 
relance de l’économie! Au-
trement dit, la solidarité so-
ciale permet non seulement 
d’éviter que la récession se 
transforme en hécatombe, 
elle contribue également à 
sortir l’économie du ma-
rasme. Selon nos deux cher-
cheurs, chaque dollar investi 
en santé publique génère 
le triple en termes de crois-
sance économique. Le gou-
vernement Couillard peut-il 
se vanter d’un tel retour sur 
l’investissement en ce qui 
concerne les 450 millions 
investis dans la cimenterie 
de Port-Daniel? Qu’on nous 
permette d’en douter.

Nous voilà presque 
revenus à mon propos 
de la semaine dernière: 
l’équilibre des comptes 
publics, ainsi que la pros-
périté de manière générale, 
sont des moyens d’atteindre 
certains objectifs sociaux et 
non des fins en soi. Plus en-
core, la mesure de la pros-
périté d’une collectivité 
ne peut être uniquement 
économique. L’efficacité des 
politiques économiques 
doit être évaluée à l’aulne 
d’une multiplicité de 
facteurs sociaux. Que vaut 
l’atteinte du déficit zéro si 
elle s’accompagne d’une 
détérioration de notre san-
té? Les choix économiques 
sont des choix politiques, 
voire vitaux. Les chiffres 
sont clairs, au-delà de toute 
ambiguïté interprétative : 
le prix de l’austérité se paie 
aussi en vies humaines.

Le débat actuel met donc 
à rude épreuve la sincérité 
du serment d’Hypocrate de 
certains médecins. Entre leur 
formation médicale et leurs 
convictions néolibérales, les 
docteurs Barrette et Couil-
lard ont manifestement fait 
leur choix.?

Les pays qui – malgré des temps difficiles – font le choix de 
maintenir (voire de renforcer) leurs services sociaux et de 
santé publique réussissent à atténuer, voire à prévenir, les 
effets sanitaires négatifs du ralentissement économique.
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Canada
Promoting Canada’s military 

history has been a focus of 
the Harper government since 
it came to power in 2006. The 
First World War’s centennial is 
merely one part of a series of 
commemorative programs which 
began with the $28 million 
commemoration of the War of 
1812’s bicentennial two years 
ago and includes planned 
celebrations of the centennial 
of the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
and the 150th anniversary of 
Canadian Confederation, both 
in 2017. 

The eight year project, named 
“Operation Distinction,” was, 
according to documents released 
by Access to Information 
requests completed in March, 
mandated and overseen by the 
Prime Minister himself. It will 
run until 2020, ending with the 
commemoration of a battle in 
the Boer War. 

The same documents revealed 
that, although Operation 
Distinction does not have a 
budgeted cap, most of the money 
for the project will come from 
the Department of National 
Defence’s operational budget. 
In fact, the brunt of the cost 
will be borne by Veterans 
Affairs Canada (VAC). 

The VAC budgets for 2013-
14 and 2014-15 reveal that 
while overall funding is set 
to drop, and will continue to 
drop into 2015-16, most (small) 
funding increases contribute 
to the execution of Operation 
Distinction. 

Existing programs for 
health and disability care 
for returning veterans will 
take a hit. Disability and 
death compensation will fall 
four per cent. Funding for 
the VAC’s health care and re-
establishment program will 
fall 4.2 per cent. This amounts 
to almost $140 million in cuts. 

Spending for the Canada 
Remembers program, however — a 

branch of VAC whose mandate is 
to “keep alive the achievements 
and sacrifices made by those who 
served Canada in times of war, 
armed conflict and peace and 
to promote an understanding 
of the significance of these 
efforts in Canadian life as we 
know it today,” and which will 
almost certainly foot the bill 
for Operation Distinction — is 
up nearly $10 million, or over 
20 per cent. 

These are just the latest in 
a long line of budget cuts for 
VAC. Cuts dating back to 2006 
and extending into the future 
are projected to save the 
government nearly $260 million 
by 2016. 

Some of these cuts actually 
affect how and whether veterans 
see any pension or disability 
money at all. In 2006, the Harper 
government enforced Liberal 
legislation under the heading 
of the New Veterans Charter 
(NVC). Under this charter 
veterans are awarded a lump-
sum payment for non-economic 
(read: permanent physical, 
mental, or emotional) losses. 
The maximum payout under the 
NVC is $350,000. (Before 2006, 
disabled soldiers were eligible 
for a tax-free pension for life 
of roughly $31,000.)

This summer, it was revealed 
that nearly half of Canada’s 
most severely wounded veterans 
were seeing no money from this 
agreement at all and that 92 per 
cent of Canada’s most severely 
wounded veterans receive the 
lowest grade of allowance 
support. 

In the wake of these hotwater 
accusations, VAC’s advertising 
budget rose by  $4 million this 
year. Part of this money was 
used to sustain an advertising 
campaign during the NHL 
playoffs in May to counteract 
public criticism of the new 
charter. 

Yet public criticism continued 
and organized opposition 

The CosTs of 
CommemoraTion
Memory and Politics in the age of austerity

Nov. 11, our Remembrance Day, marks the signing of the 
armistice which ended the First World War 96 years 
ago. Because 2014 marks the 100th anniversary of the 
war’s outbreak, present-day governments of the war’s 
supposedly victorious Entente powers — the only nations 
which formally celebrate the end of the war — are 
celebrating this anniversary with monumental pomp and 
ceremony. In most of these countries the celebrations 
will continue over the next four years. Some have created 
national commissions for this very purpose.

As each nation’s experience of the war was different, 
so are their acts of collective memory. These acts are 
united not only by their common origin but their fiscal 
and social cost. Millions in public funds are being spent on 
commemorating the war at a time when austerity budgets 
are cutting essential services including, ironically, state 
services for the welfare of war veterans. 

This feature looks at planned and existing commemoration 
of the First World War in Canada and other nations in 
this light.

France
Along with Belgium, French territory 

saw most of the fighting on the war’s 
Western front. A total of 1.7 million French 
soldiers and civilians died in the First World 
War, more than any other Entente power. 

The totality of these losses have led the 
French government to focus on recovering 
the stories of their war dead. It has set up 
70 different stations for citizens to drop 
family records, photographs, diaries, and 
anything else which might help put a face on 
known or unknown casualties. 

President Francois Hollande’s 
government also commissioned an 
€8 million “ring of remembrance” to 
commemorate over 800,000 German, 
British, French, and other soldiers who 
died in the Pas-de-Calais region of northern 
France throughout the war.

Germany 
The German government has 

come under fire from inside and 
outside its borders for its lack of open 
commemoration. Some still blame 
Germany for the start of the war (as the 
Entente powers did in the infamous War 
Guilt Clause of the Treaty of Versailles 95 
years ago). This hangover of perceived 
guilt and the cumulative effects of 
both world wars on German historical 
consciousness is perhaps responsible 
for subdued national remembrance of 
the events. Thus Germany, unlike the 
so-called victorious nations, does not 
formally celebrate the war’s end on Nov. 
11. Still, Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
government committed €4.7 million to 
commemorate the war earlier this year.

BelGium 

Belgian territory saw untold 
carnage on the Western front, and 
most of it was occupied by Germans 
for the duration of the war. The 
city of Flanders has earmarked 
€55 million for commemorative 
projects; the national government is 
spending even more on an extended 
run of exhibitions, lectures, and 
historical research on Belgian 
involvement in the war. 

BY Adam Kostrich
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This summer, it was revealed 
that nearly half of Canada’s 
most severely wounded veterans 
were seeing no money from this 
agreement at all and that 92 per 
cent of Canada’s most severely 
wounded veterans receive the 
lowest grade of allowance 
support. 

In the wake of these hotwater 
accusations, VAC’s advertising 
budget rose by  $4 million this 
year. Part of this money was 
used to sustain an advertising 
campaign during the NHL 
playoffs in May to counteract 
public criticism of the new 
charter. 

Yet public criticism continued 
and organized opposition 

has sprung up. Earlier this 
year, several veterans groups 
announced a co-ordinated 
campaign to remove the Harper 
government from office in next 
year’s election. In response, the 
Harper government capitulated 
and announced on Oct. 1 that 
it would revamp the way in 
which disability and pension 
payments are handed out. 

Regardless of the 
government’s promises, these 
numbers and stories ought to 
raise the question: What is 
our government really doing 
to support veterans? The Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier is in 
a place of perpetual honour, 
a stone’s throw away from 
Parliament and a rhetorical 
phrase away from eternity. 
Our known soldiers, on the 
other hand, are shoved aside, 
physically and financially 
crippled by their service. 

Other Issues
While we’re considering 

whether or not the Harper 
government could better spend 
public money on memory of war 
and those who participated 
in wars, we should also 
consider who is included and 
excluded from these forums of 
commemoration and what this 
means for our sense of national 
identity and self. 

This just goes to highlight 
how the war, specifically the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge, is often 
popularly (and uncritically) 
seen as a watershed in Canadian 
independence. Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper recently stated 
that “Canada as an independent 
nation was forged in the fires 
of the First World War,” but 
this ignores not only the fact 
that Anglo-Canadians in 1914-
18 would have viewed such a 
bold declaration as downright 
treasonous to the British Empire, 
but that it is a laughably one-
dimensional interpretation of 
the significance of the war for 
Canada. 

Wars, let alone national 
identities, mean very different 
things to different people 
involved. For many Canadians 
— be they Francophones, 
Indigenous, working-class 
immigrants, the list goes on — 
continued involvement in the 
war rose tensions to the point 
where our conscription crisis 
of 1917-18 nearly tore the 
nation apart. 

This happens on the local 
as well as the national level. 
During last week’s Remembrance 
Day ceremony in Toronto, 
Indigenous veteran Davyn 
Calfchild and two other men 
carrying First Nations flags 
were arrested at Toronto’s city 
hall for protesting the lack of 
Indigenous representation in 
the ceremony. One Indigenous 
veteran’s affairs group 
estimates that 12,000 Indigenous 
people participated in the 
Canadian forces during the two 
World Wars and the Korean War. 

As Canadian historian Robert 
J. Talbot writes, “rather 
than having been “forged in 
fire,” Canada’s constitutional 
evolution was a gradual, 
decades-long and (relatively) 
peaceful process. It was 
driven more by the political 
necessities of compromise and 
accommodation than by any 
desire to thump our chests 
on the international stage.” 
Perhaps more importantly (and 
concerning), “the imagery [that 
Harper’s statement] conjure[s] 
up — of swords instead of 
ploughshares — suggests a 
readiness for future violence 
in asserting the nation’s 
worth.” 

Dutch historian Eeclo Runia 
writes that commemoration 
is self-exploration. For 
generations which experienced 
the trauma of the First World 
War, commemoration purges the 
experience; for generations 
such as ours, generations 
which have had no existential 
trauma to face, we commemorate 

out of “a desire for reality,” 
regarding survivors of trauma 
much like the men who walked 
on the moon; as those “who have 
stared at the face of ‘truths’ 
which normal life keeps hidden 
from us.” 

To this end, Runia writes, 
“The more we commemorate what 
we did, the more we transform 
ourselves into people who did 
not do it.” But we continue to 
“do it” — we support through our 
silence the killing of innocents, 
the occupation of unceded 
lands, and the perpetuation and 
the deepening of those socio-
economic conditions which lead 
to tension and violent strife. 
If in commemorating the past 
we isolate it by rendering 
its significance historical 
and national, rather than 
acknowledging that it lives 
today and effects each of us 
as members of the same human 
species, then our commemoration 
— paid for as it is by lifting 
money from essential social 
services and at a time when 
we participate in organized 
violence, albeit indirectly — is 
somewhat empty. 

There must be a better 
way to remember. One which 
revolves around a humane, 
rather than historical, 
treatment of veterans. One 
which pledges to realize rather 
than idolize Peace. One which 
works anxiously, fervently, 
collectively and tirelessly for 
disarmament and divestment 
from the war industries that 
bring great wars about and 
keep them raging for us, but 
far away from us. 

What follows is an account 
of how other supposedly 
victorious nations have spent 
public money on commemorating 
the war along nationalist 
lines. The hundreds of millions 
of dollars listed here is not 
exhaustive, but it should paint 
a picture, and hopefully stir 
our imaginations, of better 
ways to remember.

united KinGdom 

The United Kingdom 
has earmarked £50 million 
to fund national centenary 
commemorations, focusing on 
major events in British experience of 
the war (including the opening of the 
Battle of the Somme and the 1918 
armistice). Most famous of these was 
the unveiling of a moat of 800,000 
ceramic poppies around London’s 
Peace Tower this month. 

An additional £5 million was 
allocated for the redevelopment of the 
Imperial War Museum, and a further 
£5.3 million will fund battlefield 
tourism by English students.

australia
In 2012, the Australian government set 

aside $83.5 million for a seven-year program 
commemorating Australian involvement in the First 
World War. The money has been used to refurbish 
art galleries, soldiers’ graves, and war memorials, 
and is being used to support a number of multimedia 
initiatives to emphasize Australia’s military history, 
including (according to a 2012 government report) 
“the setting up of an Arts and Culture Fund to 
support individuals, artists, and cultural institutions 
to develop commemorative displays and artistic 
creations to showcase Australian military history.” 
The money is also being used to prepare and fund a 
travelling showcase of Australian First World War 
memorabilia and prepare and fund a restaging of 
the launch of Australian ships for Gallipoli, the Vimy 
Ridge equivalent of Australian involvement in WWI.

new Zealand 
New Zealand’s national 

government has set aside 
more than $22 million for 
commemorative projects. 
Between $7-10 million 
has been set aside for local 
commemorations, and the 
rest has been earmarked 
for “one or more large-
scale projects of national 
significance.”
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maGazINE

tRaNS Day OF REmEmbRaNcE
Am i a Woman Yet?
DJ Freedman

Every Nov. 20 for a decade I have worked 
with members of the Ottawa community to 
mark the annual slaughter of trans women, 
mostly trans women of colour in Turkey, It-
aly, Spain, Brazil, and the United States. In 
addition to profound despair at the deaths, 
it just seems unsustainable for white trans 
women to mark the deaths of trans women 
of color.

But does this mean there is no purpose 
for a Trans Day of Remembrance (TDOR)?

It is the only time of year when we get 
together to organize and reach out as a 
community. It is not a favorite because little 
stops the slaughter. All women endure vio-
lence on a continuum. It is, however, very 
difficult to explore the same continuum of 
(trans) misogynist violence against (trans) 
women.

What if someone forced (trans) wom-
en out of feminist collectives they helped 
create? Rather than abjection (a technical 
word, but more precise than exclusion), 
what if feminist collectives were originally 
created with us very much included and 
participating? And what if such possibili-
ties became the inspiration for the univer-
sal inclusion and participation of (trans) 
women?

My spirit and practice as a queer social 
worker is mandating me NOT to accept 
what seems as the only necessary or, even 
possible, order of things. These institutions 
have been distorted.

Cristin Williams interviewed Sandy 
Stone, a trans woman invited to join a re-
cording collective called Olivia Records in 
1974 as their engineer. Five years after the 
Stonewall Riots, this was the era of the first, 
very definitely Gay Prides that were quite 
open. Julian Weiss, an academic, has point-
ed out that the twentieth century was far 
from being a community utopia for LGBT 
people. On the contrary, it was segregated, 
gay and lesbian on one side and bi and 
trans people on the other. She also points 
out how trans feminine spectrum people 
have been abjected during the century.

Olivia Records was one of the first femi-
nist recording collectives, whose purpose 
was to spread the know-how to make and 
record music among women. “They mostly 
wanted to know if our politics agreed and 
whether or not I could work with a lesbian 
separatist collective. They badly needed en-
gineering skills,” said Stone. She was open 
to them; in fact, they knew of her before 
they met.

“The collective was very clear that they 
considered me to be a woman,” Stone said. 
“We spent a long time – about a year, may-
be more – in which we got to know each 
other and by the time that I actually joined 
the collective, we felt that we knew all that 
we needed to know about how we were go-
ing to get along together.” 

The collective began receiving mail that 
seemed, at first, something of a caricature. 
“We’d get a letter and the letter would at-
tack one of our albums because of the way 
that it was engineered and mixed,” Stone 
remembers. “There were very clear ideas 
of what constituted a ‘male’ mix and a ‘fe-
male’ mix, which nobody had ever heard 
of before. What it came down to was that 
‘male’ mixes had drums, which was linked 
back to ‘throbbing male energy.’”

And then came the “death threats. They 
would let me know about the death threats 
after a while. The death threats were di-
rected at me, but there were violent conse-
quences proposed for the Collective if they 
didn’t get rid of me.”

Finally, it became unbearable. “We had 
organized this tour and we had gotten a 
letter telling us that when we got to Seat-
tle that there was a separatist paramilitary 
group called the Gorgons. The Gorgons 
was a group of women who wore camo 
gear, shaved their heads and carried live 
weapons. We were told that when we got to 
town, they were going to kill me.”

“From this TDOR forward, I mark the difference between 

extermination (because that is what abjection intends) and 

solidarity, including the spirit. I also mark the differences 

between anatomy and intention and between hate and love.”

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO 
SUPPORTED MY MUNICIPAL CAMPAIGN 
IN CAPITAL WARD. LETS ~OCCUPY THE 
PRESENT~ AND CONTINUE TO BUILD 

OUR BELOVED COMMUNITY.
- ESPOIR <3 MANIRAMBONA

 Stone was finally forced, by the defini-
tion of political terrorism, to separate her-
self from the feminist collective of women 
with whom she had shared the intent of 
life and work. This trauma lives invisibly, 
gnawingly, and acidly in our present day 
society.

From this TDOR forward, I mark the 
difference between extermination (because 
that is what abjection intends) and solidar-
ity, including the spirit. I also mark the dif-
ferences between anatomy and intention 
and between hate and love.

I wonder at the demographics of femi-
nist institutions in Ottawa that seem rou-
tinely to include trans masculine spectrum 
people but not trans feminine spectrum 
people over the same decade. And the ra-
tionalizing of such abjection (making it 
seem ‘normal’) is dependent upon the nat-
uralizing and essentialist rhetoric centered 
on upbringing and anatomy.

I wonder why anatomy remains destiny. 
Even as Simone de Beauvoir has said, “One 
is not born, but becomes a woman.” Why 
do some feminist institutions still vener-
ate the historic violent abjection of (trans) 
women?

I wonder how different Ottawa might 
have been over this last decade and how 
it might be in the future if this vicious 
history was confronted, challenged, and 
transformed. I wonder, too, what changes 
would emerge from an inclusive and mili-
tant feminism.
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Francella Fiallos

There was a moment during 
the Oct. 22 shootings at the 
National War Memorial and 
Parliament Hill where the streets 
were completely vacant.

Normally, downtown on a 
Wednesday afternoon is packed with 
commuters, bureaucrats, shoppers, 
tourists, and street vendors. 

But the shooting, which led to 
the death of reservist Cpl. Nathan 
Cirillo and the suspect Michael 
Zehaf-Bibeau, prompted officials to 
lockdown the heart of the capital. 

The incident even gained 
international attention. American 
media giants CNN and MSNBC 
picked up on the story, speculating 
whether the shooter had affiliations 
with the well-known extremist 
group the Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL). 

We now know that he acted 
alone and was not in connection to 
ISIL or any other terrorist network. 

As time passed many Ottawans 
capitulated to post-shock hysteria 
and deeply racist sentiments 
popped up all over the country.

Mosques were vandalized and 
imams were required to issue 
statements denouncing the attacks 
lest they be suspected of vindicating 
the shooter and his intentions. 

There was some light in the 
darkness. In Cold Lake, Alta., where 
a mosque had been defaced by racist 
and xenophobic graffiti, members 
of the community banded together 
to erase the hateful messages 
and replace them with those of 
solidarity. 

However, the fact that the 
first instinct of homegrown or 
naturalized citizens who had lived 
in Canada for most of their lives 
-- as was the case of Zehaf-Bibeau 

-- was to further marginalize the 
Muslim community is appalling. 
And yet, the marginalization 
and discrimination of racialized 
people is so deeply rooted in 
the nationalistic rhetoric which 
flourished in the days following the 
shooting, that the vandalism and its 
motivations simply get ignored after 
its 15 minutes in the spotlight. 

Undoubtedly, the death of Cirillo 
was tragic. He was only 24. He had a 
young son back in Hamilton. 

This sudden, terminal violence, 
however, is something that is a 
daily reality for many marginalized 
communities around the world, 
including here in Canada. It is 
a reality that many Indigenous 
women have to encounter -- or 
suspect encountering -- every 
single day: there have been more 
than 1,000 cases of missing and 
murdered Indigenous women over 
the past 30 years. 

Cirillo was given a proper 
funeral back in Hamilton, with 
all party leaders in attendance. 
He was honoured. He was called 
“Canada’s soldier.”

These women, who are young 
and old, who are mothers, 
daughters, and sisters, are just a 
statistic in the eyes of many leaders. 
They are not given a proper burial. 
They are not referred to as heroes. 

They are ignored and then 
forgotten.  

When an Indigenous woman 
is brutally murdered in the streets 
of Winnipeg, the downtown 
area doesn’t go into lockdown. 
People continue to carry on as 
if nothing happened, and if we 
and our institutions continue to 
remain silent, instead turning our 
attention to state-approved tokens 
of belonging, it is almost as if 
nothing had.

silviu Riley

The First United Church’s 
annual gathering to commemorate 
the National Day of Remembrance 
and Action on Violence Against 
Women on Dec. 6 will be especially 
meaningful this year as it will fall 
on the 25th anniversary of the 
École Polytechnique Massacre.  

“This event in some form or 
another has been in place since 
the 1989 massacre of 14 women 
at the École Polytechnique in 
Montreal. That tragedy affected 
people across Canada and around 
the world. There was profound 
shock, and the event drew 
attention to the daily experience 
of violence that many women and 
girls face in their homes and on 
the streets,” said Marika Morris, 
an Adjunct Research Professor at 
the School of Canadian Studies 
at Carleton University and event 
volunteer.

The gathering will also 
acknowledge the women and 
girls who died in the National 

Capital Region in the past year, 
including many murdered and 
missing First Nations, Inuit, and 
Métis women.

Donations will be accepted 
for Oshki Kizis Lodge, a local 
shelter for Indigenous women 
and children fleeing abuse. 
There will be drumming by the 
Minwaashin drummers and Peace 
Flame drummers. Students from 
Nunavut Sivuniksavut will also 
perform Inuit throat-singing.

“The song at the end is usually 
one that restores our energy, that 
confirms that we are not alone 
- we are a community of people 
dedicated to positive change, 
giving us the inspiration to go 
forward to help others, change 
structures and institutions that 
allow violence to continue, and to 
prevent violence each in our own 
ways.” said Morris.

The First United Church is 
located at 347 Richmond Road, 
near Churchill Avenue. The 
gathering is scheduled to start at 
7:30pm, and end at 9pm. 

cOmmENt

REFlEctIONS ON thE  
Ottawa ShOOtING

cOmmEmORatING vIctImS 
OF GENDER vIOlENcE

Should dignity be earned, or assumed?
Gathering to Commemorate 25th Anniversary 
of École Polytechnique Massacre

This sudden, 
terminal violence, 
however, is 
something that is 
a daily reality for 
many marginalized 
communities around 
the world, including 
here in Canada. 
It is a reality that 
many Indigenous 
women have to 
encounter -- or 
suspect encountering 
-- every single day.
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I’m a  
       Leveller!

Whodunit?
Match these words of wisdoM to the public figure!

a.) ”Let’s just listen to hours of punk rock and move on!” 

b.) “We also have no history of colonialism, so we have all of the things that 
many people admire about the great powers but none of the things that 
threaten or bother them.” 

c.) “I feel like a mirror reflecting back everyone’s perception of me.” 

d.) “It is beyond devastating that the Supreme Court would allow my 
extradition for a crime that I did not commit and based on a handwriting 
analysis report that was shown by world-renowned handwriting experts 
to be wholly unreliable, totally erroneous, and biased.” 

e.) “Evil is relatively rare. Ignorance is epidemic, the cure for that is journalism 
and expression. Technology’s democratized who is going to be bearing 
witness.”

f.) “Well hi there...”

g.) “I have to be a rebel just to be myself.” 

h.) “I got a bullet for the next hipster in a headdress” 

i.) “What this country needs is more unemployed politicians” 

j.) “I made a big mistake and I offended many people and I am very sorry 
about this.”

1. Dr. Matt Taylor, comet lander

2. Inez Jasper, musician

3. Jian Ghomeshi, former host of Q

4. Angela Davis, academic/activist

5. Hassan Diab, academic

6. Francella Fiallos, Leveller

7. Prime Minister Stephen Harper, jerk

8. Nataanii Means, musician

9. Jon Stewart, host of The Daily Show

10.  

a.) Francella; b.) Harper; c.) M.I.A.; d.) Diab; e.) Stewart; f.) Jian; g.) Jasper; h.) Means; i.) Davis; j.) Taylor

6
3 7 1

10

4

2

8

9

5

Join Jessica Yee and Alexa 
Lesperance of the Native Youth 
Sexual Health Network for an 
important workshop discussion 
on indigenous identities and 
sexual violence.

Lunch will be provided, and 
support workers will be present.

Jessica Yee

Alexa Lesperance

Discussing Intersections 
with Indigenous 
Identities with the 
Native Youth Sexual 
Health Network

Preventing Sexual 
Violence on Campus:

November 24, 2014 
11am-1pm

GSA Lounge 600 UC

GET
SCIENCE
R!GHT
November 27 6:30–8pm
To be followed by a reception
Salon Ontario \ Salon Les Saisons
The Westin Ottawa, 11 Colonel By Drive
Moderator: 
Mike De Souza \\ Journalist

Panelists include:
Ted Hsu \\ Liberal MP
Kennedy Stewart \\ New Democrat MP
Béla Joós \\ Physics \\ uOttawa
Christina Muehlberger \\ Sociology & Political Economy \\ Carleton

TOWN HALL MEETING

Presented by the Canadian Associat on of University Teachers
GetScienceRight.ca

M.I.A., musician
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Work in Community

Come by for a visit!

Connect with an exciting network of like-minded social change-makers in a diverse and 
inclusive space. Perfect for nonprofits, freelancers, entrepreneurs and consultants.

Book your next community event or board meeting in one of our many bright beautiful rooms.

Call 613-566-3448 or email info@25onecommunity.ca for a tour of the space! 
Or just drop by! 251 Bank St. 2nd floor (corner of Cooper St.), Ottawa

Snow is falling, the 
trees are bare, and 
what remains in the 

ground is frost burnt and 
wilted. growers in Canada 
take this time to plan what 
they are going to do next 
season. this article will 
get you primed for next 
season by directing you to 
resources and opportunities 
for farmers, gardeners, and 
newbies alike.

Perhaps you’ve never 
had soil lodged under your 
fingernails but are desperate 
to learn how to grow your 
own food, because – you 
know – zombie apocalypse. 
You need to either get 
gardening in your backyard, 
or get a plot at a community 
garden. Fortunately, Just 
Food -- ottawa’s food 
sovereignty organization – 
has it covered. Just Food’s 
Community garden network 
has been working with the 
City of ottawa to promote and 
grow community gardens 
throughout the city. For $5, 
they organize workshops 
for new gardeners in the 
spring. Canadian organic 
growers give farm tours 
and are always looking for 
volunteers. Cog’s growing 
Up organic program is a 
great source for workshops 
and events that teach young 
people how to garden.

For those who are more 
experienced with gardening 
and want to up their game 
there are a number of 
community groups and 
organizations from which 
to learn advanced skills. 
Stop by Seedy Saturday 
at the ron Kolbus Centre 
every year in march. there 
are workshops on specialty 
topics (seed saving, 
permaculture, biodynamic, 
etc.) and community 
groups present and looking 
for new members. 

Consider getting involved 
with Sustainable living 
ottawa West, Sustainable 
living ottawa east, transition 
ottawa, USC Canada, 
or Hidden Harvest. the 
Community garden network 
and Just Food Farm hold a 
lot of different workshops on 
more advanced subjects as 
well. also consider checking 
out the volunteer section of 
FoodWorks.ca. volunteering 
is by far the best way to learn 
better gardening techniques.

if you have become 
a garden pro, can’t think 
about anything else, and 
are tolerant of being dirt-
poor (pun intended) and 
overworked, then it looks 
like you are ready to be a 
farmer! Contrary to popular 
opinion, you do not need 
to go to ag-school or a 
horticulture program to get 
into the industry. the best 
way to learn is to simply farm 
with successful farmers. it 
is best to approach farming 
small, slow, and with an 
exit strategy. i recommend 
browsing FoodWork.ca, and 
goodWork.ca for successful 
examples on existing farms. 

a lot of organic operations 
will pay, feed, and shelter 
you to work on their farm. if 
you don’t mind working for 
free, check out World Wide 
opportunities on organic 
Farms. 

once you are ready to 
start your own operation, 
look for a farm incubator 
program. Just Food has a 
test-cropper program that 
rents land, equipment, and 
provides workshops to 
beginner farmers for three 
years. if you are looking 
for a more arms-length 
experience with farming, 
Community Supported 
agriculture (CSa) farms 
provide opportunities for 
members to work whenever 
they like. organizations 
like the ottawa Food Bank 
and operation Come Home 
have farm programs they 
always need volunteers 
with. no farmer will ever 
turn away free labour if all 
you are looking for is some 
experience. it goes without 
saying that there is no better 
way to learn farming than by 
getting your hands dirty with 
the right set of guides.

Welcome to Parenting from Below, the 
Leveller’s column for parents and their 
friends and allies. the column discusses 
the various trials and tribulations of social 
justice parenting while aiming to create 
a dialogue amongst parents and their 
supporters on raising children with a 
critical perspective and a radical purpose.

our society is dominated by 
overconsumption, hypersexism, racism, 
homophobia, and a myriad of other 
forms of discrimination and oppression. 
these conditions leave parents in a life-
consuming struggle. in short, radical 
parenting has become a necessity. this 
column will look at the why and how of 
parenting from below, of challenging and 
defying parenting norms, and of sharing 
and soliciting ideas from radical parents 
and their allies.

last issue, Parenting from Below took 
baby steps with its very first column. at this 
point i have not determined a logical pattern 
concerning the content of this and future 
columns, but would like to take this opportunity 
to touch on the topic of support, as it is often 
on my mind.

more often than not, new parents are either 
abandoned by their communities or impose 
isolation upon themselves (depending on who 
you ask). So, as friends and allies engaged in 
various struggles for social justice, how can we 
support our comrades who have babies? How 
can new parents support each other? What 
does meaningful support look like? Perhaps 
most importantly, how do we sustain ourselves 
and each other over the short and long terms?

the pregnancy, birth, and first days, weeks, 
and months of parenting are a grueling, 
stressful, exhausting, and astoundingly 
beautiful time. But aside from a couple of 
excellent books – see the resource of the 
month – there is no existing guide on how to 
offer (or for that matter ask) for support. it is 
easy for new parents to become consumed by 
their new responsibilities and disappear from 
their activist and social circles.

Friends and allies can first offer support by 
offering to do chores for new and expecting 
parents.  For example, our friends cooked extra 
portions at every meal and supplied us with 
frozen, nutritious food for the first few weeks of 
our newborn’s life. this was extremely helpful, 
since we, as many other new parents, did not 
have time to cook or do basic housework. 
offering to cook and do laundry or other 
housework is a great step in a supportive 
direction.

as far as parents helping parents, basic 
support can come in the form of knowledge 
and resource-sharing, such as books, clothes, 
and other second-hand items not in immediate 

use. i for one have a crummy record of reaching 
out to fellow new-parent-activists in town and 
would love to hear other parents’ perspectives 
on how new parents can keep in touch and 
support each other.

Feeling abandoned? Personally, i have 
been thinking more lately about the concept 
of self-reflexivity and trying to move from the 
mental position of expecting help and support 
to contemplating, “if i am not receiving the 
support i expect, perhaps those close to me 
are not in a state to offer support.” So what 
can i do to reach out and offer support to 
those in my community? Yes, i am busy and at 
times overwhelmed, but even reaching out and 
attempting the little things can help to build 
mutual aid and reciprocal support.

if we support each other in the short-term 
we help build a foundation for sustainable 
relationships and community building in the 
long-term. We can build inclusive movements 
which include parents and children. in sum, 
let’s support each other. after all, we are raising 
the revolution.

Resources for Beginners, 
Gardeners, & Farmers

Parenting from Below

Strengthening 
SuPPort networkS By DaDical

send in your comments, 
questions, and testimonials to:  
dadical.the.leveller@gmail.com. 

REsoURCE oF ThE MoNTh:  

Don’t Leave Your Friends Behind: 
Concrete Ways to Support 
Families in Social Justice 
Movements and Communities. 
Edited by victoria law and China 
Martens. PM Press, 2012

So You Want to 
Be a GRoWeR? 

A four part comic by Zig Zag, originally published in Broken Pencil magazine.
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hOROScOpES
xl Petite

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
I foresee a bearded man, 
shrouded in orange, guilting 
you into signing his petitions 
so he can ask you for mon-
ey. You will be bombarded 
by minions on his behalf. 
It’ll start with “Sign the old 
man’s bday card” and then 
become, “Hey, thought you’d 
be interested in this” to “Our 
creepy online surveillance 
system tells us you aren’t pro-
gressing on the path to sign-
ing our petitions” to “How 
could it be that you haven’t 
signed on” to “SIGN YOUR 
NAME.” Tell the NDP that 
passive-aggressive threats 
about the imaginary signifi-
cance of their petitions is no 
way to win an election. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
With the snow beginning to 
crystallize in the ‘hood, you’re 
going to have to worry about 
more than keeping your body 
warm. You’re going to have 
to keep your blood cool as 
people make more and more 
jokes about ‘global warming 
not being so bad in Canada 
eh? yuk yuk yuk.’ Remember, 
you’d have to take your glove 
off to make the punch count, 
and all in all, it’s probably 
easier and warmer to just ig-
nore it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Here’s a logical economic 
situation. The price of oil is 
falling as a result of an over-
supply, yet the Republican 
realignment of Congress 
earmarks approving the Key-
stone XL Pipeline as a top 
priority for them. This excites 
Harper and his gang as they 
will finally get their wish to 
unleash Canadian bitumen 
to the south. It’s seen as a ‘job 
creator’ because our economy 
is hurting...due to the de-
creased price of a barrel of oil. 
So our economic solution is 
to build a pipeline so that we 
can get more unneeded dino-
juice into a flooded market 
and further decrease the price 
of oil, which in turn artificial-
ly inflates demand for oil, de-
stroying the environment and 
weakening economic diver-
sity all at the same time. And 
they say, ‘Four More Years!’

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Aquarius, I bequeath to you 
this month’s Haikuroscope!
What does consent mean?
Fifty shades of Ghomeshi?
Get real consent, bro. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Behold Pisces! The truth of 
mainstream media revealed, 
for your viewing pleasure: 
goo.gl/rej8CF

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Life is like a giant hunk of 
frozen material hurtling 
towards the sun with a bil-
lion dollar solar powered 
dishwasher hiding in a sun-
starved cavern. I mean that 
literally. One of the theories 
about how life started on 
earth is that organic material 
might have come from com-
ets. Hopefully old Phillae 
can Phill-ae us in about the 
ancient solar system!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Taurus, I have long since 
hated acronyms and mi-
sogyny. Therefore FHRITP 
shall henceforth be known 
as Fight Howling Ridiculous 
Idiots Trumpeting Patriarchy.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
Gemini, I hold you per-
sonally responsible for the 
coming of the snow last 
week. And by extension, I 
trust that all of the Leveller 
readership does so as well. 
Inevitably some people 
will be happy to see the 
cold weather. Those peo-
ple are wrong.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) I 
once pledged to fight an ado-
lescent black bear, provided I 
was supplied with two bottles 
of red wine. It is with this 
sense of courageousness that I 
scour the stars in search of the 
most scathingly honest horo-
scopes to serve my people, 
Cancer. So once in a while, if 
I miss your horoscope, give a 
guy a break! I fought a bear 
for you, in theory!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Second haikuroscope!  
SAQ tax we oppose
Cry wine-starved 
Quebec buses  
LCBO-ho!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
Virgo, if you watch nothing 
else this year, watch this: 
goo.gl/AwLkFa 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Tunnels that double as over-
used bomb shelters, but not on 
purpose. #DistinctlyCarleton

226 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON, K2P 1X1
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10% off toys and great discounts on workshops!

rom shit-throwing hippos to tidy bowerbirds to dancing seahorses, 
members of the animal kingdom are always busy trying to get 
busy. Now that we know that non-human animal business isn’t 
always for the betterment of the best genes, we can feel good about 
anthropomorphizing their antics for our own amusement. Funny 
as our fellow creatures seem, humans are equally ridiculous in 
courtship. I’m sure you’ve questioned yourself from time to time.

This is the second in a series looking at what animals can teach us to help us 
all make some “meaningful connections” in our lives.  
Part 2 • Courtship: Make-up, gifts & danCing

Evolution has led many a creature to 
some very odd behaviour, and courtship 
is some of the oddest. In courtship we 
often present our best qualities in order to 
be objectified, scrutinized and evaluated 
based on a set of arbitrary, subjective 
criteria of which we have no knowledge. 

Like a frog at a dog show, you 
may stand no chance. Still, don’t be 
discouraged: there’s a plethora of 
different ways to get another being to 
notice you for simple conversation, 
sexual activities and/or something 
more long-term.

Most species have it easier than 
we do, since they rely on one specific 
attribute or behaviour to impress. 
From dancing to gifts to just looking 
good there are many great examples 
we can learn from. (Just don’t take 
any advice from the hippo, which 
projects a mixture of urine and feces 
at potential suitors, or the porcupine, 
which cautiously urinates at a potential 
mate from a safe distance.)

While much of the animal kingdom 
obliges one sex to be the courter, there 
are many that are rather more modern 
in their approach. Both male and female 
Greater Flamingos go through a process 
of tinting their feathers and then both 
parade around in a bizarre group march 

in order to impress each other. 
Some aren’t so picky. Bonobos don’t 

discriminate based on age or gender 
identity and often have expansive, 
socially enriching orgies. Regardless 
of social function or status, bonobos 
often go from picking insects out of 
hair to a rumble and a tumble with ease 
every one or two hours. 

Some courtships are long affairs, 
like a great date night that lasts hours 
but ends in nervous sweats at the door. 
Seahorses go through almost eight hours 
of a watery dance before they make any 
commitments, holding tails all the while.

Yet my favourite in all this is the 
Gentoo Penguin. It’s never easy finding 
the right gift for someone you fancy. 
This penguin scours pebble beaches in 
Antarctica in search of the smoothest 
stone they can find, and presents the 
prize to the one they’ve got their eye on.

The best we can learn from the 
animal kingdom when it comes to 
courtship is that if you feel your 
particular approach isn’t working, 
you’re never out of options to choose 
from. Will you be a colourful flamingo, 
a shy seahorse, a laissez faire bonobo 
or a really good gift giver? The great 
thing about people is you’re always a 
sexy beast to someone.

Next time Prof. Amative Mammalian will explore attraction. So prepare to get a little lusty.
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tUeS noV 18
TRANSFORMATIVE JUSTICE 
WEEK

FREE STORE: Drop off stuff 
you don’t want anymore and 
pick-up things you do want 
for free. 647 King Edward Ave., 
UOttawa. Every Tues, Wed and 
Thurs til Dec. 3.

WORKSHOP: Trans 101. Gen-
der & Sexuality Resource Centre, 
Carleton. 5pm.

INFO SESSION: Sustain Your 
Community. Jules Morin Park 
Fieldhouse. 7pm.

RÉUNION: Comité Anti-Aus-
térité. UQO Cafétéria, pavillon 
Alexandre-Taché. 7pm.

TALK: An Evening in Support 
of Solidarity & Mining Justice 
in India. Faith House Ottawa. 
7pm.

FILM: Secret Trial 5. Bytowne 
Cinema. 9pm.

Wed noV 19
HEALTH: Rapid Anony-
mous HIV Test with Som-
erset West CHC. 203 UCU, 
UOttawa. 12pm. Every Wed.

WORKSHOP & FILM: 
Trans Sexualities with 
Tobi Hill-Meyer. Gender & 
Sexuality Resource Centre, Car-
leton. 5:30pm.

ART: La Petite Mort Gallery & 
Parque Cultural de Valparaíso 
present ‘The Disciples’ Interna-
tional Project & Residency. La 
Petite Mort Gallery. 7pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly en-
vironmental choir rehearsals. 
Bronson Centre 222. 7pm. Ev-
ery Wed.

ARTISTIC SHOWCASE: 
Mehdi Hamdad, Kaleigh 
Watts, Ali Alikhaniand 
Special Guests. Pressed Café. 
7pm.

TALK: Climate Disruption, Ex-
treme Weather, and Food Sup-
ply. Ottawa Public Library. 7pm.

TRIVIA: Mike’s Place, Carleton. 
8pm. Every Wed.

thUrS noV 20
COOKING LESSONS: Salads 
and Dressings 101, UCU Agora, 
UOttawa. 11:30am.

WORKSHOP: Fight-
ing Trans-Misogyny by 
Tobi Hill-Meyer. Gender & 
Sexuality Resource Centre, Car-
leton. 5pm.

FUNDRAISER: An Eve-
ning of Hope - Lung Can-
cer Canada. 55 Colonel By 
Drive. 6pm.

VIGIL: SOS por Mexi-
co - Solidarity with stu-
dents in Mexico. Human 
Rights Monument. 6pm.

MEET & GREET: Arts Health 
Network Ottawa. The Ottawa 
Art Gallery. 6:30pm.

PANEL: Positive Possibilities: a 
Transfeminine-Spectrum Panel 
(Presented by the GSRC and the 
GSA). GSRC Carleton. 6:30pm.

DIALOGUE: Interfaith Monthly 
Dialogue Series - Ottawa Net-
work of Spiritual Progressives. 
Faith House Ottawa 18 Black-
burn Ave. 7pm.

PANEL: If our lands be-
comes a mine site: Indig-
enous women and resource 
development in Canada 
and Guatemala. Amnesty 
International, 312 Laurier 
Ave E. 7pm.

WORKSHOP: Understand-
ing Cultural Expropriation: 
A Queer Mafia Community 
Workshop. Raw Sugar Café. 
7pm. 

VIGIL: 2014 Trans Day of Re-
membrance Vigil. Human 
Rights Monument. 7:30pm.

KARAOKE FUNDRAISER: In-
digenous Adoptee Gathering. 
Shanghai Restaurant. 8pm. 

fri noV 21
SWAP: Big Fat Fabu-
lous Clothing Swap. UCU 
220, UOttawa, Women’s 
Resource Center. 4:30pm.

SUPPORT GROUP: Transfemi-
nine, facilitated by Mel Pelley. 
GSRC Carleton. 5pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Trans Activ-
ism in Canada, A Reader with 
Dan Irving. Octopus Books 
Centretown. 6pm.

PANEL: Better Science, Bet-
ter Policy. Heron Road 
Community Centre, 1480 
Heron Rd. 6pm.

FUNDRAISER: Dance Party - 
Seeing Red: POWER Ottawa. 
9pm.

SAt noV 22
SYMPOSIUM: 1st Annual GMO 
Free Symposium. Saint Paul 
University. All Day, Sat-Sun.

CHARITY SHOW:  Capital 
Pop Up! Holiday Handmade 
Charity Show for Ottawa 
Food Bank. Bronson Centre.  
10am-3pm.

CRAFT FAIR: Heart, Home 
& Handmade Indie Craft 
Fair. Glebe Community 
Centre. 10am-5pm.

AUCTION: Odawa Na-
tive Friendship Centre’s Ab-
original Art Auction. 415 
Piccadilly Ave. 5-10pm.

SUn noV 23
MUSIC: Songwriter Showcase. 
Pressed Café. 7pm.

Mon noV 24
DISCUSSION: Preventing 
Sexual Violence on Cam-
pus. Native Youth Sexual 
Health Network. GSA Grad 
Lounge, 6th flr UC, Carleton. 
11am.

RADIO: Under Where? CHUO 
89.1 FM. 4pm. Every Monday.

DISCUSSION GROUP: 
Rainbow Bodies, Rainbow 
Brains // Corps et cerveau en 
arc-en-ciel. Pride Centre, UOt-
tawa. 7pm.

tUeS noV 25
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tues. www.ckcufm.
com.

READING: Reading - Yu-
suf and The Lotus Flower 
by Author Doyali Islam. 
Jericho, Ottawa. 6pm.

TALK: Amnesty Carleton Speak-
er Series Presents: Paul Champ 
and Jacqueline Hansen. 132 Az-
rielli Pavillion, Carleton. 6pm.

WORKSHOP: Environ-
mental Defence - DIY Per-
sonal Care Products Holiday 
Edition. HUB Ottawa, 71 Bank 
St. 6pm.

PLAY & TALK: Unpack-
ing Our Voting System. First 
Unitarian Congregation 
of Ottawa. 7pm.

READING GROUP: Beyond 
Corporate Feminism. Ot-
tawa Jacobin Reading Group. 
Raw Sugar Café. 7pm.

Wed noV 26
FOOD SECURITY DAYS: Free 
Vegan Brunch. UCU 215, UOt-
tawa. 9am-12pm.

WORKSHOP: Foodie on a 
Budget. UCU 215, UOttawa. 
5:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Indivis-
ible: Indigenous Human 
Rights. Octopus Books 
Centretown. 7pm.

TALK: Subversive Property. 
D492 Loeb Bldg, Carleton. 
3pm.

thUrS noV 27
FARMERS MARKET:  Inside the 
main floor of UCU. 9am-4pm.

WORKSHOP: Stomach 
This! An interactive work-
shop on indigenous food 
security run through 
Meal Exchange and facili-
tated by the SFUO Food 
Bank.UCU 207, UOttawa. 
2:30pm.

TOWN HALL: Get Sci-
ence Right presented by 
CAUT. Westin Hotel, Salon 
Ontario/Salon Les Saisons. 
6:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Threat-
ening Democracy: SLAPPS 
and the Judicial Repression 
of Political Discourse. Octopus 
Books Centretown. 7pm.

FILM: My Brooklyn (hosted 
by Carleton Cinema Politica). 
Room TBD. 7pm.

BOOK CLUB: The Naugh-
ty Bits Book Club - Trans/
Love: Radical Sex, Love & 
Relationships Beyond the 
Gender Binary Edited by 
Morty Diamond. Venus 
Envy. 7:30pm.

fri noV 28
WORKSHOP:  STOMACH 
THIS! (part 2) An interac-
tive workshop on indigenous 
food security run through 
Meal Exchange and fa-
cilitated by the SFUO 
Food Bank. UCU 215, UOttawa. 
2:30pm.

CRITICAL MASS: Confedera-
tion Park. 6pm. Last Friday of 
every month.

SAt noV 29
CRAFTS: McNabb Christmas 
Craft Fair. McNabb Community 
Centre. 10am-4pm.

Mon deC 1
CONVERSATION: Confi-
dence, Consent and Commu-
nication: How Sex-Positivity 
Makes for Hotter Sex. GSA Lounge, 
6th flr UC, Carleton. 7pm.

fri deC 5
BOOK LAUNCH: Celia’s 
Song, Lee Maracle in con-
versation with Waubgeshig 
Rice. Octopus Books Cen-
tretown. 7pm.

SAt deC 6
CRAFTS: Craft Fair at Gabba 
Hey. 9am-4pm.

MUSIC: The Way and Friends. 
$10. Pressed Cafe. 7pm.

SUn deC 7
FAIR: First Annual Feminist 
Fair. Pressed Café. 3pm.

tUeS deC 9
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com.

Wed deC 10
COFFEEHOUSE: Walk-
ing With Our Sisters - Com-
munity Conversation #2. 
Pressed Café. 7:30pm.

SAt deC 13
CRAFTALICIOUS: Crafts & 
Treats from your local crafters. 
Knox Presbyterian Church, 227 
Elgin St. 10am-4pm.

CONCERT: Quite a Queer 
Qhristmas Concert. Centretown 
United Church. 7:30pm.

Wed deC 17
DANGEROUS POETRY: Do-
nations to Burnaby Moun-
tain Caretakers. Avant Garde 
Bar. 7:30pm.

tUeS deC 23
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com.


