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Two rallies were held in 
early November to oppose 
Windmill/Dream Develop-
ment Group’s plan to build 
condos on the Algonquin 
sacred site at Chaudière 
Falls and the surrounding 
islands. 

“There has been no prop-
er consultation with the 
people and leadership of the 
Anishnabe Nation,” stated a 
Nov. 12 press release issued 
by the Anishnabe people of 
the Ottawa River Watershed, 
who also held a press con-
ference at Victoria Island the 
following day.

“Our future is to teach 
the immigrant culture how 
to love as we love,” said An-
ishnabe architect Douglas 
Cardinal. “How to love our 
waters, our streams, how to 
love the earth.”

“Our land is not for sale, 
you don’t sell your Mother,” 
said Cardinal, citing the 
words of the late Elder Wil-
liam Commanda. “I made 
a commitment to William 
Commanda on the pipe that 

I would carry out his vision.”
Commanda’s vision in-

cluded the development of 
a healing and peace build-
ing centre at the sacred site, 
with the lands to be held in 
trust by Algonquin Elders, 
according to asinabka.com. 
The vision also calls for free-
ing the Chaudière Falls.

“The Chaudière Falls 
and the surrounding islands 
are sacred to all Nations of 
Original People of Turtle 
Island,” according to the 
press release. “This has been 
documented in our histories 
and cultivated by Elders in 
many of the events we host 
on the islands, throughout 
the Watershed and beyond.”

The press conference pre-
ceded a demonstration call-
ing for the protection of the 
sacred site.

“Our sacred place has 
been disfigured,” pro-
claimed Albert Dumont, 
spiritual advisor, traditional 
teacher, and poet from Kiti-
gan Zibi, highlighting the 
spiritual significance of the 
site for the Anishnabe.

“Sacred places are very 

important to our people, 
they define us and explain 
who we are,” said Harry 
Snowboy, a ceremonial 
leader from the James Bay 
region. “They define to our 
nations the sacredness that 
is in this world.”

A few days earlier on 
Nov. 7, opponents to the 
Zibi development held an 
information picket outside 
of the condo sales office on 
Eddy Street in Gatineau, as 
Windmill/Dream initiated 
sales on the disputed land. 
Community and labour ac-
tivists initiated the picket 
to “warn prospective buyers 
not to waste their money 
on a project that faces years 
of litigation by Algonquin 
First Nations and the threat 
of regular anti-development 
actions by community-
based opponents,” accord-
ing to freethefalls.ca.

The Anishnabe are also 
opposed to the recently 
commenced hydro devel-
opment at the sacred site. 
An Oct. 30 press release 
issued by four Algonquin 
First Nations called for 

support to protect the sa-
cred waterfalls area.

“...we have just learned 
that the City of Ottawa’s 
Hydro Ottawa Inc. and its 
subsidiary Energy Ottawa 
has started construction on 
a new 29 megawatt hydro-
electricity plant to replace 
the two existing generator 
stations at our sacred water 
falls, AKIKODJ IWAN KICH-
IZIBI (the Chaudière Falls, 
Ottawa River),” according 
to the press release. “We 
strongly object to this proj-
ect proceeding without our 
Algonquin First Nations first 
being consulted about this 
project.”

The Algonquin First Na-
tions are seeking endorse-
ment for a list of demands 
they say are in line with the 
United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commis-
sion’s recommendations 
and for letters of support to 
be sent to local, provincial, 
and federal leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Trudeau.

“There is no way they are 
going to build anything on 
these islands, because we 
can’t let them do that,” said 
Cardinal. “When you have 
love in your heart you have 
no fear.” 

Salma Mahgoub

Over 100 people gath-
ered at Parliament Hill 

on Nov. 3 in a show of sup-
port for Indigenous women, 
in the wake of recent allega-
tions of police abuse. 

 A group of Indigenous 
women spoke to investiga-
tive journalists from Radio-
Canada’s Enquête program 
last spring, alleging physi-
cal and sexual abuse at the 
hands of provincial police 
officers in Val-d’Or, Québec.

Their claims, which were 
first aired on the program on 
Oct. 22, not only prompted 
an internal investigation but 
also pushed local Indige-
nous communities from Ot-
tawa and Gatineau areas to 
protest the abuses commit-
ted against these women.

According to Enquête, of-
ficers in Val-d’Or frequently 
picked up Indigenous wom-
en who seemed to be under 
the influence at the time. The 
officers allegedly drove these 

women out of town and left 
them stranded in the cold. 
Some of these women allege 
they had been violently as-
saulted or expected to sub-
mit to the sexual requests of 
officers. Eight officers have 
been put on leave as a result 
of allegations.  

Demonstrators held up 
red dresses of different sizes 
during the Parliament Hill 
rally to represent the lives 
of over 1,200 missing and 
murdered Indigenous wom-
en in Canada over the past 
three decades.

As the Peace Tower struck 
noon, Claudette Comman-
da, a member of the Kitigan 
Zibi band council in at-
tendance with her son and 
grandson, began addressing 
the crowd, demanding an 
end to violence against In-
digenous women.

“No more red dresses to 
be added,” said Commanda, 
before the crowd followed 
her statement with echoing 
chants of “No more!”

“What has occurred in 
Val-d’Or is a tragedy,” she 
continued. “No more can 
we be silent to the violence 
that is happening against 
our Indigenous women.”

Bridget Tolley, co-found-
er of Families of Sisters in 
Spirit and main organizer 
of the event, has advocated 
for the rights of Indigenous 
women for over a decade. 
During the rally, Tolley held 
a poster-sized photo of her 
mother, Gladys, who was 
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struck and killed by a Qué-
bec provincial police cruiser 
in 2001. 

“I’m looking for justice 
for my mother,” said Tolley. 
“It’s something I have been 
fighting for for 14 years.”

The rally took place a 
day before the swearing-
in of Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, who pledged to 
start an immediate public 
inquiry of the cases of miss-
ing and murdered Indig-
enous women. 

For Tolley, there is some 
hope for justice and change 
with the promises of a new 
federal government.

“All we can do is hope,” 
she said. “This is what keeps 
me going.”

While Commanda is also 
hopeful the new govern-
ment will address the issues 
and rights of Canada’s First 
Nations, she believes the 
effort must not come from 
government officials alone.

Continued on page 3

Rally shines light on the horrors of Val-d’Or
“no more reD Dresses”
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“Sacred places 
are very 
important to 
our people, 
they define us 
and explain 
who we are... 
They define to 
our nations 
the sacredness 
that is in 
this world.”
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“if faculty are 
becoming 
aware of 
students in 
distress, then 
perhaps it’s 
gone a little 
too far and 
maybe there’s 
something 
we can do 
for students 
before 
they get to 
that visibly 
distressed 
point.”
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Lev•el•ler
noun

1 Historical: During the English Civil War (c. 
1649), one who favoured the abolition of all 
rank and privilege. Originally an insult, but 
later embraced by radical anti-Royalists.

2 One who tells the truth, as in “I’m going to 
level with you.”

3 An instrument that knocks down things 
that are standing up or digs up things that 
are buried or hidden.

The Leveller is a publication covering campus and off-campus 
news, current events, and culture in Ottawa and elsewhere. It is 
intended to provide readers with a lively portrait of their university 
and community and of the events that give it meaning. It is also 
intended to be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively 
debate on issues of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well 
as Ottawa residents.

The Leveller leans left, meaning that it challenges power and 
privilege and sides with people over private property. It is also 
democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing 
and secrecy. Within these very general boundaries, The Leveller is 
primarily interested in being interesting, in saying something worth 
saying and worth reading about. It doesn’t mind getting a few 
things wrong if it gets that part right.

The Leveller has a very small staff, and is mainly the work of a 
small group of volunteers. To become a more permanent enterprise 
and a more truly democratic and representative paper, it will require 
more volunteers to write, edit, and produce it, to take pictures, and 
to dig up stories.

The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss 
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, 
write a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or 
just denounce it. Ultimately it needs you—or someone like you—to 
edit it, to guide it towards maturity, to give it financial security and 
someplace warm and safe to live.

The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously 
irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others 
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh 
at ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city. 
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social 
conscience at the same time. It has its work cut out for it.

The Leveller is published every month or so. It is free.

The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office,  
but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at: 

editors.the.leveller@gmail.com

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com

facebook  The Leveller: Campus • Community • Culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

LeveLLeR
The Leveller is a creature of the community: it’s written, edited, and distributed right here at home. 
Community-based media needs community-funded support.  
Help sustain the Leveller with as little as $5 per month or make a one-time contribution. 

Contact  for options on how to help level the playing field, one issue at a time.

operations.the.leveller@gmail.com

The Leveller acknowledges that Ottawa is on unceded Algonquin territory.
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As the cold weather sets 
in, we put another issue of 
the Leveller to bed. Initiated 
in 2008 with our first issue 
published early in 2009, the 
Leveller has only ever lived 
under Conservative rule. In 
the past 10 years, progres-
sive forces have experienced 
concerted attacks all across 
this country. Thankfully, 
our newspaper is funded 
by Carleton grad students 
alone, along with a bit of 
extra money coming from 
progressive groups and 
small businesses purchas-
ing ad space - which we 
highly appreciate! We’re 
not subjected to having our 
funding slashed or status 
revoked unlike many an or-
ganization in recent years. 
Thus, we remain fiercely in-
dependent, small-scale and 
grassroots.

Little will change for the 
Leveller under Liberal rule. 
As long as people like you 
continue to volunteer and 
submit articles, we will con-
tinue to print. We will not 
let any government or au-
thority figure off the hook 
when they exert their power 
and privilege to the detri-
ment of the people and the 
environment. 

The Liberals have made 
many a bold promise as 
they rode a wave of anti-
Harper sentiment into 
power, to the delight, shock 
and disdain of many. They 

promised to deal substan-
tially with crucial issues 
such as climate change, 
Indigenous relations and 
electoral reform. Let’s see if 
they make good. But while 
the Liberals campaigned 
to the left (while the NDP 
simultaneously and per-
plexingly campaigned to 
the right) there are some 
blatant outstanding issues, 
which will more than likely 
raise the eyebrows of voters 
on the left who cast ballots 
in favour of Trudeau.

Take pipelines for in-
stance: The US killed the 
Conservative/Liberal dream 
for Keystone XL and the 
Northern Gateway proj-
ect appears to be officially 

dying (not that it stood a 
chance of being built giv-
en the resistance it faced). 
But what does that mean 
for Energy East which will 
cross the unceded territo-
ries that we currently in-
habit? The Liberals will 
likely push hard for this, a 
project which flies blatantly 
in the face of any notion of 
a commitment to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
as well as respects a nation-
to-nation relationship with 
Indigenous communities.

Pipelines are only one 
issue. There are others, in-
cluding the highly contro-
versial Bill C-51 and Trans-
Pacific Partnership, which 
we’ll be following closely 

over the coming months, 
with your help of course!

The Leveller is continu-
ously evolving, welcoming 
new people aboard, bid-
ding farewell to others. The 
content and focus of the 
paper can shift from issue 
to issue, depending on who 
is involved and the articles 
submitted.

In the current issue we 
have had the pleasure of 
receiving new kinds of sub-
missions, two firsts for the 
Leveller, at least as far as re-
cent memory serves. In the 
following pages you will see 
a poem and a piece of cre-
ative writing – not that our 
contributors aren’t creative, 
but in the creative sense. 
You know, as in the form of 
a nonfiction essay.

I know, we were sur-
prised too but amongst the 
curmudgeon-y types that 
have stuck with the Level-
ler like pesky house flies, 
the newcomers bring with 
them not only fresh air and 
ideas but a willingness to 
expand the newspaper and 
accept unconventional sub-
missions.

So we hope you enjoy 
this issue and its contents. 
And if you don’t, please 
write us. If you do, please 
write us. And join us! 
Please get involved. We 
may look pretty, but we 
are far from a well-oiled 
machine.

NOT A WRITER? 
NOT A PROBLEM. 
THERE ARE MANY 
WAYS YOU CAN BE  

A PART OF  
LOCAL, 
INDEPENDENT 

M E D I A !

CALL FOR LEVELLERS
Behind the scenes, we need people to help 
with proofreading, copy editing, photography, 
design/layout, website/social media, business, 
and especially distribution. Help us expand 
the Leveller by distributing newspapers to 
local businesses and organizations in your 
neighbourhood.

Build your skills as you contribute to 
strengthening independent media in your 
community.

Last issue, in Stolen Land and Sacred Falls: The Algonquin Land Claim and “Zibi” 
Condominiums, the Leveller incorrectly stated that the Algonquins had a “claim” to the 
Ottawa River Watershed. A correction has been made to the online version --  http://www.
leveller.ca/2015/10/stolen-land-sacred-falls/ -- acknowledging that we are on Algonquin 
land. We also wrongfully referred to the accompanying image as the Algonquin Land 
Claim when in fact it was the Ottawa River Watershed, Algonquin territory.

CORRECTION:

editORial

I’m  a  
       Leveller!
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“I’m sure that [PM 
Trudeau] and his government 
will take First Nations issues 
seriously,” Commanda said, 
“but I think they will have to 
stand on guard and ensure 
that their bureaucrats are go-
ing to get the job done.”

Lynda Kitchikeesic, an 
Idle No More activist and 
long-time volunteer with 
the Ottawa Police Action 
Committee, also spoke dur-
ing the event. She encour-
aged attendees to report 
instances of violence and 
abuse to police.  

“In this province, we 
have civilian oversight to 
our police,” she said. “If 
there is anything happening 

with police that you’re un-
comfortable with, there are 
different ways to approach 
police departments.” 

“What’s going on in 
Val-d’Or needs to be talked 
about,” Kitchikeesic added. 
“Let us not let this happen 
anywhere else.”

Cynthia Smith, a mem-
ber of the Anishinaabe com-
munity, came to the rally in 
solidarity with the family of 
Sindy Ruperthouse, a First 
Nations woman and family 
friend whose disappearance 
from Val-d’Or in April 2014 
sparked investigations into 
patterns of alleged abuse at 
the hands of provincial po-
lice in the city.

“It is important for me 
to be in awareness of what 

is happening in our Indig-
enous community and to 
show support with the fami-
lies,” Smith said.

Also among the crowd 
was Kirk Kitzul, a fourth-
year journalism student at 
Carleton University. Kit-
zul, who was a committee 
member of Walking with 
Our Sisters, a commemo-
rative art exhibition that 
aims to spread awareness 
of missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, decid-
ed to take part in the rally 
not as a journalist but as a 
supporter. “I’ve met a lot 
of people in Ottawa whom 
this really affects,” he said. 
“I try my best to be there 
during events like this and 
just show my support.”

news
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Poverty activist takes legal stand 
against Safe Streets act

City approves and initiates plan to drain 
sewer into St. lawrence

locAl PAnhAnDler seeks 
chAnge from A higher 
Authority

montrÉAl locAls rAise stink 
over rAw sewAge DumP

Joey Clavette

Over the past ten years, 
Proshanto Smith, a local 
panhandler and activist, 
has racked up a whopping 
101 tickets for violating the 
provincial Safe Streets Act. 
While panhandling is not 
expressly illegal under On-
tario legislation, the Safe 
Streets Act’s intention is to 
regulate it. As a result of this 
law, Smith says he current-
ly owes $8,540 in tickets, 
which he hopes to fight with 
the help of a legal organiza-
tion known as the Ticket De-
fense Program (TDP).

The Safe Streets Act of 
1999 prohibits “aggressive 
panhandling,” meaning 
panhandling in “a manner 
that is likely to cause a rea-
sonable person to fear for 
their safety and security.”  
Many organizations, includ-
ing the Ontario Coalition 
Against Poverty (OCAP) 
and the Ottawa Panhan-
dlers Union (OPU), of 
which Smith is a member, 
have criticized this provi-
sion as being too vague. 
OCAP states on their web-
site that “If some members 
of the public ‘fear’ others 
because of their skin colour, 
the fact they look different, 
wear different clothes, are 
visibly poor or are young, 
it is not incumbent upon 
government to enact laws or 
enforcement strategies that 
target such people.” The Safe 
Streets Act also prohibits a 
panhandler from soliciting 
a captive audience, such as 
people leaving a bus or us-
ing an ATM.

Suzanne Bouclin, TDP 
coordinator and University 
of Ottawa law professor, 
criticized the legislation in 
the Ottawa Citizen by point-
ing out that “giving people 
tickets for engaging in a 
form of income generation 
when they clearly require 
the income is counter-
intuitive.” The legislation 
is also ineffective towards 
solving the problem of des-
perate poverty. 

The act has been en-
forced for the past fifteen 
years; however, statistics 
show it has not made a no-

ticeable improvement upon 
the issue of desperate pov-
erty. Between 2012 and 2014 
over 5,600 tickets were given 
to panhandlers. Of the past 
3 years, 2013 was the busi-
est, with police officers issu-
ing more than 2,270 tickets. 
That is 6.2 tickets a day.

The TDP seeks to provide 
voluntary legal services to 
those charged in violation 
of the act. As the Safe Streets 
Act is provincial, panhan-
dling is not technically a 
criminal act and therefore 
cannot lead to imprison-
ment. Due to the fact they 
are not by definition crimi-
nal acts, free legal services 
that are provided in defense 
of criminal cases are not 
available to those fighting 
these tickets, which is where 
the TDP comes in. 

Smith told the Leveller 
that his “intention is to go 
through the whole court 
process for the purpose of 
challenging the unfair law.” 
He claims that the law is 
not only inherently unfair 
and wrong but the Ottawa 
Police Service also hands 
out these infractions fraud-
ulently. “The police will 
issue me a ticket just for 
soliciting near a bus stop 
when the legislation clearly 
says the purpose of this law 
is [so] that you do not [so-
licit] a captive audience,” 
Smith said. 

In order to substanti-

ate his claims, Smith began 
engaging in what is gener-
ally referred to as Copwatch. 
“We instruct all of our mem-
bers [of the OPU] to begin 
to videotape the police from 
the moment that they are 
approached,” Smith said. 
“We observed and video-
taped an elderly Inuit lady, 
engaged in passively shak-
ing her cup and not verbal-
izing, [being] given a ticket 
for aggressive solicitation.” 
Many members of the OPU, 
which was in large part cre-
ated as a response to the 
Safe Streets Act, have had 
cell phones supplied by the 
union with the help of the 
Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW). 

A common mispercep-
tion is that a panhandler 
with a cell phone is not a 
person in need. Smith re-
sponds to this claim by say-
ing, “It’s almost 2016. We 
are not in the early eighties 
when it was a billion dollars 
a minute, folks. So to think 
that common folks of all 
classes would not have ac-
cess to cellphones is ridicu-
lous.” There is a stereotype 
that those in need should 
look like they are in need, 
but this is counterintuitive. 
“The purpose of the OPU 
is to be a support group 
for those who are either on 
welfare, disability, or oth-
erwise make their money 
from street performing or 
begging.”

“My role in the Otta-
wa Panhandler’s Union is 
‘member,’” Smith said. “We 
are ‘Wobblies,’ otherwise 
known as [members of] the 
Industrial Workers of the 
World. We are fully demo-
cratic. There are no lead-
ers as we are an anarcho-
syndicalist organization,” 
meaning decisions are made 
through leaderless direct de-
mocracy. 

“We are fighting the Ot-
tawa Police Service and the 
City Council directly against 
their breaking of [sic] the 
Safe Streets Act. Our meth-
od is civil disobedience but 
keep in mind that ultimately 
our goal is to have a society 
where panhandling will not 
be necessary,” Smith con-
cluded. 

Jared Davidson

Montréeal began to 
implement its controver-
sial plan to dump a large 
amount of raw sewage into 
the St. Lawrence River on the 
morning of Nov. 11. This is 
after the plan was given the 
go-ahead by the Minister of 
Environment and Climate 
Change, Catherine McKen-
na, on Nov. 9. This decision 
came after several weeks 
of postponements and has 
been accompanied by out-
cry from environmental and 
Indigenous groups. 

The dump is the result 
of major ongoing construc-
tion to lower the Bonaven-
ture Expressway in down-
town Montréal. The project 
requires the movement of 
a sewer-connected snow 
dump, which in turn re-
quires the diversion of eight 
billion litres of untreated 
sewage into the river. This 
means the volume equiva-
lent to 2,600 Olympic-sized 
swimming pools of sewage 
will enter into the waterways 
as an aging sewer interceptor 
is replaced.

Montréal Mayor De-
nis Coderre initially an-
nounced the plan on Oct. 5. 
The public’s reaction to the 
news was swift and came in 
the form of an online peti-
tion titled “Le Saint-Laurent 
n’est pas une poubelle” 
(“The St. Lawrence is not a 
trash can”), which has since 
gained over 95,296 signa-
tures. Environmental con-
cerns were raised, soon after 
the announcement and peti-
tion, by then-Environment 
Minister Leona Aglukkaq. 
Aglukkaq required the com-
pletion of a third party en-
vironmental review prior to 
the dump. 

While the review pointed 
out many faults in the infor-
mation released by the city 
and recommended improve-
ments to the plan, the panel 
of experts appointed by En-
vironment Canada agreed 
that an autumn release of 
sewage would be prefer-
able to an accidental release 
in winter, something that 
could happen if the sewer 
interceptor is not replaced. 

The review also pointed out 
that there were alternatives 
to dumping directly into the 
St. Lawrence, such as the use 
of tankers to collect the sew-
age. However, despite their 
recommendations and con-
ditions, this environmental 
panel did not call for an 
outright halt to the dump-
ing. The final decision was 
left up to McKenna. 

McKenna’s approval of 
the plan also came with 
conditions. For example, 
McKenna required the city 
to visually survey the re-
lease and clean up affected 
areas and monitor water 
quality throughout the 
dump. However, Lee Will-
banks does not think that 
enough is being done.

As the Upper St. Law-
rence Riverkeeper and Ex-
ecutive Director of Save the 
River, one of 250 Waterkeep-
er organizations worldwide, 
Willbanks sees the dumping 
of wastewater into the St. 
Lawrence as a crucial battle-
ground in the defense of 
fresh water. 

“The conditions imposed 
by Environment Canada do 
nothing to diminish the ef-
fects of the discharge,” said 
Willbanks in an interview 
with the Leveller. “Given 
the city’s previous callous 
disregard for incorporating 
the health of its citizens in 
its planning, it is hard to be 
confident in the legitimacy 
of this after-the-fact effort.” 

Indeed, Montréal’s his-
tory of dealing with its sew-
age is spotty. Its treatment 
system only became fully 
operational in the late 90s. 
Until that point, raw sewage 
was a regular sight in the St. 
Lawrence river. In fact, ac-
cording to CBC, Montréal 
has dumped raw sewage 
from the same interceptor 
system into the river even 
more recently. From 2003 
through 2005, Montréal re-
leased approximately 18 bil-
lion litres of sewage into the 
St. Lawrence. 

“The image of a world-
class city dumping raw sew-
age; that doesn’t fit,” said 
Willbanks. “You can make 
practical, as well as social 
and environmental argu-

ments for why we should 
keep our waterways clean.” 

Similar arguments are be-
ing made by the Kahnawà:ke 
Mohawks, who have been 
protesting the decision to 
dump since its announce-
ment. According to Akohser-
ake Deer, one of the organiz-
ers of these protests, the St. 
Lawrence River is crucial to 
the Kahnawà:ke way of life. 

“We use it for everything, 
really,” Deer told the Level-
ler. “We have fishermen that 
use it. We take our kids to 
the river to swim. We live 
right on the river and have 
for many years.” 

The Kahnawà:ke Mo-
hawks have been very vo-
cal in the fight against the 
dump, sending several 
strongly-worded open let-
ters to Mayor Coderre. Thus 
far, none of their attempts 
have been met with any re-
sponse. They lit a fire at the 
base of the Mercier Bridge 
on Oct. 17 and have had a 
continued presence there, 
which Deer says has helped 
to make the dumping more 
visible to the general public. 

More recently, the Indig-
enous group fully blocked 
the access ramp to the Mer-
cier Bridge for two nights, 
before reopening the road 
on the morning of Nov. 12. 
On the afternoon of Nov. 11, 
students from Kahnawà:ke 
Survival School also held a 
walkout protest. 

“People pass us and they 
stop and ask us for an up-
date: ‘What’s going on? Is 
Montréal still dumping?’” 
said Deer. “It’s really be-
ing kept under the rug, so 
people are stopping for in-
formation.” 

Deer believes raising 
awareness about this issue is 
part of the responsibilities of 
her community. She points 
out that this is not just an 
issue for the Kahnawà:ke 
but for communities down-
stream, animals, and the en-
vironment. 

“We all have a respon-
sibility to the earth, to take 
care of her,” she said. “It’s 
everybody’s fight so every-
one should be doing any-
thing that they can to try to 
stop this.”

“Giving 
people tickets 
for engaging 
in a form 
of income 
generation 
when they 
clearly require 
the income 
is counter-
intuitive.”



Postdocs at Carleton undertake cutting edge work in 
fi elds such as biology, neuroscience and engineering, and 
are a critical part of the world-class research taking place 
at our university. However, did you know that postdocs:

• earn as little as $25,000 per year with no benefi ts 
despite working full-time for the university?

• work unpaid overtime and have little to no job 
security?

• have no grievance procedure to protect them in 
confl icts with their supervisors, who they depend on for 
their references and working conditions?

This situation is causing unacceptable fi nancial hardships 
and stress, and is unsustainable.

We at the Carleton University Postdoctoral Association 
(CUPA) are working to change this. We are currently 
negotiating our fi rst collective agreement with the 
university administration to improve our working 
conditions. Specifi cally, we are asking for:

• benefi ts, just like other full-time employees at 
Carleton

• a guarantee that our wages will not erode with 
infl ation

 
Please support us by signing our petition:

psac-ncr.com

WANTED: 
A FAIR CONTRACT FOR CARLETON’S POSTDOCS

CUPA
Carleton University 

Postdoctoral Association
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cAmPus

south AfricAn stuDents tAke 
to streets, close universities

Dub Poet brings consent 
culture week to A close 

stuDent sAfety shoulD 
not be A hierArchy

Jorge González  
and René Raad

What began as a local 
protest among students at 
the University of Witwa-
tersrand in Johannesburg, 
South Africa on Oct. 14 ul-
timately culminated into 
a nation-wide response to 
rising tuition fees. Having 
to contend with dispropor-
tionately high tuition fees in 
the 2015 academic year, uni-
versity students across the 
country took to the streets, 
stalled university campuses, 
and marched on Parliament 
in Cape Town and Union 
buildings in Pretoria to 
voice their indignation of a 
fee rise of 10.5 per cent. 

In a matter of days, so-
cial networks like Twitter 
and Facebook connected 
students from across South 
Africa, which propelled the 
mobilization of students 
eventually leading to the 
closure of most major uni-
versities. By Oct. 21, the stu-
dent demonstrations had 
descended upon President 
Jacob Zuma’s offices in Pre-
toria, where he announced 
to the nation that student 
fees would not rise for the 
2016 academic year.

The student protests 
in South Africa have been 
characterized as historic 
and monumental in scope. 
Government ministers and 
university administrators 
had been discussing and 

debating fee increases and 
the paradox of free tertiary 
education in South Africa 
for upwards of three years. 
The ruling African Na-
tional Congress, which has 
been in power since 1994, 
maintains a platform of 
free and accessible tertiary 
education for all South Af-
ricans. In spite of the insti-
tutional and political grid-
lock plaguing the nation’s 
universities, these students 
have changed the relation-
ship between government, 
educators, and students 
forever. Although students 
have historically been 
written off as apathetic, 
the recent protests across 
South Africa have shown 
politicians and university 

administrators that even 
the least powerful people 
can create significant social 
change.

The protests in South 
Africa united under the 
hashtag #FeesMustFall and 
ultimately led to a short-
lived success for the na-
tion’s higher-education 
students. In spite of the 
decision to not raise fees in 
2016, South African Min-
ister for Higher Education 
and Training, Blade Nzi-
mande, has been the source 
of ire and frustration for 
many students, community 
members, and opposition 
politicians. Even after the 
cessation of the majority of 
protests across South Africa, 
many have called for Nzi-

Leigh-Ann worrell

Activists committed to 
building a consent culture on 
campus may be perpetuating 
non-consensual behaviours 
in their work by abusing 
power in particular spaces, 
asserted dub poet and edu-
cator d’bi.young anitafrika 
during a keynote address on 
Oct. 22. This talk concluded 
Carleton University’s 2015 
Consent Culture Week.

Co-hosted by the Gradu-
ate Students Association’s 
(GSA) Consent Culture 
Committee, CUSA, the 
Womyn’s Centre, and the 
Carleton Disability Aware-
ness Centre, this week of 
events is intended to pro-
mote consent culture on 
campus and deconstruct 
unhealthy power structures. 

“We are working on 
changing rape culture on 
campuses and we are work-
ing with small groups of 
people...Inside intimate 
spaces, there is so much to 
be worked out. If people 
aren’t willing to do the vast 
amount of unlearning we 
need to do, there goes the 
revolution,” said anitafrika 
during the address.

Drawing on her experi-
ences as a mother of two, 
the award-winning actress 
and playwright encour-
aged those gathered in 
Fenn Lounge in Carleton’s 
Glengarry residence build-
ing to examine how they 
identify within particular 
situations and to be aware 
of instances where power is 
being abused.

“Culture teaches us 
about consent. Our environ-
ment teaches us about con-
sent and the power that we 
have. In relation to my chil-
dren, it is about how I relate 
to them and what I project 
onto them,” young anitafri-
ka added.

The Jamaican-
Canadian’s pre-
sentation was 
guided by four 
principles from 
dub poetry: self-
knowledge, oral-
ity, rhythm, and 
political content 
and context. She 
also treated the 
audience to a 
selection of dub 
poems and ex-
cerpts from pub-
lished works. 

Fa’Ttima Omran

In light of the growth 
of #BlackLivesMatter into 
a social justice movement 
that addresses visual and 
institutional inequality, it 
is concerning to see the lack 
of action taken by the Uni-
versity of Missouri to ensure 
the safety of Black students 
when they have been target-
ed by specific threats. 

Despite the severity of 
online threats posted on 
the social media platform 
YikYak, which claimed that 
an unknown student would 
“stand there [sic] ground 
and shoot every Black per-
son they see,” the amount 
of collective safety plan-
ning, beyond individual ac-
tion, was minimal. 

Exams were held as usual 
by many professors, many 
of whom, such as associate 
professor Dale Brigham, en-
couraged students to refuse 
to “give into bullies.”

This was the attitude even 
after University of Missouri 
(Mizzou) students reported 
being circled by an unli-
censed blue monster pickup 
truck, while having KKK ref-
erences screeched at them. 
Strangely, even this did not 
register with administration 
as an unnerving act of per-
sonal harassment. Students 
who felt uneasy had their 
requests for campus police 
escorts on and off campus 
denied because their situa-
tion lacked severity. 

There is a marked differ-
ence in the ways that uni-
versities tend to respond to 
threats against the safety of 
their students. 

In October 2015, Wilfrid 
Laurier University’s Water-
loo campus underwent a 
lockdown, which suspend-
ed all classes and discour-
aged commutes to campus. 
This was in response to an 
online bomb threat that 

resulted in the arrest of 22 
year-old U.K. resident Dan-
iel Ransem. Ransem faces 
charges under the U.K.’s 
Malicious Communications 
Act of 1988, which applies 
to the sending of electron-
ic messages that result in 
distress or anxiety with a 
maximum of an 18-month 
sentence. 

At the University of 
Toronto (U of T), online 
threats were made under 
the Twitter hashtag #Kill-
Feminists against students 
and staff of the school’s 
Department of Women and 
Gender Studies and the 
Department of Sociology. 
U of T has been criticized 
for their delayed efforts to 
contact the targeted depart-
ments, their subsequent 
investigation and the grad-
ual increase of security pres-
ence at all three campuses. 

There are eerie parallels 
between these threats and 
those acted out in the École 
Polytechnique Massacre over 
25 years ago, with a similar 
sentiment expressed within 
Elliot Rodger’s chilling mi-
sogynist manifesto after the 
Isla Vista Massacre in 2014. 

While U of T issued a 
newsletter that urged stu-
dents and staff to “proceed 
with caution,” administra-
tion chose not to give any 

further details about the 
threats after consultation 
with the Toronto Police 
Service. 

Professors at Mizzou and 
local law enforcement of-
ficials alike have chosen to 
dismiss the safety concerns 
of Black students. An email 
response from a professor 
stated that the University 
of Missouri is a big campus 
and students should not 
feel paralyzed by fear. Un-
fortunately, these unsympa-
thetic responses may come 
down to the experience of 
power and privilege. Whose 
right to pursue an educa-
tion is truly being valued in 
this kind of response? Had 
this been a threat to the en-
tire student body, could we 
suspect more active precau-
tions taken? 

A generic threat always 
targets the stereotypical uni-
versity student. The lives of 
white, cisgendered students 
from affluent backgrounds, 
in the above examples, seem 
to take precedence over the 
protection of women, self-
identified feminists, or ra-
cialized students. 

The vigilance given to-
wards one demographic 
is met without question-
ing the legitimacy of their 
claims nor with any sym-
pathizing with the offend-

Student protestors at University of Stellenbosch.  Photo: Aldi du Toit

mande’s resignation as he 
has continued to shift the 
blame for poor service de-
livery in tertiary education, 
the source of the protests, 
and students’ role therein. 

On Nov. 3, student lead-
ers and the Student Rep-
resentative Council at the 
University of Western Cape 
(UWC) in Cape Town en-
tered negotiations with ad-
ministrators, resulting in 
the extended closure of the 
university. The student pro-

tests across the country have 
affected year-end exams and 
the ongoing closure of UWC 
and the University of Johan-
nesburg have continued to 
delay the academic year. 
Although many student 
leaders have voiced disap-
pointment in the political 
establishment’s reactions to 
their protests, others main-
tain their resolve due to the 
unifying solidarity experi-
enced by South Africans of 
all backgrounds.

Rising Fees lead to Nationwide Protest

d’bi.young addresses consensual 
frameworks within activist groups

University of Missouri disregards 
threats against Black students

 “Inside intimate 
spaces, there is so 
much to be worked 
out. If people aren’t 
willing to do the vast 
amount of unlearning 
we need to do, there 
goes the revolution.”

Stating that all lives matter 
maintains hierarchical 
structures that treat the 
concerns of black students as 
only paranoia, while generic 
threats to the entire student 
population are a pandemic.

 Photo by Rashawn Griffith

ers. Systematic oppression 
is always faulted by those 
impacted by epistemic 
violence, but not often by 
those inflicting it. 

Discomfort is experi-
enced when the privilege 
nexus is not fully interro-
gated. Classroom settings 
and communities can hold 
Eurocentric biases. Even by 
the most well-intended of 
allies, power imbalances 
can be maintained as sta-
tus quo. 

Consider whose history 
is set as the core curriculum 
and whose lived experience 
can only be pursued as a 
university minor or elective. 

Even Disability Studies 
at Carleton University, af-
ter the advocacy required to 
bring it into the intellectual 
spectrum, is available as 
only a minor. 

Which scholars are cited 
as the cutting edge of their 
field? Those with highly 
privileged backgrounds 
maintain their space in 
legitimacy but that space 
is continually being chal-
lenged by growth and re-
sistance. 

The politics of the Black 
Lives Matter movement are 
continually resonant in 
North America, whether 
in the stunning tributes to 

the Black trans community, 
as well as victims of police 
violence, that are viciously 
defaced, or in the poli-
tics of everyday life, which 
force a choice between per-
sonal safety and personal 
freedom. For lives to truly 
matter, these realities must 
be acknowledged and re-
sponded to with surround-
ing mobilization and sup-
port. Stating that all lives 
matter maintains hierarchi-
cal structures that treat the 
concerns of Black students 
as only paranoia, while ge-
neric threats to the entire 
student population are a 
pandemic.
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the river, the PeoPle 
AnD the inDustry

blAck lives mAtter bAcklAsh

trAnsformAtion 
towArD the 
“home fire”

Fazeela Jiwa  

On Nov. 4, a large group 
packed into Octopus Books’ 
Centretown community 
classroom event to hear the 
history of the Ottawa River 
Watershed. Peter Di Gangi, 
the Research Director for Al-
gonquin Nations Secretariat, 
told a story that spanned 
from the ice age to today’s 
land claims and contesta-
tions in the area. 

The powerful Ottawa Riv-
er runs for 1,271 km, from 
the headwaters at Lake Capi-
mitchigama, through Lake 
Temiscamingue and over 
the Chaudière Falls, joining 
with the Rideau and Gatin-
eau Rivers, and draining 
into the Lake of Two Moun-
tains and the St. Lawrence 
River near Montréal. It was 
used for thousands of years 
as the main transportation 
waterway by the many peo-
ples who lived in the area, 
known today as Algonquins. 
It was a robustly used trade 
route that could take a boat 
to the interior of Canada or 
out into the Atlantic Ocean, 
making it a large part of the 
pre-settler economy. 

Di Gangi described the 
more recent history of the 

Ottawa River as one of indus-
try, beginning with the fur 
trade. The river is flanked by 
forests on either side, which 
at the time of the fur traders 
were old growth. Logging of 
these forests began in earnest 
in the Hull/Ottawa area in 
the early 1800s, and soon the 
waterway was clogged with 
logs, making trade very dif-
ficult and creating economic 
hardship. 

The arrival of lumbermen 
also put many pressures on 
Algonquin people who lived 
in the area, Di Gangi noted. 
They brought diseases such 
as influenza, tuberculosis 
and smallpox. The timber 
licenses granted to settlers 
displaced Algonquins from 
their homes, forcing them 
to watch from a distance 
as their lands were logged, 
their animals over-hunted 
for fur and their waterways 
blocked from regular use. 

“Impacts on the Algon-
quins were usually dra-
matic,” Di Gangi said at 
the event. “Before the ac-
tual arrival of lumbermen 
[there was] disease. Then 
[there was] habitat destruc-
tion and competition for 
game from the lumber-
men, then dispossession of 
lands from colonization.” 

As an example of the de-
cline in Algonquin popula-
tions due to industry and 
settlement, Di Gangi used 
the numbers from Temis-
camingue: Algonquins 
made up 77 per cent of the 
population in 1871, and 
this had declined to three 
per cent by 1901. 

Abundant lumber 
helped the advent of the 
pulp and paper industry 
by 1840. The river was be-
ing dammed in the 19th 
century to control the flow 
of floating logs for sale 
and use, but the “early [to] 
mid 20th century saw first 
the construction of dams 
for storage, reservoirs for 
flood and water flow con-
trol, [and] from the 1920s 
to 1950s was the phase of 
construction of the hydro 
dams,” Di Gangi said. In 
his lecture, he described 
how key players in the hy-
droelectric industry lobbied 
the government for reser-
voirs that would control the 
flow of the river and better 
service power hydroelectric 
generators. The creation of 
reservoirs such as Cabonga 
in the Barriere and Rapide 
Lakes area flooded large 
portions of lands where Al-
gonquin people lived. 

R.J. Pate  

Chris Christie, New Jer-
sey’s governor and current 
Republican presidential 
candidate, known for his 
distaste of the Black Lives 
Matter movement, accused 
the movement of promoting 
the “murder of police.”

Christie made the claim 
on CBS’s Face the Nation on 
Oct. 25 that the Black Lives 
Matter movement, through 
its protests and calls-to-ac-
tion, is creating an environ-
ment that could put police 
officers’ lives at risk. 

To provide some context, 
the Black Lives Matter move-

ment was founded largely 
as a response to the unjust 
killings of unarmed African-
Americans by police officers. 
The movement has found 
a large following in the 
United States, where death 
by police brutality is now a 
high profile issue. Many of 
those who have been mur-
dered are now household 
names.

The 2012 movement 
originated from the mur-
der of Trayvon Martin, an 
unarmed African-American 
teenager. Martin’s killer, 
George Zimmerman, a 
“concerned” community-
member, was acquitted in 

the case. This case is a prime 
example of why our police 
systems are being ques-
tioned and why protesters 
are attracted to movements 
like Black Lives Matter.

In a statement made in 
September, Black Lives Mat-
ter claimed that conserva-
tive figures like Christie 
are trying to construe the 
movement as a danger to 
officers. This statement goes 
on to say that Black Lives 
Matter is “targeting the 
brutal system of policing, 
not individual police.” The 
conservative reaction is to 
consider this an inaccurate 
description of reality. 

Ajay Parasram  

Taiaiake Alfred, a Mo-
hawk intellectual and 
University of Victoria pro-
fessor, gave two powerful 
presentations at Carleton 
University and the Univer-
sity of Ottawa on Nov. 12 
and 13, respectively. On 
the invitation of the Car-
leton Centre for Aborigi-
nal Culture and Education, 
Aboriginal Service Centre 
and the Graduate Student 
Association, Alfred dis-
cussed the importance of 
Indigenous “resurgence” 
as a counterpoint to the 
mainstream politics of rec-
onciliation in Canada. The 
challenge of resurgence, 
Alfred said, is to transform 
yourself, moving actively 
away from colonialism and 
towards the “home fire.”

This theme was essential 
to both talks. “Men’s ideas 
about what it means to be a 

man, a husband and part of 
a family are colonized,” Al-
fred told the crowd at UOt-
tawa. Drawing on the ex-
ample of his home territory 
in Kahnawà:ke, he explained 
that masculinity tends to 
be expressed through la-
crosse, iron working and 
the military. These limited 
pathways for masculinity 
are corrupted and distorted 
by colonial capitalism, mak-
ing the task of reconnecting 
to Indigenous masculinity 
through the land a difficult, 
but necessarily transforma-
tive process.

Resurgence, in this line 
of thinking, requires three 
things which he named ART: 
being Accountable to a com-
munity, being Rooted to the 
land, and embodying Trans-
formation. Alfred explained 
at his Carleton presentation 
how land rights are much 
deeper than simply creat-
ing new treaties. He used 

the example of how mod-
ern capitalism and indus-
trialization have poisoned 
the land and have severed 
lines of knowledge, which 
had been passed down from 
generation to generation. 
Resurgence requires identi-
fying with the land in ways 
that cannot coexist with 
capitalist and colonial ways 
of being.

Alfred explained how 
colonial and capitalist com-
modification of nature has 
led to pollution and de-
struction, which has alien-
ated people from their col-
lective identities with one 
another and to the land. 
This kind of colonial, capi-
talist violence is never rep-
resented in the liberal logic 
of “land claims,” which 
perverts land by treating it 
as a commodity. The gener-
ational results of this kind 
of settler-colonial violence, 
has been turning vibrant 

indigenous nations into 
“groups of Individuals on a 
reserve,”Alfred said. 

Resurgence is about de-
linking from individual 
identities as consumer-cit-
izens in modern colonial 
capitalism, and embracing 
the principles of ART. It is 
something that cannot ex-
ist within “Canada” as we 
know it, because Canada is 
an ongoing colonial project. 

Drawing on the example 
of Wab Kinew’s famous 
monologue calling for a 
“seat at the big table,” Alfred 
instead argued that sitting at 
the big table is not as impor-
tant as re-learning how to 
connect with the land.

“That table was set by 
people who destroyed the 
land and our people and 
crushed our ancestors’ bones 
to build that table…You are 
allowed to be Indigenous, 
so long as you don’t disturb 
that table,” said Alfred.

Ottawa River Watershed 

Today, the entire length 
of the Ottawa River is 
dammed – the water flow is 
regulated from the headwa-
ters to the basin for the pur-
pose of industry. 

Today, the industry lay-
ing claim to this area is lux-
ury boutique condo devel-
opment, which proposes 
to build on the Chaudière 
and Albert Islands, just 
west of downtown Ottawa. 
This is controversial as the 
area is a sacred Algonquin 
site, and the City of Otta-
wa and the National Capi-
tal Commission agreed to 
the development without 

consulting all ten Algon-
quin nations, whose tra-
ditional lands include this 
unceded area. 

When the topic of Wind-
mill Developments’ Zibi 
project came up as a ques-
tion after Di Gangi’s lecture, 
he said that while the four 
Algonquin nations that he 
works with (Wolf Lake, Te-
miscamingue, Eagle Village, 
and Barriere Lake) oppose 
the development, many oth-
er Algonquin nations have 
not, to his knowledge, made 
the same public protesta-
tions. The communities do 
not have unity on this sub-

the damming history of the Ottawa River Watershed

Conservatives react to movement success

taiaiake alfred on indigenous 
Resurgence and Masculinity

news

ject, and Di Gangi stressed 
that outsiders must be will-
ing to listen with respect to 
the conversations between 
these communities. “Every-
one thinks Indians are sup-
posed to be the same, but 
they aren’t,” Di Gangi said. 
“Each community is differ-
ent and has different factors 
at work that influence their 
decision-making.” 

If you’re interested in 
these subjects and more, Pe-
ter Di Gangi will be speak-
ing at Octopus Books Cen-
tretown again on Dec. 8. You 
can sign up on the Octopus 
Books website for $10. 

cAmPus

Christie has also criti-
cized Obama’s support of 
the movement, especially as 
the movement has become 
an election issue in the 2016 
presidential campaign.

This has encouraged 
other politicians to take a 
firm stance on these issues 
as well, including Martin 
O’Malley, a Democratic Par-
ty candidate who once re-
fused to support the move-
ment and is now openly 
supportive. 

“Black lives matter, and 
we have a lot of work to do 
to reform our criminal jus-
tice system and to address 
race relations in our coun-
try,” O’Malley stated during 
a televised presidential de-
bate on Oct. 13.

Statements, construed as 

verified facts, have become 
more common over the past 
few months. These state-
ments further condemn 
Black Lives Matter, suggest-
ing  that the movement has 
had a large impact on the 
number of police deaths 
caused by civilians. These 
statements, more often 
than not, come from right-
wing websites or sources 
like Fox News.

Many of these conser-
vative statements focus on  
the effect of chants that 
encourage violence within 
public protests and against 
police officers. In response 
to video evidence show-
ing these violent acts being 
perpetrated in reality, Black 
Lives Matter has released 
an official statement that 

they do not condone these 
acts. 

While protests in support 
of the movement have oc-
curred across North Amer-
ica, Black Lives Matter says 
they seek “to end the system 
of policing that allows for 
unchecked violence against 
Black people.”

Websites like Killed By 
Police (killedbypolice.net) 
and Officer Down Memorial 
Page (odmp.org) provide 
up-to-date information on 
deaths within the respective 
Black and police communi-
ties. Killed By Police has sta-
tistics, going back to May 1, 
2013, on civilians killed by 
police in the United States. 
It has remained a reliable 
source to movement sup-
porters since.

Photo: Ajay Parasram
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les Sans-culottes 
étaient les 
révolutionnaires 
radicaux pendant la 
révolution française 
(vers 1789). leur 
nom émanait des 
pantalons qu’ils 
portaient au lieu 
de la culotte courte 
et des bas, portés 
par les nobles et 
les bourgeois.

Nous acceptons 
actuellement des articles 
en français pour la 
prochaine édition du 
Leveller.

Envoyez vos articles à 
editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com. 

Si vous avez de 
l’expérience dans la 
révision de textes en 
français, contactez-nous!

LE LeveLLeR 
éTEND SES 
BRANCHES!

que le simple fait de trouver 
qui parrainer serait ardu. « 
Parrainer comme groupe 
de deux à cinq personnes 
[comme le permet le gou-
vernement du Québec], c’est 
vraiment conçu ceux qui 
veulent parrainer des mem-
bres de leurs familles, et non 
pas pour un groupe comme 
le nôtre, qui n’a pas de lien 
préexistant avec des familles 
syriennes », explique Josée 
Madéia Cyr-Charlebois, 
porte-parole du groupe. En 
effet, aucune liste de réfugiés 
potentiels, en attente d’être 
jumelés avec une famille 
québécoise, ne lui était ac-
cessible.

Cette liste n’est dis-
ponible qu’aux organisa-
tions d’aide aux réfugiés 
ayant signé une entente 
avec le ministère de 
l’Immigration, de la Di-
versité et de l’Inclusion du 
Québec. Seules une dizaine 
d’organisations, dont Ac-
cueil Parrainage-Outaouais, 
auraient signé une telle en-
tente. Ces organisations gui-
dent ceux qui veulent par-
rainer des réfugiés, en plus 
de désengorger le processus 
du Ministère en filtrant les 
propositions de parrainage 
et en identifiant celles qui 
sont sérieuses.

Mme Cyr-Charlebois af-
firme qu’« avoir le soutien 
d’Accueil Parrainage-Out-
aouais est d’une valeur 
inestimable. [Cela] nous 
permet de venir en aide à 
des réfugiés qui sont déjà 
identifiés et approuvés par 
le gouvernement du Québec 

». Avant de leur avoir parlé, 
le succès du projet semblait 
très incertain, précise-t-elle.

...coûteux, mais ô 
combien porteur 
d’espoir.

Suite à la promesse du 
gouvernement libéral de 
recevoir 25 000 réfugiés 
syriens d’ici la fin de 2015, 
Petite-Nation sans fron-
tières peut espérer accueillir 
les familles parrainées sans 
avoir à attendre le délai ha-
bituel de près de cinq ans. 
Toutefois, le rassemble-
ment ne pourra échapper 
au coût de la démarche par 
laquelle il se porte garant 
de ces familles pour les trois 
premières années après leur 
arrivée.

Pour le seul dépôt d’une 
demande de parrainage 
auprès du gouvernement, 
Petite-Nation sans frontières 
doit débourser 12 000$ 
pour une famille de quatre 
et 10 000$ pour accueillir un 
couple. Cela, sans compter 
les besoins, financiers et au-
tres,  qu’auront ces familles à 
leur arrivée. L’aide du public 
est nécessaire. « On aimerait 
amasser 35 000$, mais idé-
alement ce serait plus près 
de 50 000$. Ces familles au-
ront non seulement besoin 
d’aide pour subvenir à leurs 
besoins primaires, mais dev-
ront rebâtir leur vie, confie 
Mme Cyr-Charlebois. Elles 
ont tout perdu, et on veut 
qu’elles se sentent chez elles, 
confortables. »

À ce jour, Petite-Nation 
sans frontières a réuni, sous 

Tenir bon
Les exactions subies par les réfugiés 
poussent des groupes locaux à agir.

forme de dons et de prêts, 
les fonds nécessaires pour 
débuter la démarche de 
parrainage pour la famille 
de quatre. Pour Mme Cyr-
Charlebois, « c’est surréel! 
Et fantastique. Surtout […] 
que les chances que ces 
familles arrivent avant la fin 
de l’année sont très bonnes. 
On a tous et toutes bien hâte 
de les savoir en sécurité et au 
chaud. »

s’engager autrement

Le parrainage est un 
engagement financier im-
portant qui n’est pas acces-
sible à tous. Il y a toutefois 
d’autres façons de soutenir 
les réfugiés.

« Nous voulons faire 
notre part en rassemblant 
la population autour de cet 
enjeu afin d’en d’explorer 
les solutions et d’étudier 
comment nous pouvons 
travailler ensemble pour ac-
cueillir les réfugiés à Ottawa 
» explique Aditya Rao, étu-
diant en droit à l’Université 
d’Ottawa et membre de Ref-
ugees Welcome Ottawa.

Ce groupe d’éducation 
populaire organise une série 
d’événements à la fin no-
vembre afin d’explorer dif-
férentes façons de soutenir 
et d’intégrer dans la com-
munauté ottavienne ceux et 
celles qui y seront admis.

Pour le groupe, il est 
également important de 
mettre en lumière la dure 
réalité et les obstacles lo-
gistiques auxquels font face 
les personnes qui se voient 
obligées de quitter leur pays 

pour sauver leur peau sans 
savoir s’ils survivront au 
voyage. Et même une fois 
arrivés au Canada, les défis 
sont importants. Jacque-
line Romero, de la Carty 
House, souligne qu’ils « ont 
besoin de logement à prix 
abordable, de nourriture, 
de soutien légal, d’accès aux 
traitements médicaux, de 
cours de langue ou de for-
mation professionnelle ».

Tant pour Refugees Wel-
come Ottawa que pour la 
Carty House, il faut agir 
maintenant, tout en recon-
naissant que la crise des 
réfugiées est bien plus large 
que celle des réfugiés syriens 
: elle est permanente, et les 
besoins sont criants. En ef-
fet, il y a près de 19,5 mil-
lions de réfugiés dans le 
monde à l’heure actuelle, 
et, explique Mme Rome-
ro, « le Canada reçoit des 
réfugiés d’autres pays, tels 

que l’Ouganda, le Nigéria, 
la Colombie, la République 
démocratique du Congo ou 
le Burundi. »

C’est pour cela que 
l’objectif global de Refugees 
Welcome Ottawa quant à 
la question des réfugiés est 
« de revendiquer une poli-
tique claire et fondée sur des 
principes humanitaires et 
des actions gouvernementa-
les en rapport à leur réinstal-
lation, en plus de soutenir 
la société civile qui cherche 
à intégrer les réfugiés qui 
arrivent. Nous voulons que 
la question des réfugiés à 
Ottawa reste au centre de 
l’attention » conclut M. Rao.

 
*****
Pour plus d’informations 

sur et faire un don à Petite-
Nation sans frontières, visitez 
www.petitenationsansfron-
tieres.ca

Tân Lâm Tú Vân 

La crise syrienne, qui fait 
rage depuis des années, met 
en évidence les difficultés et 
obstacles auxquels font face 
les réfugiés et demandeurs 
d’asile.

Dans la région, des or-
ganisations locales se mo-
bilisent afin de venir en aide 
aux réfugiés.

Petite-Nation sans fron-
tières est un rassemblement 
de citoyens et citoyennes 
qui a entamé des démarch-
es de parrainage privé afin 
d’accueillir deux familles à 
la Petite-Nation, Québec.

À Ottawa, Refugees Wel-
come Ottawa, un groupe 
d’éducation populaire, 
cherche à sensibiliser la 
population à la situation 
précaire des réfugiés et mi-
lite pour des changements 
à long terme des politiques 
d’immigration. La Carty 
House, maison de transition 
pour femmes réfugiées et de-
mandeuses d’asile, apporte 
quant à elle du soutien à ces 
femmes une fois arrivées en 
sol canadien.  

Le parrainage privé, un 
processus Laborieux,...

Lorsque Petite-Nation 
sans frontières a décidé de 
parrainer une famille syri-
enne, le rassemblement s’est 
rapidement rendu compte 

lèmes sociaux de la commu-
nauté et a résoudre les con-
flits » raconte Mandy. Un tel 
travail se révèle très difficile 
au plan personnel : « Il faut 
être capable de prendre de 
la distance. Quand je pars 
en forêt, je suis capable de 
mettre ça de côté et de me 
ressourcer » renchérie-t-elle.

L’importance des 
femmes autochtones 
à WasWanipi

Comme partout au Cana-
da, le problème des femmes 
autochtones assassinées et dis-
parues résonne dans la com-
munauté de Waswanipi : « Je 
sens vraiment que les femmes 
autochtones sont un groupe à 
haut risque au Canada » se dé-
sole Mandy Gull. « Cette an-
née, une femme de Mistassini 
est disparue à Montréal. Ce 
qui a été unique dans ce cas, 
c’est que toute la nation crie 
s’est unie pour retrouver notre 
sœur disparue. Nous avons 
envoyé des prières et organisé 
des groupes de discussions et 

de soutien. Nous avons beau-
coup supporté la famille de la 
disparue. Quand notre sœur a 
finalement été retrouvée, nous 
lui avons offert tout le soutien 
possible » raconte Mandy.

Dans la culture crie, c’est 
le rôle des femmes de proté-
ger l’eau. C’est pourquoi la 
protection de la vallée de la 
rivière Broadback revêt une 
importance capitale pour les 
femmes de Waswanipi : « Les 
femmes sont reconnues com-
me les protectrices des eaux 
parce que l’eau est source de 
la vie. Oui, la problématique 
de la Broadback est une ques-
tion d’arbres et de régime for-
estier, mais on oublie souvent 
que le sol protège l’eau de 
nos lacs et de nos rivières. Si 
on veut préserver la qualité de 
notre eau, il faut protéger la 
forêt » explique Mandy Gull.

Mandy souhaite attirer 
l’attention sur un volet du 
programme Nishiiyuu Mi-
yupimaatisiiun, qui vise les 
femmes de la communauté. 
Le projet cherche à revivifier 

les savoirs traditionnels en-
tourant la grossesse et le soin 
des bébés. Clara Cooper, 
responsable du projet, ex-
plique la démarche : « Nous 
avons fait des entrevues avec 
plus de cent aînés à trav-
ers les neuf communautés 
cries. Pour les aînés, chaque 
enfant est un cadeau et doit 
faire l’objet de la plus grande 
appréciation possible. Nous 
faisons un suivi avec chaque 
mère pour s’assurer qu’elles 
ne fument pas et ne consom-
ment pas d’alcool pendant 
leurs grossesses. Nous leur 
donnons également un sac 
avec tous les items que les 
aînés utilisaient. Nous leur 
apprenons à s’en servir afin 
que ce savoir ne disparaisse 
pas » explique-t-elle.

Mandy Gull a encore qua-
tre ans à faire pour effectuer 
son mandat au conseil. La 
protection de la vallée de la 
rivière Broadback et le loge-
ment sont ses principaux 
chevaux de bataille.

Émile Duchesne

Cet article est paru sur rico-
chet.media le 22 septembre 2015

Sur invitation des Cris 
de Waswanipi, Émile Duch-
esne a passé cinq jours sur 
le territoire d’Eeyou-Istchee 
en compagnie d’une déléga-
tion de Cris. Il a documenté 
pour Ricochet les ravages des 
coupes forestières sur le terri-
toire cri, mais aussi la beauté 
de la rivière Broadback, l’un 
des derniers segments de 
forêt boréale vierge au Qué-
bec. Durant ces cinq jours, 
Émile Duchesne a aussi été 
témoin du mode de vie des 
Cris et de leur détermination 
à sauver ce qu’il reste d’intact 
sur leur territoire.

Dernier d’une série de 
trois, cet article dresse un 
portrait de Mandy Gull, chef 
adjointe et l’une des seules 
femmes élues au Conseil des 
Cris de Waswanipi. Mandy 
fait partie de ces jeunes au-
tochtones qui ont choisi de 
mettre à profit l’éducation 
qu’ils ont reçue à l’université 
pour préserver le patrimoine 
et la spécificité culturelle des 
peuples autochtones.
____

« J’ai demandé à mon 
grand-père si les Cris avaient 
déjà fait la guerre. Il m’a dit 
que son grand-père lui avait 

Mandy Gull : portrait d’une battante

11 MilliONS
C’est, selon l’Observatoire syrien des droits de la 
personne, le nombre de Syriens déplacés par le 
conflit qui affecte leur pays depuis 2011. Toujours 
selon l’Observatoire, plus de 250 000 Syriens ont 
été tués et plus de deux millions, blessés.

4 MilliONS
En date du 3 novembre 2015, le Haut-
Commissariat des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés 
(HCR) comptait plus de quatre millions de réfugiés 
syriens.

19,5 MilliONS
C’est le nombre de réfugiés dans le monde, selon 
le dernier rapport du HCR. De ce nombre, seuls 
100 000 seront accueillis dans des pays ayant un 
programme d’accueil aux réfugiés.

23 277
C’est le nombre de réfugiés admis au Canada en 
2014. Ce chiffre comprend les réfugiés parrainés 
par le privé ou par le gouvernement, ceux qui 
se présentent aux frontières du Canada et les 
personnes à leur charge à l’étranger.

raconté qu’une fois, un au-
tochtone venant du Sud était 
arrivé avec les commerçants 
de la Compagnie de la Baie 
d’Hudson. Cet homme-là 
était vraiment agressif et avait 
toujours sa hache avec lui. Les 
Cris ne connaissaient pas ça. 
C’était un comportement qui 
leur était totalement étranger. 
On est vraiment un peuple 
pacifique. Même aujourd’hui, 
personne ne s’est jamais en-
gagé dans l’armée sauf une 
seule. » — Mandy Gull, chef 
adjointe au Conseil de Cris de 
Waswanipi.

conjuguer tous 
Les rôLes

Diplômée en science poli-
tique, Mandy Gull a travaillé 
longtemps au conseil de 
bande avant de se présenter 
comme conseillère. « Il y a 
très peu de femmes élues 
dans les communautés cries. 
J’ouvre la voie en quelque 
sorte » explique Mandy.

La vie de tous les jours 
comme élue au conseil 
représente son lot de défis 
: « C’est vraiment un travail 
exigeant. On est chef 24 
heures sur 24 et 7 jours sur 
7. Les gens viennent souvent 
se confier à nous et il est de 
notre devoir de les écouter. 
On s’attend à faire du tra-
vail plus politique, mais on 
se retrouve à gérer les prob-

Photo: Simon Couturier



no one would tell 
someone with 
cancer that going for 
a walk will help their 

disease. Saying so to someone 
with a mental illness is no 
more correct, and represents a 
classic symptomatic response 
to mental conditions that are 
complex and ongoing.  

this is a common misconception, 
one that i can personally relate to as a 
student at Carleton University. When i 
began to struggle with my own mental 
health, i reached out to centres on 
campus but many people addressed 
me with inappropriate and problematic 
comments. 

For example, a woman once saw me 
crying at my locker so she offered to 
walk me to the campus health centre 
and arranged for me to speak with 
someone. When i met with one of 
the doctors, she asked me what was 
wrong. 

When i began to explain, the doctor 
stopped me, told me she had many 

patients to see and asked me 
to give her a short version 

of why i was upset at that 
moment. So i briefly 

explained as well as i 
could, as i was crying. 

When i finished, she 
said, “that’s it? 
get over it. Just 
do well in your 
classes and get 
over it.”

When i left, 
i was crying 
more than 
i had been 

when i arrived. it would have been 
amazing to have just gotten over it but 
the problem was not that simple. i was 
later diagnosed with Post-traumatic 
Stress disorder. 

in 2009, in order to help regulate 
the response to students in need 
of mental health support, Carleton 
University became the first Canadian 
university to implement the Student 
Mental Health Framework: A Guide for 
Supporting Students in Distress. this 
document is meant to help faculty and 
administrative staff members facilitate 
the needs of students who are suffering 
from issues related to mental health. 
However, as the title of the document 
may suggest, it has been criticized for 
the fact that it only refers to students 
who are visibly “in distress” and does 
not address methods of preventing 
students from reaching this point. 

this academic year, Carleton is re-
evaluating the Student Mental Health 
Framework to review its risk mitigation 
and crisis-based approach, as it only 
offers faculty the tools to address 
visible signs of distress with the key 
objective of mitigating risk. risk in this 
instance is described as “any event or 
action that has an adverse effect on 
the university’s ability to achieve its 
objectives,” which includes risks to the 
health of the community and risks of 
litigation. 

the review will also be seeking to 
improve upon the 2009 framework 
to address other concerns that have 
arisen in the interim, such as access 
to mental health support for students 
and training for faculty and staff. With 
the framework being opened up to 
review, now is the time for students to 
voice their concerns. 

on nov. 10, lucie langford, a 
Student alliance for mental Health 

(SamH) associate, spoke to this on 
oPirg roots radio on CKCU 93.1 
Fm. “if faculty are becoming aware of 
students in distress,” she said, “then 
perhaps it’s gone a little too far and 
maybe there’s something we can do 
for students before they get to that 
visibly distressed point.”

to this end, SamH is forming 
a student-led committee in order 
to inform this review process. 
While they already have their own 
representatives on the review board, 
SamH comprehends the importance of 
engaging with students and identifying 
problem areas via student feedback.

“if we’re going to do something to 
help [students],” langford explained, 
“it should really be informed from their 
experience. and i think they’re the ones 
who are best situated to say ‘this has 
helped me, this is what would help me.’”

“the goal of the meetings 
will be to produce feedback and 
recommendations for the new 
framework, which we will express 
to the admin-led committee,” says 
Charissa Feres, SamH’s director of 
Student issues and equity. 

the core of these recommendations 
will deal with updating the framework’s 
reactionary, crisis-based protocol 
to ensure that it addresses the 
ongoing needs of students. For those 
interested, the first meeting of the 
student-led committee will be nov. 17 
at 6 p.m. (location to be announced). 
all students are welcome to attend. 

drawing upon the needs and 
experiences of students is central to 
most of SamH’s activities, from sharing 
personal accounts of mental illness 
on their online blog to employing peer 
support workers at events like Shine 
the light, which features discussions 
on sexual violence and mental health. 

However, not all student services 
take on such an informed approach to 
mental health, instead treating it more 
like a bandwagon cause that they can 
simply hop on as evidence of their 
civic-mindedness. While the Carleton 
University Students’ association (CUSa) 
appears to challenge the status quo, 
it seems unwilling to take on a direct 
and informed approach that addresses 
issues over the long term. 

CUSa held their annual Pop the 
Stigma campaign from oct. 13-16. 
While the name suggests the intent 
of tackling negative stereotypes 
associated with mental health 
conditions and thus creating a safer 
space for those students, the week did 
not live up to its name.  

according to the Charlatan, SamH 
president Scott Zaikab commented, 
“a week that tried to remove ‘stigma’ 
surrounding mental health should 
do more to focus on specific mental 
illnesses and conditions. a real 
support system would go a long way in 
showing that mental health is a priority 
at this school.” 

nothing about the campaign 
challenged misconceptions about 
mental health. the week consisted 
of several guest speakers, including 
author Chris nimhey, therapy animals, 
yoga and a “wellness workshop.”

Students were also encouraged to 
write messages on pieces of paper 
resembling balloons to be put on 
display in the atrium. these messages 
include supportive phrases like (“You 
are not alone.”) and recommendations 
on how to cope (“take a study break! 
it’s great for your mental health :)”).  

these efforts may help students 
with short-term stress and anxiety, 
but as Zaikab suggests, they lack a 
certain focus and do not effectively 



address the diverse issues that 
should be represented. one of the 
reasons for this problem is that these 
campaigns appear not to be centred 
around mental illness, but rather a 
very general sense of mental health.  

Part of this stems from terminology. 
“mental health,” without further 
clarification, can be a very broad term. 
While mental illnesses like anxiety 
disorders, personality disorders or 
eating disorders do fall under its 
umbrella, the term can also be used to 
describe our daily emotional well-being. 

While acknowledging that the highs 
and lows everyone goes through are 
still important, the structure and focus 
of these campaigns deal with temporary 
solutions. they are not necessarily the 
best resource to either appreciate or 
meet the needs of those with ongoing 
mental illnesses. in this context, these 
ostensibly progressive campaigns 
become symptomatic treatments of 
a generalized sense of depression, a 
simple reminder to relax from the stress 
of assignments and exams. 

depression is likely the most 
publicly discussed mental health 
condition and we cannot change the 
discourse about mental health if we 
only address one illness.

instead of “popping the stigma” 
around mental illnesses, CUSa’s 
mental health campaign can be seen 
as perpetuating stigma through this 
highly generalized and uninformed 
approach to mental health. 

thrive Week, put together by 
SamH, the graduate Students’ 
association and several other campus 
organizations lasts from nov. 16 to 
20. this campaign claims to “[focus] 
on building positive mental health for 
Carleton students, faculty and staff,” 
according to the University’s website.  

However, promotional material for 
the event attempts to clarify their 
position on the matter, quoting the 
World Health organization’s 2006 
statement that mental health “is 
not merely the absence of mental 
illness; it is an essential resource 
for daily living and the foundation for 
effective functioning from cradle to 
grave, enabling people to experience 
life as meaningful and to be creative, 
productive members of society.” 

While thrive Week also has a clear 
bias towards addressing depression, 
the organizers are clear in explaining 
the broad goals of this event and 
providing the resources for further 
support, whereas Pop the Stigma 
must face the high and very specific 
expectations from its very name.

thrive Week adopts activities that 
are comparable to Pop the Stigma, 
including various physical activities, 
visits with therapy animals, yoga 
classes and “recess for adults.”  

Where thrive Week stands out, 
though, is its attempts to meet the 
needs of not only students but those 
of faculty and staff. on top of similar 
physical activities, there will be a handful 
of workshops and lectures for faculty 
and staff, specifically directed towards 
the care of personal mental health, as 
well as the mental health of the students 
that they are there to support.

Bearing these stories and examples in 
mind, the most important consideration 
when discussing mental health in a 
campus setting are the experiences 
of students, so the Leveller has asked 
current Carleton students, with the help 
of SamH, to share their stories. We 
received positive and negative feedback 
but we felt it necessary to include both 
here, in an effort to assist in creating a 
more accurate and productive discourse 
about mental health (and illness) on 
campus. 

ANONyMOUS:

i’ve dealt with mental illness from a young age. 
i’ve been hospitalized numerous times, diagnosed 
with various disorders, seen multiple therapists. 
When i started at Carleton last year, i didn’t have any 
mental health support, but knowing my own history, 
i actively sought out Health & Counselling services 
at the beginning of September. Because i checked 
off the box indicating i had previously attempted 
suicide, they gave me an intake appointment the 
next week. the only thing i remember about that 
appointment is being told, “You have excellent 
grades, you’re attending all your classes, your mental 
health mustn’t be that bad.” it was november by 
the time i was seen by a counselor. the counseling 
itself was ok, but i just didn’t connect with the 
person and i didn’t feel it was the right type of 
therapy i needed. By February, i began seeing a 
private psychologist, paid for by my grandparents. 

this past September, i was struggling and sought 
out support but each campus service i went to told 
me to go somewhere else. i found myself in a string 
of crisis situations where police were called, i was 
handcuffed, and only barely avoided hospitalization. 
there are now places on campus i avoid, people 
i can’t talk to anymore. i’ve had to drop down to 
two courses even though i paid for five. the [Paul 
menton Centre] doesn’t offer any accommodations 
that meet my needs. 

So here i am- a student with a near perfect 
gPa, scholarships, and an elaborate co-curricular 
record, feeling isolated and disconnected from my 
education. a high school teacher once told me 
university would be a perfect fit for me. more often 
than not, i feel they were so wrong. 

SHANNON LEBLANC:

my experiences with mental health at Carleton 
has been a mixed bag to say the least. in my 
personal opinion, while i find the services and 
initiatives at Carleton to be first-rate, the system 
itself needs to be improved, in particular the Health 
and Counselling Services.

For one, the wait times are dismal, especially for 
those in crisis. it took over a month for anyone to 
call me back while i was in crisis, in which i was 
nearly hospitalized. also, while the mental health 
framework helps students with accountability, 
i do not believe a student should be fined $100 
for missing an appointment (which most students 
don’t have), especially if it is for a reason relating 
to their mental health issues, such as anxiety or 
depression. While health care professionals at the 
centre are amazing, the system by which it runs is 
in desperate need of an overhaul.

the initiatives run by the university are unique, 
creative and make a relatively positive impact on 
campus. However, they could perhaps benefit from 
more personal stories from Carleton students (if 
we are willing to open up about our struggles) as 
well as placing more focus on how current services 
at Carleton can be improved (through fundraising, 
awareness or otherwise).

overall, i feel as though Carleton is on the right 
path to creating a stellar mental health program, 
however the challenges that are hindering the 
progress of developing a solid framework are 
immense. We need to not only focus on the 
needs of the student body as a whole, but also 
accommodate the individual needs of students 
by developing a stronger framework and expand 
services on campus.

ANONyMOUS:

two years ago at the end of my first year i was 
struggling a lot with my mental health and decided 
to seek help. i made an appointment at the walk-in 
clinic on campus at Carleton and after two hours of 
waiting to get in, i finally saw a doctor. He suggested 
i go and make an appointment with a counselor, so 
i did. i was told i was put on the waiting list and 
would get a call when a spot opened up for me to 
see someone. after almost 2 weeks of waiting i 
finally got a call so i set up an appointment. i  felt 
like my problems didn't matter as much because 
the wait time was much longer than i expected. after 
the initial appointment i didn’t feel any connection 
to the counselor. i didn’t feel like i could open up 
to them and discuss my problems. i think Carleton 
needs to put a lot more funding into mental health 
support for students as there are not enough 
counselors for the amount of students who are 
trying to seek help. Some students need the help 
immediately and waiting 2 weeks to see someone 
is not acceptable.

ANONyMOUS:

the Paul menton Centre is the best Carleton 
resource for my mental illness. they treat me like 
i'm a normal person, they understand my mental 
illness, and they helped me realize that it is a 
disability. not only that, but they also facilitate my 
accommodations which lets me experience school 
on the same playing field as other students. i 
write my exams in a small, quiet room and i have 
note taking services. i would recommend anybody 
struggling with mental illness at Carleton to go see 
the PmC for help & resources.

ADELiNA MCCALL:

When i began looking at universities to attend i 
knew the importance of finding a school that had 
a positive support system for those who suffered 
from mental illness. as mental illness has impacted 
my life directly, i chose to attend Carleton University 
specifically for their mental health resources. i 
joined SamH (Student alliance for mental Health) 
within the first few months of moving to ottawa 
and realized how important this committee is to 
raising awareness for mental health. SamH not only 
allowed me to stand up with others to help stop the 
stigma of mental health, but also it gave me the 
opportunity to share my story and help others who 
are battling everyday against mental illness. this 
committee hosts many events that provide others 
with information about mental illness and openly 
welcomes new members to help stop the stigma 
and the silence underlying mental illness. Coming 
to Carleton University and getting involved with the 
mental illness support team changed my university 
experience, and i hope our support system here 
continues to grow, allowing others to feel as i did 
when choosing Carleton University.

LiSA kiDD:

i started counselling through the health and 
counselling services in second year. it was about 
a two month wait at the time to see someone, 
which sucked. However, when i finally did get an 
appointment it was so helpful. i gained so many 
tools to help me cope with my anxiety and my doctor 
was super nice, understanding and supportive. i 
had appointments for the rest of the year until i 
felt like i could handle things myself. She seriously 
changed my life and i'm so grateful.

ALySSA:

i am a third year student at Carleton University. 
i am a female, 21 and have an anxiety disorder. i 
found the counselors at Carleton to be helpful for 
short term bouts of anxiety, but would not aid in 
long-term care at dealing with my disorder. the Paul 
menton Centre offers a few accommodations for 
me, but i find them very hard to access, for example: 
receiving notes from students for lectures (the notes 
are not normally available). But when writing exams, 
i am allowed to write in an isolated, quiet area, and 
that has been extremely helpful for my anxiety. the 
campus also once had a therapy dog, but there was 
only a limited time with the dog, and i have yet to see 
any other signs posted since. i feel there should be 
more development into programs that help students 
with their mental health disorders as it ties into their 
education. otherwise, promoting about mental health 
does not help me. i need more accommodations for 
my education, not telling people i have a disorder....
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holDing on tight
exactions against refugees trigger 
actions from local organizations
Tân Lâm Tú Vân

The Syrian crisis, which 
has been raging on for years, 
highlights the challenges and 
obstacles faced by refugees 
and asylum seekers.

Locally, organizations are 
mobilizing to help refugees.

Petite-Nation sans fron-
tières is a community group 
comprised of citizens that 
started a private sponsorship 
process to welcome two fami-
lies to Petite-Nation, Québec.

Refugees Welcome Ot-
tawa, a public advocacy group, 
hopes to raise awareness 

about the precarious situation 
refugees face and advocates for 
long-term changes to Canadi-
an immigration policies. 

Carty House, a transition 
house for female refugee 
claimants and convention 
refugees, offers support to 
women once they arrive in 
Canada.

the private sponsorship 
process: painstaking…

When Petite-Nation sans 
frontières decided to spon-
sor a Syrian family, the group 
quickly realized that it would 
be complicated to even find 

somebody to sponsor. “A two 
to five person sponsorship [as 
encouraged by the Québec 
government] is much more 
accessible for people who 
want to sponsor family mem-
bers, and not for a group like 
ours, which does not have 
pre-existing links with Syrian 
families,” Josée Madéia Cyr-
Charlebois, spokesperson for 
the group, told the Leveller. In 
fact, the group does not have 
access to a list of potential 
refugees waiting to be paired 
with a Québec family.

This list is only avail-
able to organizations pro-

news
have upon their arrival. Help 
from the public is necessary. 
“We wo§uld like to gather 
$35,000; however, ideally 
that amount would be closer 
to $50,000,” said Cyr-Char-
lebois. “These families will 
not only have to provide for 
their basic needs but will also 
have to rebuild their life.” 

“They lost everything and 
we want them to feel at home, 
comfortable,” she added.

To this day, Petite-Nation 
sans frontières has gathered, 
in donations and loans, the 
necessary amount to begin 
the sponsorship process for 
a family of four. “It is unreal, 
fantastic! Especially […] since 
the likelihood that those fam-
ilies arrive before the end of 
the year are really good,” ex-
claimed Cyr-Charlebois. “We 
are all anxious to know they 
are safe and warm.”

aLternative actions

Sponsoring a refugee con-
stitutes an important finan-
cial commitment, one that is 
inaccessible to many. There 
are, however, other ways to 
support refugees.

“We want to do our part 
by bringing people together 
over the issue to explore so-
lutions and consider how we 
can work together to welcome 
refugees to Ottawa,” Aditya 
Rao, a University of Ottawa 
law student and member of 
Refugees Welcome Ottawa, 
explained to the Leveller.

This public advocacy group 
is organizing a series of events 
at the end of November to ex-
plore various ways to support 
and integrate refugees into Ot-
tawa communities.

For Refugees Welcome 
Ottawa, it is equally impor-
tant to shed the light on the 
harsh reality and the logistical 
obstacles faced by those who 
must flee their country for a 
chance to live, not knowing 
whether they will even sur-
vive the journey. In addition, 
important hurdles remain 
once they have arrived in 
Canada. 

Jacqueline Romero, from 
Carty House, told the Leveller 
that they will “need afford-
able housing, food, legal sup-
port, access to medical treat-
ment, and language and work 
training”.

Both Refugees Welcome 
Ottawa and Carty House in-
sist on acknowledging that 
the refugee crisis goes beyond 
that of the Syrian refugees: 
it is permanent, with glar-
ing needs. Indeed, there are 
currently over 19.5 million 
refugees in the world and, 
Romero explained, “Canada 
is also currently receiving 
refugees from countries like 
Uganda, Nigeria, Colombia, 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Burundi, etc.”

Refugees Welcome Ot-
tawa’s goal is to advocate for 
sound humanitarian refugee 
policy, government action 
on refugee resettlement, and 
support for civil society work-
ing to help integrate incom-
ing refugees. According to 
Rao, “We want to keep the 
spotlight on refugee issues in 
Ottawa.”

*****
For more information on or 

to make a donation to Petite-
Nation sans frontières, visit 
www.petitenationsansfron-
tieres.ca

viding services to refugees 
that have an agreement with 
Immigration-Québec. Less 
than a dozen organizations, 
including Accueil Parrainage-
Outaouais, have signed such 
an agreement. These orga-
nizations guide those who 
want to sponsor refugees, 
in addition to reducing the 
Ministry’s backlog by filtering 
potential sponsors and iden-
tifying which are likely to be 
successful.

“Having the support 
from Accueil Parrainage-
Outaouais was invaluable,” 
Cyr-Charlebois stated. “[It] 
allows us to help refugees 
that have already been iden-
tified and pre-approved by 
the Québec government.” 
Prior to talking to Accueil 
Parrainage-Outaouais, the 
project’s success seemed 
fragile, she added.

…costLy, but oh 
so hopefuL.

Following the Liberal gov-
ernment’s promise to receive 
25,000 Syrian refugees before 
the end of 2015, Petite-Na-
tion sans frontières hopes to 
welcome the sponsored fami-
lies without having to wait for 
the usual delay of up to five 
years. However, the group 
will not be able to avoid the 
cost of the process through 
which it becomes the guar-
antor of those families for 
the first three years following 
their arrival.

Initiating a sponsorship 
request with the government 
requires Petite-Nation sans 
frontières to pay $12,000 for 
a family of four and $10,000 
for a couple. This does not 
include financial and other 
needs these families will 

- HOSted By tHe leVelleR



www.leveller.ca vol 8, no 3, November/December 2015   The Leveller 11 

comment

from blue to reD

Francella Fiallos

Nearly a month after the 
conclusion of one of the 
most historic election cam-
paigns in modern Canadian 
history, it is clear that the 
new Liberal majority gov-
ernment led by Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau is taking 
the country in a bold direc-
tion while also prompting a 
fair amount of scrutiny. 

The swearing-in cer-
emony of his cabinet, held 
on Nov. 4, was a lavish and 
ceremonial demonstra-
tion of the diverse men and 
women who have taken on 
important ministerial roles. 
Perhaps, it will be most re-
membered for the answer 
given by Trudeau when 
asked about why he man-
dated gender parity in his 
streamlined 31-person cabi-
net: “Because it’s 2015.”

While Trudeau’s re-
mark made international 
headlines in addition to 
signalling a similarity to 
the bravado of his father, 
Prime Minister Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau, media pundits 
wonder if this kind of no-
brainer response will trans-
late into meaningful action 
over the next four years. 

Similarly, the Liberals’ 
promises regarding electoral 
reform, Indigenous relations, 
and LGBTQ+ rights in Cana-
da and abroad have solicited 
questions about the party’s 
intentions, ambitions, and 
overall ability to make them 
a political reality.

Last issue, we offered 
highlights on these topics 
from the platforms of each 
of the major parties, com-
plete with the Leveller’s anal-
yses of the issues at-hand. 
This issue, we take a closer 
look into the Liberal Party’s 
commitment to certain key 
issues and the progress that 
has been made (or reversed) 
so far. 

Women’s rights

In an interview on Sept. 
21, right in the middle of the 
election campaign, Trudeau 
publically announced that 
he was a feminist and a 
proud one at that. Coupled 
with his decision to make 
his cabinet 50 per cent 
women, it is clear that Ca-
nadian women have earned 
a new and long-deserved 

place in the country’s politi-
cal machinations. 

“The swearing-in cer-
emony was a mood-booster 
for sure,” said Jarrah Hodge, 
a feminist blogger for the 
website Gender Focus. “It 
was great to see a much 
more diverse cabinet pub-
licly committed to doing 
things differently.” 

Some of these include 
protecting reproduc-
tive rights and ensuring a 
gender-based analysis in 
government departments. 
A gender-based analysis 
(GBA) is a system of evalu-
ation that includes a gender 
perspective in order to better 
serve the needs of govern-
ment workers and the Cana-
dian public, according to a 
2003 Health Canada report. 
This means understanding 
the differences between men 
and women and making the 
connection of gender and 
other aspects of life such as 
the economy and health. 

Another commitment 
made by the Trudeau gov-
ernment is an immediate 
call for a national inquiry 
into missing and murdered 
Indigenous women.

Indigenous and North-
ern Affairs Minister Caro-
lyn Bennett has reiterated 
the urgency to address the 
crisis. But, perhaps most 
telling of the government’s 
stance on the issue is the 
appointment of Jody Wil-
son-Raybould, former B.C. 
regional chief of the Assem-
bly of First Nations (AFN), 
to the justice file. 

“Having a First Nations 
woman in that position is 
really important in setting 
the tone for how the govern-
ment will proceed on issues 
like the promised national 
inquiry on missing and 
murdered Indigenous wom-
en,” Hodge stated. 

If an inquiry were to 
take place, it can now see 
the support of the Conser-
vative Party under interim 
leader Rona Ambrose who 
has publicly announced her 
party’s support. This runs 
against the position held 
by her predecessor, former 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper, who has said that 
missing and murdered In-
digenous women were not 
high on his radar and that 
the issue had been studied 
to death.

Still, while many Cana-
dians are quick to swoon 
over Trudeau’s quip regard-
ing gender parity, Hodge 
believes that women should 
still be cautious of the Grits.

“The Liberals have a his-
tory of running progres-
sive campaigns but tacking 
more to the right when in 
government,” she said in 
an email interview. “I’m a 
little concerned that men 
have a majority on eight 
out of 10 cabinet com-
mittees and chair seven of 
them. Men also hold the 
most important financial 
portfolios.” 

Unlike NDP leader 
Thomas Mulcair, who now 
heads what the party calls 
“the progressive opposition,” 
the Liberals did not promise 
universal child care for Ca-
nadians. While the Liberals 
have announced their first 
bill in Parliament will focus 
on a tax break for middle-
class Canadians to help with 
costs such as child care, there 
is no intention for a national 
strategy on the issue. 

When the Liberals an-
nounced the costed plan 
near the end of the cam-
paign, child care spaces were 
included under an umbrella 
term of “social infrastruc-
ture.” So far, the issue has 
not come up in the party. 

LgbtQ+ concerns

Prime Minister Trudeau 
has the distinction of having 
attended two Pride Parades 
during the 11-week election 
campaign, one in Vancouver 
and one in Montréal. 

He also has the distinc-
tion of appointing Scott 
Brison, President of the 
Treasury Board, as the first 
openly gay cabinet min-
ister. Although there have 
been rumours about other 
cabinet ministers in govern-
ments past, most notably 
John Baird who served as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
under the Harper govern-
ment, they had never publi-
cally outed themselves. 

“I believe this govern-
ment has a lot of work to 
do on LGBTQ issues both 
locally and internation-
ally,” said director of the 
Canadian Centre for Gender 
and Diversity Jeremy Dias. 
“There are many things leg-
islatively, symbolically, and 

financially that are needed 
to meet the needs of the LG-
BTQ community.”

Dias said these include a 
national strategy on suicide 
prevention, the inclusion of 
gender identity in the Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms, 
the equalization of ages of 
consent, the elimination of 
the criminalization of ho-
mosexality on Canadians’ 
records, and the clarification 
of HIV criminalization. 

As the last issue’s analy-
sis pointed out, our current 
Minister of Finance Bill 
Morneau is unfamiliar with 
the confusion regarding HIV 
criminalization in Canada. 

When asked about trans-
gender rights in Canada and 
the death of Bill C-279 which 
would have protected trans-
gender Canadians, Trudeau 
was quick to emphasize the 
importance of the provincial 
governments for this issue 
due to their jurisdiction over 
health care. 

Unlike other minority 
groups, the LGBTQ+ com-
munity did not experience 
an increase in representa-
tion at the federal level. 
There were six openly gay 
MPs right before parliament 
dissolved and there are six 
openly gay MPs now. 

indigenous reLations

The Liberal government 
made a slew of promises 
concerning the relation-
ship with Indigenous peo-
ples, one that had become 
strained under its predeces-
sor. And perhaps there is 
reason to be optimistic giv-
en the record number of 10 
Indigenous MPs who now 
sit in the House of Com-
mons, two of them given 
prominent cabinet positions 
-- Wilson-Raybould for Jus-
tice and Hunter Tootoo for 
Fisheries. 

For the AFN, the larg-
est advocacy group for First 
Nations, the swearing-in 
ceremony was an important 
milestone. 

“(It marked) an impor-
tant opportunity to embark 
on a new era of reconcili-
ation and partnership to 
close the gap in the quality 
of life between First Nations 
people and Canadians,” said 
AFN national chief Perry 
Bellegarde in a Nov. 4 press 
release statement. 

Inuit throat singers and 
Métis jiggers entertained 
the newly-appointed cabi-
net in the Nov. 4 ceremony, 
signalling the government’s 
position on ensuring that 
Indigenous cultures and 
communities receive na-
tional prominence. 

The symbolic change was 
prevalent throughout the 
ceremony, with the high-
light being the title change 
of the Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development 
portfolio to Indigenous and 
Northern Affairs. The min-
ister responsible is Carolyn 
Bennett who has had a his-
tory of being vocally critical 
of the Conservatives’ record 
on Indigenous people. 

“Minister Bennett has 
deep experience in First Na-
tions issues and served as 
an effective and informed 
critic in the previous parlia-
ment,” Bellegarde stated. 
“I look forward to working 
with the Minister to move 
on our immediate priorities 
and a comprehensive, stra-
tegic plan for transforma-
tive change.”

All parties now agree 
that the government should 
move forward in addressing 
an inquiry for missing and 
murdered Indigenous wom-
en, but critics urge that there 
should be some caution to 
avoid serious mistakes. 

“(An inquiry) needs to 
happen as soon as possible 
and we need to learn from 
the mistakes made during 
the Oppal Inquiry in B.C.,” 
said Hodge. “That means 
an inquiry that truly centres 
the voice and experiences of 
First Nations women and 
the families of the missing 
and murdered.”

In 2012, a report by law-
yer Wally Oppal into miss-
ing and murdered indig-
enous women in B.C. was 
released and has since been 
dismissed by ignoring the 
negligence of the Vancouver 
Police Department in inves-
tigating the crimes. 

Many First Nations grass-
roots activists have ques-
tioned the purpose of an 
inquiry while action can be 
taken at a gathering held by 
the AFN in February this year. 

In terms of financial 
commitments, the Liberals 
have committed close to 
$2 billion on First Nations 
education funding, with the 

bulk of the money coming 
from untapped dollars from 
Aboriginal Affairs.

However, the govern-
ment has not publicly an-
nounced any action to be 
taken on the First Nations 
Transparency Act and the 
ongoing court battles with 
First Nations communities. 

eLectoraL reform

In his first speech as 
Prime Minister-designate, 
Trudeau announced that 
this last election would be 
the last one under first-past-
the-post. The-first-past-the-
post electoral system is very 
simple: the candidate with 
the most votes wins. The 
candidate does not have to 
have over 50 per cent of the 
vote to win, however. 

Many critics, includ-
ing Fair Vote Canada, have 
pointed to the first-past-the-
post system as one of the 
main reasons behind suc-
cessive Harper governments 
as well as many lopsided 
provincial election results, 
most notably in Prince Ed-
ward Island. 

Trudeau has created a 
Democratic Institutions 
portfolio for Peterborough-
Kawartha MP Maryam Mon-
sef who now has the respon-
sibility to take on the issues 
surrounding the Prime Min-
ister’s Office, the Senate, and 
electoral reform. 

“We are very pleased 
with the selection of such 
a democratically-minded 
individual as Monsef and 
know that she agrees that 
the number of MPs elected 
to Parliament from each 
party should be roughly 
proportional to the number 
of votes cast for that party’s 
candidates,” said executive 
director of Fair Vote Canada 
Kelly Carmichael. 

“To implement a truly 
democratic system for Can-
ada will take some time, so 
we hope they start working 
now,” she said. 

The Liberals have prom-
ised to bring forward legisla-
tion for electoral reform in 
their first 18 months.

However, given that the 
Liberals won a majority 
with under 40 per cent of 
the popular vote, much like 
their predecessors, it is ques-
tionable whether work will 
begin fast enough. 

Winds of change bring optimism, skepticism
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creAtive

A fielD in luxembourg

A Protest is no PlAce 
for DemocrAcy
By Tim kitz

Alison Griffith

I could tell you nothing 
about this field. Glossing 
over it would be so easy. And 
you wouldn’t know. I mean, 
you’d gloss over it anyway. 
This is just a picture of a field, 
and you’d never see anything 
beyond the golden tinge of 
the wheat. You’d see the sky 
as blue, and nothing more. 
You might register the sym-
metrical swaths sliced from 
the field, but you’d think 
nothing of them. The trees 
in the distance would just 
be trees; you can hardly see 
them anyhow. Yes, I could 
tell you nothing.

But I’m not going to.
I’ll first divulge three 

pieces of information. Then 
I’ll decide if I want to tell you 
more.

First off, I took this photo.
Secondly, it’s of a farmer’s 

field in Luxembourg.
Lastly, it was here that I 

learned something about 
this thing called always.

But then there are all the 
things you’d know anyway, 
by looking at this photo. 
You’d know it was taken in 
summer, you’d guess the 
sun was warm, and you’d 
see I’m not a professional 
photographer; you might 
guess I took this photo 
for a different reason. This 
one’s a bit of a long shot, 
but you’d figure this field 
doesn’t matter much to 
anything. Or anyone. 

You could do a lot with 
that information. You could 
make further assumptions, 
do a bit of thinking, and 
then let your grey matter 
draw a vague conclusion of 
its significance, which would 
probably be this: nothing 
much. Here’s when I tell you 
what you won’t like: you’d be 
wrong.

You see, the informa-
tion you currently have is 
of no use to you. It’s what 
you don’t know that mat-
ters. For instance, you don’t 
know that I lived twenty 
minutes from this field, why 
I took this photo, or what I 
was thinking when I took it. 
Most importantly, you don’t 
know what lies beyond the 

confines of the photograph. 
You’ve likely figured this out 
already, but I’ll state it for the 
record: it’s what you don’t 
see that matters.

Here’s when I tell you 
there’s a road adjacent to the 
field – a pathway for cyclists 
and farm vehicles, but cars 
traversed it. And pedestrians. 
I can’t neglect to mention 
that the road occasionally 
saw pedestrians. But quite 
often, there was no one. And 
sometimes, there was a void 
of what should’ve been there, 
but wasn’t. One last thing 
about the road you don’t see: 
at times, it was overrun with 
memories so fresh they were 
severed heads of this elusive 
thing called now. But note 
this: I was the only one who 
saw them.

You don’t see where the 
road comes from, or where 
it leads. Somewhere bad 
and somewhere worse, some 
would tell you. I’d say some-
where good and somewhere 
better. But I’ll admit good 
things can be hard. Often 
harder than bad things, be-
cause you can’t really hate 
them. Hatred is a pure emo-
tion, like love. That must be 
why it’s so rare, and why it 
feels so good.

The road ran from one 
community to another. For-
ests and farms separated 
them. The area was small 
enough to walk in one eve-
ning, but large enough to 
walk for a long time. Vast 
enough to afford you feel-
ings of isolation, as though 
there is no one watching 
you, no one to see exactly 
what you’re doing. You don’t 
want anyone to see what 
you’re doing. Not because it’s 
bad, but because it’s yours. If 
someone saw, that moment 
would no longer be yours, 
and you’d be naked.

You don’t see the planes 
overhead, and there are al-
ways planes. Luxembourg is 
a small country, a sock of Eu-
rope, perhaps its pantyhose, 
depending on whom you 
ask. There are always various 
flying contraptions moving 
people from the sock of Eu-
rope to the dress, or perhaps 
the hat. Sometimes they 

move people onto a different 
body altogether. That’s how 
I got there. That’s how I left. 
But it isn’t why.

And then there’s what 
you can’t hear. The threads 
of quiet weaved socks and 
underwear and jeans and a 
shirt and finished dressing 
the fields when a train travel-
ling at high velocity chugged 
from Belgium and sliced 
through the quiet, shredding 
the clothing the quiet had 
made. It happened every ten 
minutes or so, infrequently 
enough to make you think 
the quiet would enclose you 
in a stuffy fabric coffin, but 
frequently enough that you 
knew, somewhere inside 
you, that it wouldn’t. The 
trains were like orgasms…
just endings to the pain in-
stead of the pleasure.

I didn’t want that quiet. 
I love you festered in it, as if 
the land remembered what 
took place the evening of 
June 12th, in that farmer’s 
field, and was taunting me 
with it. That wasn’t all the 
quiet echoed. It said I miss 
you. If you listened closely, it 
said always. The echoes in the 
quiet knit a promise of im-
mortal love. But the promise 
was knit a little too tightly, 
and it hurt.

There’s no such thing as 
always, and I knew that.

So much of me lay scat-
tered in that field, like shirts 
and jeans and bras, condom 
wrappers. So much of me 
was strewn across a place I’d 
soon be estranged from, but 
for the next six weeks it was 
him I’d be estranged from.  

Because he went away 
shortly after that. A flying 
contraption took him back 
across the Atlantic Ocean, 
where he belonged, where 
I used to belong. The plane 
took off at dawn, slicing 
through a pillowy sunrise, 
the streaks of colour like 
blood. You would’ve seen it 
from the field. I didn’t. But 
how could I? I was on a train, 
waiting for this thing inside 
me called love to tear, wait-
ing to see it split in two: one 
half for a person in the sky, 
the other for a place on the 
ground.

How did our collective voice squirm into their throats every time?
those leaders whose megaphones spoke a constant glib ‘we’ —
 a ‘we’ that slipped sideways under scrutiny
 a pronoun of indeterminate agency,

a ‘we’ whose next action was always-already announced as a 
fait-accompli.

We were so happy to be told where to stand, what to chant, 
 when enough was enough —
 to be commanded and commended for our brave rebellion. 

We could have planted or biked against global warming
 but we settled for twittering protest selfies, and burned gas  
 to get there. 

We settled for 
 a disobedience so civil,
  that it left the police bored and smiling;
 a resistance so terrified of offence, 
  that it bled impact;
 a direct action that didn’t  –
  that didn’t directly enact anything, 
  that petitioned power instead of seizing a fragment.

We came to risk arrest, but it was the authorities who resisted by yielding.
 it was them who flowed like water, 
 like political jiu jitsu, cannily deflecting instead of attacking.
they’ve learnt a trick or two since Bull Connor and Birmingham
 and with no black bloc to excuse brutality, g20-style…
they were happy to divert traffic, to tolerate sit-ins, to overlook a 
technical offence 
 eager to dodge publicity and the camera’s kiss,
 not wanting to interrupt the sunnyside bask of the new  
 politician-in-chief –
  his first honeymoon days, our honeymoon daze
  (oh gawd, how we love hope and change, the way  
  those words sing)
Hail to the Prince! no handcuff jpegs please, don’t interrupt the 
media’s swoon
 their embrace of the latest junior of the latest democratic dynasty, 
  our very own democratic demagogue, heir-apparent  
  to mania.
  (o canada, who else could hail a lukewarm liberal  
  as messiah?
  Who else could do it twice?)

‘no arrests’ was their hushed mantra, those dueling police forces 
 but you, dear protest commanders,
 you were stymied when you should’ve bathed in the opportunity
 the permission they granted, those keys to the city 
  that they fumbled into our hands, like a backwards  
  pick-pocket.

they dodged your plan, 
but you hemmed our action in, promising yesterday’s escalation
 so that it couldn’t outpace or outrun their expectations
 so that we never ventured over the park fence
  of your bureaucratic imagination.

You didn’t dare ask what we might dare.

We could have had a festival 
 of bridge-blocking, street-marching, commute-hijacking. 
 Bold youth to the front(s)! Steady elders hold the line!
 there’s room for us all, for homebase and avant-garde.
We could have impeded, could have prefigured, could have halted
 the steady zoom-zoom of tail-pipes,
 the rush of routine, bored and atomic
 the common sense kool-aid of sports celebrity gossip.
Sit-ins everywhere! on public radio, tourist traps, and gas stations.  

Who thought to ask what we ourselves wanted? How we ourselves felt?
  Whispering anarchists, that’s who, unofficial and polite.

But you, you didn’t dare ask what we might dare.
You took our courage and made it look timid. 

 
Photo: Alison G

riffith
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I’m a  
       Leveller!

Whodunit? Match these words of 
wisdoM to the public figure!

A. “I’m glad you think Nick Cannon’s hilarious, cuz he just walked off with your school 
clothes money!”

B. “I’m sick of following my dreams. I’m just going to ask them where they’re going and 
hook up with them later.”

C. “You cannot leave those who created the problem in charge of the solution.”

D. “Frankly, I’m outraged at the Supreme Court.”

E. “There’s no present. There’s only the immediate future and the recent past.”

F. “Liberate the minds of men and ultimately you will liberate the bodies of men.”

G. “I am the bridge between the East and the West. I don’t want to abandon one for the 
other.”

H. “And if those cannibals keep trying to sacrifice us to their pride, they soon will hear the 
bullets flying – we’ll shoot the generals on our own side!”

I. “I hate Indians. They are a beastly people with a beastly religion. The famine was their 
own fault for breeding like rabbits.”

J. “Lovers, lunatics, and poets are made of the same stuff.”

1. Bhagat Singh, South Asian revolutionary

2. Dave Chapelle, comedian 

3. Rona Ambrose, Conservative Party leader

4. Eugène Pottier, French poet

5. George Carlin, comedian

6. Winston Churchill, British PM

7. M.I.A., artist

8. Marcus Garvey, Jamaican activist

9. Mitch Hedberg, comedian

10. Bridget Tolley, co-founder of Families of 
Sisters in Spirit

a.) Chapelle;  b.) Hedberg; c.) Tolley; d.) Ambrose; e.) Carlin; f.)Garvey; g.) M.I.A.; h.) Pottier; i.) Churchill; j.) Singh
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new comic 
Anthology Puts 
emPhAsis on 
exPeriences of 
inDiAn women
a review of ad astra’s 
Drawing the Line
R.J. Pate

In a collaborative ef-
fort to bring the voices of 
women of colour to the 
forefront of the graphic 
novel industry, Toronto-
based publisher Ad Astra 
Comix and Zubaan Books 
of India have come togeth-
er to publish Drawing the 
Line: Indian Women Fight 
Back!, an anthology that 
is willing to challenge the 
typical gender roles and 
pressures placed on Indian 
women.

The North American 
edition contains 14 stories 
that recount the experienc-
es of Indian women, rang-
ing in theme from gender, 
harassment, sexuality, mar-
riage, family, racism, clas-
sism to political systems. 
Together, these stories help 
to give a voice to those who 
are commonly unheard in 
an industry that is domi-
nated by men.

All of these stories are 
given life through their 
unique hand-drawn styles. 
While still in its drafting 
stages, Drawing The Line 
had a sturdy artistic base 
to latch onto. The co-ed-
itors of Spring, a German 
all-women art magazine, 
offered their support to 
form the backbone of the 
project. The publication 
also worked closely with 
“Drawing Attention” a 
workshop for female In-
dian artists who focus on 
gender issues. 

Using illustration as the 
choice of expression, this 
graphic novel adopts a me-
dium that is accessible to 
a wide variety of readers. 
This decision seems to be 
influenced by the stigma 
and lack of conversation 
surrounding rape victims 
in India. Perhaps a graphic 
novel makes these impor-
tant topics more accessible 
to a wider audience, topics 

that would otherwise be ab-
sent from the conversation. 

Nisha Susan, one of the 
founding editors of the 
Indian feminist magazine 
The Ladies Finger, explains 
the impact of this broad-
ening of scope in Draw-
ing the Line’s introduction; 
“[Indian feminists] have 
used this momentum [of 
an opening discourse] to 
broaden the conversa-
tions beyond the terror of 
stranger rape to talk about 

work, pay, love, marriage, 
disability, caste, sex, and 
everyday sexism.” All of 
these topics, as Susan ex-
plains, are intended to 
spark heated conversa-
tions across the world. 

The stories in this collec-
tion attempt to encourage 
discourse in a number of 
different ways. There is one 
story about a Delhi wom-
an who finds sisterhood 
within a group of Mum-
bai locals during her daily 

commute, despite how 
discouraging and frighten-
ing this group of strangers 
seem when seen from the 
outside. Another Delhi lo-
cal recounts the story of a 
mother, her daughter and 
the prospect of marriage. 
The mother in this story 
explains to her child that 
she herself had other op-
tions outside of marriage, 
but chose to accept this 
household role over her 
educational and creative 

pursuits. Her daughter ac-
knowledges the strength it 
took to make this decision, 
but laments how much 
bitterness her mother en-
dured while losing these 
sources of happiness.

Many of these stories are 
about self-empowerment, 
depicting strong women 
who are battling a society 
that has systematically made 
their fight more difficult (for 
the sole fact that they are 
women).
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In the last issue of the Leveller, Parenting from Below initiated a five-part series on 
diapering with “Disposable Diaper Culture.” Part two will examine the Politics of the 
Diaper Industry.

it was evident in the early weeks of becoming a parent that our baby did not care at 
all for wearing diapers. She squirmed and whined when we attempted to put them on 
her. Who could blame her? diapers restricted her movement and signaled to her that 
she would eventually be wallowing in her own waste. it didn’t seem to make sense….
so why do the vast majority of babies in the Western world wear an uncomfortable, 
unnatural piece of plastic full-time until they reach two or three years old? 

Parenting 
from Below
Dealing with Dirty 
Diapers - part ii 
Politics of the DiaPer 
inDustry

By DaDical

Work in Community
Connect with a network of

progressive and co-working
organizations and individuals.

613.566.3448 www.25onecommunity.ca

Need space for your next event? Looking for an office or desk?

Our Space is Yours
Book your next event in one
of our bright meeting rooms.
Contact us to learn more!

251 Bank Street  |  Ottawa

info@25onecommunity.ca

POlitiCS OF tHe diaPeR iNdUStRy
according to adrian atterby, analyst of disposable paper products for euromonitor, the 

disposable diaper barons earn annual profits of roughly $5.7 billion, owning 96 per cent of 
the north american diaper market. What is the key to the industry’s success? aggressive 
marketing strategies; for example, Proctor & gamble, driven by the logic of unfettered 
capital expansion, burst into the Chinese market in 1998 with a marketing strategy aimed 
at convincing a hitherto diaperless culture that they had been doing it all wrong. they told 
Chinese parents that diaper-use promoted mental development, sleep, higher educational 
and social status associated with a modern “civilized” approach, and was even “better for 
the environment,” according to ingrid Bauer, author of Diaper Free: The Gentle Wisdom of 
Natural Infant Hygiene.

moreover, the disposable diaper industry has allies and promoters in the medical field. 
Bauer links dr. t. Berry Brazelton and his pivotal 1962 Pediatrics study on “readiness” 
– which advocates waiting a minimum 18 months to begin toilet training until a child is 
physically and psychologically ready – and his financial connection to disposable diapers. 
Brazelton sat on the Pampers Parenting institute Pediatric roundtable and appeared 
in Proctor & gamble’s Pampers television commercials. His proclamation that the 
technological advances of the diaper industry were “liberating for mothers” rings similar 
with the concurrent push to bottle feed, despite the expenditure of time and resources and 
the potential detriments to babies’ health. 

Brazelton’s study, which helped pave the way for the astronomical rise of the diaper 
industry and its deplorable track record, discouraged its participants from starting to toilet-
train before 18 months. inevitably, his theory produced its own results, established new 
pediatric standards and continues to influence the vast majority of parents’ toilet-training 
methods in Western societies. although Pediatrics published an “Updated review” on 
toilet training in 1999, it was sponsored by Proctor & gamble.

after learning about the profitable history of the disposable diaper industry and the 
questions it raised, i reflected on my baby’s diaper-associated agitation. there had to be 
another way…

The next issue of the leveller will feature part three of this five-part series and will look at 
the theory of elimination communication.

fAre thee well, grinD
tHiS iS not tHe end. it’S onlY tHe Beginning.

Ajay Parasram

it was a day not unlike this one, 
when our good friend the daily grind 
opened its doors to the ottawa 
community. many a brie and brew hath 
we consumed, pouring over thy sacred 
Leveller parchment at the hip, artistic 
neighbourhood hangout. Having taken 
notice of our rag-tag assembly, mike, 
Krissy and the good people of the 
grind saw it fit to ground us amongst 
their company, offering up space for our 
regular story meetings and providing 
one of the earliest homes for our 
Leveller newspaper racks.

the grind and the Leveller had 
a long and close relationship. the 
editorial board, the board of governors 
and generations of Leveller writers and 
designers have caffeinated their minds, 
hammering out issues in the ever-friendly 
grind and celebrated our milestones 
over the increasingly tasty brews that 
crept their way onto the menu.

When the onslaught of text messages 
and tweets descended upon us on oct. 
21 to let us know that the grind, the 
lebanese Bakery, Shiraz grocery, and 
not to mention our friends’ apartments 
above, were burning to the ground, all of 
Centretown felt the loss. these small 
community businesses were simply 
part of daily life in our neighbourhood 
and each were consistent supporters 
of the Leveller project.

i had the good fortune to go to 
the grind on the evening of oct. 
20. i went alone, with groceries 
from Shiraz, eating a pie from the 
lebanese Bakery. i took a seat and 
sought to do battle with rancière’s 
writings on politics and aesthetics. i 
lost the battle in minutes, discarding 
the book to drink in the aesthetic 
of the café instead. i appreciated 
the grind’s longstanding support of 
community projects and reflected 
on the many changes within the 
café since they opened. originally 
a fairtrade, gluten-free, parent-and-
child-friendly art café, i recalled 
my first visit on a bright winter’s 
morning to the sound of children 
running around and colouring amidst 
university students studying, while 
parents caught up with one another. i 
remembered seeing punk rock shows 
and stand-up gigs in the evenings and 
tasting the new offerings as the menu 
and bar became increasingly diverse. 
in particular, i remember the beautiful 
hand-made bookmarks made by 
Krissy and mike’s daughter, maya. 

We Levellers, old and new, owe much 
to our recently departed grind and 
we are not alone! But take comfort, 
fellow Centretowners, because that 
which has been turned to ashes will 
ultimately rise from it. according to the 
grind: “this is not the end. it’s only the 
beginning.”

why know it
kelly Sadlemyer 

The human microbi-
ome  ...what does this even 
mean?   In general terms, 
this refers to the groups 
of microbial cells (mi-
croscopic life forms) that 
inhabit our bodies, both 
inside and out. These little 
guys  are   the core defenders 
against poor health. When 
microbial cells are in bal-
anced numbers, they not 
only keep one another in 
check, they keep other bac-
terias from gaining a foot-
hold in your system, keep-
ing some of the pressure 
off your immune system!

However, when this bal-
ance of cells is disturbed, 
you guessed it, you get sick! 
This can range from expe-
riencing food poisoning to 
sore throats to “trapped-
in-bed-for-days”  flus. These 
slight imbalances can be 
caused by poor sleeping 
habits, picking up some bad 
take-out, or even using pre-
scribed antibiotics. 

 These influencing agents 
disturb the balance by ei-
ther killing off healthy mi-
crobes or introducing an 
overwhelming number of 
unhealthy ones. Think of 
your microbiomes as your 
first line defense! If the odds 
are stacked against them, 
or if they feel as if they’re 
strong enough to start call-
ing the shots, all you have 
left is your immune system 
to keep you healthy. 

The immune system can 
be doubly hampered as 
well, since unruly micro-
biomes will start hijacking 

your body’s re-
sources so that 
they can con-
tinue to thrive 
in your system.

One of the 
most common 
and taken-for-
granted ways 
people throw 
off their mi-
crobial balance 
and get sick is 
by taking antibiotics. Now 
this may seem contradic-
tory, since you take them to 
fend off those big bad bugs, 
but this is due to the fact 
that most antibiotics are SO 
powerful when it comes to 
attacking the bad microbes 
(by killing them complete-
ly) that they in turn wipe out 
all the healthy biomes in the 
same sweep. Reduced to a 
clean slate, your body needs 
to replenish its healthy bi-
omes fast, especially after 
being sick. 

One of the easiest ways 
to help maintain the health 
of your many microbiomes 
is to make sure that you 
eat healthily. Be mindful of 
this when you are prepar-
ing meals; try to incorporate 
fresh foods that are full of 
vitamins and minerals that 
will maintain your microbi-
al homeostasis and, in turn, 
your immunity! 

But even healthy eat-
ing isn’t always enough to 
maintain healthy micro-
biomes. To keep your gut 
flora (your internal micro-
biomes) at healthy levels, 
it can sometimes be im-
portant to “reseed” your 
stomach. You can do so 

by chowing down on fer-
mented foods like yogurt, 
consuming some probi-
otic supplements, or even 
drinking a fermented drink 
such as kombucha. As all 
of these products contain 
healthy bacterial cultures, 
they can help to provide a 
good base for you internal 
microbiomes. 

You’ve seen those  com-
mercials with flat-stom-
ached, yogurt eating, belly 
dancers, right? Instead of 
antibiotics, think “PRObi-
otics!” 

Keeping your gut flora in 
top shape can also help with 
digestion itself. Many kinds 
of gut flora microbes have 
been seen to aid in the diges-
tion of certain compounds. 
While you may not be famil-
iar with the exact names of 
some of these microbes, bac-
teroides help to break down 
carbohydrates, prevotella act 
upon proteins called mucins, 
ruminococcus microbes like 
to snack on both mucins 
and sugars, and that’s just to 
name a few! 

Be mindful of your inner 
machine, people, and take 
good care of those little war-
riors that help you thrive!

Microbiomes: your First line of defense

Photo: Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
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XL Petite

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Happy birthday Scorpio, it’s 
your time to shine. I hope 
you get that nice bottle of 
scotch you’ve been waiting 
for. I’ve long since main-
tained that scotch loves you 
more than you deserve.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Ever wonder what would 
happen if Gandhi went to a 
yoga class? goo.gl/nio0wB

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.)
Everyone is wondering if 
Canada can keep its commit-
ment to Indigenous people, 
but the terms of that commit-
ment is never on Indigenous 
terms. Your task, Capricorn, 
is to do the work to under-
stand what it actually means 
to meet on Indigenous, rath-
er than colonial terms.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
How is it that a serious man 
like Dave Chappelle can say 
the word “doo-doo” and 
have it be hilarious?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Life under capitalism is like 
the sewage infrastructure in 
Montréal, Pisces. Broken, 
rusted, corrupt, and utterly 
full of shit. Your task this 
month is to figure out a way 
to end capitalism.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Well Aries, it’s + double dig-
its in November. Let’s hope 
for your kid’s sake that this 
has more to do with El Niño 
than it does with climate 
change…

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
The ever anticipated Haiku-
roscope is yours this month 
my bullish friend:
Hair, I sit looking
Upon baldspots long denied
Embrace it, brother

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
This is the month you get 
even Gemini. Remember 
that time Leo soaked your 
toothbrush in habanero 
sauce overnight and your 
gums felt like they were on 
fire for half a day? I have 
procured a scorpion pepper 
that you can place discretely 
in Leo’s contact lens case…

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Knock Knock?
Um, Knock, Knock Cancer.
Jeez man, it’s pretty rude to 
just ignore my joke like that. 
You’re such a jerk some-
times.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
I strongly suggest you stop 
wearing contact lenses 
and go back to glasses this 
month, Leo. At least make 
a point to do so when you 
hang out with Gemini.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Last week’s new moon is 
full of enchantment for you 
Virgo. Technically, the moon 
is in scorpio, so I suggest 
that you steal it back under 
cover of darkness, which will 
be easy, because it is a new 
moon.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
You gotta be more assertive 
this month to succeed Li-
bra. Think David Cameron. 
Sometimes you need to take 
the pig by the head and…
ugh, I can’t bring myself to 
finish this horoscope.

226 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON, K2P 1X1
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10% off toys and great discounts on workshops!

horoscoPes

Comic: Naheen Ahmed
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If you wish to ask for a refund of your OPIRG Carleton student levy, we would like you to consider 
the organization in a broad way, recognizing the diversity in our programming, working groups, 
and events. For students who still object to campus based social justice action, research, and 
education, we will hold a levy refund period from:

Monday, November 30 to Friday, December 4
If you wish to seek a refund visit our office (326 UC), and bring your student ID, proof of enrollment 
and proof of payment for Fall 2015 and Winter 2016. We regret that our office isn’t wheelchair 
accessible, but please contact us if this is an issue so we can make other arrangements.

REFUND PERIOD ANNOUNCEMENT

University Centre
RM 326

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs 10AM-4PM

(613) 520-2757
vcopirg@gmail.com

opirgcarleton.org
OPIRGCarleton
@OPIRGCarleton

Full-time undergraduate students, $3.55 per term.  
Full-time graduate students, $3.34 per term.
Part-time undergraduate students, $1.42 per credit. 
Part-time graduate students, $1.04 per term.

2015-16 OPIRG-CARLETON STUDENT LEVY

tUeS NOV 17
TRANSCENDING TRANSPHO-
BIA WEEK

TALK: Why Forests Matter. Ca-
nadian Museum of Nature. 
5:30pm.

WORKSHOP: Trans Sexualities. 
GSRC, 427 UC, Carleton. 6pm.

Wed NOV 18
SERVING FOOD: The People’s 
Republic of Delicious will 
continue cooking and enjoy-
ing vegan meals made from 
retrieved food items. UCU Ter-
minus. 9am-12:30pm. Every 
Wednesday.

HEALTH: Rapid Anony-
mous HIV Test. 203 UCU, 
UOttawa. 12pm. Every Wed.

TALK: Who Let the Uglies In? 
GSRC, 427 UC, Carleton. 6pm.

TALK: Canada in Africa: 300 
years of aid and exploitation, 
with Yves Engler. Café Alterna-
tif, UOt tawa. 7pm.

WORKSHOP: Understanding 
your energy bill workshop. Bea-
verbrook Library. 7pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly en-
vironmental choir rehearsals. 
Bronson Centre 222. 7pm. Ev-
ery Wed.

PROTEST: My Body, My De-
cision. Morgentaler Counter 
Protest Round 3. 65 Bank St. 
7:30pm.

TALK: Engaging LGBTQ+ Sto-
ries & Archives - Keeping Our 
Stories Alive. Venus Envy. 
7:30pm.

TRIVIA: Mike’s Place, Carleton. 
8pm. Every Wed.

tHURS NOV 19
FOOD SECURITY DAY: Lunch 
with the People’s Republic of 
Delicious. UCU Concourse, 
UOttawa, 9am-12pm.

 
 
 

FOOD SECURITY DAY WORK-
SHOP: Feeding Yourself On A 
Student Budget. UCU 206, UOt 
tawa. 1pm.

FOOD SECURITY DAY TALK: 
The Backstory of Food: How 
does food shape our world? 
Where do we fit in? UCU 301A, 
UOttawa. 2:30pm.

WORKSHOP: Challenging 
Transmisogyny. GSRC, 427 Uni-
centre, Car leton. 3pm.

FOOD SECURITY DAY TALK: 
Food Security Politics 101. FSS 
5027, UOttawa. 4pm.

AFROSURREAL: Black Radical 
Imagination (2015) - Reclama-
tion of the Black Body. Club 
SAW. 7pm.

DOCUMENTARY: Surviving 
Progress. Discovery Centre, 
MacOdrum Library, Carleton. 
7:30pm.

FRi NOV 20
TRANS DAY OF REMEM-
BRANCE: Algonquin Queer 
Student Alliance. Algonquin 
College. 10:30am-6pm.

PROTEST: «Logement, iti-
nérance: URGENCE!» Mani-
festation du FRAPRU et du Ré-
seau SOLIDARITÉ itinérance du 
Québec à Ottawa et action au 
Bureau du PM, Justin Trudeau. 
Parc de la Confédération (Lau-
rier et Elgin). 1pm.

TALK: Cinematic Conspiracies: 
Gunn & Greenlee. Rm 435, 
St. Patrick’s Bldg, Carleton. 
3:30pm.

PANEL: Positive Possibilities: a 
Transfeminine-Spectrum Panel. 
(Raven’s Roost, tunnel level of 
Stormont/Dundas), Carleton. 
6:30pm.

AFROSURREAL: Black Radical 
Imagination (2014). Club SAW. 
7pm.

Sat NOV 21
TRANS DAY OF REMEM-
BRANCE: A friendly Council 
meeting opento our Anisnabe 

members of the Ottawa River 
Watershed. Old Airport, km 322 
Hwy 117 of La Verendrye Wild-
life Reserve. 10-4pm.

CLOTHING / STUFF SWAP: 
Faith House Ottawa. 12-5pm.

ROUND DANCE: Pipe Cer-
emony/Feast - 5pm; Round 
Dance - 6pm. Raven’s Nest, Car-
leton. 5pm.

TALK: The Science of Cancer 
and Cancer Treatments w/ De-
nis Rancourt. 150 Marion, UOt-
tawa. 7pm.

SUN NOV 22
TALK: Tariq Ramadan - “Refu-
gees, Wars and Revolutions: 
Addressing the Fears and Fa-
naticism of our Age.” Adult 
High School, 300 Rochester St. 
6:30pm.

MON NOV 23
RADIO: Femme Fatale. CKCU 
93.1 FM. 12pm. Every Monday.

RADIO: Under Where? CHUO 
89.1 FM. 4pm. Every Monday.

THE LEVELLER PRESENTS: 
The Refugee Crisis: Responses 
& Responsibilities, with James 
Milner. Ottawa Public Library. 
7pm.

tUeS NOV 24
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com.

BOOK LAUNCH: Lawrence 
Hill: The Illegal In Conversation 
with CBC’s Waubgeshig Rice. 
Centretown United Church. 
7pm.

Wed NOV 25
FILM: Ottawa Premiere of Resis-
tencia: The Fight for the Aguan 
Valley. Mayfair Theatre. 6:30pm

THE REFUGEE STORY: Music, 
Poetry & Storytelling. Raw Sugar 
Cafe. 7pm.

A CRUCIAL BENEFIT: As you all 
know by now, there was an unfor 
tunate fire on Somerset and Per-
cy that lef t many people without 
a home, and took some great lo-
cal businesses along with it. This 
show will be on a ‘Pay what you 
can’ basis. All money raised will 
be going specifically towards the 
tenants who lost their homes 
and everything they own in the 
fire. House of Targ. 8pm.

tHURS NOV 26
TALK: Economics for Everyone 
with Jim Stanford. Hosted by 
CCPA. 251 Bank St. 5:30pm.

EAT: Ecology Ottawa’s Annual 
Dinner - Eco Gala 2015. St-Elias 
Banquet Centre. 6pm

FRi NOV 27
LECTURE: Syrian Crisis Aware-
ness. UOttawa MSA. Rm 202, 
Montpetit.  6:30pm.

COMMUNITY MEETING & 
PANEL: Refugees Welcome. Rm 
221, Bronson Centre. 7pm.

MUSIC: Florecerás Guatemala 
- Guatemala Will Flourish tour: 
Concert by Estudiantina of the 
University of San Carlos. Cen-
tretown United Church. 7pm.

ZINE LAUNCH: Alternative 
Waves - WRC, UOttawa. 7pm.

Sat NOV 28
CENTRETOWN COMMUNITY 
GARAGE SALE: Jack Purcell 
Community Centre. 10am.

FILM: Cinema Academica hosts 
“Line in the Sand.” 150 Marion, 
UOttawa. 7pm.

FUNDRAISER: Lowertown 
Good Neighbours Community 
House. Café Alternatif, UOt-
tawa. 7:30pm.

SUN NOV 29
ART/CRAFT/VINTAGE SALE: 
$4 Admission, a portion of 
the proceeds will go to FOR 
PIVOTS SAKE. We will also be 
raising funds for Girls Only 

Skateboarding Sessions 613. St. 
Anthony’s Banquet Hall. 10am-
5pm.

GLOBAL CLIMATE MARCH: 
Ottawa City Hall. 1pm.

FED TALKS: SFUO. Alumni Au-
ditorium, UOttawa. 1pm.

FEMINIST FAIR: Montgomery 
Legion. 1-5pm.

MON NOV 30
DOCUMENTARY PRESENTA-
TION: Allies of A Hidden Gen-
eration - the 60s Scoop. Roost-
er’s Coffeehouse, Carleton. 
6:30pm.

PROTEST: Grosse Manifesta-
tion de soir à Gatineau - anti-
austeri té. Village Place Cartier. 
7pm.

tUeS deC 1
OCTOPUS BOOK CLUB: Nine-
teen Eighty-Four by Orwell. Oc-
topus Books Centretown. 6pm.

tHURS deC 3
BOOK LAUNCH: Resilience 
and Triumph, Immigrant Wom-
en Tell Their Stories. Octopus 
Books Centretown. 7pm.

FILM: Silence in the Courts. 
UOt tawa Human Rights Film 
Festival. Alumni Auditorium. 
7pm.

FRi deC 4
FILM: Finding Dawn. UOttawa 
Human Rights Film Festival. 
Alumni Auditorium. 7pm.

Sat deC 5
WORLD SOIL DAY

FILM: Fighting the Silence. 
UOttawa Human Rights Film 
Festival. Alumni Auditorium. 
4pm.

FILM: Cinema Academica hosts 
“Windscale: Britain’s Biggest 
Nuclear Disaster.” 150 Marion, 
UOt tawa. 7pm.

 
 

FILM: Weapon of War. UOttawa 
Human Rights Film Festival. 
Alumni Auditorium. 7pm.

MUSIC: Upon a Midnight 
Queer. Centretown United 
Church. 8pm.

SUN deC 6
FILM: Statut Quo? Le combat 
inachevé du féminisme au Can-
ada. UOttawa Human Rights 
Film Festival. Alumni Audito-
rium. 4pm. 

FILM: Malala: A Girl from Para-
dise. UOttawa Human Rights 
Film Festival. Alumni Audito-
rium. 7pm.

tUeS deC 8
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS 
RADIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. 
Every 2nd Tuesday. www.ck-
cufm.com.

LECTURE: History of Ottawa 
River Watershed, A Lecture by 
Peter Di Gangi, Research Di-
rector for Algonquin Nations 
Secretariat (Community Class-
room). Octopus Bookstore 
Centretown. 7pm.

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING: 
Eclipses of the Sun - In the 
Moon’s Shadow. Salon B, K.W. 
Neatby Building, Central Exper-
imental Farm. 7:30pm.

Wed deC 9
CHRISTMAS SALE: Cool Kids 
Craft Show. House of Targ. 5pm.

tHURS deC 10
GREEN DRINKS: Fox & Feather 
Pub and Grill. 5:30pm.

OCTOPUS BOOK CLUB: The 
Will to Change by Bell Hooks. 
251 Bank St. 6pm.

DOCUMENTARY: Chasing Ice.
Discovery Centre, MacOdrum 
Library, Carleton. 7:30pm.

Sat deC 12
FULL MOON FOREST WALK: 
Gatineau Park. Parking 12 near 
Meech Lake. 7pm.


