
Andrea Tingey

While US President 
Barack Obama is advo-
cating publicly-funded 
community college for all 
Americans, Ontario Pre-
mier Kathleen Wynne has 
not expressed a similar in-
terest to extend free tuition 
to students here. 

“(Free tuition) is not 
something that we’re look-
ing at at this point,” said 
Wynne during a 10-day 
tour of various Ontario 
post-secondary schools 
which ended on Jan. 20. 

Wynne also said that 
a free model of education 
could be limited because 
subsidies may not be avail-
able to everyone.

“What I want to do is 
increase access and I want 
everyone who’s qualified 
to be able to access college 
or university or a skilled 
trade. That’s what our mis-
sion is.”

The Ontario premier in-
stead promoted Ontario’s 
30 per cent off tuition grant 
for some low and middle-

Leslie Muñoz

On Jan. 14 activists, 
academics, and 
community mem-

bers came together in solidar-
ity at the University of Ottawa 
for a free public forum enti-
tled “Violence in Mexico and 
the Role of Canada.”

The group of about 40 dis-
cussed Canadian connections 
to current conflicts in Mexico, 
critiqued Canada’s classifi-
cation of Mexico as a Desig-
nated Country of Origin, and 
highlighted the ongoing hu-
man rights crisis in relation to 
the 43 missing students from 
the town of Iguala.

On Sept. 23, 2014, 43 stu-
dents from the Raúl Isidro 
Burgos Rural Teacher’s Col-
lege of Ayotzinapa were de-
tained and kidnapped by mu-
nicipal police forces within 
the Mexican state of Guerre-

ro. Over Skype at the forum, 
Miguel Mijangos of Procesos 
Integrales para Autogesti’on de 
los Pueblos (PIAP) said that 
these 43 students might as 
well be considered dead.

In a statement, the Ot-
tawa Coalition of Concerned 
Faculty, Students and Activ-
ists Against Canadian Com-
plicity in Violence in Mexico 
said that “the disappearance 
of these 43 young men has 
become emblematic of the 
mounting violence and ter-
ror in Mexico in recent years.” 
They said that Canada has 
actively fanned state violence 
and terror. 

According to Mijangos, 
various Canadian extrac-
tion companies are active in 
Guerrero and contribute to 
violence in the area by gen-
erating poverty. He said that 
partnerships between state 
forces and interests within 
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income students, which 
can be acquired through 
OSAP.  

Michael Bueckert, the 
Vice President Academic of 
Carleton University’s Grad-
uate Students’ Association, 
was dissatisfied with Wyn-
ne’s approach.

“It is very disappointing 
that Kathleen Wynne is op-
posed to free tuition in On-
tario,” he said. “Tuition is a 
major barrier to the accessi-
bility of post-secondary edu-
cation, with skyrocketing tu-

“‘Tuition is a 
major barrier to 
the accessibility 
of post-secondary 
education, with 
skyrocketing 
tuition rates 
forcing students 
into unprecedented 
levels of debt.’”

ition rates 
forcing stu-
dents into 
u n p r e c e -
dented lev-
els of debt.” 

Bueckert 
also criti-
cized her 
30 per cent 
rebate talk-
ing point. 
“Although 
Wynne likes 
to point to 
the 30 per 
cent tuition 
grant, most 

students are not eligible for 
that assistance, and it only ap-
plies long after students have 
already struggled to pay their 
tuition fees up-front,” he said. 

“A universal reduction 
in tuition fees would be 
both a fairer and more ef-
ficient system of funding 
post-secondary education 
for all.” 

Obama is calling for 
publicly funded commu-
nity college for all Ameri-
cans, a proposal that would 
make higher education 

more accessible. The U.S. 
president says he would 
like to make the first two 
years of community col-
lege free for anyone attend-
ing at least half- time. The 
student would also have to 
maintain a 2.5 grade point 
average and continue mak-
ing progress toward com-
pleting a degree or certifi-
cate program.

Ontario undergradu-
ate students pay the high-
est tuition in the coun-
try, according to a report 
published by Statistics 
Canada. The report also 
indicated that tuition fees 
have increased by $1,223 
on average for undergrad-
uate students over the past 
five years. On average, un-
dergraduate students paid 
3.3 per cent  more on tu-
ition in 2014 ($5,959) 
than 2013 ($5,767), de-
spite the Consumer Price 
Index increasing only by 
2.1 per cent  during that 
period. 

Wynne also discussed 
sexual assault in schools 
on her tour, in light of the 

recent allegations involv-
ing Dalhousie dentistry 
students.  

“I expect that in many 
of the meetings I will hear 
people’s concerns and I 
will hear the experiences 
of young people,” Wynne 
said at a press conference 
at Queen’s Park on Jan. 6. 

“The situation in Dal-
housie is a very serious 
one...it raises the opportu-
nity to have a much broad-
er discussion about those 
issues both on campus and 
off campus.”

“Students have always 
been at the forefront of 
combating sexual assault 
on campus,” said Anna 
Goldfinch, National Execu-
tive Representative of the 
Canadian Federation of 
Students-Ontario. “We ap-
plaud the Premier’s leader-
ship in holding a student 
roundtable to discuss so-
lutions to this important 
issue, including manda-
tory consent education, 
student-led policy develop-
ment and sector-wide ac-
countability measures.”

the mining industry use fear 
tactics to intimidate and dis-
place local populations while 
operating with impunity.

“It is important to know 
that Mexico is the country 
with the most Canadian 
mining investment outside 
of Canada,” said Jen Moore, 
Latin American Programming 
Coordinator of MiningWatch 
Canada. “In 2014, there were 
184 Canadian mining com-
panies actively extracting in 
Mexico with more than 800 
speculation projects also on 
the go.” 

Police forces from Canada 
have also been linked to con-

flicts in Mexico. Victoria Sim-
mons, one of the academics 
who spoke at the event and 
a Carleton University Ph.D. 
student in the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology, 
said that Canadian officers 
have participated in training 
Mexican police forces, includ-
ing those responsible for the 
disappearance of the 43.

The Canadian govern-
ment’s Anti-Crime Capac-
ity Building Program was 
launched in December 2009 
by Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Trade Canada (DFAIT). 
It allots $15 million a year 

 Photo: Sam Heaton

Mexican refugee 
claimants face 
heightened 
rejection rates 
and increased 
deportations 
in spite of the 
violence in their 
home country and 
the complicity of 
the Canadian 
state in creating 
conditions of forced 
displacement.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Lev•el•ler
noun

1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office,  
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at: 

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com

facebook  The Leveller: Campus • Community • Culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

LEVELLER
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. 
Community-based media needs community-funded support.  
Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution. 

Contact  for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.

operations.the.leveller@gmail.com

The Leveller acknowledges that Ottawa is on unceded Algonquin territory.
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As we enter another 
year, the Leveller finds itself 
in the middle of the toxic 
maelstrom that envelops 
Carleton’s campus every 
January: CUSA elections.

Despite a three-year 
reign, the slate known as 
A Better Carleton (ABC) 
is no more. It is now 
Your Carleton. The name 
change is supposed to 
make you forget the bud-
get surplus which became 
a nearly million dollar 
deficit, the levy-run stu-
dent groups it bullied, 
and the way it redefined 
what it means to hold a 
referendum.

Running on a platform 
bereft of advocacy, sub-
stance, and any meaning-
ful change, Your Carleton 
is riding on the purple 
wave begun by ABC. The 
fact that their guarantee 
for a safer and inclusive 
campus takes up as much 
space on their platform 
as their highly-coveted, 
much-repeated “study 
snack” program is telling 
of their priorities. 

Simply put, Your Car-
leton is not there for you. 

Two other slates are vy-
ing for student votes. 

ACT Now (which 
stands for Accountabil-
ity, Change, and Transpar-
ency) promises students 
free, socially-responsible 
lunches, a financial re-
source centre, and a reduc-
tion of Carleton Universi-
ty’s carbon emissions. 

But there already was a 
student-run service which 
provided free vegetarian, 
gluten-free and halal food: 
The Garden Spot. The 
group still holds free serv-

ings but has been reduced 
to semi-frequent sessions 
due to the loss in its levy 
structure from CUSA. Why 
not increase its funding?

ACT Now has promised 
students that it will call 
for a general strike if the 
administration does not 
lower tuition fees. A bold 
move. Many students’ fi-
nancial woes are rooted 
in administrative costs 
imposed by the university 
and CUSA itself. So why 

not actively call for the 
decrease or elimination of 
student and tuition fees?

Rather than cut paper 
waste on campus, why 
doesn’t ACT Now call for 
divestment from fossil-
fuel industries, too?

And then there is 
Change CUSA, the other 
opposing slate. Though 
they have a clever slogan 
(“We promise democracy, 
not deficit!”), Change 
CUSA needs to recognize 
that in order to achieve 
their promises they must 
uproot the depolitical stu-
dent body raised by ABC 
over the past three years by 
bringing Carleton’s heavi-
ly fragmented progressives 
together. 

I guess we’ll see on Jan. 
28 and 29. 

Vote. Or don’t. Student 
democracy is a great way 
to become engaged in 
community and develop 
skills that are useful and 
always in demand. But, it 
is not the only way to be 
politically active, socially 
conscious and hopeful for 
meaningful change. 

You picked up the Lev-
eller, didn’t you? You’re al-
ready halfway there.

NOT A WRITER? 
NOT A PROBLEM. 
THERE ARE MANY 
WAYS YOU CAN BE  

A PART OF  
LOCAL, 
INDEPENDENT 

M E D I A !

SCRUTINIZING THE SLATES
Leveller Reflections on the Upcoming CUSA Election

CALL FOR LEVELLERS
Behind the scenes, we need people to help with 
proofreading, copy editing, photography, design/
layout, website/social media, business, and especially 
distribution. Help us expand the Leveller by distributing 
newspapers to local businesses and organizations in 
your neighbourhood.

Build your skills as you contribute to strengthening 
independent media in your community.

EDITORIAL

I’m a  
       Leveller!

Get connected.
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to address criminal activities 
in the Americas. In addition, 
members of the International 
Operations branch of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) have travelled 
to Mexico to train police of-
ficers, and  mid-level officers 
from Mexico have also been 
trained in Canada. The RCMP 
has therefore played a pivotal 
role in developing the capac-
ity of police forces that target 
Mexican citizens.

Canada is also complicit 
with regards to the arms trade 
as Moore said that companies 
from both Canada and the 
United States regularly sup-
ply military equipment to 
armed forces in Mexico. The 
Canadian Press reported in 
2013 that in 2012 Canadian 
ammunitions and weapons 
sales to Mexico increased by 
93 per cent.

A representative from 
Mexican@s Unid@s Por La 
Regularizacion (MUR), a 
group that advocates for the 

regularization of undocu-
mented migrants in Canada, 
said companies from the 
United States and Canada 
have grown rich exploiting 
natural resources denied to 
impoverished Mexicans.

MUR asserts that condi-
tions of poverty and violence 
in Mexico fuel Mexican mi-
gration to Canada. Since 
Mexico is considered a Des-
ignated Country of Origin by 
the Minister of Citizenship, 
Immigration and Multicultur-
alism, Mexican refugee claim-
ants face heightened rejection 
rates and increased deporta-
tions in spite of the violence 
in their home country and 
the complicity of the Cana-
dian state in creating condi-
tions of forced displacement. 
MUR demands that Canada 
impose a moratorium on de-
portations to Mexico in light 
of current conflicts and in rec-
ognition of Canadian com-
plicity in violence in Mexico.  

 
Quotations for this article 

were originally in Spanish

An Ontario-wide Day of Action was held on Saturday, 
Jan. 24 as part of the United Steelworkers’ “Bottles, Not 
Cans” campaign. One hundred and twenty United Steel-
workers members in Toronto were forced on strike by 
Crown Holdings, Ltd. on Sept. 6, 2013. According to the 
steelworkers, Crown Holdings’ plant in Toronto produces 
over 5 million beverage and food cans per day for custom-
ers such as Molson, Coors, Labatt, Budweiser, Moosehead, 
Creemore, Morgan’s, and Cott. The Ontario Day of Action 
saw pickets at Beer Stores across Ontario urging custom-
ers to purchase bottles, and not cans, in boycott of Crown 
Holdings for its failure to negotiate with United Steelwork-
ers and resolve the more than one-year-long strike. In Ot-
tawa, pickets took place at the Beer Stores at 900 Bank St 
and 209 Rideau St from noon until 2p.m. The steelwork-
ers’ fight for negotiations and a fair contract has gained the 
support of the workers’ movement in Canada and around 
the world, including the Canadian Labour Congress and 
unions in Ukraine, Belarus, Malaysia, Ghana, Germany and 
the US.

An Ottawa solidar-
ity vigil at Parliament 
Hill on Jan. 16 marked 
the 4th Anniversary of 
the “We Are Jose” cam-
paign, seeking to over-
turn the deportation 
order issued to Jose 
Figueroa by the Im-
migration Division of 
the Immigration and 
Refugee Board on May 
5, 2010. Figueroa had immigrated and was living legally in 
Canada for 13 years before he was ordered “inadmissible 
and to be deported” for his membership in the Farabundo 
Martí National Liberation Front (FMLN), the elected gov-
erning party of El Salvador. Canada is home to thousands 
of members or ex-members of the FMLN who currently are 
Canadian citizens. The FMLN is not and has never been 
on the list of supposed terrorist entities established by the 
Canadian Parliament under section 83.05 of the Criminal 
Code. Figueroa entered Canada as a refugee claimant in 
1997 when El Salvador was still ruled by a right-wing, US.-
backed party known for committing atrocities during the 
war of national liberation waged by the FMLN. The website 
for the “We Are Jose” campaign points out: “By virtue of 
being born outside of Canada, Canadians that are first-gen-
eration immigrants can be thrown out of the country if Ca-
nadian officers arbitrarily label them terrorists, and there’s 
nothing they can do if the Minister doesn’t pay attention. 
This means that an entire generation of Canadians have an 
unequal status in society, because the law thinks they are 
less Canadian than everyone else.”

WORKERS’ ANGER BOTTLED,  
NOT CANNED

SOLIDARITY VIGIL HIGHLIGHTS 
CANADA’S IMMIGRATION PERSECUTION

BRIEFS

WRITE FOR THE 
LEVELLER….  
AND GET PAID FOR IT! 
HOW? 
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NEWS

CARLETON HOLDS 
INNOVATIVE PRIDE WEEK

CARLETON STUDENTS 
USE CREATIVITY TO 
COMMUNICATE CONSENT 

Creativity and artistic 
expression major themes

No Means No and DIY Sushi

Tess McDonald

Carleton’s Graduate Stu-
dent’s Association (GSA) 
and the Gender and Sexual-
ity Resource Centre (GSRC)  
held Pride Week: Innova-
tive Identities from Jan. 19 
to Jan. 23. This event cre-
ated inclusive spaces and  
brought together Carleton’s 
queer community in an ac-
tivity brimmed week-long 
celebration of pride. 

“We really wanted to 
frame queerness as innova-
tive and pull art and identi-
ties together,” said GSRC 
coordinator and organizer 
Merissa Taylor-Meissner. “I 
think it’s really about mak-
ing sure there’s community 
at Carleton, making sure that 
students who are normally 
marginalized have a space to 
express themselves.”

Pride Week featured 
many events such as a two-
spirit workshop, a talk-show 
styled discussion called 1 
Raven, 5 QTs, a zine-making 
workshop and a pride show-
case held at Oliver’s Pub. 

The Right to Dance work-
shop with Ill Nana Dance 
Company taught re-ballet 
(a reclaiming of ballet and 
contemporary dance), hip 
hop and jazz funk danc-
ing while asserting an anti-
racist, anti-ableist stance on 
dancing regardless of age, 
ability or fitness level. The 
human mentorship library 
featured five role models 
from the queer community 
that could be checked out 

Sarah Phinney

There’s no better way to 
kickstart the new year than 
with a ‘do-it-yourself’ sushi 
and crafts party to speak out 
in solidarity against gender-
based violence.

 Carleton University’s No 
Means No Committee host-
ed an event titled, “Craft-
ing Community: DIY Sushi 
Party” on Jan. 22 at the PTS 
Community Centre that 
used creativity to engage 
with issues of gender-based 
violence at the university.

Using a combination of 
mixed vegetables and raw 
fish, students and communi-
ty members shaped, cut and 
chopped their own sushi rolls 
to set the delightful mood. 
Everyone at the event had 
an opportunity to contribute 
to the discussion, expressing 
their thoughts on how to deal 
with and even solve rape cul-
ture on campus.

One of the activities in-
volved the creation of a 
mural depicting what con-
sent looks like, inviting par-
ticipants to innovatively and 
collaboratively express why 
consent is important when 
it comes to understanding 
anti-oppression.

 Shannon Mulligan and 
Leigh-Ann Worrell, Car-
leton Graduate Students 
Association’s sexual assault 
outreach coordinators said 
community engagement was 
their priority with this event, 
along with providing an 
environment of sensitivity 
and creativity which would 
support an open discussion 
about sexual violence. 

The event aimed to be as 
inclusive as possible in order 
to engage with a variety of dif-
ferent voices and experiences.

“There needs to be a fo-
cus on women of colour and 
trans women, who experience 
higher rates of gender-based 
violence,” said Mulligan.

 According to a 2013 re-
port produced by Ottawa’s 
Standing Committee on the 
Status of Women, sexual 
violence against Indigenous 
women in the provinces was 
2.5 times higher than the 
rate experienced by non-In-
digenous women.

 Reaching out to margin-
alized audiences and creat-

like library books for discus-
sions on topics ranging from 
careers to family life. 

Pride Week also held a 
Queering Fanfiction Work-
shop to represent LGBTQ 
characters in popular media. 
“Laverne Cox has been an 
awesome model for a lot of 
trans folks and I think she’s 
the first trans woman who’s 
been positively represented 
in mainstream media. It’s 
just a way to put ourselves in 
media, put ourselves on the 
map and queer mainstream 
media,” Taylor-Meissner said.

The week culminated 
with a multimedia keynote 
by Morgan Sea, a trans comic 
book artist from Montréal. 
Sea graduated from Inter-
Media Cyber Arts at Concor-
dia University and produces 
a monthly radio program, 
Tranzister Radio. “She iden-
tifies as a transsexual lady 
artist and she combines her 
life with being queer and be-
ing trans and being poly with 
comic book fiction. She has 
a mock comic book cover on 
the front of her zine called 
MSgendered and it’s just a 
picture of her as the Hulk 
and basically everyone’s call-
ing her a monster because 
she’s trans. But she turns it 
into her being a superhero,” 
said Taylor-Meissner.

The goal of Pride Week 
was to foster a sense of 
community and encourage 
further change, such as the 
name change policy imple-
mented this fall, allowing 
trans students to change 
their preferred pronouns. 

“There are a lot of peo-
ple that come to the centre, 
but I know there are folks 
at Carleton that are maybe 
isolated or haven’t told 
anyone that they’re queer,” 
Taylor-Meissner said. Inno-
vative Identities provided 
Carleton’s queer commu-
nity the opportunity to tran-
scend this kind of isolation 
and celebrate together.

“I think it’s really 
about making 
sure there’s 
community at 
Carleton, making 
sure that students 
who are normally 
marginalized have 
a space to express 
themselves.”

Reaching out to 
marginalized 
audiences and 
creating an 
inclusive space is 
one of the ways in 
which Carleton’s 
No Means No 
Committee hopes to 
end the continuum 
of violence both on 
and off campus.

Photo: Merissa Taylor-Meissner
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BottlesNotCans, Glebe Beer Store  Photo: Brian Edgecomb

Solidarity Vigil in Ottawa: We Are Jose!

ing an inclusive space is one 
of the ways in which Car-
leton’s No Means No Com-
mittee hopes to end the con-
tinuum of violence both on 
and off campus.

Canadian universities 
are currently not required to 
publicly release or keep re-
cord of sexual assault cases 
reported to them. This raises 
important questions around 
how many incidents occur, 
whether the assaults happen 
on campus or off, and what 
populations are being tar-
geted. As it stands, Carleton 
University has no sexual-as-
sault policy or set initiatives 
for a stand alone process 
when sexual assaults are re-
ported to the university. 

However, Ontario Pre-
mier Kathleen Wynne hopes 
to change the way that uni-
versities approach sexual as-
sault. On Jan. 14 Wynne met 
with members of the Cana-
dian Federation of Students 
at Queen’s Park to urge uni-
versities to adopt more com-
prehensive policies, as well 
as provide educational ser-
vices that will include what 
consent is, and what it looks 
like in practice. 

As for the No Means No 
Committee, future plans in-
volve networking with other 
organizations that also criti-
cally engage in conversa-
tions which focus on break-
ing the silence around rape 
culture. Prioritizing the voic-
es and challenges of trans 
and gender non-conforming 
people of colour, Indig-
enous women, and immi-
grants must also be a focus 
for the group. As 

Mulligan said, “We can-
not keep targeting the same 
people; (we) need to expand 
who we look at.”
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Lauren Scott

“Right now, we begin to 
pull something free. We try 
to speak it: all the words, all 
the stories, all the songs,” 
says a calm Moe Clark, hav-
ing just finished beating her 
drum. These words, stories 
and songs are pulling free of 
the misconceptions about 
Indigenous culture, and ev-
eryone who attended the Ab-
original Service Centre (ASC) 
Coffee House Poetry Night: 
Reclaiming Indigenous Voic-
es was invited to listen.

 There was not a free chair 
in Rooster’s Coffee House the 
night of Jan. 14. ASC Coor-
dinator Ash Courchene said 
the poetry night was all about 
Indigenous women and their 
voices. The event included 
three Indigenous female 
poets and performers from 
across the country. First up to 
the microphone was Anishi-
naabe poet and writer Vera 
Wabegijig, followed by Taqra-
lik Partridge, an Inuit poet 
and Carleton student, and 
finally Métis multi-disciplin-
ary artist Moe Clark. These 
scheduled performers were 
followed by an open mic ses-
sion, resulting in two more 
eye-opening performances.  

Courchene says that he 
is using events like these to 
change misunderstandings 
about Indigenous peoples. 
As a second-year Political Sci-
ence student minoring in In-
digenous Studies, Courchene 
says he has noticed that the 
historical and contemporary 
experience of Indigenous 
people is often excluded from 
the larger national narrative. 

“For the longest time we 
didn’t even have a voice. 
For the longest time we got 
shut down or (were) mis-
construed. If you look at the 

media and how they portray 
First Nations people, it’s ei-
ther the ‘noble savage’ or the 
‘dying breed.’ There (is) never 
a space for our views...our 
world views, and our opin-
ions…” said Courchene. “(T)
his is something that (we are) 
trying to take back, to make 
that space, to say ‘this is who 
we are’ and not what the Ca-
nadian government says and 
not what television says.” 

It is clear to see, then, why 
Courchene feels that the po-
etry night was important. In-
digenous voices were given 
a platform to express their 
words, stories and songs. 
Songbird Moe Clark used 
multiple mediums to express 
her voice. She incorporates 
spoken word, stories and mu-
sic using a looping pedal to 
create what she calls “a land-
scape of sound.” 

As a Métis woman, she 
feels connected to the Earth 
and its landscape. This is 
where she found her voice 
and this is what she used to 
take it back. “I think for me in 
large part it’s really connecting 
my voice to the energy and the 
wisdom of the Earth, and to 
really understanding how my 
voice and my story is related 
to what’s happening right 
now,” she said. “Reclaiming 
Indigenous voices, in a way, 
it’s about reclaiming those re-
lationships that are essential 
to our well-being and essential 
to our wellness as people and 

as Indigenous people. I think 
for me it’s about putting roots 
down in a deeper way.”

Vera Wabegijig’s writing 
is heavily inspired by her 
Anishinaabe upbringing. 
She says that speaking is 
the best way to reclaim the 
voice that was taken from 
her through all the miscon-
ceptions about Indigenous 
peoples. Though she feels 
compelled to speak, she en-
courages others to listen. 

“One of things that I 
heard when I was much 
younger was that our lon-
gest journey that we will ever 
have in our life is from our 
heart through our mind...If 
we listen to people then we 
listen with our hearts, and 
then sometimes people are 
listening up here,” she said, 
pointing to her head. 

“But they’re not con-
necting the two. I think that 
has a lot to do with a lot of 
misunderstandings but also 
[with] realizing that we’re 
all human. So, I think that’s 
the gift with poetry too, that 
it helps us connect with the 
human spirit.”

Courchene was really 
pleased with the turnout of 
the poetry night and is hoping 
to bring in a similar crowd to 
the Indigenous hip-hop night 
at the end of the month. He 
says that he will continue to 
try and plan events that will 
spark outside interest in In-
digenous culture.

NEWS

COFFEE HOUSE POETRY NIGHT CREATES SPACE 
FOR NEW VOICES AND AUDIENCES
Aboriginal Service Centre hosts poetry night

Moe Clark performing at Reclaiming Indigenous Voices              Photo: Lauren Scott

Central East Ontario Correctional Facility Photo: Parkin Architects Ltd.

ROTTING FROM THE INSIDE

Leslie Muñoz

The Central East Cor-
rectional Centre is rotting 
from the inside. The mould 
growing on the walls is 
slowly overtaking the prison, 
spreading into showers and 
cells, and endangering the 
lives of occupants and their 
prison guards.

 The correctional facility 
located in Lindsay, Ont. has 
been an epicentre of migrant 
justice activism against in-
definite detention for over a 
year. Migrants held captive 
within the jail began strik-
ing against their detainment 
in September 2013, giving 
rise to the creation of the 
End Immigration Detention 
Network (EIDN) in Ontario, 
which on Jan. 22 started a 

Fungal Growth and Migrant Detention Centres
new chapter in Ottawa. The 
jail holds up to 1,184 indi-
viduals and features separate 
facilities where migrants, 
detained by the Canada Bor-
der Services Agency (CBSA) 
without charge or convic-
tion, are unjustly held for in-
determinate periods of time. 

Correctional officers 
themselves are beginning to 
organize against the state of 
law enforcement in the prov-
ince. According to the Brant-
ford Expositor, in December 
2014 the Ontario Public Ser-
vice Employees Union (OP-
SEU) received a strike man-
date vote of 96 per cent from 
the correctional services sec-
tor of its membership. 

This looming strike threat-
ens to increase the precar-
ity of migrant detainees held 

within prisons like the Lind-
say jail. Detained migrants are 
subjected to increased lock-
downs and the suspension of 
hot meals when correctional 
officers begin exercising their 
labour rights. This treatment 
highlights the inadequacies 
of the system while also un-
dermining the problem of the 
prison’s deterioration. 

 According to the EIDN, 
prison guards have been 
seen wearing masks within 
the detention centre out of 
safety concerns. Meanwhile, 
detainees have been told to 
start cleaning the jail’s fungal 
situation with diluted clean-
ing supplies.

 In light of this arrange-
ment, we as residents of Can-
ada must ask ourselves: how 
have uncharged migrants 

come to be responsible for 
clearing hazardous mould in 
provincial jails?

 The system of migrant 
criminalization and impris-
onment is not only a testa-
ment to the Canadian gov-
ernment’s devaluation of 
certain human life, it is also a 
shocking violation of human 
rights. Not even children are 
exempt: parents can either 
choose to have their children 
taken away from them and 
handed over to Children’s 
Aid or they can opt to remain 
together in detention. 

  Incarceration is meant to 
be reserved for extreme situ-
ations. Migrants are none-
theless increasingly crimi-
nalized and detained by a 
government that not only 
promotes an unnecessarily 
tough agenda in relation to 
what it perceives as crime, 
but also seems to be fond of 
targeting racialized individu-
als with its law enforcement 
antics. Migrant detainee 
populations are too large 
to be held in CBSA hold-
ing centers. The imprisoned 
are therefore held in correc-

tional institutions with other 
criminalized populations 
despite lacking charged and 
convicted criminal status. 
The most vulnerable in our 
society therefore become the 
most affected by the excesses 
of the state. Threats of crimi-
nalization and deportation 
become powerful forces in 
creating precarious popula-
tions that can be imprisoned 
and compelled to clean the 
rot in our law enforcement 
system as a consequence of 
the conservative, tough-on-
migrants, order of the day.

DECOLONIZATION & ANTI-OPPRESSION WORKSHOP
January 31: 10am-5pm
GSA Lounge, Carleton

Lunch Provided

BURSARIES DEADLINE - MARCH 12
Every year, OPIRG Carleton provides a 
$500 bursary to a Carleton University 

•	 UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT
•	 GRADUATE STUDENT
•	 INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 

whose research or campus/community 
project falls within our mandate of 

working on environmental, economic, or 
social justice issues.

University Centre
RM 326

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs 10AM-4PM

(613) 520-2757
vcopirg@gmail.com

opirgcarleton.org
OPIRGCarleton
@OPIRGCarleton
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Les Sans-culottes étaient les 
révolutionnaires radicaux pendant 
la Révolution française (vers 1789). 
Leur nom émanait des pantalons 
qu’ils portaient au lieu de la 
culotte courte et des bas, portés 
par les nobles et les bourgeois.

Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en 
français pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.

Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com, et aidez-nous à diversifier notre 
contenu!

Si vous avez de l’expérience dans la révision de 
textes en français, contactez-nous!

LE LEVELLER ÉTEND SES BRANCHES!

Sarah Laou

Cet article est paru sur ricochet.
media le 20 janvier 2015

Un cap historique vient 
d’être franchi pour les peu-
ples autochtones. Le Conseil 
de la Nation Atikamekw a 
proclamé unilatéralement, 
en septembre dernier, sa 
souveraineté sur un terri-
toire de 80 000 km2 dans 
la vallée de la rivière Saint-
Maurice. Motivé par la dé-
cision de la Cour suprême 
du Canada qui octroyait le 
titre de territoire ancestral 
à un peuple autochtone, le 
Conseil de la Nation Atika-
mekw compte désormais 
exercer son droit de veto sur 
l’exploitation massive des 
ressources forestières.

«Nous, Atikamekw Nehi-
rowisiw, maintenons notre 
souveraineté sur Nitaski-
nan, territoire ancestral lé-
gué par nos ancêtres depuis 
des temps immémoriaux.» 
Les premières lignes de la 
déclaration adressée par 
voie de presse au gouver-
nement de Philippe Couil-
lard sont sans équivoque. 
La Nation Atikamekw, qui 
représente aujourd’hui près 
de 6700 personnes réparties 
sur trois réserves, Opitciwan, 
Wemotaci et Manawan, oc-
cupe un vaste territoire de 
80 000 km2, le Nitaskinan, 
qui chevauche les régions de 

l’Abitibi, du Lac-Saint-Jean, 
de la Haute-Mauricie et de 
Lanaudière.

Revendiquant depuis 
plus de 30 ans le respect 
d’un titre ancestral sur un 
territoire qui n’a jamais 
été cédé à la Couronne, 
les Atikamekw se disent 
aujourd’hui plus déterminés 
que jamais à faire appliquer 
le principe de consentement 
préalable à l’exploitation de 
leurs ressources naturelles 
en favorisant la cogestion 
avec les entreprises cana-
diennes.

L’espoir suscité par la dé-
cision de la Cour suprême 
du Canada en faveur des 
Tsilhqot’in, en juin dernier, 
a renforcé cette volonté de 
faire respecter les droits ter-
ritoriaux des Atikamekw 
sur Nitaskinan. Cependant, 
le gouvernement du Qué-
bec semble faire la sourde 
oreille.

Une crise politiqUe 
qUi s’envenime

«Avec cette déclaration 
de souveraineté, nous sou-
haitons reprendre posses-
sion et contrôle de notre 
territoire, mais aussi dire au 
monde que nous existons, 
que nous avons des droits et 
qu’il s’agit de les respecter. 
Nous avons laissé faire en 
pensant qu’au fil des années 
il y aurait un changement. 
Aujourd’hui, on ne veut 

Réserve de Manawan  Photos: Sarah Laou

«Avec cette déclaration 
de souveraineté, nous 
souhaitons reprendre 
possession et contrôle 
de notre territoire, mais 
aussi dire au monde 
que nous existons, que 
nous avons des droits 
et qu’il s’agit de les 
respecter. »

Le réveil des 
Atikamekw

plus d’enveloppe d’argent 
pour acheter notre silence. 
Nous souhaitons changer 
le rapport de force dans les 
négociations», affirme avec 
calme et fermeté Christian 
Awashish, Chef des Atika-
mekw d’Opitciwan.

Le Conseil de la Nation 
Atikamekw enfonce un peu 
plus le clou en précisant 
qu’«aucune exploitation 
forestière ne sera doréna-
vant tolérée sans l’accord 
de la communauté» et 
demande au Forest Stew-
ardship Council (FSC), 
l’organisme international 
émettant des certifications 
éco et socio-responsables 
aux entreprises forestières, 
de ne pas renouveler les ac-
créditations des compagnies 
forestières Kruger, Gestion 
forestière Saint-Maurice, 
Produits forestiers Résolu, 
Barrette-Chapais et Chantier 
Chibougamau installées sur 
leur territoire.

Loin de vouloir attiser 
les affrontements commu-
nautaires, les Atikamekw se 
disent prêts à jeter les bases 
de nouvelles relations plus 
équitables entre les peuples. 
Les négociations restent 
privilégiées, mais le Conseil 
des Atikamekw a déclaré 
qu’ils n’hésiteraient pas à 
réitérer les blocus des routes 
forestières, comme cela a été 
le cas en 2012, si leur voix 
n’était pas entendue.

nitaskinan: Un enjeU 
économiqUe de taille

Si les gouvernements 
provinciaux ont l’obligation 
de consulter les Premières 
Nations avant d’autoriser 
toute activité pouvant por-
ter atteinte à leurs droits, 
dans les faits, il n’en est 
rien; les coupes forestières 
continuent de défigurer le 
paysage sans l’accord ni la 
rétribution de ces popula-
tions autochtones.

Pour le Conseil de 
l’industrie forestière du 
Québec (CIFQ), la situa-
tion nécessite un recours à 
des instances juridiques, car 
ces questions autour de la 
gouvernance territoriale im-
pliquent un grand nombre 
d’acteurs économiques. En 
2013, on estime le volume 
de bois récolté sur ce terri-
toire à 4 000 000 m3, soit 
25% de la récolte totale de 
bois au Québec. Avec un 
chiffre d’affaires de plus de 
16 milliards de dollars par 
année, ce qui représente 
plusieurs milliers d’emplois, 
l’enjeu économique est réel.

André Tremblay, pré-
sident du Conseil de 
l’industrie forestière du 

Québec, témoigne en ent-
revue de sa volonté de trou-
ver des solutions adaptées: 
«Nous essayons de com-
prendre les problématiques 
inhérentes aux revendica-
tions autochtones. Nous 
sommes prêts à faire des ac-
commodements, mais nous 
ne sommes que le wagon, 
et non la locomotive», sou-
ligne-t-il en insistant sur le 
fait que l’issue relève avant 
tout d’un processus décisi-
onnel gouvernemental.

Dans l’expectative de 
la décision du FSC, le pré-
sident du CIFQ exprime 
cependant vouloir conserver 
de bonnes relations avec les 
peuples autochtones et rap-
pelle que, par le passé, des 
aménagements similaires 
aux demandes Atikame-
kw ont été réalisés avec le 
peuple Cris lors des négo-
ciations de la baie James. Le 
Conseil National de dével-
oppement économique des 
Autochtones réuni en co-
mité d’experts à Gatineau 
devrait remettre son rapport 
en 2015.

l’exaspération 
grandissante dU 
peUple atikamekw

Les pourparlers intermi-
nables et les négociations 
jugées stériles avec le gouver-
nement du Québec, depuis 
1979, poussent aujourd’hui 
la communauté Atikamekw 
à prendre des mesures con-
crètes et à réclamer un posi-
tionnement clair de la part 
du Québec sur les questions 
de territorialités autoch-
tones.

Ce peuple, qui a évi-
té toute colonisation 
jusqu’en 1900, a pourtant 
subi de graves préjudices 
s’inscrivant dans le contexte 
historique colonial, tandis 
que les conditions de vie 
actuelles dans les réserves 
restent précaires. La con-
struction du chemin de fer 
en Haute-Mauricie, à partir 
de 1908, provoquant un vi-
olent incendie et détruisant 
25% de la forêt, la construc-
tion du réservoir Gouin en-
traînant l‘inondation des 
terres, puis la déforestation 
au profit des grandes com-
pagnies forestières, sont 
autant de ravages infligés à 
leur territoire depuis plus 
d’un siècle.

La création des réserves 
avec sa Loi sur les Indiens et 
la politique d’assimilation 
des pensionnats avec son lot 
de violences ont également 
fini de semer les graines des 
nombreux troubles sociaux, 
économiques et culturels 
actuels.

vers le vivre ensemble

Si à ce jour la déclara-
tion de souveraineté Atika-
mekw n’a pas de valeur en 
droit juridique, elle bénéfi-
cie cependant d’une légiti-
mité reconnue au regard de 
la Proclamation royale de 
1763. Cette dernière recon-
naît l’autonomie politique 
des Autochtones et le droit à 
la possession des territoires 
«non cédés».

Les revendications, qui 
n’ont toujours pas abouti 
à la signature d’un traité 
en bonne et due forme per-
mettant de structurer les 
échanges de façon durable, 
seraient en bonne voie 
d’être approuvées, selon So-
phie Thériault, professeure 
agrégée à la Faculté de Droit 
de l’Université d’Ottawa et 
spécialiste des probléma-
tiques territoriales autoch-
tones, qui indique: «Ce 
n’est qu’une question de 
temps. La prégnance de ce 
discours trouve sa légitimité 
dans les droits internation-
aux. Le projet politique au-
tochtone a un bel avenir.»

Les deux parties au-
raient ainsi tout inté-

rêt à trouver un terrain 
d’entente. Les industries 
forestières et le gouverne-
ment pourraient bien se re-
trouver face à l’interdiction 
d’exercer toute activité 
sur le territoire jusqu’à la 
résolution du conflit, et 
perdre ainsi des sommes 
considérables. Du côté des 
Atikamekw, même si les 
évolutions juridiques et 
légales évoluent en faveur 
des Nations autochtones, 
les procédures judici-
aires restent éprouvantes, 
longues et onéreuses.

Par conséquent, il 
s’agit d’ores et déjà de 
trouver de nouvelles fa-
çons de dialoguer autour 
de l’exploitation des res-
sources naturelles de ces 
territoires et d’évaluer 
équitablement la redis-
tribution des retombées 
socioéconomiques. Une 
partie qui s’annonce épin-
euse, mais non irréalisable. 
L’Histoire est en marche; 
elle implique activement 
les Premières Nations qui 
réaffirment leur identité, 
leur place et leur droit de 
cité dans le paysage socio-
politique canadien.
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along with paying for energy 
‘leakage’ from old appliances 
often result in increased costs 
to heat households.

Subsidy sign-up clinics 
were designed to fulfill a va-
riety of purposes. The clinics 
serve to advertise the exis-
tence of programs that are 
underutilised and difficult 
to access. The PPAG believes 
that this underutilization is 
the result of a deliberate prac-
tice of mandatory exclusion 
whereby governments keep 
social programs on the books 
but make them extremely dif-
ficult to discover or access. 

This practice keeps the myth 
of a healthy safety net alive 
in the average voter’s mind 
while saving the government 
from actually having to spend 
money on poor people.

In addition, while there are 
a small number of relief mea-
sures offered to low income 
households, they are band-aid 
solutions, insufficient to meet 
the economic realities they 
claim to address. These relief 
measures are time-consuming 
and feature complicated ap-
plication processes.  

Grassroots community 
clinics therefore serve as loca-
tions of movement building. 
Following the realization of 
a series of clinics, the PPAG 
will coordinate a mass delega-
tion to hand deliver the LEAP 
applications. This delegation 
serves not only as a public 
demonstration of the need for 
the program in our communi-
ties, it is also intended to show 
agencies and governments 
that poor people are actively 
organizing for energy justice.

The group has identified 
a number of issues associ-
ated with energy poverty in-
cluding trouble paying bills, 
security deposits, overcharg-
ing, and facing the threat of 
hydro disconnection. The or-
ganisation will be available 
to offer support, as desired, 
to any LEAP applicant who 
is denied, and have further 
plans to expand the scope of 
their work to address other 
barriers to access. 

“We plan to win our de-
mands for expanded and 
accessible subsidies, but we 
will not stop there,” said 
PPAG organizer Susan H. 
“We are fighting for energy 
justice. We believe in uniting 
in people power.”

COMMUNITY

GOODBYE TUPPER TOTS

Doug Nesbitt

On Nov. 28, 2014, the 
child care centre Tupper Tots 
went bankrupt. Located in 
the Villa Marconi private re-
tirement residence at Meri-
vale and Baseline, the demise 
of Tupper Tots may indicate 
the future of other federal 
public sector child care cen-
tres in Ottawa.

Tupper Tots was created 
in the mid-1990s after the 
federal government imple-
mented a workplace child 
care program following years 
of pressure from the Public 
Service Alliance of Canada 
(PSAC), the union represent-
ing most federal public sec-
tor workers. Federal depart-
ments would sponsor child 
care centres in their buildings 
rent-free, and cover capital, 
infrastructure and custodial 
costs, on the condition that 
70 percent of spaces would 
be reserved for the children 
of federal public sector work-
ers. Over a dozen such child 
care centres opened across 
the country. 

Tupper Tots was spon-
sored by Public Works and 
Government Services Cana-
da in the Sir Charles Tupper 
Building at the corner of Riv-
erside Road and Heron Road. 
In 2006, reviews by both the 
PSAC and the federal govern-
ment found the  program to 
be working well, said child 
care worker Shellie Bird. 

In 2010, everything 
changed. Bird explains that 
the federal government told 
departments sponsoring 
child care centres that in or-
der to cut costs, the centres 
would have to be charged 
market rent. Bird, who is also 
an education officer with 
CUPE Local 2204 represent-
ing the Tupper Tots child care 
workers, says Tupper Tots 
was the first Ottawa centre to 

be served this notice.
Bird says rent went from 

zero to $230,000 per year. 
There were only 35 fami-
lies at Tupper Tots and they 
were already paying $1,200/
month for their child care. 
Initially, a group of unions 
including CUPE 2204, PSAC 
and the Canadian Union of 
Postal Workers bound to-
gether to fight the decision. 
But the voluntary board of 
Tupper Tots, run mainly by 
federal public sector workers, 
wanted to negotiate and find 
a new sponsor. The unions, 
Bird says, respected the de-
cision of the board and par-
ents. But after months of 
failed negotiations, Tupper 
Tots was forced out of the 
Tupper Building.

What followed, explains 
Bird, was a painful effort to 
build a new child care centre. 
“The board eventually de-
cided to take all their reserve 
funding and use it. They did a 
$300,000 renovation at Villa 
Marconi, a private retirement 
residence. They were going 
to cover additional costs by 
increasing the number of 
spaces. So they went from 
thirty-five spaces to sixty. 
And they went from paying 
$230,000 (annually) in rent 
to the federal government to 
$100,000 at Villa Marconi. 
They felt like this was a good, 
smart move.”

But on the edge of a low-
income community, and 
without government sub-
sidies, Tupper Tots was un-

able to fill the empty spaces. 
Parents from the commu-
nity could not afford the 
care Tupper Tots provided. 
Bleeding tens of thousands 
of dollars, Tupper Tots asked 
the municipal level Andrew 
Fleck Child Care Centre to 
take its organization over. 
Bird says this too seemed 
like a good solution, since 
workers at both centres were 
represented by CUPE Local 
2204. But Tupper Tots work-
ers, without government 
subsidies, were being paid 
almost $9000 less per year 
for the same work as Andrew 
Fleck workers. Even with a 
five-year “catch up” plan, 
the Andrew Fleck and CUPE 
lawyers said they could 
not allow workers to sign a 
document that violated pay 
equity. The City of Ottawa 
refused to step in with subsi-
dies to resolve the problem.

Bird says, without a trace 
of anger, that she believes the 
board then gave up. “I think 
they just lost hope. They 
were demoralized, so they, 
without telling the union 
or anyone else, just filed for 
bankruptcy. I think what 
they felt like was that every 
decision we make seems to 
drive us deeper and deeper 
into the hole, so it’s time to 
pull the plug.”

After a play day at Tupper 
Tots on Friday, November 
28, the parents of the board 
broke the news to the staff. 
The staff knew there were 
problems but believed the 

announcement would be 
one or two layoffs of custodi-
al staff. The parents, in tears, 
broke the news. With bank-
ruptcy trustees present, the 
workers were given ten min-
utes to collect their personal 
belongings and leave.

Forty-eight families lost 
their child care services and 
twelve people lost their jobs. 
Two Tupper Tots locations 
now sit empty.

Bird reserves her scorn 
for the federal and mu-
nicipal governments. “The 
federal government started 
it with stepping away from 
its policy, increasing rents 
that substantially, that [it] 
forced their own employ-
ees to deal with this mess. 
And then the city wouldn’t 
come in and get them the 
subsidies so that they could 
deliver in low-income com-
munities.”

With federal child care 
centres closing in several 
cities in Canada, the federal 
government touts its Univer-
sal Child Care Benefit as an 
adequate program. The ben-
efit pays families a monthly 
cheque of $100 per child un-
der six years of age. Yet this 
only covers a fraction of the 
cost of child care. A recent 
study by the Canadian Cen-
tre for Policy Alternatives 
found Ottawa’s monthly 
child care fees range from 
$788 to $1139. In Québec, 
where there is a provincial 
child care program, fees aver-
age $152 per month.

“You got people who 
can’t afford food and 
bus, our rents go up, 
but ODSP (Ontario 
Disability Support 
Program) doesn’t. I 
know people living 
in the freezing cold 
in the apartments 
they pay for. Hydro 
is up 10 per cent 
this year, and it’s 
just not right. We 
gotta fight this.”

Bankruptcy and the future of child care in Ottawa 

Rising hydro costs directly affect low 
income households 

LOCAL GROUP ASSISTS 
THOSE SEEKING HYDRO 
SUBSIDIES

Ian Stumpf

An energy justice cam-
paign entitled “Power to the 
People,” was launched to 
the public on Jan. 13, with 
a focus on accessible hydro.

The initiative began with 
a clinic where folks applied 
for the few remaining hydro 
subsidies available. Held at 
the Dalhousie Community 
Centre, participants were sup-
ported in the completion of 
the required forms to access 
the provincial Low Energy In-
come Program (LEAP) Emer-
gency Financial Assistance, 
which provides up to $500 
to put towards arrears, and 
the Envirocentre’s ‘Home As-
sistance Program’, focused on 
energy efficiency and conser-
vation. This clinic was the first 
project organized by the Poor 
People’s Action Group (of Sol-
idarity Against Austerity). 

PPAG member George 
Upchurch, who made the 
initial proposal to launch 
this campaign, explained his 
motivation to the Leveller. 

“You got people who can’t 
afford food and bus, our rents 
go up, but ODSP (Ontario 
Disability Support Program) 
doesn’t,” he said. “I know 
people living in the freezing 
cold in the apartments they 
pay for. Hydro is up 10 per 
cent this year, and it’s just not 
right. We got to fight this.”

According to the prov-
ince’s Ontario Long-Term 
Energy Plan released in 2013, 
hydro rates are expected to 
rise an additional 42 per cent 
over the next five years. Hit 
hardest by the increases are 
those living below the pover-
ty line, often in poorly main-
tained, energy inefficient 
buildings. These conditions, 

Villla Marconi location of Tupper Tots. Photo: Doug Nesbitt
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COMMUNITY

CHRIS DIXON LAUNCHES NEW 
BOOK ANOTHER POLITICS

Eleanor Riley

Talking Across Today’s 
Transformative Movements is 
the subtitle of Chris Dixon’s 
book Another Politics, and 
judging by the crowd at the 
book launch in Ottawa on 
Jan. 20, this effort is a con-
tinuing success. A diverse 
group of 40 activists, stu-
dents, and organizers met at 
251 Bank Street to hear the 
author and long-time anar-
chist organizer discuss his 
new book.

Another Politics is based 
on interviews the author 
conducted with people in-
volved in a variety of anti-
oppression struggles all over 
North America. Taking an 
exhaustive look into the day-
to-day operations of these 
movements, the book has 
three main sections: Politics, 
Strategy and Movements. 
These chapters feature inter-
views from a vast diversity of 
organizers— from feminist 
women of colour to anti-
poverty organizers and Oc-
cupy Wall Street participants. 
The book contains valuable 
insights and voices that need 
to be heard for the improve-
ment of both radical move-
ments and mainstream soci-
eties across the continent.

Most of the discussion 
which launched the Canadi-
an portion of Dixon’s cross-
continental tour centred 
around challenges faced and 

lessons learned by those or-
ganizing in the present polit-
ical climate. Dixon brought 
up several key challenges 
faced by the Left such as op-
pression in activist spaces, 
crisis-style organizing and 
insular activist scenes. Dixon 
outlined the concrete steps 
activists and organizers can 
take to make movements 
more accessible and effec-
tive. Throughout the discus-
sion Dixon reiterated that 
“we have a responsibility to 
build towards other ways of 
being and acting.” The talk 
was filled with quotes from 
his interviews, containing 
many new suggestions and 
insights, as well as fresh takes 
on old observations.

Furthermore, Dixon em-
phasized that his insights 
were not his own, but in-
stead came out of “the collec-
tive wisdom of movements.” 
The talk itself was concise 
and followed by a question 
and answer period which 
dove into the left’s deepest 
existential questions. Orga-
nizers in attendance brought 
up the difficulty they had 
encountered in their own 
work, from making space for 
engaging new members in 
playful ways, to setting up a 
sustainable routine for activ-
ism. Dixon reminded every-
one not to fall prey to the 
trap of self-marginalization. 

“We can feel like the 
possibility of revolutionary 

change hinges on our day to 
day activity, when in reality 
we are actually disconnected 
from society,” he said, be-
fore warning that sometimes 
when we “burn bright,” we 
are more likely to burn out. 

Following on the heels 
of the People’s Social Forum 
held in the capital this past 
August, it is hard not to be 
optimistic about so many 
great ideas working together 
here in Ottawa, and bridging 
the gaps across movements 
in Canada. As the author 
himself put it, we have to 
move forward “in patience, 
humility and determination 
to struggle.”

“Another 
Politics is 
based on 
interviews 
the author 
conducted 
with people 
involved in 
a variety 
of anti-
oppression 
struggles all 
over North 
America.”

University Centre (UC) Fee

Graduate students voted overwhelmingly in March and September 2014 to directly administer 
$100K in graduate student fees for student services on campus, rather than transferring that 
money to be administered by an unaccountable and irresponsible CUSA.

In October 2014, the GSA executive presented Senior Administration with a proposal for a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the GSA and Carleton that would allow the 
GSA to administer all GSA fees as per the referendum.

So far, Carleton's Senior Administration has chosen to ignore these referendum results, and 
have insisted that the GSA has no choice but to continue to transfer money to CUSA. Even 
worse, Senior Admin have repeatedly interfered with and threatened the fees collected on 
behalf of the GSA in an effort to create duress and force the GSA to disregard the democratic 
will of its membership. Carleton is currently withholding $100K of graduate student money that 
would otherwise fund services for graduate students.

Kitiganensag - GSA Community Garden

In late 2013, Carleton's Senior Administration noti�ed the GSA that they would be forcibly dis-
placing the Community Garden after only one growing season to facilitate the construction of a 
new private residence.

Although the Senior Admin had made a commitment to relocate the garden, they have so far 
been stalling the process: unwilling to meet and approve the next steps, and unresponsive to our 
enquiries. With the completion of phase 1, that included the relocation of the raised garden 
beds and shed, it appears that the Senior Admin thinks that the relocation is complete. Howev-
er, the current state of the garden is nowhere near comparable to the quality of the original 
garden, and there are remaining concerns about accessibility.

The GSA exec and staff are working hard to ensure that this relocation is completed, and hope 
that the garden will be ready for a 2015 growing season.

Gender Neutral Washrooms

Trans and gender-nonconforming students experience of violence and microaggressions on 
campus. The Challenge Transmisogyny and Heteronormativity Committee is calling on the 
Board of Governors and Carleton University to ensure all new buildings have fully accessible, 
gender neutral washrooms and that the name change policy better re�ect the needs of students.

GSA Presentations at the 
Board of Governors Open 
Forum
Come show your support:
Jan 29 6:30 PM
River Building 2220

Tuesday, Feb 3rd at noon 600 UC - Science
Thursday, Feb 5th at noon 600 UC - Arts and Social Science
Tuesday Feb 10 at 1pm 2017 Dunton- International Students
Wednesday Feb 25 at noon 600 UC - Engineering and Design

Wednesday March 4 at noon 600 UC- Public Affairs and Business

Come eat free pizza and have an 
open discussion about issues facing 

graduate students

Ottawa talk highlights the personal and political

Send 
uS your 
letterS.

Another Politics book launch. Photo: Eleanor Riley 



CONTEMPORARY COLONIALISM AT BARRIERE LAKE

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS 
CUTS OFF FUNDS 
TO BARRIERE LAKE 
ALGONQUIN FAMILIES

ECONOMIC 
DEPENDENCY

BROKEN 
TREATIES

The Algonquins of Barriere 
Lake (ABL) have accused 
the Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern 
Development of pushing some 
ABL families "to the brink of 
starvation.” The accusation 
came in a December call-
out requesting food and cash 
donations from the public.

Fifteen ABL families were 
denied social assistance for 
three or more months. The denial 
affected 50-60 people, including 

25 children, on the small reserve 
located three hours north of 
Ottawa. 

Given the timing of these 
events, the chief and council of 
Barriere Lake have questioned 
whether the denial of social 
assistance payments was 
related to the band's resistance 
to the Financial Transparency 
Act and Third Party Management.

A month after making 
the situation public, social 
assistance payments resumed 

Most Canadians are at 
least vaguely familiar with 
past crimes inflicted on 
First Nations by settler 
colonial governments. But 
the example of the Barriere 
Lake Algonquins shows 
that settler colonialism is 
more than just history – it 
is an ongoing reality.

Disturbing parallels can 
be traced between historic 
injustices perpetrated 
against First Nations 
and recent government 
treatment of the Algonquins 
of Barriere Lake (ABL).

BY TIM KITZ
PHOTOS BY NORMAN 
MATCHEWAN, PEI-JU WANG 
AND BARRIERE LAKE SOLIDARITY

From the 1600s on, European settlement 
and resource extraction devastated the 
ecosystems that supported Indigenous 
economies and cultures. Nations were 
fractured into bands and later banished to 
tiny reserves with fatally inadequate living 
conditions. Treaties assured First Nations 
of their right to perpetually subsist off 
of their entire traditional territories, but 
colonial governments habitually reneged 
on these promises. With traditional 
Indigenous economies interrupted, bands 
were generally forced into destitution and 
dependency on the settler state. Canada,  
fuelled by a resource extraction economy, 
became one of the richest nations on 
earth.

Colonial governments have long signed 
treaties with First Nations – from ‘peace 
and friendship’ treaties like the 1764 Treaty 
of Niagara to the numbered treaties of 
1871-1921 which created most Canadian 
reserves. First Nations signed these treaties 
in good faith to protect their way of life 
and accommodate European newcomers. 
However, treaty promises were systematically 
violated and then renegotiated. For example, 
Indigenous hunters were routinely punished 
for exercising their rights on their own land 
until the 1990 Sparrow Supreme Court 
decision, and from 1885 to 1951 the 
Department of Indian Affairs banned cultural 
and spiritual expressions like potlatches, 
Sun Dances, and powwows.  As Prime 
Minister John A. Macdonald remarked in 
1887, “the great aim of our legislation has 
been to do away with the tribal system and 
assimilate the Indian people in all respects.”

Pushed onto a tiny 59-acre reserve in 
1961, the Barriere Lake Algonquin still use 
10,000 km2 of their traditional territory for 
harvesting and cultural practices. Use of 
this land is often threatened by ecological 
destruction. The community constantly 
fights clear-cutting and mining by 
corporations including Eacom, Resolute, 
and Cartier. ABL territory is unceded, yet 
nonetheless generates an estimated 
$100 million in revenue each year for the 
settler state in forestry, hydroelectricity 
and tourism. None of these benefits flow 
to ABL; instead, most of the community 
lives on social assistance in overcrowded 
housing that has been condemned by 
Health Canada.

A decade of blockades, protests, and 
negotiations against logging and ecological 
destruction on ABL territory led to the 1991 
Trilateral Agreement. The agreement provides 
a framework for resource co-management 
and revenue sharing between ABL, the 
federal government, and Québec. In 2001, 
a month before implementation of the first 
phase, the federal government unilaterally 
abandoned the deal. They continue to insist 
instead on a Comprehensive Land Claims 
Process which demands the extinguishment 
of Aboriginal title and rights. This would 
serve to assimilate Indigenous peoples and 
terminate their distinct nationhoods. 



CONTEMPORARY COLONIALISM AT BARRIERE LAKE

LANGUAGE 
DESTRUCTION

ELIMINATION 
OF TRADITIONAL 
GOVERNANCE

HUNGER AS 
POLITICAL 
PRESSURE

for the ABL families. 
"The person who works on 

social assistance for us has not 
been to the community for years, 
and operates by internet and 
fax," ABL chief Casey Ratt told 
the Leveller. "Of course many 
members of our community 
don't have access to fax or even 
e-mail."

Similarly, the chief and another 
ABL councillor have been 
denied pay since November 27. 
This came as ‘punishment’ for 
non-compliance with the First 
Nations Financial Transparency 
Act. The act requires First 
Nations to publically post 
audited financial statements, 
including the salaries and 
expenses of their chiefs and 
councils. Ostensibly concerned 
with accounting for taxpayers’ 
dollars, the act also requires the 
disclosure of revenue sources 
from band-run businesses and 
resource royalties.

The chief and council 

deliberately refused to comply 
with the Financial Transparency 
Act as an act of protest against 
the imposition of Third Party 
Management. Since this 2006 
imposition, the band has lost 
control of its finances, with 
current oversight provided by 
Hartel Financial Management in 
Ottawa.

"It's been eight years, and they 
didn't put any capacity-building 
process for us to get out of 
Third Party Management," said 
Chief Ratt. 

According to the chief, the 
manager’s disconnect from 
the community and lack of 
consultation has resulted in 
inappropriate and counter-
productive building construction. 
It has also created artificial 
surpluses and deficits in local 
programs such as education, 
he said. Ironically, Third Party 
Management was supposedly 
imposed because of deficits in 
the band’s finances.

Among other indignities and abuses, 
residential schools deprived generations of 
Indigenous children of their language and 
culture.

Indigenous governance was generally more 
inclusive and democratic than colonial 
institutions. For example, women often had 
a voice in political decision-making and there 
were no property restrictions on voting. Still, 
most bands had a British-derived electoral 
system forced on them by the 1876 Indian 
Act. In some communities, this led to ongoing 
conflicts between traditional leaders and 
those elected under the Indian Act. 

After Confederation, government officials 
used starvation as a pressure tactic to push 
Plains natives onto reserves, clearing the 
way for railroads and settlement. Cree and 
Assiniboine leaders called for the famine 
relief promised in Treaty 6, but were ignored. 
Meanwhile, John A. Macdonald defended 
his fiscal conservatism by boasting that his 
government kept the Indigenous population 
on the “verge of actual starvation.”

In January 2008, ABL families withdrew 45 
children from the on-reserve school because 
federal teachers, unable to speak Algonquin 
themselves, were forbidding children from 
using the language. ABL is one of the few 
Canadian First Nations that continues to 
function primarily in their original tongue.

The Barriere Lake Algonquin maintain their 
traditional governance system. Elders 
nominate leaders for approval by community 
assemblies. However, in 2010, the 
Canadian government imposed municipal 
elections under Section 74 of the Indian 
Act.  Most of the community boycotted 
the first election, but the government 
nonetheless recognized a chief and council 
based on the nominations of only eight 
people. Meanwhile, the community was 
also fighting clear-cutting on their territory, 
legal injunctions, Third Party Management, 
and the federal government’s disregard 
of the Trilateral Agreement – all without a 
recognized legitimate government. In 2012, 
the community reluctantly participated in a 
new band council election, in order to block 
another illegitimate government.

In 2014, ABL members were denied 
social assistance and salaries,  leading 
to pleas for donations and food. The chief 
and council have questioned whether this 
is connected to their resistance to Third 
Party Management and the Financial 
Transparency Act.  

For more information about the 
Algonquins of Barriere Lake’s struggle:

Barriere Lake Solidarity website:  
www.barrierelakesolidarity.org.
Jurisdiction and Settler Colonialism: 
The Algonquins of Barriere Lake 
Against the Federal Land Claims Policy  
by Shiri Pasternak:  
www.shiripasterna.com/jurisdiction-
and-settler-colonialism-where-do-laws-
meet/
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Students across Ontario through the Canadian Federation of Students have 
been actively working to address sexual violence on campus for over three 
decades. Now that the Government and our institutions are listening, it 
is important now more than ever before for students to be united against 
gender-based violence and rape culture in our communities. The Canadian 
Federation of Students has worked closely with Premier Kathleen Wynne 
on pushing this fight forward, but we need you. Join the movement to fight 
sexual violence on campus, visit nomeansno.ca for more information or 
email federation@cfsontario.ca to volunteer.
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MAGAZINE

WHOSE HERO?
It’s high time to reassess first PM’s legacy
Adam Kostritch

 Canadians generally 
know Sir John A. Macdon-
ald, our first prime min-
ister, as a binge-drinker. 
In fact he was prime min-
ister twice (1867-1873, 
1878-1891) and minister 
of “Indian Affairs” from 
1878-1887.  Jan. 11, 2015 
marked his 200th birth-
day, and our present gov-
ernment was heavy on the 
pomp and circumstance. 

But Macdonald’s legacy 
is far richer and messier 
than many of us are led to 
believe. 

Our present government 
and their supporters laud 
Macdonald as a visionary. 
In the interest of a strong 
and unified Canada, they 
say, Macdonald master-
minded confederation, 
reconciled the interests of 
English and French settlers, 
drove the settlement of the 
prairies and tied our coasts 
together via transcontinen-
tal railway. 

It is time to cast light 
on the underside of these 
so-called achievements: Sir 
John A.’s open and enthusi-
astic settler colonialism, the 
two wars he waged against 
the Métis, and the bribery 
scandal which ended his 
first term. These legacies are 
not separate, but one and 
the same, like the two sides 
of a commemorative coin. 

PAST.

Growing up a Scottish 
immigrant in Kingston, 
Ontario in the 1820s and 
‘30s, Macdonald saw Indig-
enous communities adopt-
ing agriculture (supposedly 
a mark of “civilization”), 
attending settler schools, 
and integrating into settler 
economic life. This experi-
ence impressed upon him 
an ideal of assimilation 
which influenced his poli-
tics throughout his life.

Shortly after Confed-
eration, Macdonald and his 
government purchased Ru-
pert’s Land, a huge swath of 
land “legally” owned by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, 
ranging from Baffin Island 
to eastern B.C. to the Great 
Lakes to northern New-
foundland, for £300,000. 

The Métis—descendants 
of French fur traders and 
members of Cree, Ojibwa, 
or Saulteaux tribes spread 
across present-day Sas-
katchewan and Alberta—
refused to recognize this 
transaction as legitimate. In 
response they set up a sepa-
rate government, headed by 
Louis Riel. This was the start 
of the Red River Rebellion, 
in which 12,000 Ontarians 
volunteered to go out west 
and stomp out the spark of 
Indigenous sovereignty. 

Macdonald’s first gov-
ernment drew up several 
numbered treaties which 
created special relationships 
between the government 
and Indigenous people. In 
1876, Wilfrid Laurier’s Lib-
erals introduced the Indian 

Act, which, among other 
things, made all of Can-
ada’s Indigenous peoples 
legal wards of the state, 
amended and consolidated 
the numbered treaties, and 
imposed colonial forms of 
municipal governance on 
First Nations. 

The Indian Act also de-
fined indigeneity through 
legally protected “Indian 
Status.” Women who mar-
ried settlers were denied 
status; the Métis were also 
denied status because, in 
Macdonald’s own unflat-
tering words, “if they are 
half-breed, they are white.” 
It made leaving a reserve 
without an identity card a 
crime punishable under the 
Criminal Code of Canada.

Macdonald hoped the 
Indian Act would “have 
the effect of accustoming 
the Indians to the modes 
of government prevalent in 
the white communities sur-
rounding them, and that it 
will thus tend to prepare 
them for earlier amalgama-
tion with the general popu-
lation of the country...The 
great aim of our legislation 
has been to do away with 
the tribal system and as-
similate the Indian people 
in all their respects.”

In 1878 Macdonald re-
turned to power on the 
promise to develop the 
Canadian economy. A 
large part of his National 
Policy was the accelerated 
settlement of the Plains. 
Of course, he faced the 
“problem” of clearing the 
plains for settlement. As 
fate would have it, these 
years saw the rapid col-
lapse of the Plains buffalo, 
devastating the Plains Cree 
and Blackfoot nations. Un-
der the impression that 
Treaty No. 6, which held 
the Canadian government 
legally responsible for 
the welfare of Indigenous 
communities in times of 
famine, would ensure their 
survival, many of them ac-
quiesced and moved to re-
serves. 

Macdonald’s govern-
ment, aware of the buffalo 
shortage, deliberately un-
derfunded aid and forced 
the Plains Cree and Black-
foot to trade freedom for 
rations. 

Reserve rations were 
often withheld until they 
were diseased and rotten. 
These communities fell into 
multi-generational cycles of 
malnutrition and illness—
a consequence of policy 
which medical researchers 
falsely chalked up to weak 
Blackfoot genes. 

These and other injus-
tices came to a head during 
the North-West Rebellion of 
1885. Riel, freshly returned 
from exile in Montana, set 
up a new government in 
Saskatchewan. At the same 
time, sick, impoverished, 
and starving, the Plains 
Cree rebelled. Cree chiefs 
Poundmaker and Big Bear 
appealed to Ottawa to rene-
gotiate the treaties. 

Though their struggle 

was separate from that of 
the Métis, Macdonald and 
his government saw these 
rebellions as an organized, 
unified threat to settler 
dominion. Settlers again 
made their way out west to 
quell what is now known 
as the North-West Rebel-
lion. Nearly 200 people 
died in the fighting. In the 
end, the Métis and Cree 
surrendered, Poundmaker 
and Big Bear were jailed, 
and eight Indigenous lead-
ers were hanged—the larg-
est mass hanging in our na-
tion’s history. 

Riel was charged with 
treason, denied a retrial, 
and executed. Macdonald, 
for his part, was determined 
that “(Riel) shall die though 
every dog in Quebec bark 
in his favour.” So much for 
reconciling French and Eng-
lish settler interests. 

All this casts the trans-
continental railway in 
slightly a different light. 
Though construction of 
the railway was influenced 
by perceived national in-
terest, it was also moti-
vated by Sir John A.’s own 
personal interest: to entice 
B.C. to join Canada in 
1871, Macdonald agreed 
to build a railway to unite 
Canada’s coasts and ease 
the burden of policing the 
new territories. But public 
funds were short. In the 
end, Macdonald’s Conser-
vatives accepted $350,000 
in political donations to 
grant the contract to build 
the railway to the Canada 
Pacific Railway Company. 

When news of the 
bribe, known as the Pa-
cific Scandal, broke, Mac-
donald resigned the prime 
ministership in 1873. But 
the damage was done: the 
railway was crucial in de-
livering troops to quell the 
North-West Rebellion, and 
its contribution to this 
cause lent it the public 
support and private fund-
ing required for its com-
pletion.  

By his second term, all 
that remained in Macdon-
ald’s eyes was to assimilate 
the people of the Plains 
into settler society. In 1884 
his government made it 
mandatory for Indigenous 
youth to attend residential 
schools—boarding schools 
administered by Christian 
churches. Much is now 
known about the horrors 
of these schools: the shock 
of being taken from one’s 
family, culture and commu-
nity, as well as the rampant 
physical and sexual abuse. 
As early as 1907 the Mon-
treal Star reported that 42 
per cent of attendees died 
before the age of 16. Mac-
donald’s government set 
a precedent by ignoring 
medical officers’ recom-
mendations regarding the 
spread of tuberculosis and 
other diseases in residential 
schools. Inhumane inac-
tion of this kind falls under 
the United Nations’ defini-
tion of a genocidal act. 

PRESENT.

Macdonald’s de-
fenders and apologists 
have, for the most part, 
offered only one line 
of defence. It is neatly 
summed up in this 
headline from the Na-
tional Post: “Sure, John 
A. Macdonald was a 
racist, colonizer, and 
misogynist—but so 
were most Canadians 
back then.” 

“As the ugly busi-
ness of nation-build-
ing goes,” the National 
Post article concludes, 
“Macdonald can still 
boast some of history’s 
cleanest hands.” Unlike 
his contemporaries, 
the article boasts, Sir 
John A. fought no wars 
and owned no slaves. 

But Sir John A.’s hands 
are only clean of war and 
bloodshed if we ignore the 
Métis, Cree, and Blackfoot 
titles to their land. The Na-
tional Post’s line of argument 
ignores the Royal Procla-
mation of 1763, which 
provided a framework for 
European settlement and 
recognized Indigenous title 
to occupied land—some-
thing even Macdonald os-
tensibly recognized.

At least the National Post 
acknowledged Macdonald’s 
controversial legacy. The 
Harper government could 
do no better than white-
wash this legacy by appeal-
ing to illegal occupation of 
First Nations territory and 
the use of capitalist infra-
structure to impose colo-
nial governance to defend 
their man. 

Speaking in Kingston on 
Jan. 11 under tight security, 
Harper justified Macdon-
ald’s grab for what is now 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
and Alberta as “a case of use 
it or lose it.” 

His legacy, Harper stat-
ed, was Canada itself: “The 
greatest country in the 
world...a country of courage 
and compassion, of faith 
and optimism, confident 
in a complex identity, and 
secure in our place in the 
world...where all things are 
possible.” 

None of these describe 
the Canada Indigenous 
people know. Faced by sys-
temic racism and settler 
colonialism, Indigenous 
people are incarcerated at 
10 times the national rate, 
have six times more homi-
cides than the national av-
erage, face suicide epidem-
ics, earn 60 per cent of the 
nation’s median income, 
and have infant mortality 
and dropout rates 2.5 times 
the national average. 

Rather than use pub-
lic funds to make amends, 
Harper’s government 
poured $860,000 into com-
memorating Sir John A.’s 
200th this year. This money 
comes, as it has so often in 
recent years, with a heavy-
handed prescription for 
rereading the past. Heri-
tage Minister James Moore 

stated on Jan. 11 
that “It is impor-
tant for us all to 
remember those 
who laid the 
cornerstones for 
future generations 
to build upon.” Pre-
sumably he is either igno-
rant or a comedian; if Sir 
John A. laid those corner-
stones, then our nation is 
built upon settler colonial-
ism, racial nationalism and 
corruption.

FUTURE.

We should not critically 
re-evaluate Sir John A.’s leg-
acy in order to chastise him. 
That would be worse than 
pointless, since it depletes 
our moral energy for the 
present. There are dif-
ferent, more nourish-
ing fruits that grow from 
a more honest and inclusive 
telling of our past. 

When we are more hon-
est about our past and its 
relation to the present, we 
learn the root causes of 
injustices which margin-
alize so many Canadians. 
Perhaps by learning about 
these roots we open our-
selves up to see how these 
injustices transcend tradi-
tional boundaries and can 
reach across barriers and 
expand the margins that 
keep others out. This would 
enrich political debate, pro-
vide a shot in the arm to 
cultural life and pave a way 
towards permanent and 
suitable justice. 

Importantly, too, criti-
cal retellings of our past 
show us how successful and 
meaningful organization 
and rebellion can be. This 
not only changes our un-
derstanding of ourselves by 
changing our view of our 
collective past(s), but em-
powers us to create a more 
promising and humane 
future. Looking at Macdon-
ald’s dark side might moti-
vate us to hold our present 
and future governments ac-
countable to their legal ob-
ligations to First Nations. 

Here as elsewhere in 
the Harper government’s 
drive to teach Canadians 
their history we glimpse 
the decay of political de-
bate. Rather than admit or 
redress the failures, injus-
tices, or ill consequences 
of nation-building, Harp-
er’s government white-
washes the past, shrugs its 
shoulders, or remains si-
lent (as is our prime min-
ister’s habit—he has not 
left himself open to press 
questioning in years). This 
government’s unwilling-
ness to engage in nuanced, 
critical discussion of past 
or present policy betrays 
its ideologically rigid 
worldview: one where 
criticism and curiosity are 
heresies and patriotism 
is a trump card. For this 
government, the Canadian 
state is, and always has 
been, in the right.

It is a troubling time, 
and one only wonders 
what the legacy of this pe-
riod in Canadian history 
might be 200 years from 
now.

[Macdonald’s] 
legacies are not 
separate, but 
one and the 
same, like 
the two 
sides of a 
commem-
orative 
coin.



12 The Leveller   vol 7, no 4, January/February 2015 www.leveller.ca

COMMENT

CANADA’S FOREIGN 
POLICY NEEDS TO 
STOP CHERRY-PICKING
Mason Krawczyk

In Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter John Baird’s declaration 
of war on ISIL, “the ISIL 
motion,” he claims that the 
Harper government’s goal in 
Iraq and Syria is to “protect 
the vulnerable and innocent 
civilians in the region.” If 
the Canadian government 
seriously wants to play a 
role in minimizing interna-
tional violence and protect-
ing civilians, there is a much 
simpler and more effective 
way: it should make its own 
diplomatic support and for-
eign policy more peaceful.

To start, the Canadian 
government could look to 
last summer and re-examine 
how the Harper govern-
ment’s diplomacy has ad-
versely affected the lives of 
civilians in other countries.

In the summer of 2014,  
Canada offered unwaver-
ing diplomatic support for 
Israel’s “Brother’s Keeper” 
and “Protective Edge” cam-
paigns – military ventures 
predicated on Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s knowingly false 
claim that Palestine’s gov-
ernment, Hamas, had kid-
napped three Israeli teen-
agers. Even as Israel carried 
out countless bombings, 
ravaging Gaza, killing over 
2,000 people (roughly 75 
per cent of them civilians) 
and destroying hospitals, 
wells, generators, mosques, 
and even UN school shelters 
designated for women and 
children, the Harper govern-

ment unflinchingly boasted 
its approval for Israeli force. 
As the U.S. government fed 
arms and ammunition to 
Israel, our government ac-
tively spoke out in support 
of Israel’s criminal behavior. 
The Harper government’s 
support not only allowed 
but encouraged Israel’s wan-
ton violence and destruction 
in occupied Palestine. 

The government could 
then look only a little fur-
ther back to February 2014, 
when the Harper govern-
ment entered into a $10-bil-
lion U.S. deal selling arms 
to Saudi Arabia, one of the 
world’s most flagrant viola-
tors of human rights. Disre-
garding Saudi Arabia’s track 
record of jailed journalists, 
oppressed women, pub-
lic beheadings, murder of 
queer individuals, and vio-
lently repressed pro-democ-
racy movements, the Harper 
government still decided to 
enter into an unprecedented 
arms sale with the Saudi 
government knowing full 
well that these arms could 
and likely will be used 
against Saudi citizens . 

If the Harper government 
had any truthful desire to 
minimize violence in the 
world, it could possibly look 
even farther back than politi-
cal memory seems to allow 
and try to wrestle with how 
its systematic marginaliza-
tion of its Indigenous people 
directly contributes to the 
over 1,000 Indigenous wom-
en currently missing and 
murdered in this country. 

When the Harper govern-
ment decides it would like 
to speak seriously about 
how their war against ISIL is 
fueled by humanitarian mo-
tives, it should first acknowl-
edge its own contributions 
to international violence 
before entering into a “hu-
manitarian war.”

If the Harper government 
intended to significantly re-
duce violence, it could put its 
considerable political clout 
behind some major policy 
changes. First, it could join 
the majority of the world’s 
countries who recognize Is-
rael’s conduct in its illegal 
occupation of Palestine is 
inhumane and constitutes 
a violation of international 
law. This should happen be-
fore 2020 when, according 
to a UN report, Gaza is ex-
pected to become unlivable. 
Second, the Harper govern-
ment should stop actively 
supporting dictatorships 
such as the one in Saudi Ara-
bia which habitually violates 
internationally agreed-upon 
human rights conventions. 
Third, the Harper govern-
ment should heed the advice 
of Amnesty International 
and make a concerted effort 
to relieve the suffering of In-
digenous peoples of Canada. 
An inquiry into the missing 
and murdered Indigenous 
women would be a fine start. 

When the Harper gov-
ernment denounces the 
atrocities of its “enemies” 
but actively supports the 
brutality of its “allies,” it 
bankrupts human rights 
rhetoric and fosters a dan-
gerous double standard. 
Our government’s sup-
posed enemies are not the 
only perpetrators of inter-
national violence – our 
government itself is, too.

DR. SELFLOVE

EBOLA OUTBREAK

How I learned to start worrying and 
hate the indifference

Western public’s flighty response

Qasim Kareemi

 On Jan. 3, 2015, more 
than 1,000 people were 
killed by the Boko Haram in 
the towns of Baga and Doro 
Gowon in northeast Nigeria. 
Many others were wounded, 
thousands of homes and 
businesses were destroyed, 
a couple of headlines ap-
peared in international me-
dia and the world moved on.

On Jan. 7, 2015, 12 
people were shot and killed 
while 11 others were wound-
ed in attacks in Paris primar-
ily directed at the offices of 
the satirical weekly Charlie 
Hebdo. Media coverage ex-
ploded, millions protested 
across the globe (both in 
support of and in condem-
nation of the attacks) and 
diplomats from around the 
world flocked to Paris to 
declare their solidarity with 
the nation and the victims.

Why did the world react 
to the Charlie Hebdo shoot-
ing so much more dramati-
cally than the violence in 
Nigeria?

One primary narrative 
emerged from every major 
Western media source: the 
Charlie shootings were an at-
tack on freedom of speech, a 
universal value that all nations 
should strive to adhere to.

This narrative presents 
the Charlie shootings as the 
result of a clash between the 
West and militant Islam. It 
puts us as Canadians into 
the West and demonstrates 
that extremist Islam is a real 
threat to our way of life and 
to values we hold dear.

 The attacks by the Boko 
Haram, however, are por-
trayed as another in a long 

line of brutal attacks in an 
unstable African country 
by a violent militant group 
seeking to establish an Is-
lamist state in northeast Ni-
geria. This narrative isolates 
Nigeria from us, because it 
highlights the vast differenc-
es between “us” and “them.”

In a recent article for 
Time, Charlotte Atter argues 
that there is a cognitive dis-
connect that occurs with 
places like Nigeria because 
they seem farther away 
or less like us than places 
like France. France is often 
thought of as a Mecca of lib-
erty, equality, and fraternity, 
values we in the West hold 
dear. As Canadians, we pride 
ourselves on open and criti-
cal media, so the fact that an 
attack like the Charlie shoot-
ings could happen in France 
disturbs us more deeply 
because it suggests that the 
shootings could happen in 
other places akin to France, 
such as Canada.

There is however, no Ca-
nadian equivalent to the 
Boko Haram. If we do fear 
militant extremism, be it 
from Islamists or not, we 
identify it only as a threat 
in the sporadic and targeted 
manner that we saw in the 
Charlie shooting.

It is a predictably human 
response to be more affected 
by things that relate to us 
more personally, and so the 
fact that media coverage has 
always and will continue to 
share our self-involved bias 
should not surprise us. We 
often point critically to bi-
ases in the media and over-
look that they reflect our 
own societal biases and in-
terests. The problem is that 

these inclinations have real 
effects in the world because 
governments and organiza-
tions are reactionary and 
respond to popular perspec-
tives, be they in the media or 
demonstrated through pub-
lic mobilizations. 

While we can support 
our critical media by buy-
ing more copies and offer-
ing better funding through 
donations to keep the press 
“free” in the wake of the 
Charlie shootings, we feel 
distant to the violence in Ni-
geria and so we do not see 
ourselves as having any role 
in eliminating the problem.

If Nigeria was located 
between Canada and the 
US, would we not call on 
our governments to send 
military to stop the violence, 
to send doctors to stop the 
bleeding, and to send re-
sources to start rebuilding? 

If the reason for these 
differences is a cognitive 
disconnect, then media 
outlets are not the only 
ones responsible for break-
ing through this disengage-
ment. The media is obliged 
to sell papers and maximize 
clicks online in order to sus-
tain themselves and they do 
that by focusing their work 
on what sells to us as con-
sumers.

So while we point to the 
media to speak out and our 
governments to take action, 
we forget that our own voic-
es and actions are the real 
impetus behind mobiliza-
tion. If we can start to hu-
manize and relate to suffer-
ing elsewhere in the world, 
maybe we can find it easier 
to take action against these 
injustices.

Thomas Dicsi

Western attention on the 
Ebola outbreak has fluctu-
ated significantly in recent 
months. 

Although the virus is still 
spreading in Liberia, Sierra 
Leone and Guinea, analy-
ses of trending keywords on 
Google and Twitter show 
just how fickle public in-
terest in the disease and its 
effects has been in North 
America. 

Google search traffic 
for “Ebola” was five times 
higher in October 2014 
than during the onset of 
the health crisis just under a 
year before. It was also one 
and a half times higher than 
when the World Health Or-
ganization declared a state 
of emergency in August of 
last year.

The timing is telling: 
October 2014 marks the 
first reported Ebola case in 
North America. Thomas 
Eric Duncan contracted 
the disease while work-
ing in Liberia and later 
died from his illness in the 

United States. Two health-
care workers who cared for 
Duncan, Nina Pham and 
Amber Vinson, were also 
diagnosed with Ebola and 
have since been cured. 

Healthcare consultant 
Thomas Lee recently tracked 
the activity surrounding Eb-
ola on Twitter. Just like the 
Google analysis, Lee noticed 
that interest peaked when 
the situation directly affect-
ed the United States. He also 
found that even though the 
death toll rose in West Afri-
ca, public discussion waned 
on Twitter. 

The United Nations’ 
Global Ebola Response and 
the WHO have confirmed 
over 13,000 Ebola cases, 
with over 1,300 reported 
within the past three weeks. 
These organizations say that 
although the rate of new 
reported infections has be-
gun to decline, the virus is 
still spreading and contin-
ues to affect communities 
in Liberia, Sierra Leone and 
Guinea.

Internet search analyt-
ics show not only how eas-

ily our collective attention 
span can be lost, but point 
to broader, more systemic is-
sues of a pervasive racist and 
colonial mentality. From our 
privileged position we and 
our media often dehuman-
ize victims of poverty, fam-
ine, disease and war because 
we are untouched. Numbed 
by distance and privilege, we 
reduce unimaginable hu-
man suffering to statistics, 
trends, newsy stories, death 
tolls, infection rates, dollars 
spent and doctors sent. 

Because we often think of 
Africa as an impoverished, 
devastated war zone, we 
shrug and change the chan-
nel when a disease, famine, 
or war breaks out. When 
we can’t avoid discussion of 
serious catastrophes, such 
as the Rwandan genocide, 
we repackage and market 
them as Hollywood movies 
(Hotel Rwanda) for safe and 
reflective consumption. This 
mentality is a problem, one 
that has no easy fixes and 
perhaps no immediate im-
pact on us, but demands our 
attention and compassion.
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I’m a  
       Leveller!

WHODUNIT?
MATCH THESE WORDS OF WISDOM TO THE PUBLIC FIGURE!

a.) “Ottawa is not a handsome city and does not appear to be destined to 
become one either.” 

b.) “Men are afraid women will laugh at them. Women are afraid men will 
kill them.” 

c.) “When will the next budget be? Well, as the great Yogi Bear once said, 
‘I wish I had an answer.’”  

d.) “While more than a thousand Palestinian civilians were being slaughtered 
in Gaza, Canada was among the very few countries that encouraged 
Israel to continue its attack on the besieged territory.” 

e.) “Land is a relationship based on the obligations we have to other people 
and the other-than-human relations that constitute the land itself.” 

f.) “I was shot at for being a Tamil in Sri Lanka, and then everyone was 
calling me a Paki in London.” 

g.) “Canada is not subsidizing Indigenous peoples. Migrant workers and 
Indigenous peoples are subsidizing Canada.” 

h.) “I always believed Rehtaeh would make an imprint on this world. I just never 
imagined it would be at such a young age and it would cost her her life.” 

i.) “The only group murdered more by police in the US than blacks, is Native 
Americans” 

j.) “One of the largest scale forms of civil disobedience happening in North 
America right now is people crossing borders, so-called ‘illegally.’ On a 
massive scale, people are refusing to comply with the border regime.” 

1. M.I.A., Artist

2. Saeb Erekt, Palestinian M.P.

3. Harsha Walia, Activist/Author

4. Chris Dixon, Activist/Author

5. Saul Williams, Artist

6. Joe Oliver, Minister of Finance

7. Sir Wilfred Laurier, former Prime Minister

8. Margaret Atwood, Author

9. Leah Parsons, mother of Rehtaeh Parsons

10. Glen Gouthard, Professor/Author

a.) Laurier; b.) Atwood; c.) Joe Oliver; d.) Saeb Erekat; e.) Glen Couthard; f.) M.I.A.; g.) Harsha Walia; h.) Leah Parsons; i.) Saul Williams; j.) Chris Dixon
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MISSING  
THE MARK
American Sniper review
Darryl Reid

Maybe I’m just a naïve 
optimist, but I was under the 
impression that each and ev-
ery one of us who has been 
alive for the past decade had 
already concluded the Iraq 
War was a gargantuan waste 
of lives, money and resourc-
es—each and every one. Does 
anyone really still think it was 
a good idea? Even climate 
change deniers are gener-
ally given more respect than 
people who still support the 
Iraq War. Sure, there’s always 
those on the far-right fringe 
who never seem to disappear 
no matter how much we want 
them to, but who really, truly 
thinks it was a good idea?

Clint Eastwood, that’s 
who!

Listen up punk, cranky 
Clint is here with a movie to 
show you what America is all 
about: guns, dicks, men doing 
manly things with guns and 
their dicks and women doing 
womanly things that don’t in-
volve guns. Before we get into 
why this movie is such terrible 
bucket of swill I’d like to take 
a tangent for a moment to talk 
about Eastwood.

In 1992, Eastwood di-
rected the brilliant film Un-
forgiven, which deconstructed 
and challenged many myths 

born of the western genre. 
That film blurred the lines 
between heroism, villainy, 
man and myth. It was a very 
mature and nuanced look at 
the ways we view the past, 
violence and justice. And it 
was not a fluke; Eastwood 
has made several films since 
which delve into weighty is-
sues with tact and grace. So 
I assumed that if any Holly-
wood filmmaker is capable of 
making a mature film about 
the Iraq War, it’s Eastwood.

Unfortunately, the direc-
tor of American Sniper is far 
closer to the man who lec-
tured an empty chair at the 
2012 Republican National 
Convention than the one 
who directed Unforgiven.

Ok, so what about the film?
In the first moments of 

the film, we see a flashback of 
our hero’s life: hunting with 
daddy, going to church, all 
the things that make ‘Murica 
great. Chris Kyle is the God-
loving American sniper stand-
ing up to America’s enemies 
and killing all the bad guys. 
Five minutes in we realize this 
movie is nothing but propa-
gandist pap from the Penta-
gon’s PR department. Frankly, 
the only thing separating it 
from a Michael Bay film is a 
lack of explosions. In other 
words, this film is politically 

indistinguishable from a Mi-
chael Bay film in that it’s a gi-
ant love letter to the Pentagon.

In this day and age if you 
want to make a film and use 
realistic hardware with the 
level of detail craved by every 
military fetishist, you have 
to pretty much become the 
Pentagon’s rent boy. They will 
let you use authentic military 
hardware and even throw in 
some change, but there’s just 
one tiny little catch: they get 
final say on the script and will 
force you to remove anything 
that makes the US military 
look bad. So you can make a 
film that is critical of the US 
military but you won’t get jack 
from the Pentagon and all the 
salivating military nerd-boys 
will hate your film. Or you 
can jump in bed with the Pen-
tagon and make yet another 
propaganda film. Either way 
your movie will suck. 

Not only is this film liter-
ally a piece of propaganda—
the problem is it’s not even 
entertaining propaganda. 
(Unless you love racism. 
Bradley Cooper, who plays 
Kyle, refers to everyone in the 
Middle East as a savage. If so, 
this is surely your movie.)

Why can’t I just once see 
a war film about some queer 
New Yorker who runs off 
to war? If you watch Hol-
lywood films you will come 
to the mistaken idea that all 
military men are heterosexu-
al white boys from Texas.

As Kyle, Cooper is as an 
aw shucks, hard fightin’, lov-
ing good ol’ boy from Texas 
who failed as a cowboy only 

to find his true calling as a 
sniper in the Navy Seals.

In reality, Kyle was a racist 
who bragged that he enjoyed 
killing, and proudly told 
stories of killing looters in a 
post-Hurricane Katrina New 
Orleans. He created tall tales 
to impress his fans, family 
and fellow soldiers and clear-
ly spent a lot of time build-
ing and shaping his own 
myths. This would have been 
ripe territory for Eastwood to 
explore and deconstruct, yet 
he chose not to. 

All that aside, American 
Sniper lacks conviction and 
courage. It’s a poor rehash 
of all the worst propaganda 
films we have seen in the 
past. Not only is it lacking 
in any themes other than 
“America good Arabs bad,” 
but the film is riddled with 
the laziest, most overwrought 

clichés. First, a child is killed, 
tugging at the heart-strings 
of our hero (and, presum-
ably, the audience). The kid’s 
death is quickly brushed 
aside because it was, in fact, a 
righteous kill. Then we have 
the whole soldier misses his 
missus, soldierly banter, blah 
blah blah. I swear there’s 
even a scene where a guy 

talks about his wedding right 
before getting wasted.

It seems clear to me at 
least that Americans are so 
desperate for some sort of 
heroism to purge their toxic 
history that they’re willing 
to reach beyond credulity. 
They’ll make a legend out of 
a liar, and bestow glory on 
someone who deserves it not.
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226 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON, K2P 1X1
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10% off toys and great discounts on workshops!

Work in Community

Come by for a visit!

Connect with an exciting network of like-minded social change-makers in a diverse and 
inclusive space. Perfect for nonprofits, freelancers, entrepreneurs and consultants.

Book your next community event or board meeting in one of our many bright beautiful rooms.

Call 613-566-3448 or email info@25onecommunity.ca for a tour of the space! 
Or just drop by! 251 Bank St. 2nd floor (corner of Cooper St.), Ottawa

Since seeds are 
embryonic plants 
that can grow 

to be larger and more 
productive, there is no 
question more important 
at the heart of food 
sovereignty than access 
to seeds. Unfortunately, 
universal access to seeds 
has become increasingly 
challenging as corporate 
growers continue to 
patent genetically 
engineered plant varieties 
and – under the recently 
passed Bill C-18, dubbed 
the Agricultural Growth Act 
– have their royalty claims 
to hybrid varieties legally 
protected. Multinational 
seed companies such as 
Monsanto, DuPont and 
Syngenta therefore have 
a chokehold on cereal 
crops, in particular grains, 
beans, and pulse.

The good news is that 
it remains relatively easy 
to source outstanding 
varieties of seed outside 
of the industry actively 
trying to destroy seed 
sovereignty. It is easier 
still to save your own 
seeds once you have 
grown the plants.

Ethical, sustainable, 
and quality seeds can be 
sourced in three ways: by 
buying certified organic 
seed, researching and 
buying heirloom varieties, 
and establishing a 
relationship with a local 
producer. One of the 
most reliable indicators 
of a desirable seed 
source is whether it is 
certified organic. Organic 
certification is far more 
challenging than you can 
possibly imagine – trust 
me! Certification requires 
growers to demonstrate 
traceability of their 

production as it conforms 
to a very strict guideline 
of accepted products 
and practices which may 
be used. Genetically 
engineered seeds are 
not permitted under 
organic certification. 
However, corporate 
claims to plant breeder’s 
rights (PBR) for hybrid 
crops may theoretically 
enable their certification, 
since corporations claim 
intellectual property over 
entirely novel organic 
products. No doubt the 
usual cast of multinational 
seed companies will give 
it a shot.

Well-known heirloom 
varieties will also offer 
assurance that you 
are not buying seeds 
licensed under corporate 
PBR as the market 
adapts to new hybrid 
seed laws. Heirloom 
varieties are simply so 
common that there is no 
way to claim PBR over 
them. So research seed 
catalogues from various 
organic sources, and 
talk to local gardeners 

– or your grandparents 
– about their favourite 
heirloom varieties. They 
tend to taste better 
anyways, even if they do 
yield less and are more 
susceptible to pests and 
disease than hybrids.

Finally, the most 
trusted source of seeds 
that you can grow will 
come from a friend or 
your own garden. Visit 
the farm from which you 
are buying seeds; I bet 
they would sure love a 
hand weeding!

Seed sovereignty 
really gains traction when 
you are saving your own 
seeds. It only makes 
sense: agriculture, and 
all plant life, function 
cyclically.  The seeds 
we use today are the 
common genetic legacy 
of all humanity through 
millennia of cultivation. 

Food is a right and 
all seed belongs to the 
global commons. So 
make sure you use it 
not just as a political 
statement, but also for 
yummy food!

GAINING FOOD 
SOVEREIGNTY 
BY RECLAIMING 
SEEDS 

REMEMBERING 
HOWARD ZINN
Adam Kostrich 

Five years ago today, 
American historian, author 
and activist Howard Zinn 
died of a heart attack at 87. 
His work and life testify to 
the fruits of looking criti-
cally at our past. 

Zinn was born poor in 
Brooklyn, New York in 1922. 
During the Second World 
War he served as a bomber 
pilot in France and former 
Czechoslovakia. Quickly 
disillusioned by the distant 
nature of aerial bombings, 
he became a pacifist, later 
suggesting that “the history 
of bombing—and no one 
has bombed more than (the 
US)—is a history of end-
less atrocities, all calmly 
explained by deceptive and 
deadly language like ‘acci-
dent’, ‘military target’, and 
‘collateral damage’.”

After the war, he attended 
college on the back of the 
G.I. Bill, a piece of legisla-
tion passed in the wake of 
World War II to aid Ameri-
can veterans’ readjustment 
to civilian life. He received 
a Ph.D. in History from Co-
lumbia University in 1958. 

Zinn began his teaching 
career at Spelman College, a 
historically Black liberal arts 
women’s college in Atlanta, 
Georgia, in 1956. As the Civ-
il Rights Movement gained 
momentum, Zinn lobbied 
to end the Southern Histori-
cal Association’s practice of 
meeting at segregated hotels 
and accompanied students 
to a sit-in at the segregated 
white section of the Geor-
gia state legislature in 1963. 
Though a tenured profes-
sor, he was fired at the end 
of 1963 for organizing and 
participating in sit-ins. The 
following year he accepted 
a post teaching Political Sci-
ence at Boston University 
where he remained until his 
retirement.

Zinn authored and ed-
ited dozens of books and ar-
ticles, but a few stand out as 
monumental achievements 
which changed American 
historical and political con-
sciousness. 

In 1967, Zinn wrote 

Vietnam: The Logic of With-
drawal, the first book to call 
for immediate and uncondi-
tional American withdrawal 
from Vietnam. Two years 
later, as the war raged on, he 
pushed the American His-
torical Association (AHA) 
to pass an official anti-war 
resolution. The resolution 
did not pass, for the head 
of the AHA literally wrested 
the microphone from Zinn’s 
hands while he appealed to 
his fellow members.

Around the same time, 
Zinn’s friend Daniel Ellsberg 
(a consultant with the air 
force think tank RAND, or 
Research And Development) 
secretly copied the Pentagon 
Papers, which detailed the 
history of the United States’ 
military involvement in 
Southeast Asia. Ellsberg gave 
the copy to Zinn and his 
wife Roslyn, and together, 
with family friend and fel-
low critical academic Noam 
Chomsky, they edited, an-
notated and published the 
papers in 1971 in a five-
volume set: four volumes of 
documents and one volume 
of critical analysis by Zinn 
and Chomsky. 

In 1980, he wrote A 
People’s History of the United 
States, intended to be an 
alternative textbook for 
students of American his-
tory. Starting from the first 
colonial settlements in the 
United States, Zinn shows 
the reader the “underside” 
of American history. First 
contact is told through In-
digenous eyes; the American 
Revolution is told from the 

perspective of unemployed, 
disenfranchised whites; the 
Civil War is seen through 
the eyes of organized labour; 
women and people of colour 
show up as the focal points 
everywhere in narratives 
from which they had been 
marginalized for years. 

A People’s History is one of 
the best-selling history books 
in American history, and is 
widely regarded as essential 
reading. Its emphasis on the 
histories of organized labour, 
women, disenfranchised and 
marginalized peoples of all 
possible walks of life not only 
changed the course of Ameri-
can scholarship, but changed 
the historical consciousness 
of a generation. Twenty five 
years after its initial publica-
tion the book was re-released 
with critical assessments of 
both Gulf Wars. 

The anniversary of Zinn’s 
death serves, if nothing 
else, as an opportunity to 
remember what he thought 
was the value of thinking 
critically about the past. In 
his own words: “If history is 
to be creative, to anticipate a 
possible future without de-
nying the past, it should, I 
believe, emphasize new pos-
sibilities by disclosing those 
hidden episodes of the past 
when, even if in brief flash-
es, people showed their abil-
ity to resist, to join together, 
occasionally to win. I am 
supposing, or perhaps only 
hoping, that our future may 
be found in the past’s fugi-
tive moments of compas-
sion rather than in its solid 
centuries of warfare.”

The anniversary of Zinn’s death serves, if nothing 
else, as an opportunity to remember what he thought 
was the value of thinking critically about the past.

Howard Zinn, right, during Viet Nam protest in the 1960s 
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It’s time to switch things up here at 
Parenting from Below. In recent issues, I’ve 
covered some rather serious topics related to 
social justice parenting. However, this issue I’ll 
be lightening things up while simultaneously 
getting some things off my chest.

Disclaimer: I am not an angry parent or 
partner; I merely become irritated as a result of 
the questions I am faced with on a daily basis 
by relatives, friends, and strangers – who have 
either never had a kid, had kids so long ago 
(during the Cold War) that they are completely 
out of touch with reality, or only exist simply 
to annoy the hell out of me, a gentle but 
sometimes irritated, punk Dad.

Here are some of the most annoying 
questions you may be faced with as a new 
parent:

1) IS IT A BOY OR A GIRL?
Gender neutral clothing tends to confuse 

the general public. Sometimes people even 
get annoyed with parents who don’t subscribe 
to the blue/pink gender colour-coding that was 
implemented by the corporate world a couple 
of decades back. Keep on guessing and keep 
on being annoyed, because the annoyance 
factor is definitely reciprocated.
2) WHO DO YOU THINK SHE LOOKS LIKE MORE, 
MOM OR DAD?

This may be the most irrelevant question on 
the list. Does it really matter? Is it a competition?
3) IS SHE A BIT COLICKY?  

This baby boomer beauty goes hand-in-hand 
with the inexperienced friend observation, 
“She’s in a better mood than last time I saw 
her.” Variations of these super annoying 
questions and observations may include, 
“is she tired?” and “she must be teething,” 
or “she’s cranky today.” These unsolicited 
questions and comments merely denote 
the observer’s total disregard for the infant’s 
challenging existence of rapid development 
and growth, and the emotions that come with 
it. Although one of the adult world’s most 
challenging feelings to engage and employ, 
empathy is key to all interactions with babies. 

4) ISN’T SHE COLD? ARE YOU SURE SHE IS 
WARM ENOUGH?

This is almost exclusively owned by the 
grandparents, who will never be satisfied with 
how parents dress their children. They will 
intervene to overdress the child in summer to 
the point of profuse sweating or not take the 
baby out during the winter. Every single sneeze 
will elicit a comment that the baby must be 
cold, or catching a cold, because we all know a 
sneeze ought to be the inevitable precursor of 
rhinopharyngitis.
5) IS SHE SLEEPING THROUGH THE NIGHT? 

This is a classic question peddled by all 
whom you will encounter. I continue to hear 
it weekly even past the 16-month mark. 
Variations of this may include, “how are you 
sleeping,” “is she keeping you up night,” etc. 
I like to turn it around on folks. “How are YOU 
sleeping at night?” Does any human sleep 
eight hours straight without interruption? If so, 
I would like to get a copy of your prescription. 
Young babies have to eat more, eliminate 
more, and they usually wake up to perform 
these functions.
6) BUT WON’T SHE PEE ON YOU?

Babies without bulky bottoms, signalling 
the absence of a diaper, are cause for alarm 
for those who come in contact with your baby. 
Those prompted to hold a diaperless infant 
are stricken with fear that a little bit of baby 
pee may squirt onto their clothing or furniture. 
This is actually rather amusing and a great 
educational moment to talk about the radical, 
yet logical, notion of diaperless parenting. Stay 
tuned for a six-part series on diapering in the 
Leveller’s volume eight!

Did you take offense to one of these 
comments, or have one of your own to add? 

Send in your comments, questions, and 
testimonials to dadical.the.leveller@gmail.com.

CULTURE

HOROSCOPES
XL Petite

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
UNB Prof. Dick Duchesne 
says Asians are spoiling per-
fectly British cities like Van-
couver, the city built on sto-
len Coast Salish territories. 
UNB defends his freedom to 
hate speech because they are 
spineless hacks. It’s up to us 
Aquarius, what say we show 
the old boy a proper time by 
flooding his office with tens 
of thousands of eggrolls 
and samosas? Heavy on the 
chilis…

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
You sassy senior! Did I hear 
you on CBC last week on the 
Sex Over 60 call-in show? I 
thought we agreed not to talk 
about our Tuesdays on the 
radio…

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
The stars are clear. Not only 
must we throw eggs and 
shoes at John Baird wherever 
he congeals, we must actually 
make him eat a leather shoe 
omelette. Nice and chewy, 
with tarragon and diced ol-
ives. That should keep his 
mouth occupied, like 
the territories he refus-
es to acknowledge.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Taurus, I have long since 
hated acronyms and mi-
sogyny. Therefore FHRITP 
shall henceforth be known 
as Fight Howling Ridiculous 
Idiots Trumpeting Patriarchy.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
Remember that time you 
ignored the caution tape 
and kissed the John A. 
Macdonald ice sculpture 
at Winterlude? It’s his 
birthday this time, try not 
to get your lips ice-freezed 
to his butt to impress your 
political leaders this year, 
Gemini. It’s unpleasant for 
all interested parties.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Target CEOs gets millions in 
severance, and select manag-
ers who suckle at the failed 
corporate teat get 12 weeks 
severance. Workers have got-
ten nothing besides con-
descending management 
videos ordering them never 
to unionize. Have you seen 
these videos? I won’t sully 

thy sacred Leveller 
parchment by link-
ing it to you. I say 
unions ought to 
storm Target and 
ensure “liquida-
tion” is evenly dis-

tributed...

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Benedict Cumberbatch
Wimbledon Tennis match
Marmalade Tea-cozy
Interested? goo.gl/L8pC4K

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
Mercury is in retrograde 
Virgo, and this might lead 
you to believe it is time to 
change direction too. NAY! 
Remember that it is the 
whole world that spins to 
delude us—stay the course!!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Advice for Winterlude’s snow-
slides: Remember that it’s still 
made of snow, man, too cold 
for streaking. If you must streak, 
at least wear your boots.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
What album are you listen-
ing to? WRONG, but I can 
see why you’d think that. The 
correct answer is “emOtive.” 
Always emOtive. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
The monthly Haikuroscope 
is in thy honour, O faithful 
Saggi:
It grieves me to think
Great white sharks will never kiss
what a waste of Jaws…

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Aye, Boo-Boo! We have to get 
those oily Conservative paws 
out of our national pic-a-nic 
basket! Joe Oliver is a shame-
less scaredy-cat, even Yogi 
Bear could have a budget on 
the table by now!

Welcome to Parenting from Below, the 
Leveller’s column for parents and their 
friends and allies. The column discusses 
the various trials and tribulations of social 
justice parenting while aiming to create 
a dialogue amongst parents and their 
supporters on raising children with a critical 
perspective and a radical purpose.

Our society is dominated by 
overconsumption, hypersexism, racism, 
homophobia, and a myriad of other forms 
of discrimination and oppression. These 
conditions leave parents in a life-consuming 
struggle. In short, radical parenting has 
become a necessity. This column will look 
at the why and how of parenting from below, 
of challenging and defying parenting norms, 
and of sharing and soliciting ideas from 
radical parents and their allies.

PARENTING FROM BELOW

CRANKY CORNER: MOST ANNOYING QUESTIONS 
POSED TO NEW PARENTS

RESOURCE OF THE MONTH:  
My Mother Wears Combat 
Boots: A Parenting Guide for 
the Rest of Us.  By Jessica 
Mills. AK Press, 2007.

A four part comic by Zig Zag, originally published in Broken Pencil magazine.

Watershed Blues #3Watershed Blues #3

BY DADICAL
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TUES JAN 27
GREENWEEK: UOttawa

WORKSHOP: Confidence, 
Consent and Communica-
tion: How Sex Positivity 
Makes for Hotter Sex. Womyn’s 
Centre, Carleton. 2:30pm.

DIVESTMENT CAMPAIGN 
RELAUNCH:  Students 
Against Israeli Apartheid - 
Carleton, with special guest Jeff 
Halper. Rm 2203 Dunton Tow-
er, Carleton. 6pm.

WORKSHOP: Decoloni-
zation, with Gabe Castil-
loux. Presented by OPIRG 
Carleton and the Aborigi-
nal Service Centre. Ojigk-
wanong (228 Paterson), 
Carleton. 6pm.

DISCUSSION GROUP: Tough 
Guize. Pride Centre, UOttawa. 
7pm.

TUTORIALS: Poetry Writing 
with Brandon Wint - Phase 
One. Every Tues for 6 wks. 159 
First Ave. 7pm.

WED JAN 28
VOTE - CUSA ELECTIONS

HEALTH: Rapid Anony-
mous HIV Test with Som-
erset West CHC. 203 UCU, 
UOttawa. 12pm. Every Wed.

WORKSHOP: Queering Cli-
mate Justice. UCU 215-F, UOt-
tawa. 1pm.

SCREENING & DISCUS-
SION: No Easy Walk to Free-
dom, with Nancy Nicol. Rm 
2017 Dunton Tower, Carleton. 
3:30pm.

PANEL: Who Is Most Affected 
by Climate Change? FSS 4006, 
UOttawa. 4pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly en-
vironmental choir rehearsals. 
Bronson Centre 222. 7pm. Ev-
ery Wed.

TUTORIALS: Poetry Writing 
with Brandon Wint - Phase 

Two. Every  Wed for 6 wks. 159 
First Ave. 7pm.

TALK: Crisis in Jerusalem: Pre-
sentation by Dr. Jeff Halper First 
Unitarian Congregation of Ot-
tawa. 7:30pm.

HIP HOP: Frank Waln 
& Tall Paul. Presented by 
Carleton ASC, GSA, and 
SFUO. Free. Zaphod Beeble-
brox. 8pm.

TRIVIA: Mike’s Place, Carleton. 
8pm. Every Wed.

THURS JAN 29
VOTE - CUSA ELECTIONS

PRESENTATION: Stakeholder 
Forum - Ontario Energy Board. 
Thurs-Fri. Hilton Garden Inn 
Ballroom. 9am-6pm.

POW WOW: Algonquin Col-
lege. 12-4pm.

TALK: Brigandage, Hu-
man Mobility and State-
Making in the 21st Century. 
Victoria Simmons, Rm 1524, 
Dunton Tower, Carleton. 12pm.

WORKSHOP: Environ-
mental Sustainability from 
an Indigenous Perspective, 
with Ben Powless. Or-
ganized by OPIRG Car-
leton and the Aboriginal 
Service Centre. Ojigkwanong 
(228 Paterson), Carleton. 6pm.

SCREENING: The Human 
Scale. Ecology Ottawa. Bytowne 
Cinema. 6pm.

OPEN FORUM: GSA Pre-
sentations at the Carleton 
Board of Governors Mtg on 
UC Fee, Community Gar-
den, and Gender Neutral 
Washrooms. Rm 2220 River 
Bldg, Carleton. 6:30pm.

FRI JAN 30
PROTEST: In Sup-
port of Sacred Algonquin 
Site. Palais du Congrès, 
Gatineau. 8:15am.

CRAFTERNOONS: DIY Craft(s) 
Beer. 1848, UOttawa. 1pm.

PANEL: Youth Voices in De-
velopment. 112 TBT, UOttawa. 
6pm.

STORYTELLING: Urban 
Weavers. 1292 Wellington St. 
6:30pm.

SAT JAN 31
WORKSHOP: OPIRG Car-
leton’s Decolonization and 
Anti-Oppression Training. 
Lunch provided. GSA Lounge, 
6th flr UC, Carleton. 10am-
5pm.

RECORD SWAP:  Possible 
Worlds, 708G Somerset St. W. 
12-5pm.

TEACH-IN: Austerity, War, 
Climate change: Capi-
talism and Resistance. 
Jack Purcell Community 
Centre.12:30pm.

MUSIC: Hello Babies, H 
de Heutz, Aube. Present-
ed by CKCU 93.1 FM. $8. 
Black Squirrel Books, 1073 Bank 
St. 8pm.

PARTY: The Grind: 14 
Years of Foreplay with 
Venus Envy. Babylon 
Nightclub. 10:30pm.

SUN FEB 1
ART SHOW/OPEN MIC: 
feat. Shaun Boothe. SFUO 
& Black History Month. 
Café Alt, UOttawa. 2pm.

READ: Grownups Read Things 
They Wrote as Kids Ottawa. By-
town Tavern. 8pm.

MON FEB 2
RADIO: Under Where? CHUO 
89.1 FM. 4pm. Every Monday.

TUES FEB 3
WEBINAR: Smart Growth 
in Ontario and why it 
Matters: Shaping the 

Ontario Smart Growth Net-
work. Online.

ART: Daphne Odjig. Un-
til March 29. Cube Gallery. 
10:30am-5pm.

OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tues. www.ckcufm.
com.

TOWN HALL: Grad Student Is-
sues - Science. Free Pizza. GSA, 
Carleton. 12pm.

COMEDY: Jokes on Wheels.  
CDAC. Oliver’s, Carleton. 9pm.

WED FEB 4
BOOK CLUB: Clearing the 
Plains, Disease, Politics of Star-
vation, and the Loss of Aborigi-
nal Life” by James Daschuk. 
Octopus Books, 251 Bank 
St. 6pm.

TALK: From Omar Khadr 
and Guantanamo to the 
rule of law in an age of 
terror, Dennis Edney. Azraeili 
Theatre 101, Carleton. 7pm.

THURS FEB 5
CONTEST: Ugly Sweater. UCU 
Couch Lounge, UOttawa. 10am-
3pm.

TOWN HALL: Grad Stu-
dent Issues - Arts & So-
cial Science. Free Pizza. 
GSA, Carleton. 12pm.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Car-
leton Food Collective / 
the Garden Spot. OPIRG 
Carleton, 326 UC, Carleton. 
5pm.

TALK: Fem(me) Talk: 
“What the F is a Femi-
nist?: Self Identification and 
the Politics of the F-Word”. 
Womyn’s Centre, Carleton. 
5:30pm.

SCREENING: Resolution 2015. 
SAW Video. 6pm.

TALK: Russell Diabo Lec-
ture: Federal Compre-

hensive Claims Policy vs. 
Aboriginal Title. Rm 4499, 
Mackenzie Bldg, Carleton. 
6:30pm.

ART: by Sagine Cavé. Venus 
Envy. 8pm.

FRI FEB 6
MUSIC: Dethfox, Parasytes, 
Shackles, and Ogresse. 216 
Main St. 7:30pm.

SAT FEB 7
ROUND DANCE: Raven’s Nest, 
Carleton. 4:30pm.

MUSIC: Mark Valcour Memo-
rial Concert. The Dominion 
Tavern. 9pm.

SUN FEB 8
MEETING: The Picnic 2015. 
Jack Purcell Community Centre. 
1:30pm.

TUES FEB 10
TOWN HALL: Grad Stu-
dent Issues - Int’l Stu-
dents. Free Pizza. Rm 2017 
Dunton Tower, Carleton. 1pm.

TALK: Libya, Pan African-
ism, African Unity and 
the Quest for Peace with 
Horace Campbell. Rm 2017 
Dunton Tower, Carleton. 7pm.

WRAP-UP: Eating Disorder 
Awareness Week Wrap-Up. 
Pressed. 7pm.

THURS FEB 12
DISCUSSION: World Café 
Discussion on Divest-
ment Strategies. West End 
Well Co-op. 5pm.

COMMUNITY: FSIS 5th 
Annual Day Of Justice 
Feast And Ceremony. The 
Wabano Centre for Aboriginal 
Health. 6pm.

COMEDY: EFT Up. Pressed. 
7pm.

FRI FEB 13
# S H U T D O W N C A N A D A : 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/452509068236441/

BOOK LAUNCH: Sylvie Hill’s 
Russell Square Station. Venus 
Envy. 8:30pm.

MONDAY FEB 15
WINTER BREAK WEEK

TUES FEB 16
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com.

VOLUNTEER:  Ecology Vol-
unteer Orientation Session. 
1 Nicholas Street Suite 430. 
5:30pm.

THURS FEB 18
TALK: with Rupert Ross, author of 
Indigenous Healing: Exploring 
Traditional Paths. Octopus 
Books Centretown, 251 Bank 
St. 7pm.

TALK: Habitat Management in 
the NCC Greenbelt. Fletcher 
Wildlife Garden Interpretive 
Centre, Ottawa. 7pm.

FRI FEB 19
BOOK LAUNCH: The Naughty 
Bits - Black Silk. Venus Envy. 
7:30pm.

SAT FEB 20
POETRY: The Artistic Show-
case w/ Brandon Wint. Pressed. 
7pm.

MON FEB 23
BOOK LAUNCH: Talk 
To Your Doc, The Patient 
Guide With Mary Hawkins. 
Corner Grill. 7pm.


