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FIVE YEAR DETENTION ENDS IN DEPORTATION

Ottawa solidarity protest 
targets Dakota Access Pipeline

Brown sues for damages as result of illegal incarceration
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Andy Crosby

Around 200 Indig-
enous people and 
settler allies crowd-

ed onto the steps beside the 
US embassy on the evening 
of Sept. 14 as a near full 
moon beckoned overhead. 
The rally was in support of 
the Standing Rock Sioux in 
North Dakota and the Sa-
cred Stone and Red Warrior 
camps established to resist 
construction on the Dakota 
Access Pipeline (DAPL).

The rally was prompted 
after explosive video footage 
published by Democracy Now! 
on Sept. 4 showed land de-
fenders attempt to stop heavy 
machinery from bulldozing a 
sacred burial site. The video 

went viral as the pipeline’s 
security force pepper sprayed 
and unleashed dogs on the 
crowd, revealing images of 
bite wounds and dogs with 
bloody mouths. Despite this, 
the land protectors, including 
warriors on horseback, over-
whelmed the security detach-
ment and forced the bulldoz-
ers to retreat.

“Water is precious, water 
is life,” said Claudette Com-
manda, daughter of the late 
Elder William Commanda, 
as dusk set in Ottawa. “We 
are here to stand in solidar-
ity with the Standing Rock 
Sioux who are standing up to 
protect the water.”

The fall evening was punc-
tuated by numerous Indige-
nous speakers and a variety of 

Sarah Nixon

Jamaican-born and for-
mer Canadian permanent 
resident Alvin Brown was de-
ported by the Canadian Bor-
der Security Agency (CBSA) 
on Sept. 7 after a prolonged 
period in indefinite immi-
gration detention. Brown 
spent five years detained in 
a maximum security facility 
awaiting travel documents 
from the Jamaican govern-
ment, a consequence of be-
ing stripped of his perma-
nent residency in 2005.

Brown, age 40, had been 
a permanent resident of 
Canada living in Toronto 
since 1984. Brown’s grand-
parents adopted him from 
Jamaica at age eight and he 
gained permanent residency 
in Canada within a year of 
his arrival. Over the follow-
ing decades, he was diag-
nosed with schizophrenia 
and accrued a series of 17 
drug and weapons-related 
charges. After serving his 
prison sentence for these 
offences, he was released 
on bail in January 2011. On 
Sept. 8, 2011, Brown was de-
tained again for violating his 
bail conditions. 

The CBSA responded to 
this offence by dishing out 
three separate punishments: 
deeming Brown a danger to 
the public and a flight risk, 
detaining him in a maximum 
security facility and ordering 
his deportation to Jamaica. 
When the Jamaican govern-

ment refused to issue the nec-
essary documents to allow 
Brown to re-enter the country, 
he was caught up in a situa-
tion of indefinite detention.

Indefinite detention, de-
fined as imprisonment with-
out trial that extends for an 
undefined period of time, 
is an illegal practice under 
international law. The Unit-
ed Nations has called upon 
Canada to ends its practice 
of indefinite detention mul-
tiple times. Canada is one 
of the only remaining coun-
tries without a legal limit 
on the length of detention 
without trial. The United 
States prohibits detention 
without trial that extends 
beyond a period of 90 days.

Indefinite detention of 
individuals identified by the 
CBSA is decided through 
a quasi-judicial process in 
which members of the IRB 
act as judges and issue le-
gally-binding decisions. The 
IRB’s review process occurs 
48 hours after the CBSA 
has detained an individu-
al, then again after another 
seven days and finally every 
thirty days following. The 
process has been criticized 
by watchdog organizations 
and activists as amounting 
to a “rubber stamp” that of-
ten involves a simple review 
of the same arguments pre-
sented by the CBSA and the 
detainee or their counsel, 
resulting in repetition of the 
same decision each month. 

In October 2015, the On-

tario Court of Appeal set a 
new legal precedent by decid-
ing provincial courts have ju-
risdiction over cases that chal-
lenge immigration detention 
within their own province, 
despite immigration falling 
within the jurisdiction of the 
federal government. This de-
cision enabled Toronto-based 
organization End Immigra-
tion Detention Network to 
help Brown contest his in-
definite detention in an On-
tario Superior Court. During 
the hearing, which began on 
Aug. 30, 2016, a federal court 
lawyer maintained that the 
Jamaican government would 
issue Brown’s travel docu-
ments in the near future, de-
spite having refused to do so 
for five years.

On Sept. 7, 2016, the 
Jamaican government ap-
proved the CBSA’s request 
for deportation. Brown’s 
lawyer returned to court that 
same day and pressed for 
$1,500 in damages for each 
day Brown spent indefinitely 
detained. The court’s deci-
sion on this is pending. If the 
court rules in Brown’s favour, 
it would set a new precedent 
in the struggle against indefi-
nite detention in Canada. 

In Canada, indefinite 
detention affects many mi-
grants whose identity or 
ability to abide by the law is 
called into question by the 
CBSA. A 2015 study by the 
University of Toronto found 
that the CBSA detained 
7,300 individuals for vari-

ous periods of time in 2013, 
60 per cent of whom were 
detained in Ontario. Some 
of these immigration de-
tentions last hours or days, 
while others have reached 
12 years in length. With 

his own indefinite deten-
tion having lasted five years, 
Brown’s case has sparked 
renewed calls for an end to 
immigration-related deten-
tion and indefinite deten-
tion in Canada.

songs, with primary messages 
of “water is life” and that it is 
time to take a stand and say 
no to pipelines.

There was an air of 
cautious optimism as the 
Obama administration or-
dered that construction be 
halted, moments after a 
judge denied an injunction 
filed by the Standing Rock 
Sioux.

However, construction of 
the DAPL continues on pri-
vate land and 40 arrests have 
been made as riot police 
have moved in even after the 
federal decision was made 

on Monday, according to 
Hayden King, Pottawatomi 
and Ojibwe from Beausoleil 
First Nation and professor 
of Indigenous Governance 
and Public Relations at Car-
leton.

King also emphasized 
that Indigenous nations 
living under colonial rule 
in Canada have much in 
common with the Stand-
ing Rock Sioux, including 
the Algonquins who never 
ceded nor surrendered the 
territory comprising pres-
ent-day Ottawa.

“The Algonquins know 

about invasion, they know 
about people coming into 
their territory, (with) the 
state (and) industry destroy-
ing their land (and) com-
promising Indigenous sover-
eignty,” said King.  

The international soli-
darity movement, which has 
emerged in a similar vein as 
Idle No More in 2012-2013, 
is more than about one pipe-
line. It is an Indigenous up-
rising in defiance of harmful 
resource extraction indus-
tries that destroy the land 
and pollute the water.
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The United 
Nations has 
called upon 
Canada to end 
its practice 
of indefinite 
detention 
multiple times.
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What a time for the 
Leveller to come 
back to print, 

when the integrity of main-
stream media and the rights 
of independent journalists 
are once again called into 
question. 

For starters, there’s the 
complete media blackout 
surrounding the massive 
prison strike against the 
prison industrial complex 
going on in the US and, 
as we will talk a bit more 
about, the issue of the ar-
rest warrant issued for Amy 
Goodman, reporter for De-
mocracy Now!, for her cov-
erage of the private security 
assault against the Standing 
Rock protectors. 

Despite mainstream me-
dia keeping their distance 
from the topic, the events 
of Sept. 3 are still becoming 
more widely known. The 
use of attack dogs and vio-
lence to uproot Indigenous 
protectors of water and land 
has baffled, horrified and 
incensed people on an inter-
national scale. 

As Cenk Uygur of The 
Young Turks pointed out in 
a recent episode, the whole 
situation was like some-
thing out of the dark days 
of political organizing, 
“when companies would 
hire the Pinkertons and 
these others, these thugs, 
to break up unions, to 
break up workers and to 
assault anyone who stood 
in the way of their profits.” 

Who is to say what 
would have happened if 
Goodman and Democra-
cy Now! did not have their 

cameras on hand to record 
what happened, to ensure 
that whatever happened 
did not happen in the dark. 
Well, they certainly thrust it 
into the light! 

The video has hit over 13 
million views! For a piece of 
radical journalism, that is 
quite a feat. 

But what is the response 
of the state to a journalist 
who was at the right place 
at the right time, to catch a 
literal glimpse of history? 
To ensure that this incident 
is not simply lost amidst 
the long list of corporate 
privileges? A warrant for 
her arrest, for trespassing 
in order to conduct inter-
views with the Indigenous 
protectors. 

No word yet on whether 
any members of that secu-
rity team will get called in 
but we will wait… and keep 
waiting, most likely… 

What truly blows the 
mind, however, is that these 
security forces were not even 

the arm of the state; this was 
the arm of private, capitalist 
interests trying to enforce 
its own comprehension of 
justice. It starkly reveals the 
embedding of private corpo-
rations into a settler colonial 
security apparatus where the 
primary goal is to extract re-
sources from stolen Indige-
nous land. 

As mentioned before, 
these events are not receiv-
ing their fair share of main-
stream coverage — although 
indie media is certainly 
keeping the issue a visible 
one — and neither is the 
attack against the free press 
that the warrant for Good-
man represents. It is a game 
of corporate politics, where 
mainstream media must 
avoid agitating the ones 
who butter their bread. 

While indie media sourc-
es may not need to worry 
about the corporate inter-
ests they offend, it still does 
not mean that the hands of 
indie journalists are free. 

Ninjas from the Unicorn Riot 
alternative media team also 
covered the protests and 
lockdowns that ensued af-
ter the feds’ announcement 
to halt pipeline construc-
tion near the confrontation 
zone. Their footage shows 
two of them being arrested 
for “criminal trespass,” ac-
cording to cops at the scene. 

These recent events re-
veal the importance of al-
ternative media being at the 
epicentre of a historical, po-
litical, anti-colonial struggle 
and disseminating footage 
that can galvanize a move-
ment on the same level as 
social media. Corporate me-
dia tends to only rush to the 
scene after law enforcement 
declares “violence” has oc-
curred and they then typical-
ly “report” — misrepresent 
the situation entirely and/
or rely on police-crafted key 
messages — from behind 
the police lines. 

The important work 
undertaken by indepen-
dent journalists, such as in 
the present case, helps to 
shine light on the violent 
machinations at the core 
of Indigenous land dispos-
session, the centrality of 
industry and the security 
establishment to the settler 
colonial project.

Equally important, it 
demonstrates a necessity 
in orientating alternative 
media to focus issues using 
an anti-colonial lens, even 
if it means we are not wel-
comed with open arms by 
certains corps. 

Unwelcome or not, if we 
need to be there, we will be.

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com
Join us
facebook  The Leveller: Campus • Community • Culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

Editorial Board Jorge González
   Joseph Hutt
   Adam Kostrich
   Sarah Nixon
   Lauren Scott 
Managing Editor Joseph Hutt
Production  Adam Ashby Gibbard
Contributors  Naheen Ahmed
   Jenna Amirault
   Andy Crosby
   Elizabeth Gordon
   Mancini Ho
   Brian McDougall
   Fa’Ttima Omran
   Travis Poland
   Ronnie Safarov
Photography   Naheen Ahmed
& Illustration  Jenna Amirault
   Andy Crosby
   Inclusivity Zone
   Indigenous  
   Environmental Network
   Itsgoingdown.org
   Krystian Olszanski (Flickr)
   Treaty 8 Justice   
   for Peace Caravan/Facebook
Copy Editors  Charissa Feres
   Mancini Ho   
Online Editor  Charissa Feres 
Distribution   Guillaume Beaulieu-Blais
Coordinators  Jen Duford
Operations Manager Andy Crosby
Governing Board Krishna E Bera
   Fazeela Jiwa
   Ajay Parasram
Les Sans-Culottes
Auteures  Céline Hequet
   Mathieu Massé
Photographie  George Hodan
   Gage Skidmore

EDITORIAL

CAN’T SHUT US DOWN!

WE’RE LOOKING FOR 

LEVELLERS! 
CHECK OUT PAGE 15 FOR THE DETAILS.



3

NEWS

“From Kitchi-sippi to 
Clyde River, from Elsipogtog 
to Haida Gwaii, Akwasasne 
and everywhere in between, 
Indigenous peoples know 
what’s happening at Stand-
ing Rock,” said King. “We 
feel it, we recognize it.”

Josée Wenjack, a youth 
speaker at the rally, described 
the DAPL as “a ticking time 
bomb waiting to bleed into 
our rivers,” threatening clean 
water for future generations.

“Water is not a privi-
lege but it is a basic human 
right,” she said.

Many of these existing 
and proposed ticking time 
bombs snake throughout 
Canada and the United 
States and they are built and 
financed by powerful compa-
nies and financial interests.

In relation to the DAPL, 
King implored the crowd to 
pressure and hold account-
able Canadian banks who 

are financing the pipeline 
and a Canadian company 
who has a one-third stake in 
the pipeline.

He was referring to En-
bridge, who recently bought 
into the Bakken pipeline 
system — comprised of the 
DAPL and the Energy Trans-
fer Crude Oil Pipeline — for 
US$1.5 billion. The DAPL 
portion of the system is 
slated to snake from North 
Dakota to Illinois and trans-
port 500,000 barrels of oil 
per day.

Enbridge and TransCan-
ada, two of Canada’s largest 
pipeline companies, have 
projects proposed to build 
vast networks of pipelines 
through Indigenous terri-
tories, including the now 
quashed Northern Gateway 
Pipeline and its back-up 
plan, Energy East.

Referencing the Tran-
sCanada’s proposed Energy 
East pipeline, which would 
stretch 4,600 kilometres and 
pump 1.1 million barrels of 

Alberta tar sands crude per 
day through Ontario and 
Quebec to Saint John, New 
Brunswick for export, Com-
manda warned, “We must 
ensure the black snake does 
not cross here. The prophecy 
said we must cut off the head 
of the black snake.”

Red Warrior flags speck-
led throughout the crowd 
flapped gently in the breeze, 
a now common anti-colo-
nial symbol at Indigenous 
protests, blockades and 
reclamation sites, as Otta-
wa police and the RCMP 
looked on.

Access to Information 
researchers have revealed 
that the RCMP and various 
government departments, 
including Public Safety and 
Indigenous and Northern 
Affairs, monitor and report 
on all Indigenous rights-
based protests. The RCMP 
officer chattering loudly on 
his phone demonstrates that 
efforts to conceal the surveil-
lance are limited.

STANDING ROCK 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NATIONWIDE PRISON 
STRIKE TARGETS 
INSTITUTIONAL SLAVERY

JUSTICE FOR THE PEACE 
CARAVAN HITS OTTAWA

Prisoners strive to remove the 
shackles of big business

Opposition to Site C Dam Growing, 
Before the Courts

Andy Crosby

It is still unknown how 
many prisons were affect-
ed but a nationwide prison 
strike in the U.S. on Sept. 9 
was declared to be the larg-
est in national history.

The “nationally coordi-
nated work stoppage and 
protest,” according to Sup-
portPrisonerResistance.net, 
coincided with the 45th an-
niversary of the Attica upris-
ing, where 1,000 prisoners 
seized control of the prison 
to protest poor conditions 
and demand political rights.

Forty-five years later, tens 
of thousands of prisoners 
across dozens of prisons par-
ticipated in various disrup-
tive actions against what the 
Wobblies’ – the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW) 
– Incarcerated Workers Orga-

nizing Committee (IWOC) 
call “prison slavery.”

Melvin Ray of the Free 
Alabama Movement de-
scribed the link between 
prison slavery and the 13th 
Amendment to the Consti-
tution from the bowels of 
the Holman Correctional 
Facility in an interview with 
submedia.tv via Skype. Ray 
notes that the 13th Amend-
ment doesn’t actually abol-
ish slavery and that there 
are exceptions within that 
clause for people who have 
been convicted of a crime.

“After the 13th Amend-
ment was ratified, the institu-
tion of slavery was taken away 
from private owners and then 
it was taken under the control 
of the states,” according to 
Ray. “The criminal justice sys-
tem became stewards of the 
enterprise of slavery.”

Ray described the US 
prison population as repre-
senting a free labour pool 
for corporations.

“Once we’ve been con-
victed, we become the prop-
erty of the state and the state 
uses us to balance their bud-
gets,” he said.

He described prisoners 
making a variety of products 
for different companies, as 
well as for the government, 
including night-vision gog-
gles, uniforms and boots for 
the US military.

“We produce billions and 
billions of dollars each year 
for companies like Walmart, 
McDonald’s, Wendy’s, John 
Deere, Victoria Secret,” said 
Ray. “We answer call centres 
for AT&T and Verizon. We 
make eye glasses, dentures 
and all these different variet-
ies of products.”

As part of the prison 
strike, IWOC called for ac-
tions in solidarity that re-
sulted in demonstrations in 
more than 60 cities across the 
US and around the world.

A protest in Portland, Or-
egon targeted the local Mc-
Donald’s, which Ray refer-
enced as also being a target 
of the Free Alabama Move-
ment. Ray described pris-
oners making uniforms for 
the fast-food chain as well 
as running cattle ranches 
across the country for beef 
patties and dairy products.

Andy Crosby

Opposition to the Site C 
Dam project in British Co-
lumbia hit Parliament Hill 
on Sept. 13 as the Treaty 8 
Justice for the Peace Cara-
van arrived in Ottawa.

The Caravan debarked 
from Fort St. John en route 
to Montréal to coincide 
with a Federal Court of Ap-
peal hearing filed by the 
West Moberly and Proph-
et River First Nations from 
northeastern B.C.

The First Nations are 
fighting to overturn federal 
approval of the $8.8 billion 
mega-project that they claim 
infringes on their treaty and 
constitutionally protected 
rights. The now approved 
Site C dam will effectively 
flood 83 kilometres of the 
Peace River valley and de-
stroy 5,500 hectares of land.

The Trudeau government 
issued permits on July 27 al-
lowing construction to con-
tinue, despite various legal 
challenges before the courts.

“We offered an olive 
branch and they took it and 
stabbed us in the face,” said 
West Moberly First Nations 
Chief Roland Willson at the 
Ottawa rally.

Indigenous organizations 
are imploring the Trudeau 
Liberals to honour their elec-
tion campaign commitment 
to redefine the relationship 
with Indigenous peoples on 
a nation-to-nation basis.

“From the time this proj-
ect has been proposed, First 
Nations have consistently 
voiced their strong support 
for Treaty 8 Chiefs and the 
requirement, under Cana-
da’s constitution and under 
international human rights 
law, to secure the free, pri-
or and informed consent 
of West Moberly First Na-
tion and Prophet River First 
Nation on the Site C hy-
droelectric development,” 
stated Regional Chief Shane 
Gottfriedson of the B.C. 
Assembly of First Nations 
(BCAFN) in a Sept. 14 press 
release.

The B.C. government 
green-lighted construction 
in December 2014, which 
prompted a 62-day occu-
pation to prevent logging 

around the site. The Rocky 
Mountain Fort Camp was 
forced to dismantle after the 
B.C. Supreme Court granted 
an injunction to B.C. Hydro 
Crown Corporation.

The Crown Corporation 
has since filed a SLAPP-
style lawsuit against the 
Indigenous land defenders 
and Peace Valley farmers, 
even after they turned the 
“Class 1 heritage site into 
a Site C waste rock dump,” 
according to DeSmog Can-
ada. The lawsuit accuses six 
Peace Valley residents of 
conspiracy, intimidation, 
trespass, creating a public 
and a private nuisance and 
“intentional interference 
with economic relations by 
unlawful means.”

Dam opponents ap-
peared undeterred after the 
injunction was granted.

“We have 40 years of 
opposing this project in its 
current form,” said Yvonne 
Tupper of the Salteaux First 
Nation and Justice for the 
Peace Caravan participant 
outside of the courthouse 
on Feb. 29. “This dam is not 
needed. It has a short lifes-
pan compared to our Treaty 
8 rights which are forever.”

Outside of Indigenous 
circles, the project and ap-
proval process has been 
widely criticized.

Amnesty International 
released a report in August 
2016 titled, “The Point of 
No Return: The Human 
Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples in Canada Threatened 
by the Site C Dam.” The 
scathing report criticized 
the consultation process 
and recommended that 
the federal and provincial 
governments “immediately 
suspend or rescind all ap-
provals and permits.”

Former chair of the Ca-
nadian Environmental As-
sessment Agency’s review 
panel, Harry Swain, told 
CBC radio’s The Early Edi-
tion in March 2015 that the 
Site C Dam approval pro-
cess was rushed.

B.C. Hydro’s commu-
nity relations manager 
Dave Conway attempted 
to address, but at the same 
time outright dismissed, 
Indigenous opposition to 

the project, stating on CBC 
radio’s The Current that, 
“We’re committed to work-
ing hard with Aboriginal 
groups to address their con-
cerns and identify oppor-
tunities for them to benefit 
from the project.”

In the same interview, 
he admitted that the ener-
gy generated from the dam 
would not be needed for 20 
to 40 years, a fact reiterated 
by the province’s Energy 
Minister Bill Bennett on the 
same program.

Bennett admitted that 
the need for energy had not 
increased in eight years and, 
in actuality, there exists a 
surplus in the province. Af-
firming the claim made by 
dam opponents that the me-
ga-project will benefit indus-
try, he stated, “We’re building 
this based on Statistics Cana-
da’s projection of a popula-
tion growth of more than a 
million people in the next 20 
years and potential econom-
ic development coming from 
mining, forestry and poten-
tially natural gas and liquid 
natural gas development.”

Despite the province’s 
shortcomings and missteps, 
opposition is now focussed 
on the Trudeau Liberals, 
including Justice Minister 
Jody Wilson-Raybould, for-
mer chief of the BCAFN. A 
video shared by Press Prog-
ress and reported by The 
Tyee shows a 2012 interview 
with the former chief criti-
cizing Site C for “running 
roughshod” over Indige-
nous treaty rights.

While Wilson-Raybould 
has since remained silent 
on the issue, MP for Win-
nipeg-Centre Robert-Falcon 
Ouellette broke ranks with 
the Liberal caucus.

“I’m not convinced that, 
after having spoken with 
some of the people who 
were travelling across the 
country, that they have been 
consulted and talked to and 
I’m not sure even that we 
meet the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples,” he told the Cana-
dian Press.

A panel of three justices 
heard the appeal on Sept. 
12 with the date of the deci-
sion unknown at this time.

Photo: itsgoingdown.org

Photo: Treaty 8 Justice for Peace Caravan/Facebook

“Once we’ve been 
convicted, we become 
the property of the 
state and the state 
uses us to balance 
their budgets.”
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WHAT’S AT STAKE Things you should know 
about the OSG and student debt

 Jenna Amirault

DISINFORMATION 
ABOUT ONTARIO 
STUDENT GRANT

Ontario’s Liberal gov-
ernment has pushed for 
privatized and multi-tiered 
educational reform since 
2003. The Liberals have in-
creasingly sought to tie uni-
versities’ funding to stra-
tegic mandate agreements 
and performance-based 
outcomes. Since 2003, 
the cost of education has 
doubled and students 
have been forced to bear 
the brunt of the costs by 
accumulating egregious 
amounts of debt. Accord-
ing to the Canadian Feder-
ation of Students, the aver-
age undergraduate student 
graduates with $27,000 in 
debt, and graduates stu-
dents finishing with closer 
to $41,000. 

Presently, the Liberal 
government is reforming the 
Ontario Student Assistance 
Program, promising free 
tuition for students from 
families with a net income 
of $50,000 or less and a re-
duction in tuition fees for 
students coming from fam-
ilies with a net income of 
$83,000 or less. The Liberals 
claim that the Ontario Stu-
dent Grant (OSG) reforms 
will deliver free education 
to 150,000 students and re-
duce tuition costs for a fur-
ther 170,000 (to a total of 

320,000 students affected). 
Liberal leadership says it 
will do all this for $1.3 bil-
lion, the price tag for exist-
ing tax credits for students. 

Many have pointed out 
the problems with the Lib-
erals’ math, including a 
February 2016 Maclean’s 
article by Zane Schwartz . 
First, the Government es-
timates the average cost of 
tuition to be $6,160 — ac-
cording to the 2016 Ontario 
budget — when the average 
cost of tuition in Ontario is 
in fact $7,868. Second, the 
$1.3 billion budget is sim-
ply not enough to deliver 
on the promises to elimi-
nate and reduce tuition cost 
for 320,000 students. 

Third, the OSG is not 
tied to tuition fee increas-
es. This means that grant 
funding will remain flat if 
(and when) tuition fees rise 
in the future — this is espe-
cially worrying now, given 
that the government’s three 
per cent cap on tuition in-
creases expires in 2017. 
Government funding for 
post-secondary education 
is set to decrease over the 
next three years as it falls 
far below inflation. On top 
of this, the government is 
increasing the individual 
student debt ceiling from 
$7,400 to $10,000 per year.

The OSG is also not ac-
cessible to Ontario’s most 
economically vulnerable 
post-secondary students. 
International students 

(who face the highest tui-
tion fees of all and reached 
numbers of approximate-
ly 48,000 attendees in the 
2014-2015 school year, ac-
cording to the Council of 
Ontario Universities) and 
students who have failed a 
credit check, have defaulted 
on a previous student loan 
or declared bankruptcy are 
beyond its scope. 

All this means that the 
government will have ample 
opportunity to advance its 
goal of further deregulating 
and privatizing education 
in the near future. Despite 
all the government’s hype 
about free tuition, Ontario 
students will likely pay more 
for post-secondary educa-
tion in the coming years. By 
presenting the OSG as the 
solution to student prob-
lems, the government refus-
es to recognize the actual, 
underlying, systemic depth 
of the issue of student debt. 

CARLETON UNIVERSITY  
Last year, Carleton stu-

dents rallied to demand the 
Board of Governors vote 
against increasing tuition 
fees. Despite outcries from 
students (and the univer-
sity’s $18.4 million dollar 
surplus), the board decided 
to once again increase tui-
tion fees by the maximum 
legal amount: three per cent 
for undergraduates, five per 
cent for graduate students, 
and eight per cent for inter-
national students. 

The university tried to 
hide the increased fees for 
graduate students, claiming 
that their tuition would not 
increase. The Graduate Stu-
dents’ Association exposed 
this in March 2016 and called 
for Carleton to present accu-
rate information concerning 
tuition increases. 

The Carleton Board of 
Governors’ decision to raise 
tuition fees demonstrat-
ed once again that Board 
members represent private 
interests, not the interests 
of students, campus work-
ers or public education. 
The Board, most of whom 
are wealthy individuals ap-
pointed by the university 
administration, refuses to 
work with students or con-
sider the alternatives that 
they propose. 

This reluctance on the 
side of administration fur-
ther demonstrates the dan-
ger of grant reform over 
real systemic changes that 
ensure dedicated public 
funding for universities and 
free education for students. 
Because the government is 
not tying its post-second-
ary funding to inflation, the 
share paid out of students’ 
pockets will continue to in-
crease year after year. 

Jenna Amirault is the Vice-Pres-
ident External of the Carleton 
Graduate Students’ Association 
(GSA). Get involved in the GSA 
Political Action Committee by 
e-mailing vpx@gsacarleton.ca

Image taken during the last rally against raised tuition fees at Carleton, 2015.  Photo: Jenna Amirault

STUDENTS FIGHT BACK 
WITH DAY OF ACTION 
AGAINST FEES

Students across Canada will mobilize on Nov. 2 for 
the first National Day of Action against tuition fees 
since 2012. They are demanding free and accessible 
education for all through the reduction and elimination 
of tuition fees, conversion of student loans into non-
repayable grants and the removal of interest rates on 
all existing student loans. 

The Day of Action was called by the Canadian 
Federation of Students (CFS) at the National Annual 
Meeting on June 4 as a result of students recognizing 
the need to mobilize to defend their own interests. In 
Ottawa, students at Carleton University, the University 
of Ottawa and Saint Paul University are working 
together to make sure their voices are heard. 

In Ontario, students continue to face the highest 
tuition fees in the country. As they prepare to take 
to the streets, students and organizers alike are 
confronting new challenges, including a provincial 
government that has not reduced or even frozen tuition 
fees but claims it will be providing “free education” 
to a number of students beginning in the 2017-2018 
academic year through the Ontario Student Grants 
(OSG) program. 

A closer look at the OSG (as seen in the adjoining 
article) suggests it is part of longstanding efforts 
to privatize and deregulate university education. It 
accelerates the trend of university funding coming 
out of the pockets of individuals as opposed to public 
funding. At Carleton, tuition fees now make up 58 per 
cent of the operating budget versus only 37 per cent 
coming from public funding. Carleton’s administration 
has not supported students’ efforts to reverse this trend. 

EDUCATION IS A RIGHT
Students in Canada are demanding free, accessible 

and emancipatory education. Neo-liberal funding 
cuts and “solutions” designed to further privatize 
and deregulate universities will not be accepted. 
Students affirm that education is a right that must 
be guaranteed in practice with the public control and 
social responsibility of a society providing a bright 
future for its youth. 

That is the demand students are going all out for in 
the National Day of Action on Nov. 2. 



5

OPINION/CAMPUS

I THOUGHT WE WERE IN A DEFICIT…
On how corporatization and suspicious spending overshadow uOttawa Frosh Week
 Jorge González

To many people, the idea 
of being in a deficit would 
likely evoke reflex thoughts 
like “Don’t spend,” “Save 
money” and “Be responsi-
ble.” To educational insti-
tutions like the University 
of Ottawa, however, such 
thoughts never seem to cross 
the administration’s minds. 

As a graduate student who 
is quite involved in campus 
politics and organizations 
that liaise between the stu-
dent body and the adminis-
tration, nary a day or meeting 
goes by that we do not hear of 
the impending doom of debt 
slowly creeping its way onto 
the uOttawa campus. 

Academic departmental 
budgets across campus have 
been cut by a minimum of 
two per cent. The library 
budget has been slashed and 
access to online journals 
will be severely restricted. 
Travel and conference fund-
ing for students continues to 
decrease while international 
student tuition continues 
to rise. If one did not know 
better, one could verily pre-
sume that our thousands of 
dollars in tuition and fees 
were not being used for any-
thing save maintenance and 
faculty salaries. 

If only this was the case.
With the beginning of a 

new academic year at uOt-
tawa comes Frosh Week 
— seven calendar days of 
events and activities, free 
food and games, and friend-
ship-building and social 
cohesion. Being a graduate 
student and an objective 
outsider, the concept of Fro-
sh Week is rather fascinat-
ing: massive herds of under-
graduates being introduced 

to university “culture” while 
simultaneously being la-
belled and segregated based 
on their faculty and depart-
ment of choice. 

As the cacophony of Fro-
sh Week envelops uOttawa’s 
main campus, one cannot 
help but notice the dras-
tic differences in the look 
and feel of this year’s Week 
compared to years past. For 

a university supposedly pre-
paring for a budget deficit, 
there are certainly many 
shiny new additions — 
mostly superficial — to the 
campus and its facilities. 

As a veteran student 
whose life is based in the 
Faculty of Social Science 
building, the construction 
and associated raucous of 
the University Square sym-
bolised the irony of institu-
tional debt. How can an ad-
ministration trimming the 
fat still manage to construct 
a ridiculous tent and gigan-
tic cement slab in the face of 
departmental downsizing? 

Fine. I get it. The admin-
istration wants to impress its 
new students. Great. 

If only this was all.
As one walks through the 

heart of the uOttawa campus 
during Frosh Week, one is 
immediately exposed to an-
other disturbing sight. Shiny, 
new and enormous television 
screens cordoned off from the 
unwashed masses broadcast 
rather disconcerting informa-
tion. No, they do not show 
clips from last year’s football 
games. No, they do not show 
the academic highlights of 
what professors are publish-
ing or what student groups 
are doing around campus 
and in the community. 

These 1984-esque screens 
advertise businesses: sky-

diving, Simons and other 
non-academic material. 
The last I checked, this was 
a university, an institution 
where students go to learn 
of sociology and biology, 
French literature and envi-
ronmental engineering, not 
about the new designers and 
sales at Simons. 

In this same technologi-
cal vein, university buildings 
now house interactive smart 
screens, reminiscent of giant 
iPads, that display campus 
maps and other informa-
tion. From what budget did 
these televisions and smart 
screens come? 

Meanwhile, as students 
walk from building to build-
ing or departmental booth 
to another, one is assaulted 
by corporate advertising and 
freebies: Folgers; Bed, Bath 
and Beyond; ScotiaBank. It 
is unfathomable to believe 
that corporations are able 
to advertise to students on 
a public university’s cam-
pus without some form of 
sponsorship. Where does 
that money go? If only this 
institution was transparent.

When I was younger, I was 
strongly influenced by the 
American MTV series Daria. 
One episode in particular 
really seems to encapsulate 
my impressions of this year’s 
uOttawa Frosh Week. In the 
episode “Fizz Ed,” Lawndale 

High experiences a deficit, 
much like uOttawa’s, and 
the administration sells its 
integrity to a fictitious soda 
company, Ultra Cola. Within 
days, the school’s campus is 
plastered with posters, ban-
ners, new team uniforms and 
other forms of advertisement 
brandishing “Ultra Cola.” 
Deeply disturbed by how her 
classmates are being affected 
by Lawndale’s corporatiza-
tion, Daria pleads her case 
with the district superinten-
dent. 

As a fellow cynic and 
all-around malcontent, I 
often identify with Daria as 
a series and as a character. 
uOttawa’s own corporatiza-
tion reminds me of a, albeit 
modified, quotation from 
“Fizz Ed:” 

“It’s about whether 
a public [university] 
should be using its 
status as a place of au-
thority to serve as one 
more marketing tenta-
cle of corporate [Cana-
da] with the taxpayers 
subsidizing it…I give 
[my colleagues] enough 
credit to figure out […] 
that they can’t trust this 
institution…the few 
that still do.” 

Thank you, Daria. I could 
not have said it better myself.

“It’s about whether 
a public [university] 
should be using its 
status as a place of 
authority to serve as one 
more marketing tentacle 
of corporate [Canada] 
with the taxpayers 
subsidizing it…I give 
[my colleagues] enough 
credit to figure out […] 
that they can’t trust this 
institution…the few that 
still do.” 



6

Rentrée scolaire et lutte des classes
Pendant que les banques empochent, les services publics font les frais 
de l’austérité - et ce sont les femmes qui écopent les premières.

Céline Hequet

Cet article est paru sur ricochet.
media le 6 septembere 2016

La semaine dernière encore, 
on annonçait 10 milliards 
de dollars de profits pour les 
banques canadiennes. De 
l’autre côté, 700 élèves de 
Montréal se voyaient privé.e.s 
de transport scolaire, tout ça 
parce que leur commission 
scolaire tentait d’épargner 
une maigre somme de 300 
000 dollars. Mettez ces deux 
chiffres un à côté de l’autre 
: cinq ordres de grandeur les 
séparent. Ce que l’on con-
state, c’est que pendant que 
certain.e.s mangent les mi-
ettes, d’autres cambriolent 
carrément la boulangerie.

On connaît la chanson. 
Nous n’aurions «plus les 
moyens» de nous payer les 
services publics hérités de 
la Révolution tranquille et 
nous serions contraint.e.s 
de renoncer à leurs apports 
déjà bien imparfaits. À ce 
discours sirupeux, il fau-
dra opposer celui selon le-
quel nous n’avons plus les 
moyens de nous priver de 
la juste part des banques. 
Rétablir la taxe sur le capital 
des institutions financières 
rapporterait annuellement 
600 millions de dollars. 
C’est 2000 fois plus que ce 
qu’il manque à la Commis-
sion scolaire de Montréal 
(CSDM) pour rétablir le 
transport de ses 700 élèves 
laissé.e.s sur le bord de la 
route.

UN CHOIX POLITIQUE 
COÛTEUX

La taxe sur le capital a 
été graduellement abolie 
depuis le début des an-
nées 2000, sous prétexte de 
stimuler l’investissement 
des entreprises et donc, 
l’économie en général. À 
terme, cela devait rapport-
er des revenus supérieurs à 
l’État que ceux dont il s’était 
volontairement privé. Or, 
non seulement cet effet n’a 
pas été observé, mais la ma-
jorité des investissements 
des banques se font de toute 

façon dans le secteur finan-
cier et non dans le secteur 
productif. Cela veut dire, no-
tamment, que lorsqu’elles 
ont plus de capital entre les 
mains, les banques ne créent 
pas plus d’emplois.

En ce moment, c’est car-
rément un cadeau que nous 
leur faisons en laissant ces 
600 millions de dollars 
supplémentaires entre leurs 
mains. Rien ne justifie un 
tel choix politique, sauf 
peut-être la parenté entre 
ceux et celles qui prennent 
ces décisions et ceux et 
celles qui en profitent. En-
tre les lignes du discours 
sur l’équilibre budgétaire, 
on lit sans peine la volonté 
de l’élite économique et 
politique de se reproduire 
et de s’enrichir toujours 
davantage. Trois médecins 
qui se votent une hausse 
de salaire, ce n’était que la 
pointe de l’iceberg. C’était 
la partie un peu grossière 
d’un stratagème complexe 
et ramifié, impliquant des 
crédits d’impôt sur les gains 
en capital et les dividendes, 
des réductions d’impôts et 
des subventions pour les 
entreprises, des redevances 
burlesques sur les ressou-
rces naturelles, des REER, 
CELI et autres acronymes 
aux consonances d’évite-
ment fiscal.

Si l’abolition de la taxe 
sur le capital des institutions 
financières n’a pas permis 
de stimuler l’économie ni de 
créer de l’emploi, il faut par 
contre souligner une chose 
: lorsque le gouvernement 
perd des revenus, il sup-
prime bel et bien des em-
plois. La CSDM prévoit par 
exemple couper 20 postes 
d’orthopédagogues. Même 
les ministres n’osent plus 
dire de leur voix mièvre que 
les compressions n’affect-
eront pas les services. D’au-
tres effets bien tangibles 
sont en train d’être recensés 
sur la page Facebook Le livre 
noir des coupures en éduca-
tion par les personnes qui 
sont sur le terrain pour les 
observer. L’IRIS, à ce titre, a 
également fait un travail ma-
gistral avec son Observatoire 
des conséquences des me-
sures d’austérité au Québec 
où l’on a répertorié les im-
pacts concrets des coupures 
effectuées dans tous les sec-
teurs publics, de la santé à 
l’éducation, en passant par 
l’égalité hommes-femmes.

LE BANQUIER, L’INFIRMIÈRE 
ET LA BOULANGÈRE

Or, si l’austérité peut 
frapper directement les or-
ganismes qui luttent contre 
le sexisme, il faut noter que 
la plupart des autres com-

pressions budgétaires ont 
elles aussi un impact plus 
grand sur les femmes. En 
effet, qui travaille major-
itairement dans les écoles et 
les CLSC? Qui assure le tra-
vail de soin, institutionnal-
isé au tournant des années 
70, dans notre société? Ce 
n’est pas pour rien qu’on dit 
«les infirmières». Le travail 
qui était autrefois exécuté 
par les femmes au foyer a 
désormais été partiellement 
socialisé... même si ce sont 
encore des femmes qui le 
font. Si l’on coupe dans ces 

services, non seulement les 
femmes perdront des em-
plois, mais il est probable 
qu’elles héritent davantage 
de travail effectué sans ré-
munération, dans la sphère 
privée, comme c’est le cas ac-
tuellement avec les proches 
aidantes. En effet, même si 
«on est en 2016», ce sont 
encore des femmes qui as-
surent la plus grande partie 
du travail domestique.

De l’autre côté de la 
médaille, qui fait partie de 
l’élite économique? Parmi 
les 20 personnes les plus 

riches de la planète, on 
compte seulement deux 
femmes. L’idée n’est pas de 
dire qu’il devrait apparaître 
plus de femmes au classe-
ment Forbes, mais plutôt 
de démontrer que cette élite 
n’est certainement pas ab-
straite et asexuée. Transférer 
de l’argent des moins au 
plus nantis, c’est aussi en 
prendre aux femmes pour 
en redonner aux hommes. 
Est-ce de là qu’on a tiré l’ex-
pression : vouloir le pain, 
l’argent du pain et le cul de 
la boulangère?

Rien ne justifie un 
tel choix politique, 
sauf peut-être 
la parenté entre 
ceux et celles 
qui prennent ces 
décisions et ceux 
et celles qui en 
profitent.

Photo: George Hodan

Le Leveller étend 
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Nous acceptons actuellement 
des articles en français pour la 
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la révision de textes en français, 
contactez-nous!
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Les montagnes russes de Trump

Mathieu Massé

Cet article est paru sur ricochet.
media le 8 septembere 2016

Le magnat de l’immobilier, 
l’animateur de télé-réalité 
et nouvellement candidat à 
la Maison-Blanche voit sa 
popularité chuter depuis les 
conventions républicaines et 
démocrates. Ses déclarations 
sur le capitaine Humayun 
Khan, mort en Irak en 2004 
lui ont été tragiques dans les 
sondages. Ses récents efforts 

pour pomper l’eau hors de 
son paquebot ne se ressentent 
pas encore alors qu’il traîne 
près de 11 points derrière Hil-
lary Clinton. Mais comment 
a-t-il construit son bateau? 
Comment en est-il parvenu à 
le faire flotter?

TRUMP L’ENRAGÉ
Pour n’importe quel au-

tre candidat, une seule des 
nombreuses déclarations im-
pulsives de Donald Trump 
aurait signé, au cours des 15 
derniers mois, la fin de la 
campagne, la désertion des 

partisan-es et un abandon de 
la course. Ce qui aurait été 
considéré comme une grave 
erreur ou une affirmation 
maladroite pour Ted Cruz 
ou Marco Rubio est pratique-
ment devenue la marque 
de commerce de Donald 
Trump. Il a en quelque sorte 
«démocratisé» l’insulte.

La thèse soutenue par 
bien des observateurs, dont 
le documentariste engagé 
Michael Moore ou le journal-
iste américain Ezra Klein, est 
que Trump a attiré une toute 
nouvelle frange de la société 
américaine.L’électeur surnom-
mé «The angry white man» 
(l’homme blanc fâché) voit 
en Donald Trump un sauveur 
de l’Amérique. Pas étonnant 
que le slogan «Make America 
Great Again» parle directe-
ment à ce nouvel électorat. 
Ce dernier voit dans les huit 
dernières années une destruc-
tion des valeurs américaines 
et dans le «Obamacare», un 
virage vers le socialisme qui 
ressuscite (presque) une peur 
datant de la guerre froide.

Christophe Cloutier, 
chercheur à l’Observatoire 
sur les États-Unis de la Chaire 
Raoul-Dandurand, met un 
bémol sur cette théorie. «Il 
est vrai que le Parti répub-
licain est un parti d’hom-
mes blancs, et que Trump 
vient soulever l’animosité 
des Latino-Américain-es, 
des Afro-Américain-es, des 
femmes, et qu’il ne fait ab-
solument rien pour aller 
chercher ces votes-là, mais il 
est encore très tôt pour dire 
que ce ne seront que des 
“hommes blancs fâchés” qui 
décideront qui va entrer à la 
Maison-Blanche».

Le chercheur admet 
toutefois qu’il est impres-
sionnant de voir que beau-
coup de ces «Angry white 
men» sont des gens qui nor-
malement ne votent pas lors 

des primaires. Trump a, en 
quelque sorte, réveillé cette 
partie de l’électorat répub-
licain. «C’est quelque chose 
qui a pris l’”establishment” 
du parti par surprise et qui a 
joué contre ce dernier quand 
les républicains se sont ren-
du compte que Trump allait 
vraiment gagner.»

TRUMP, LE POLITICIEN
Notons qu’au cours de 

la dernière année, les deux 
partis américains ont eu 
un parcours bien différent. 
Démocrates et républicains 
avaient chacun leur candi-
dat-e désigné-e. Hillary Clin-
ton était considérée depuis 
très longtemps comme la 
prochaine qui s’emparerait 
du titre de POTUS (Presi-
dent of the United States).

Du côté républicain, un 
nombre important de can-
didats «normaux» étaient 
en lice avant que Trump ne 
fasse son entrée fracassante. 
Bush, Rubio et Cruz auraient 
tous pu l’emporter. La course 
à l’investiture démocrate a 
aussi vu un candidat surprise 
entrer en scène. Le socialiste 
Bernie Sanders a mené une 
chaude lutte à Hillary, pra-
tiquement jusqu’à la conven-
tion nationale. On a compris 
que les cartes étaient jouées 
d’avance quand sont sortis au 
grand jour les fameux courri-
els dévoilant que l’«establish-
ment» du Parti démocrate 
s’était entendu pour écarter 
M. Sanders. Ce sont en fin 
de compte les super-délégués 
qui se sont ligués contre le 
socialiste.

Alors que ces révélations 
menaient à la démission 
de la présidente du parti, 
Debbie Wasserman Shultz, 
pourquoi les républicains 
n’ont pas eux aussi organ-
isé la défaite de leur can-
didat indésirable? Christo-
phe Cloutier explique tout 

d’abord que les mécanismes 
de garde-fous qui existent 
au parti démocrate ne sont 
pas présents au parti répub-
licain. Les républicains ne 
pouvaient pas simplement 
écarter Donald Trump du 
revers de la main. «Dès le 
départ, les super-délégués 
ont donné une avance im-
portante à Hillary Clinton, 
ce qui n’était pas le cas pour 
les candidats du parti répub-
licain, puisqu’il n’y a pas de 
super-délégués.»

M. Cloutier met l’accent 
sur le fait que ces mécanismes 
sont présents dans le proces-
sus des primaires démocrates 
pour la simple raison qu’ils 
ont déjà eu à s’organiser 
avec des candidats nuisibles. 
«Comme en 1972, avec le 
sénateur George Mcgovern 
et en 1980, avec Ted Kenne-
dy, qui avait lancé un défi au 
Président en exercice, Jimmy 
Carter. Ce sont vraiment de 
mauvaises expériences qui 
ont mené le parti démocrate 
à mettre en place le système 
de super-délégués.»

Selon le chercheur, ce 
genre de mauvaise surprise 
n’arrive pas en temps normal 
au «Grand Old Party.» «On dit 
des républicains qu’ils sont 
dans un parti très discipliné, 
qu’on peut prédire quatre ans 
à l’avance qui sera le prochain 
candidat, et que c’est celui-là 
qui obtient la nomination; 
comme McCain en 2008 et 
Romney en 2012.»

Les républicains 
n’avaient donc pas du tout 
prévu l’arrivée tonitruante 
de Donald Trump. «Il s’agit 
vraiment d’une aberration 
cette année», laisse entendre 
M. Cloutier.

TRUMP DÉCHU?
La popularité du can-

didat américain est main-
tenant en chute libre. Ses 
déclarations sur la famille 

d’un soldat musulman mort 
au combat lui ont fait mal. 
Le 11 août, il en rajoutait en 
affirmant que le président 
Obama était le fondateur du 
groupe armé État islamique.

Depuis, ses organisateurs 
de campagne tentent de le 
contrôler. Mais le parti n’au-
rait pas complètement jeté 
l’éponge. On peut mainte-
nant observer que Donald 
Trump utilise le télépromp-
teur plus régulièrement 
et qu’il improvise moins. 
«Bonne nouvelle!» ont dû se 
dire les têtes républicaines.

Probablement dans le 
but de rallier les répub-
licains plus modérés, il a 
même nuancé sa promesse 
de «mettre à la porte» les 
gens qui résident illégale-
ment aux États-Unis. Selon 
le New York Times, il a af-
firmé être ouvert à laisser 
certains d’entre eux rester au 
pays conditionnellement à 
ce qu’ils paient des taxes de 
manière rétroactive.

Cette position, résume le 
NYT, ira peut-être chercher 
les électeurs et électrices qui 
sont encore indécis-es, mais 
lui fera, du même coup, per-
dre la confiance de l’élector-
at qu’il a réveillé lors des pri-
maires avec ses déclarations 
incendiaires. Sa «nouvelle» 
position sur l’immigration, 
en étant proche de celle 
défendue par ses anciens 
adversaires au moment des 
primaires (et même celle 
de Barack Obama), le place 
donc dans l’embarras.

Christophe Cloutier 
estime que si le «désastre 
Donald Trump» mène les 
républicains à une cuisante 
défaite, la tentation sera 
très forte pour ces derniers 
d’instaurer des mécanismes 
de défense tels que les su-
per-délégués. Il ajoute toute-
fois qu’il sera très difficile 
pour le parti de vendre une 
telle chose à son électorat. 
«L’idée, c’est de savoir ce 
qu’il voudra. Peut-être que 
les démocrates seront égalés 
à la Maison-Blanche, mais si 
les républicains contrôlent 
les deux chambres, ils au-
ront beaucoup de pouvoir. 
Peut-être vont-ils se conten-
ter de ça.»

 L’électeur surnommé «The angry white 

man» (l’homme blanc fâché) voit en 

Donald Trump un sauveur de l’Amérique.

Photo: Gage Skidmore

Les Sans-culottes 
étaient les 
révolutionnaires 
radicaux pendant 
la Révolution 
française (vers 
1789). Leur nom 
émanait des 
pantalons qu’ils 
portaient au lieu 
de la culotte courte 
et des bas, portés 
par les nobles et 
les bourgeois.

Le Leveller étend 
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imately 500 people” attending the June 17 
Sacred Walk in support, according to rabble.
ca — it is clear that there are a number of 
local residents who want their governments to 
pursue reconciliation with Indigenous peoples 
and to rein in the wealthy developers who con-
trol and profit from development in our cities. 
What is needed is a strategy that can work.

A  BETTER STRATEGY 

Stop Windmill (SW) activists have designed 
a plan based, among other things, on the in-
formation contained in the NCC map. The 
map indicates that the Trudeau government 
still has the power to reverse the Harper-era 
decision to transfer Crown land on Chaudière 
and Albert Islands to Windmill and halt the 
Zibi project. As of June 2016, the Govern-
ment of Canada still “owned” about 35 per 

cent of the land on those two islands.
If the federal lands are not transferred to 

Windmill, the entire condo project would like-
ly be jeopardized. 

Success depends on the ability of an-
ti-Windmill activists to inform and mobilize 
local sympathizers in a way that really pres-
sures the Trudeau government. Local Liberal 
MPs need to understand they will pay a se-
rious political price for allowing Zibi to pro-
ceed. Locally, the key person in the Liberal 
government is Ottawa Centre MP and Envi-
ronment Minister Catherine McKenna. Last 
year, she won her riding by 3,013 votes. 

Members of SW believe there are more 
than 3,000 people in Ottawa-Centre who op-
pose the Zibi project and support reconcilia-
tion. Stop Windmill hopes to organize them 
in a way that pressures the Trudeau govern-
ment’s senior member in the Ottawa-Gatin-
eau area to oppose the project.

Windmill and Dream corporations 
haven’t started construction of their 
$1.2 billion Zibi condo project on 
the Chaudière Islands, which the 
Algonquin regard as a sacred site. 
This National Capital Commission 
(NCC) map shows that, as of June 
2016, about one-third of the land 
needed for the Zibi project on 
Chaudière and Albert Islands is still in 
the hands of the Crown (government 
of Canada). That insight is powering 
a new campaign Stop Windmill 
is launching this fall in solidarity 
with Algonquin First Nations.  

stop windmill

Brian McDougall
Brian McDougall is an Adjunct Professor of 
Canadian Studies at Carleton University, 
owner of Peoples’ History Walking Tours 
and a founding member of Stop Windmill. 

Ottawa is quickly becoming one of 
the major frontlines in the ongoing 
battle to determine whether Canadi-

ans’ reconciliation with Indigenous peoples 
will take precedence over corporate profits. 

Despite mounting evidence that the 
Trudeau government’s loyalty to business 
outweighs their commitments to consulta-
tion (e.g. its recent decision to ignore Indig-
enous opposition and proceed with the Site 
C Dam in B.C.), Ottawa-area activists still be-
lieve the federal Liberals can be pressured 
into stopping the Zibi condo project on sa-
cred Algonquin land.

THE ROLE OF THE 
HARPER GOVERNMENT

The dispute over the fate of the islands 
and the $1.2 billion project dates back to 
July 2013, when real estate developers 
Windmill and Dream corporations signed a 
letter of intent to redevelop the Domtar in-
dustrial site. They did so with the approval 
and cooperation of the Harper government. 

The Conservatives reversed decades of 
planning which aimed to convert the islands 
from industrial use into parkland. Those 
long-standing plans, developed under the 
guidance of Algonquin Elder William Com-
manda, included small-scale, Algonquin-con-
trolled buildings dedicated to healing and 
reconciliation. The Tories, evidently, worked 
hard to deny the Algonquin a large-scale, 
permanent presence in the very centre of 
“their” capital. 

The list of Zibi’s corporate and political 
supporters is formidable. Windmill and its 
partner Dream Unlimited Corp. enjoy support 
from the federal Conservatives, the Nation-
al Capital Commission, the mayors and city 
councils of Gatineau and Ottawa, local busi-
ness people, the mainstream media, the On-
tario Municipal Board and, considering how 
tight lipped the party has been on the issue, 
surely some in the current Trudeau govern-
ment. Neither does it help that the NCC is 
still currently governed by a Harper-appoint-
ed board. Determining how to pressure these 
elites into respecting the Algonquin Nation 
has not been, is not, and will not be easy.

THE CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST ZIBI 

Nine out of 10 Algonquin Chiefs in the Ot-
tawa river watershed are opposed to the con-
do project. Some local and powerful unions 
(such as the national capital region’s area 
council of the Public Service Alliance of Can-
ada), student associations (like the Gradu-
ate Students’ Association at Carleton Univer-
sity), and citizens’ groups like Free the Falls 
and Stop Windmill: Student and Labour Ac-
tivists for Akikodjiwan are also strongly and 
actively opposed. 

To date, Algonquin organizations and their 
local allies have tried many different ways to 
halt Zibi and  return the land to Algonquin con-
trol. These methods include open letters, mo-
tions, lobbying, petitions, legal actions, public 
meetings, musical events, marches, pickets 
and more. A “Sacred Walk” march from the 
islands to Parliament Hill in June brought out 
hundreds, representing perhaps the largest 
demonstration over local Indigenous issues 
that Ottawa has seen. So far, nothing has suc-
ceeded in stopping the project.  

There is mounting frustration among Zibi 
opponents who know that some local resi-
dents oppose the condo project inactively. 
With many of the Ottawa-based anti-Zibi ac-
tions being well attended — with “approx-

CROWN LANDS

DOMTAR INC.



9

THE NEW STOP 
WINDMILL CAMPAIGN

Members of Stop Windmill have de-
signed an ambitious campaign to pressure 
the Liberals, to be rolled out in late Sep-
tember. It is comprised of four basic ele-
ments: (1) asking community, student and 
labour organizations to create and endorse 
resolutions that support the Algonquin 
chiefs against Windmill; (2) using public 
events (such as announcements, ceremo-
nies, meetings) organized by others  to 
take creative actions that keep opposition 
to Windmill in the news; (3) launching a 
pledge campaign to get at least 3,000 peo-
ple in the Ottawa-Centre riding to promise 
they will not vote for a Liberal candidate 
in the 2019 federal election if the Trudeau 
government allows the Zibi project to pro-

ceed; and (4) continuing efforts to assist 
local activists to better understand the is-
sues surrounding the Zibi project via public 
meetings and teach-ins.

To succeed, SW’s campaign will need 
the assistance and direct involvement of 
dozens of people like readers of the Level-
ler.  If you believe there is something fun-
damentally wrong with Canada’s treatment 
of Indigenous peoples, that Canada has a 
serious problem with colonialism and that 
genuine reconciliation requires justice, 
then you should join SW in fighting for In-
digenous rights in the heart of Canada’s 
capital. 

If Zibi is allowed to proceed, the only 
“reconciliation” that will occur in the Otta-
wa-Gatineau area will be the symbolic kind 
favoured by local corporations  and politi-
cians— reconciliation that leaves the busi-
ness of colonial dispossession intact.  

A STRATEGY TO HALT THE ZIBI CONDO 
PROJECT ON SACRED ALGONQUIN LAND

Sign a pledge form to help pressure the Liberals. Besides signing 
one in person, pledge forms for Ottawa Centre and other ridings are 
available on www.stopwindmill.ca

Contact Stop Windmill to learn more about attending a meeting, or 
participating in the pledge campaign. If you are a university student, 
you can also join the Indigenous Solidarity Working and Action 
Groups organizing through the Public Interest Research Groups 
(PIRGs) at Carleton University and the University of Ottawa.

Join Stop Windmill. Get directly involved in the pledge campaign and 
other activities by sending an email to stopwindmill@gmail.com.

CHAUDIÈRE HYDRO INC. NCC LANDS

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

Here is what you can do:
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THE GHOMESHI EFFECT 
Mancini Ho

Please be warned, the 
following article discusses 
instances of sexual violence. 

Despite the uproar 
of public criticism, Jian 
Ghomeshi was acquitted 
of all sexual assault charges 
in March 2016. Ghomeshi 
is now the face of injustice 
and, to some, a reminder of 
the glaring flaws that exist 
in the justice system when 
dealing with sexual assault 
cases. This public backlash 
surrounding the handling 
of sexual assault is coined 
as “The Ghomeshi Effect” 
and has even given rise to 
the production of a verba-
tim-dance theatre piece in 
its name. This production is 
slated to be performed at the 
Gladstone Theatre in Janu-
ary 2017. 

In an email to the Level-
ler, director and creator Jes-
sica Ruano said: “This play is 
quite literally giving voice to 
survivors of sexual violence, 
as well as other people who 
have thoughts and opinions 
on the subject. Because it is 
a verbatim piece, the entire 
text is lifted from interviews 
I’ve conducted with a vari-
ety of people. I felt that this 
approach would be more 
effective than attempting to 
speak on their behalf.”

Regrettably, initiatives 

like this are quick to find 
themselves slandered by 
the camp of victim blamers 
and rape culture deniers. In 
fact, Ruano and her produc-
tion has already received so 
much hate through social 
media that her theatrical 
team decided to harness this 
digital rage. Together, they 
organized a fundraising per-
formance at the Gladstone 
on Sept. 18, Mean Tweets 
Live: The Ghomeshi Effect, 
where these tweets were 
read out to a supportive au-
dience. 

Such tweets fall in the 
vein of, “Is the #ghomeshief-
fect about scorned mentally 
ill woman falsely claiming 
abuse?” and “WE can make 
a play and smear her sons 
name after he’s proven inno-
cent! @ONArtsCouncil will 
even pay us!!” 

In response to the tweets, 
Ruano said: “I was surprised 
to have received so many 
tweets all at once. And that 
they were making so many 
assumptions about me and 
about this project. Because 
of the immediacy of Twitter, 
it is easy for people to be-
have ‘reactively’ rather than 
thoughtfully — and the bar-
rage of tweets that I received 
on the first day seemed to 
epitomize that.”

While Ruano was fortu-
nate enough to find a pro-
ductive channel for this vic-

tim blaming discourse, this 
is not always the case. 

Some lawyers and legal 
scholars have openly de-
fended the justice system 
with arguments centred 
around the idea that judges 
can only make rulings based 
on the facts in front of them. 
This argument falls short 
when you take into account 
how little justice survivors 
of sexual assault receive af-
ter enduring a legal battle. 
With the precedent currently 
being set, it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult for sexual 
assault survivors to believe 
they can win their case in 
court. 

Take, for instance, Fed-
eral Court Judge Robin 
Camp, who has taken a 
similar approach to sexual 
assault cases as set forth by 
Justice William Horkins in 
the Ghomeshi case. Camp, 
during a sexual assault trial 
in Calgary (2014), explicitly 
asked the survivor in court 
why she could not have kept 
her “knees together,” among 
other things, in order to 
prevent the act from being 
committed. The survivor, 
a 19-year-old woman, was 
allegedly raped over a bath-
room sink at a house party. 

Camp is currently facing 
an inquiry concerning his 
ability to oversee and fairly 
judge such cases. 

Similarities can also be 

drawn from an American 
case, People v. Turner (2015), 
in which the accused, Brock 
Turner, was sentenced to a 
mere six months of jail time 
and three years of proba-
tion — only three months 
of which he spent in prison 
— after admittedly raping 
an unconscious woman be-
hind a dumpster at a Stan-
ford University house party. 
Judge Aaron Persky claimed 
that a greater prison sen-
tence might have a “severe 
impact” on Turner. 

Turner’s father also 
sparked outrage when he 
read a statement to the 
court during sentencing. 
“[Turner’s] life will never 
be the one that he dreamed 
about and worked so hard 

to achieve,” he said. “That 
is a steep price to pay for 20 
minutes of action out of his 
20 plus years of life.”

The Turner case, like the 
Ghomeshi case, has enraged 
many sexual assault activ-
ists and groups in trying to 
amend the poor system in 
place.

All three cases show that 
there is indeed a trend in the 
way judges blatantly favour 
the side of the offender at 
the dismay of sexual assault 
survivors. In the Ghomeshi 
case, a lack of concrete evi-
dence against the defendant 
surrounded the survivors’ 
claims of sexual abuse and 
Horkins often fell to judging 
the survivors according to 
an obscure scale of victim-

y-ness. 
According to a March 

2016 article on salon.com, 
Horkins is quoted— in re-
sponse to the submission of 
certain emails between the 
survivors — as saying that 
“while this anger and ani-
mus may simply reflect the 
legitimate feelings of victims 
of abuse, it also raises the 
need for the Court to pro-
ceed with caution.”

If it was not traumatic 
enough already for sexual 
assault survivors to make 
their cases known and face 
their assaulters in person, it 
would appear that they must 
also face a justice system in 
which a proportionate sanc-
tion to the crime in question 
is indeed rare. 

DAKOTA ACCESS PIPELINE STANDOFF
The Struggle For Standing Rock Is Far From Over

Ronnie Safarov

Indigenous nations’ on-
going opposition to the  
controversial Dakota Access 
Pipeline yielded a small 
victory for the people of 
Standing Rock Reservation 
in North Dakota. On Sept. 
10, in the wake of violent 
crackdowns on water pro-
tectors and other partici-
pants, the U.S. Department 
of Justice released an official 
statement indicating that 
the construction of the pipe-
line “will not go forward” 
until the case is reassessed 
and “meaningful tribal in-
put into infrastructure-re-
lated reviews and decisions 
and the protection of tribal 
lands” is ensured. However, 

the decision only applies 
to “20 miles east or west of 
Lake Oahe,” according to 
the announcement.

Despite this interven-
tion, the land defenders of 
the Sacred Stone and Red 
Warrior camps are aware 
that the confrontation is 
far from over and indeed 
construction continues on 
other portions of the pipe-
line outside of the 40 mile 
radius. Overall, there is un-
certainty as to whether the 
government will live up to 
expectations and actually 
listen to the voice of the 
people for whom Standing 
Rock is not merely a piece 
of land to be used for prof-
it but sacred ground that 
contains the remnants of 

their ancestors.  
ReZpect our Water was 

formed in April 2016 by 
members of  Standing Rock, 
who oppose the construc-
tion of the $3.7 billion Da-
kota Access Pipeline, which 
is planned to extend from 
North Dakota to Illinois. Ac-
tivists claim the pipeline will 
endanger the water source of 
the reservation, the Missouri 
River. 

In August, peaceful pro-
tests held near Cannon Ball, 
North Dakota halted con-
struction of a large segment of 
the pipeline. Peaceful protests 
grew larger and by Septem-
ber the movement had been 
joined by people of more 
than 100 Indigenous nations 
across North America. 

Photo: Indigenous Environmental Network

Overall, there is uncertainty 
as to whether the government 
will live up to expectations 
and actually listen to the 
voice of the people for whom 
Standing Rock is not merely 
a piece of land to be used 
for profit but sacred ground 
that contains the remnants of 
their ancestors.

On Sept. 3, Dakota Ac-
cess, LLC, a subsidiary of 
Energy Transfer Partners, 
mobilized bulldozers to 
excavate a portion of the 
pipeline that was subject to 
a pending injunction mo-
tion, filed by the Standing 
Rock Sioux. The Sioux de-
clare that this land contains 
ancient burial sites and cul-
turally significant artifacts. 
Bulldozers were brought to 
the area “one day after we 
filed court papers identify-
ing these sacred sites,” said 
tribal chairman David Ar-
chambault II, according to 
Commondreams.org. 

Hundreds of land de-
fenders descended on the 
heavy machinery from the 
Sacred Stone and Red War-

rior encampments and 
were met by numerous 
plain-clothes private secu-
rity guards with K-9 units. 
Although subjected to pep-
per spray and snarling dog 
attacks, the movement suc-
ceeded in forcing the pipe-
line company’s mercenaries 
and bulldozers to retreat.

Democracy Now! aired 
original video of the Sept. 
3 crackdown and on Sept. 
12, journalist Amy Good-
man was served with an 
arrest warrant from Mor-
ton County, North Dakota 
for “criminal trespassing.” 
Goodman described the 
warrant as “an unaccept-
able violation of freedom 
of the press,” according to 
Native News Online. In an 

interview with Democracy 
Now!, Legal Director for the 
Center for Constitutional 
Rights Baher Azmy called 
the warrant “an attempt to 
repress this important po-
litical movement by silenc-
ing media coverage.”

Further video footage 
published by Unicorn Riot 
– an independent media 
outlet – showed their jour-
nalists being arrested after 
upwards of 100 riot police 
descended upon the site after 
the Obama administration’s 
announcement. At least 40 
arrests have been made.

Meanwhile, movements 
in solidarity with the people 
of Standing Rock continue 
to expand, with over 100 
solidarity events held world-
wide on Sept. 13 and 14, in-
cluding in Ottawa.

Unicorn Riot also revealed 
further direct actions and ar-
rests during those two days 
as water protectors and their 
allies locked themselves 
down to the pipeline com-
pany’s heavy equipment as 
construction continued.

A Morton County Sheriff’s 
Department  press release on 
Sept. 14 outlined that felony 
charges are being laid.

Despite the state’s 
heavy-handed response ac-
companied by the Governor 
declaring a state of emergen-
cy and allocating $6 million 
to deal with protests, resis-
tance is fierce and ongoing.
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Travis Poland

Commitments toward 
recycling and availability 
of recycling bins in Ottawa 
have continued to increase 
as years pass. In theory, 
this means less garbage has 
gone to landfills. In 2013 
alone, it was recorded that 
more than 150,000 tonnes 
of waste — approximately 
62,820 tonnes of black and 
blue box material and near 
83,000 tonnes of “organic 
material,” according to otta-
wa.ca — was diverted from 
Ottawa landfills. While the 
jury remains out as to the 
full environmental impacts 
of recycling, recycling does 
seem to help mitigate the 
speeds at which landfills 
reach capacity. 

However, tonnes of po-
tential recyclables are also 
processed as garbage each 
year, meaning a hard-to-
find quantity of recyclables 
is actually being diverted 
from recycling plants to the 
landfill. I witnessed this 
first-hand working at a re-
cycling depot in the Town-
ship of South Bruce Penin-
sula. A large portion of the 

working day was actually 
spent picking garbage — 
non-recyclables and con-
taminated recyclables like 
coffee cups and half-full 
pop bottles — out of recy-
cling containers. 

Contaminated recycling 
is just one of the problems 
the City of Ottawa has 
to deal with. The Leveller 
learned in an email from 
Ottawa’s media relations, 
sent on behalf of Manag-
er of Solid Waste Services 
Marilyn Journeaux, that 
“the year to date 2016 con-
tamination rate for the blue 
box is 14.5%. There were 
1,966 tonnes landfilled and 
13,587 tonnes marketed.” 

It was also explained 
that “while newspapers are 
largely placed in the correct 
bin, materials like alumi-
num foil often end up in 
the garbage and products 
are placed in the blue box 
that don’t belong.”

“Common offenders 
are plastic bags. Styrofoam 
packaging, rubber hoses, 
plastic toys and furniture 
and ceramic dishes. These 
contaminants must be 
removed from the recy-

cling stream, costs the city 
money for processing and 
are landfilled. Meanwhile, 
items such as aluminum 
foil, aluminum pie plates, 
shampoo bottles and aero-
sol containers are placed 
in the garbage when they 
should go in the blue box.” 

Not only an issue in Ot-
tawa, Toronto has also been 
experiencing this problem. 
A June 19, 2016 article in 
the Toronto Star reported 
that over 45,000 tonnes of 
garbage were put into recy-
cling bins in Toronto alone. 
This is largely because peo-
ple are not aware of what 
exactly is recyclable and 
that some common items 
— such as coffee cups — 
are not actually recyclable 
in their area, or cannot be 
recycled because of contam-
inants, like food, grease and 
waxed fibers, placed in recy-
cling containers. 

While determining what 
waste goes in which bin 
can get confusing, a little 
time spent learning and 
sorting can go a long way, 
which is why we have in-
cluded a few graphic lists 
below, based on the Otta-

wa.ca recycling guidelines. 
Ottawa offers household 
garbage pickup as well as 
green, blue and black bin 
recycling. More informa-

tion regarding garbage and 
recycling in the city of Ot-
tawa can be found on the 
city’s website. 

While sorting recycling 

may take a little time, it is 
worth it for the environ-
ment. Every piece of waste 
saved from a landfill is a 
step in the right direction.

WE SHOULD SORT THIS OUT

GREEN BLACK B L U E
• Baking ingredients, herbs and spices

• Bread, cereals, crackers and grains

• Candy and gum

• Chips, popcorn and nuts

• Dairy products (cheese, sour cream)

• Eggs and egg shells

• Jams, jellies, marmalades or chutney

• Leftover cooking oils, lard, 
shortening, butter and margarine

• Meat, fish, shellfish, poultry, bones 
and scraps

• Pasta, beans, rice and couscous

• Pet food

• Salad dressing, mayonnaise, vinegar, 
sauces, 

• Tea and tea bags, coffee and ground

• Plant Matter

• Animal bedding (e.g. bird and 
hamster cages)

• Butcher’s meat wrap

• Dryer lint

• Floor sweepings, vacuum bags and 
vacuum contents

• Food-soiled paper towels, napkins 
and tissues

• Food-soiled pizza boxes only 

• Household plants, including soil

• Kitty litter

• Paper coffee cups, plates and 
muffin wrappers

• Pet fur, hair and feathers

• Waxed paper, cardboard and cold 
drink cups

• Wooden popsicle sticks and 
toothpicks

All blue box materials 
should be stored loose,and 
not bagged. Bags can ruin 

recycling equipment.

Glass
• Bottles and jars

Metal
• Metal cans

• Soft drink cans

• Jar lids

• Aluminum containers (clean or food 
soiled)

• Aluminum foil (clean or food soiled)

• Empty paint cans with lids removed

• Aerosol cans (empty hairspray, paint, 
whipping cream)

• Spiral-wound canisters with metal 
ends (frozen concentrate cans, 
potato chip tube)

Plastic
• All food and household plastics 

containers # 1 to 7

• Take-out containers, bakery and 
produce containers (clam shells)

• Pails (remove metal handle)

• Single serve yogurt containers

• Clear plastic egg cartons

• Plastic bottles, jars and jugs

• Tubs and tub lids

Cartons
• Milk and juice cartons

• Drink boxes

• Soup boxes

*Paper and cardboard 
must be clean!*

• Newspaper and flyers

• Magazines and catalogues

• Corrugated cardboard

• Telephone books

• Cereal and cracker boxes (remove 
liners)

• Shoe and laundry detergent boxes

• Writing and computer paper, paper 
pads, advertising mail

• Hard and soft cover books

• Paper egg cartons, toilet paper and 
paper towel rolls

• Gift wrapping paper and greeting 
cards

• Clean paper shopping bags or paper 
packaging

• Frozen dinner boxes

• Clean pizza boxes only
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Fa’Ttima Omran

The events of July 24, 
2016 have been widely cir-
culated across both main-
stream and indie media. The 
facts are this: Abdirahman 
Abdi — a Hintonburg res-
ident from Somalia — was 
arrested and brutally beaten 
to death outside of his home 
by five police officers. Race-
based ableism has heavily 
influenced the actions of not 
only business/community 
leaders and elected officials, 
it has also been the filter 
through which this tragedy 
has been seen. 

For instance, much of the 
mainstream media coverage 
of Abdi’s death has been se-
lective and ableist at best. 
CTV Ottawa stated that Abdi 
was on the autism spec-
trum, then the Globe and 
Mail stated that Abdi had an 
unspecified mental health 
condition and was involved 
with “groping” patrons in a 
coffeeshop. This awkward 
shift in the labelling of a 
person’s mental health con-
dition – particularly that of 
a deceased person – reveals 
a frightening knowledge gap 
and lack of proper exam-
ination by the media, espe-
cially considering this mis-
information is then being 
disseminated to the public 
as fact.

Incidents like this are 
only worsened in places like 
Hintonburg, an Ottawa bor-
ough that abounds with elit-
ist privilege and is still un-
dergoing a period of rapid 
gentrification. These aspects 
only serve to marginalize 
racialized community mem-
bers, affecting not only how 
situations are dealt with but 
their aftermath as well.

At the gathering for Abdi, 
white tears drowned out the 
Somali community, who 
were left to mourn at the 
margins of the circle. Abdi’s 
family was never formally 
invited, consulted by Ottawa 
city councillor for Kitchis-
sippi Ward Jeff Leiper or ap-
propriately involved. When 
family members did speak, 
they were faced with the trig-
gering image of blood still 

left on the sidewalk.
Needless to say, no sup-

port was made available 
for the Somali community, 
yet there has been so much 
support for the Bridgehead 
baristas, so poorly versed in 
disability justice that they 
chose to call the police to 
deal with Abdi. Already 
there are sentiments sug-
gesting that this incident, 
had it involved a non-ra-
cialized man struggling 
with mental health, would 
have been responded to by 
the Royal Ottawa’s Mental 
Health Mobile Crisis Unit, 
available 24/7 — this was 
not the response on July 
24. Bridgehead CEO Tracey 
Clark denies any element 
of racism playing a factor 
amongst her predominantly 
white and able-bodied staff.

According to a comment 
Clark made to CBC, “I reject 
[the idea that race played a 
role]. I take real exception to 
it. It just never would have 
been the case. We deal only 
with the behaviours that 
were presented.”

Oddly enough, endless 
support has been received by 
Clark after receiving media 
exposure after a colleague 
made public her ableist trib-
ute to Abdi — where she re-
ferred to him as “crazy” in a 
weakly worded guilt trip of 
white entitlement masked 
as “poetry.”

Unfortunately, there is 
not even enough in place to 
ensure that public and cus-
tomer service representa-
tives and those in manage-
ment, such as Clark, have 
the compassion and under-
standing to meet the needs 
of those with disabilities. 
Customer Service training, 
mandated by the Accessi-
bility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act, is selective 
and non-comprehensive, 
leaving staff members with-
out the ability to fully ac-
commodate persons with 
disabilities. 

Able individuals, through 
an unrecognized sense of 
entitlement, often decide 
how to accommodate a per-
son with disabilities to suit 
their own ableist needs. This 

is what allowed Bridgehead 
staff and privileged patrons 
to overreact to a racialized 
“threat” who commonly pa-
tronized the establishment.

The lives of persons with 
disabilities seem to only 
matter when “advocates” 
are using their demise for 
political aims or financial 
gain, through the capitalist 
charity-industrial complex. 
Ottawa is actively choosing 
to support the wrong indi-
viduals and that is an active 
entrenchment of an ableist 
microaggressive value system. 

Instead of our leaders 
consulting with members 
of the Muslim community, 
Somali community or the 
lived experience of persons 
with disabilities in Ottawa, 
they choose which members 
they feel most comfortable 
with and dismiss any need 
to greater accessibility. 

Mayor Jim Watson has 
made minimal suggestions 
or consultations with ra-
cialized individuals with 
disabilities on how they can 
feel safer and more included 
in Ottawa. Watson’s conver-
sations have only targeted 
members of the Somali com-
munity with whom he feels 
comfortable. His defensive 
response to Desmond Cole’s 
tweets — which resulted in 
a block from social media, 
when these avenues are 
meant to be another way for 
the public to contact those 
who represent them — only 
reflect a lack the empathy or 
intersectional understand-
ing needed.

Community leaders 
must first unlearn their 
ableist privilege before they 
can be of any service. Orga-
nizations — like Bridgehead 
— who continually refuse 
to adequately train their 
staff on responding to dis-
abled clientele or maintain 
an unbiased hiring process, 
should be boycotted. Chal-
lenging these institutions’ 
bottom line encourages the 
adoption of more inclusive 
practices, while sending a 
clear message that ableism 
is not a tolerated value that 
any local business should 
practice.

RACE-ABLEISM 
The attitudes of Ottawa’s media and 
community towards those with disabilities

These aspects only serve 

to marginalize racialized 

community members, 

affecting not only how 

situations are dealt with but 

their aftermath as well.

RaDiO oN CkCu 93.1 Fm iS yOuR 
aIrWaVeS aCcEsS pOiNt tO 
cRiTiCaL eNgAgEmEnT oN 
sOcIaL jUsTiCe iSsUeS.

fAcEbOoK.cOm/oPiRgRoOtSrAdIo • oPiRgOnCkCu@
gMaIl.cOm

EvErY sEcOnD TuEsDaY aT NoOn (aFtEr tHe nEwS)
We aRe cUrReNtLy rEcRuItInG nEw hOsTs
 eMaIl: oPiRgOnCkCu@gMaIl.cOm tO gEt 
  iNvOlVeD aNd rOcK tHe aIrWaVeS wItH uS

   
 

SePt 27

SePt 13

oCt 11; oCt 25

nOv 8; nOv 22; dEc 6

dEc 20; JaN 3; jAn 17; jAn 31

Listen live online at ckcufm.com or at http://cod.ck-
cufm.com/programs/425/info.html for archived shows

OPIRG Carleton 9the Ontario Public Interest 
Group) is a non-profit student-run organization 
involved in research, education and action on 
social and environmental issues.

OPIRG Carleton is your campus portal to critical 
university engagement, radical community involve-
ment, and active participation in movements for 
social, economic, and environmental justice.
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Elizabeth Gordon

I grew up on folk music 
festivals, the grassroots events 
that turned muddy on the oc-
casional rainy weekend. I be-
gan volunteering with Ottawa 
Folk Festival (OFF) in 2011 
when the Bluesfest team start-
ed running the show. That is 
when I felt the corporate at-
mosphere grow. 

By 2013, management 
no longer trusted volunteers 
with a full weekend bracelet 
and made mandatory daily 
check-ins. That year’s theme 
of “freewheelin” felt anything 
but. Some longstanding 
volunteers and crew chiefs 
were replaced. Sure, the OFF 
brought in big names (like 
Great Big Sea), and even 
started a shift away from folk 
(with artists like Kendrick La-
mar), but it began to feel a bit 

less like a community event 
and more like a source of free 
labour from students, such as 
myself, who can’t afford con-
certs otherwise. 

That year, after the festival 
moved from late August to 
September to bring in stu-
dent patrons (and money!), I 
decided to throw in the tow-
el, right before the 2014 name 
and location change. The tim-
ing was bad during my stud-
ies and it didn’t feel like the 
special, independent, hippie 
community I knew. 

Now, there are no more 
free areas with dance les-
sons or community organi-
zations offering eco-friendly 
and nonprofit info sessions 
and union displays. Long 
gone are the afternoon jam 
“workshops” with multiple 
acts collaborating. ¡Adios! 
went the giant mural painted 

by everyone. They now have 
Marvest (musical harvest) 
with free shows hosted by 
various businesses around 
the Glebe, allowing for late 
shows but replacing those 
casual afternoon jams where 
kids would run over the hill 
to a little tree filled with 
wind chimes.

Bigger is not necessar-
ily worse but it certainly 
is different. The festival is 
now CityFolk and has since 
moved to the more accessi-
ble haute strip mall that is 
Lansdowne. Stages contin-
ue to be named for busi-
nesses, as is the VIP area. 
Locations are branded. 

Private security checks 
bags while volunteers scan 
tickets. Craft brewers are with 
the artisans in lieu of the 
community organizations I 
remember. Many more beer 

tents with big brands and 
walking beer salespeople 
meander through the crowd, 
logo flags reaching high in 
the air to get caught in pic-
tures of the stage.

The corporate creep can 
be subtle but inexorable — is 
this the price we must pay to 
experience art in a crowd?

 One can sit and grumble 
and refuse to participate in 
the system, try to change OFF 
from within or take it as-is. I 
stepped back for a while as 
great volunteers continued to 
make the system just a little 
bit better and this year I re-
turned. One of the changes I 
especially like is the involve-
ment of Project SoundCheck, 
a long overdue addition that 
addresses bystander interven-
tion to sexual violence. 

Thankfully, the music fest 
feel that I missed is not en-

Naheen Ahmed

A Tribe Called Red 
(ATCR) are no strangers 
to creating political tracks 
but their latest album, We 
are the Halluci Nation, aims 
to send a bigger message. 
ATCR is an Ottawa-based 
group of DJs: Bear Witness, 
DJ NDN (Ian Campeau) 
and 2oolman (Tim Hill). 
The group mixes pow wow 
drums and First Nations’ 
vocal chants with electron-
ic dance music, and their 
unique sound has earned 
them an international au-
dience. They are using this 
global attention to take a 
stand against colonialism. 

Colonialism is a phe-
nomenon whereby struc-
turally and systemically 
dominant groups exploit 
and alienate marginalized 
peoples. ATCR’s earlier al-
bums, A Tribe Called Red 
and Suplex, focused on their 
perception of a crisis of in-
digenous identity — due to 
colonialism — on a nation-
al level. The experiences of 
residential schools, polic-
ing of indigenous peoples 
and portrayals of indige-
nous people in media were 
depicted in those albums. 

We are the Halluci Na-
tion — launched on Sept. 
16 — took these themes 
to a global scale by gath-
ering the collective expe-
riences of activists, rap-
pers and singers from all 
around the world: includ-
ing First Nations Throat 
Singer Tanya Tagaq, Cana-
dian-Iraqi rapper Narcy, 
Swedish-Sami indigenous 
singer Maxida Märak, Co-
lombian-Wayuu-born Lido 
Pimienta, Yasiin Bey (Mos 
Def) and many others. 

It was on their travels, 
meeting Indigenous and 
radical folk with various 
backgrounds and histories 
that Campeau had his own 

personal revelation, which 
he described to mic.com:

“I realized that coloniza-
tion has a checklist. We’ve 
all been through the same 
thing. The Sami people and 
Australia’s indigenous both 
have gone through Chris-
tian-run, government-sanc-
tioned schooling. That’s a 
common practice in col-
onization to re-program 
indigenous populations to 
take on Christianity and the 
value of money and discon-
nect from their culture and 
plug them into a different 
one. In Canada, it’s been 
called cultural genocide.”

ATCR’s new album en-
gages with this phenom-
enon and its incarnations 
in Canada and around the 
world: marginalization of 
the LGBTTQ+ community, 
exploitation of the envi-
ronment, increasing xeno-
phobia worldwide, and the 
expressions of racism that 
fuel the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement. The idea of 
the “ALie Nation” is one 
of many themes stemming 
from a collaboration with 
the late Indigenous poet 
John Trudell, whose power-
ful symbolism throughout 
the album does not go un-
noticed. This term is woven 
into the album as a way to 
explain the consequences 
of colonialism. 

In the tracks “R.E.D” and 
“ALie Nation” you will hear 
Trudell himself read out 
an excerpt from his poem 
“the halluci nation” (repro-
duced below, in full): 

“Confronted by the 
alienation, the subjects and 
the citizens see the materi-
al religions through trauma 
and numb. Nothing is re-
lated, all the things of the 
earth and in the sky have 
energy to be exploited, even 
themselves. Mining their 
spirits into souls, sold, into 
nothing is sacred, not even 

theirself. The ALie Nation 
alienation.”

On this same track, 
Trudell also reads from his 
aforementioned poem:

“Halluci Nation, the 
human beings. The people 
who see the spiritual in the 
natural… Everything is sa-
cred.” In a colonized world, 
segregation of groups is es-
sential to keeping people 
submissive, which is anoth-
er reason why this album 
looks to tear down national 
borders and incorporate so 
many diverse artists. 

An interesting aspect 
of the album is the choice 
of the words “Halluci Na-
tion,” which signify the 
word ‘hallucination’, an 
image that is not tangible 
but imagined, often ap-
pearing to an individual  in 
the midst of a desperate sit-
uation. This indicates that 
ATCR’s statement is not 
of reality, but is instead a 
sought after goal that many 
people can perceive down 
the road. 

In a clashmusic.com ar-
ticle, DJ NDN explores this 
idea even more:

“For me, Halluci Na-
tion means an inclusive 

mindset where people see 
that the way the system is 
currently set up is com-
pletely flawed and recog-
nize we need progressive 
change. The message more 
than anything is about 
solidarity with like-mind-
ed people. Understanding 
oppression and how to 
collectively dismantle op-
pression. Believing in true 
equality and understand-
ing that nobody is better 
than the other. Discussing 
true reconciliation and 
what that looks like.” 

If you believe in this 
idea of unity you are a part 
of the Halluci Nation too, 
as Bear Witness explains 
in an interview with Crag 
and Canyon, “Most peo-
ple have lost touch with 
that connection to the 
earth, the connection to 
the rest of the universe… 
(and) if you’re a like-mind-
ed person who wants to 
see change in the world… 
talking about treating each 
other like human beings, 
and remembering what it 
means to be a human be-
ing in this world, then that 
makes you part of the Hal-
luci Nation.”

FOLKED OVER?

WE ARE THE HALLUCI NATION

Changing landscape of the corporate folk festival

Borders broken in A Tribe Called Red’s latest album

The corporate creep can 

be subtle but inexorable 

— is this the price we 

must pay to experience 

art in a crowd?
tirely lost. The early shows in 
the buildings felt intimate, as 
did the wonderful Dan Man-
gan show in the rain with 
the crowd singing along to 
his “bummer rock” style. As 
someone who doesn’t re-
member names, Saturday 

felt a little like my “suggested 
songs” autoplay on youtube 
when Vance Joy performed 
“Riptide.” Maybe that’s the 
point. The big numbers, big 
names, big community? 
Somehow popular and indie 
yet corporate and folk?

the halluci nation
By John Trudell
the halluci-nation
the human beings
the people
see
the spiritual in the natural
through sense and feeling
every thing is related
all the things of earth
and in the sky
have spirit
everything is sacred

confronted by

the a-lie-nation
the subjects and
the citizens
see
the material religions
through trauma and numb
nothing is related
all the things of the earth
and in the sky
have energy to be exploited
even themselves
mining their spirits into souls
sold
into nothing is sacred
not even their self

the a-lie-nation….alienation
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WHODUNIT ? MATCH THESE WORDS 
OF WISDOM TO THE 
PUBLIC FIGURE!

A. “A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree 
without roots.”

B. “Education is not a way to escape poverty; it is a way to fight it.”

C. “If voting changed anything, they’d make it illegal.”

D. “This is the first time in decades when the Liberals, in their shirtless selfie delirium, have 
actually ceded the ground on who’s the defender of Canadian values.” 

E.  “Emotion without action is irrelevant.”

F.  “When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes powerful.”

G. “Why can’t we use nuclear weapons?”

H. “Skip the religion and politics, and head straight to the compassion. Everything else is a 
distraction.”

I.   “I think we can make a call to Canadians that we are their last and best hope of saving 
this planet.”

J.  “I measure the progress of a community by the degree of progress women have achieved.”

1. Kellie Leitch, Conservative leadership candidate

2. Jody Williams, Nobel laureate 

3. Julius Nyerere, first president of Tanzania

4. Marcus Garvey, Jamaican Pan-Africanist 

5. Malala Yousafzai, Nobel laureate 

6. Donald Trump, Republican presidential nominee

7. Pam Palmater, Mi’kmaq lawyer/professor 

8. Talib Kweli, Hip Hop artist

9. Emma Goldman, anarchist activist/intellectual

10. B.R. Ambedkar, Dalit intellectual

a.) Garvey b.) Nyerere c.) Goldman d.) Leitch e.) Williams f.) Yousafzai g.) Trump h.) Talib Kweli; i.)Palmater j.) Ambedkar

Welcome to “Parenting from Below,” the Leveller’s col-
umn for parents – new, expecting, and “experienced” – 
and their friends and allies. The column discusses the 
various trials and tribulations of social justice parenting 
while aiming to create a dialogue amongst parents and 
their supporters on raising children with a critical perspec-
tive and a radical purpose.

Our society, dominated by overconsumption and hyper-
sexism, not to mention racism, homophobia, and a myriad 
of other forms of discrimination and oppression, has not 
only left parents with a life-consuming struggle – it has cre-
ated conditions in which radical parenting is a necessity.

Over the past couple of volumes of the Leveller, this 
column has discussed raising an infant while trying to 
contribute to and elicit support from the social justice 
community, as well as diapering. In fact, the entirety of 

Volume 8 was dedicated to the politics and practices of 
dealing with dirty diapers.

This column will continue to look at the why and how 
of parenting from below, of challenging and defying par-
enting norms, of sharing and soliciting ideas from radical 
parents and their allies. It seeks to be relevant to not only 
parents, but their friends who are often left wondering 
how to offer real support. It also recognizes the Leveller’s 
diverse readership.

Thus, I am opening the floor to the readership and 
hope that other parents (as well as their friends and fam-
ily members) pick up the newspaper and feel the urge to 
write. Get us started on a topic this year! If not, you’ll be 
subjected to my sancti-parent a**holery ranting and rav-
ing once again. I can be reached at dadical.the.leveller@
gmail.com.

PARENTING FROM BELOWBY DADICAL
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Work in Community

Come b y for a visit!

Connect with an exciting netw ork of like-minded social change-makers in a diverse and 
inclusive spac e. Pe ect for nonprofits , freelancers,  entrepreneurs and consultants.

Book your next community event or board meeting in one of our many bright beautiful rooms.

Call 613-566-3448 or email info@25onecommunit y.ca for a tour of the space! 
Or just drop by! 251 Bank St. 2nd floor (corner of Cooper St.), awa

A Call to Action
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HOROSCOPES
XL Petite

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
A very happy birthday to 
you Virgo, and welcome 
back! In light of the politics 
of Black Lives Matter that 
have been unfolding since 
we last spoke, I thought this 
particular Epic Rap Battle of 
History would be helpful: 
goo.gl/CROIBf 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
And a happy birthday to you 
too Libra, or soon-to-be in any 
case. For you, I gift the very first 
haikuroscope of Volume 9:
Donair or Shawarma?
Between garlic and glory,
There can be no choice.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Scorpio, when you ask some-
one to help you move, no 
amount of pizza is going 
to make up for the fact that 
your boxes weren’t packed 
before your movers turn up! 
Pull yourself together!!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Dammit Saggi, you need to 
know when to cut your losses. 
Your go-fund-me campaign to 
train teams of thousands of 
ants in order to harness their 
strength and organization as 
employees for your new mov-
ing company will never bear 
fruit because, try as you do, 
you aren’t yet a Queen!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Capricorn, you capricious 
scallywag. I thoroughly en-
joyed your back-to-school 
antics at Mike’s Place. A 
word of advice though, if 
you’re trying to make new 
friends with your juggling 
skills, juggle your own sa-
mosas. People get down-
right territorial over samosas 
and pakoras there.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Aquarius, sometimes when I 
think about you, all I see is 
R.E.D.: goo.gl/Cb1og5

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Ok, so I totally wrote you a 
horoscope, and then, out of 
NOWHERE, this bloody fly-
ing squirrel swooped down 
and grabbed it, thinking it 
was some kind of squirrelly 
bread! Buddy was even wear-
ing a mask, I kid you not. So 
um, that’s why I don’t have a 
horoscope for you.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Remember Aries, it’s all fine 
and good to hug trees. But 
when they start hugging back, 
you’ve got a whole other set 
of problems.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
This month, it’s all about 
Canadiana in the fashion 
world, Taurus, so I recom-
mend this is the time to un-
leash that secret plan of yours 
to cover your body in maple 
syrup and roll your bare bot-
tom upon the crunchy leaves 
of Autumn.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Gemini, I never liked you. 
But the stars tell me I can’t 
ignore you. Forrest Gump 
once said that life was like a 
box of chocolates. It totally 
isn’t, and I don’t understand 
why this ruse has run un-
challenged for so long. Life 
isn’t like a box of choco-
lates, but your horoscope is 
definitely hidden in a box 
of chocolates, so….give me 
one and I’ll tell you what it 
says.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Don’t you just love the 
smell of fall in the morning? 
There’s nothing like organic 
rot and decay to remind you 
that it’s soon going to get 
much colder.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
It’s time you learn to stick up 
for yourself Leo. If you don’t 
advocate for yourself, no one 
will. How many stupid chil-
dren’s characters assume your 
name because they happen to 
be lions? There is no dignity in 
stuffed animals, Leo! 

226 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON, K2P 1X1
To order: 877-370-9288 or www.venusenvy.ca

Educated Pleasure...
Bring your student card for

10% off toys and great discounts on workshops!

To facilitate paying our contributors, the Leveller 
has created an Investigative Journalism Fund, so 
that we can sustain this payment model as well 
as fund larger investigative research projects, 
or perhaps even add a journalist to the payroll 
someday… 

Contact operations.the.leveller@gmail.com to 
contribute any amount.

NEEDS
A Business Assistant
Distribution Assistants
Layout Apprentice
Listings Coordinator 
Photographers
Copy Editors
Proofreaders
Journalists - from amateur to 
professional, and everything inbetween.

Contributors
(journalists, columnists, and writers from 
all sorts - from amateur to professional)

The Leveller is experimenting with paying our 
contributors, recognizing that your time is valuable and 
without you, the Leveller would cease to print.

 
$50 - Investigative pieces / Feature 
spread
$25 - Most others - campus, news, 
magazine, culture, comics
$15 - Columns
$10 - Comment/Opinion

We also need Copy Editors and Proofreaders to ensure 
the highest quality of written content. Join our volunteer 
production team! Contact editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
to pitch an article, find out more, and get involved.

Whether you’re looking to add your accent to our voice 
of dissent or if you’re interested in learning what it takes 
to get a grassroots media project up off the ground, 
contact editors.the.leveller@gmail.com to find out how 
you can get involved.
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TUES SEPT 20
MENTAL HEALTH ORIENTA-
TION WEEK: Student Alliance 
for Mental Health.

#ALLOUTNOV2: Carleton 
Organizing Meeting. GSA 
Boardroom, 6th flr UC, 
Carleton. 2:30pm.

WORKSHOP: Mental 
Health and Anti-Oppres-
sion. SAMH. 214 Residence 
Commons, Carleton. 6pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Boil-
ing Point: Government Ne-
glect, Corporate Abuse, and 
Canada’s Water Crisis, with 
Maude Barlow. Centretown 
United Church. 7pm.

SLUT TALK: An evening of comedy, 
music and spoken word to benefit 
SlutWalk Ottawa 2016. Yuk Yuk’s. 
8pm.

WED SEPT 21
TALK: A FEMINIST COPYRIGHT 
AGENDA: OPEN ACCESS, AT-
TRIBUTION & THE ACADEMY. 
FTX 351, uOttawa. 11:30am.

WORKSHOP: Mental Health 
Literacy. SAMH. 214 Residence 
Commons, Carleton 1pm.

TALK: Healthy Trees, Healthy City, 
with Marc Berman. Horticultural 
Building, Lansdowne Park. 6pm.

TELL ME A STORY SLAM: 
Ten Oaks Edition. Theme: 
My Chosen Family. Ottawa 
Public Library. 6pm.

WORKSHOP: Mental Health 
Literacy. SAMH. 214 Residence 
Commons, Carleton 6pm.

READING: The Grid: In Theory. 
Ottawa Art Gallery. 7pm.

Marion Dewar: A Life of Action 
with Deborah Gorham. City 
Hall. 7:30pm.

THURS SEPT 22
INT’L SYMPOSIUM: Lesbian AR-
Tivisms in the Age of Globalization. 
Rm 4007 FSSS, uOttawa. Thurs-
Sat.

ENVIRO DAY AT uOTTAWA: 
Herbs/Plant workshop, Vegan 
cooking demo,. UCU Agora, 
uOttawa.

SCREENING & DISCUS-
SION: Encountering Democ-
racy: A Civics Salon, with 
Jacqueline Kennelly. OAG Annex 
Gallery at City Hall. 5:30pm.

BEATS AND BOARDS: Black 
Squirrel Books & Café. 6pm.

OPEN MIC: Mental Health 
O-Week. Rooster’s Coffeehouse, 
Carleton. 8:30pm.

FRI SEPT 23
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL: Candle-
sOutForHarambe 2K16. 8pm.

SAT SEPT 24
ARTS FESTIVAL: Chinatown Re-
mixed. Until Oct. 29. 

COMMUNITY FAIR: Recovery 
Day Ottawa 2016. Ottawa City 
Hall. 11am-4pm.

VEGAN POTLUCK BRUNCH: 
Tabaret Lawn, uOttawa.11:30am.

COMMUNITY CLASS-
ROOM: The State of Pales-
tine: A Critical Analysis, with 
Philip JM Leetch. Octopus Books 
Centretown.. 2pm.

SUN SEPT 25
OTTAWA KIDNEY WALK: City 
Hall. 8:30am.

UUFO: The Warmth of Com-
munity-a L’Arche Perspec-
tive.10:30am.

MON SEPT 26
FRANCO-ONTARIAN DAYS: 
uOttawa. Sept 26-28.

POP THE STIGMA: Mental 
Health Awareness Week, CUSA.

RESOURCE FAIR: Mental 
Health Awareness Week. Car-
leton Atrium. 11am-5pm.

PANEL: Right to Know 
Seminar: Open and trans-
parent government for all. 
Res Commons, Carleton. 1pm.

TUES SEPT 27
RESOURCE FAIR: Mental 
Health Awareness Week. Car-
leton Atrium. 11am-5pm.

OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS RA-
DIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. Ev-
ery 2nd Tuesday. www.ckcufm.
com.

SEMINAR: Feminist Futures - 
When Sex Tourism Goes Graph-
ic. 2017 Dunton Tower, Car-
leton. 1pm.

WORKSHOP: Up Yours: Anal 
Pleasure and Health. Venus 
Envy. 6:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Facing 
the Anthropocene: Fossil 
Capitalism and the Crisis 
of the Earth System, with Ian 
Angus. Octopus Books Centre-
town. 7pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: When We 
Are Bold: Women Who Turn 
Our Upsidedown World 
Right. Christ Church Cathedral. 
$15-20. 7pm.

OTTAWA STORYTELL-
ERS: Stories of Kindness, 
with Donna Stewart & Joan 
Peterson. The Tea Party. 7pm.

WED SEPT 28
SING: Just Voices weekly en-
vironmental choir rehearsals. 
Bronson Centre 222. 7pm. Every 
Wed.

ART BATTLE 428: Live compet-
itive painting. Arts Court. 7pm.

TRIVIA: Mike’s Place, Carleton. 
8pm. Every Wed.

THURS SEPT 29
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING: CUPE 4600. Az-
rieli Pavillion132, Carleton. 
5:30pm.7

OWFF: On the Frontlines of 
Indigenous Resistance. 6:15pm-
Film: Rigoberta Menchú: 
Daughter of the Maya. 7:15-Pan-
el. 7:45-Film: When Two Worlds 
Collide.

KITIGÀNENSAG: Open House 
& BBQ. SE corner of Nesbitt 
bldg. 6:30pm.

FRI SEPT 30
BOOK LAUNCH: Facets 
of Power Politics, Profits 
and People in the Making 
of Zimbabwe’s Blood Diamonds 
Richard Saunders and Tinashe 
Nyamunda., eds. Rm 2017 Dun-
ton Tower, Carleton. 3pm.

OWFF: Stories from the Syrian 
Refugee Crisis (doors at 5:30). 
6:15pm-Film: Another Kind of 
Girl – Short docs by Syrian ref-
ugees. 7:10-Film: After Spring. 
9pm-Panel.

SAT OCT 1
OTTAWA WEEK OF ACTION 
OR DECENT WORK: ot-
tawa15andfairness@gmail.com. 
Oct 1-6.

WORSHIP: Ottawa Quakers - 

Largely silent mtg for worship, 
91A Fourth Ave. Newcomers wel-
come!. 10:30am. Every Sun.

OWFF: Harvesting Freedom and 
Migrant Dreams Film-12:30. 
2pm-Panel.

OWFF: Politics, Protest, and 
People Power. Hosted by 
Adrian Harewood (doors at 
5pm). 5:30pm Q&A with The 
Ghomeshi Effect. 6:15pm Quitte 
le Pouvoir (Step Down). 7:15pm 
The Black Panthers: Vanguard of 
the Revolution. 9:15 Panel.

WORKSHOP: Calling In: Do-
ing Justice Without Break-
ing Each Other. Venus 
Envy. 7:30pm.

MON OCT 3
HARVESTING FREE-
DOM: Justice for Migrant 
Workers. Fight for $15 & 
Fairness Ottawa. 365 Laurier Ave 
W. 12-5pm.

TALK: Murray Sinclair. River 
Building Atrium, Carleton. 5-9pm.

ART SHOW: Cafe Nostalgica. 7pm.

WED OCT 5
CRAFT SHOW: Wizard Werks 
Craft Show #3. House of Targ. 
5pm.

PANEL: Supporting Each 
Other to Thrive: Men-
tal Health Panel. Discovery 
Centre, Carleton Library. 12pm.

LANGUAGE: Kiigidomi An-
ishinaabemowin (We Are 
Talking). Ojibway. Mamidosew-
in Centre (E122), Algonquin 
College. 1-3pm. Weekly.

CRAFT SHOW: Wizard Werks 
Craft Show #3. House of Targ. 
5pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Cuba 

Beyond the Beach: Sto-
ries of Life in Havana, with 
Karen Dubinsky. Octopus Books 
Centretown. 7pm.

THURS OCT 6
OPENING RECEPTION: Ben 
Jensen and Imogen Reid. SKATE 
FAST, DIE PUNK! Ottawa Art 
Gallery. 6pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Price 
Paid: The Fight for First Na-
tions Survival, with Bev 
Sellars. Octopus Books Centre-
town. 7pm.

FILM & DISCUSSION: A Day’s 
Work. Figut for $15 & Fairness. 
Alumni Auditorium, uOttawa. 
7pm.

TUES OCT 11
OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS RA-
DIO: CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. Ev-
ery 2nd Tuesday. www.ckcufm.
com.

OTTAWA FOOD BANK: Com-
munity Harvest Program. Meet at 
the AC Hub (2nd floor Student 
Commons) Algonquin College. 
12:10-4:45pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Three Ques-
tions, with Ron Benner. Octopus 
Books Centretown. 7pm.

FUNDRAISER: for Stand-
ing Rock Sioux and Land 
Defenders resisting Dakota 
Access Pipeline. House of Targ. 
$5 PWYC. 7pm.

SAT OCT 15
TEACH-IN: Climate Ref-
ugees: A Teach-In on Eth-
ics and Practice. Carleton 
Climate Commons 9:30am-4pm.

OTTAWA ARTISTS: King Kim-
bit, Lucila Al Mar and friends. 
CaféNostalgica. 7pm.

LISTINGS

Trivia Nights @ 

Wednesdays 8-10pm Sept. 9, Sept. 23, Oct. 7, Oct. 21, 
Nov. 4, Nov. 18, Dec. 2, & Dec. 9

with host Alex Harea

Come enjoy our great selection of drafts, food, and our welcoming 
atmosphere. Mike’s Place Pub is an excellent alternative to greasy 
Carleton cafeteria fare with a unique, grad student oriented experience. 
For over 40 years, Mike’s Place Pub has been your grad owned and 
operated home on campus. 

Promotions

Meatless Mondays
Get 10% all Vegetarian 

Foods

Fridays
Nachos & Pitcher of Beer

for $22 after 7PM

Mondays & Tuesdays
$3 Half-Pints

$5 Pints
$15 Pitchers

Meatless Mondays


