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Sarah Nixon

The Algonquins of Bar-
riere Lake have been 
forced to demonstrate 

their resistance to resource 
extraction without consent 
on their land once again in 
recent weeks. In opposition 
to exploration projects by 
Toronto-based junior min-
ing company Copper One, 
the community established 
a land protection camp 
along Highway 117 in early 
October. The camp is locat-
ed on the outskirts of Barri-

ere Lake territory, about 300 
kilometres north of Ottawa 
in the province of Québec. 

Councilor of the Barriere 
Lake Algonquins Norman 
Matchewan told the Level-
ler that the land protection 
camp consists of 15 tents 
housing 20 people at pres-
ent. Camp inhabitants have 
been targeted by the Sûreté 
du Québec, who showed up 
at the camp at 3:00 a.m. on 
Nov. 17 to ask all residents 
if they were in possession of 
weapons. 

Leveller Staff

Students at Carleton Uni-
versity disrupted an event 
organized by the Infrastruc-
ture Resilience Research 
Group (IRRG) on Nov. 15.

The official theme of the 
2016 Symposium on Security 
and Infrastructure Resilience 
was “The Challenges of Deal-
ing with Natural Resource 
Development Projects and 
Activism.” To assess the 
“threat environment,” the 
training workshop was at-
tended by “prosecutors, law-
yers, regulators, law enforce-
ment, industry and industry 
association representatives,” 
according to the university’s 
event description, to deter-

mine how legal mechanisms, 
including the Anti-Terrorism 
Act, can be used to deal with 
“violent acts targeting critical 
national infrastructure.” 

Students mobilized in 
the Unicentre and marched 
to the River Building – re-
cently renamed Richcraft 
Hall after a large corporate 
donation – to disrupt the 
event. Students were met 
by campus security guards, 
whom they allege threat-
ened them with the possi-
bility of trespassing charges.

“It is completely inap-
propriate and even dan-
gerous of the University to 
host this event on our cam-
pus, where there are Mus-
lim students whose lives 

are threatened by Bill C-51, 
where there are Indigenous 
students whose land is be-

ing destroyed without their 
consent and where there 
are Black students who are 

consistently targeted by 
police,” Carleton student 
Samiha Rayeda told the 
Leveller. “This is especially 
troublesome since our tui-
tion is paying for this insti-
tution and yet we were not 
welcomed at an event that 
is threatening our lives.”

Students held signs that 
read “Activism is not a crime” 
and “First Nations defending 
their lands are not terrorists.”

An audio recording of the 
symposium which was post-
ed on Facebook emphasizes 
how the security establish-
ment and its academic and in-
dustry counterparts construe 
dissent as violent extremism, 
and even as terrorism.
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

“We are not going to let Copper One 
bury our identity alive because much of 
our identity comes from the land: our 
language, our culture, our teachings.” 
-Norman Matchewan, 
Councilor of the Barriere Lake Algonquins

“The collaboration between 
energy and resource 
development companies and 
the Canadian justice system 
only criminalizes those 
who are protecting their 
necessities of life, whether it 
be land or water.” 
-Ashley Courchene, Vice-President 
(Student Services) with the Carleton 
University Students’ Association

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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The campaign to imple-
ment women’s only 

gym hours at Carleton Uni-
versity is in itself an embar-
rassing task, since the need 
should automatically be ac-
commodated by the univer-
sity. Instead, students have 
to  run an entire campaign 
and complete  research to 
demonstrate why this is 
necessary. However, the re-
action that this campaign 
has garnered from some 
students is another level 
of embarrassing. Carleton 
students — and just to be 
clear, this is some Carleton 
students, particularly those 
that hold extreme right-
wing views — have likened 
the campaign to segregation 
and oppression of men. 
While most people will find 
this laughable, the fact that 
comments like these are in 
fact taken seriously is grave-
ly concerning and just sim-
ply wrong.

Segregation and oppres-
sion need to have historical 
and institutional contexts 
to be considered as such, 
otherwise the accusations  
mean nothing. The term 
segregation is applied to in-
stances of racial segregation 
for example, when a domi-
nant power group purpose-
fully separates itself from 
other groups to prevent 
them from accessing and 
benefiting from services. In 
this instance, women and 
non-binary folks at Car-
leton do not hold any form 
of power in gym environ-
ments, nor are they taking 
away men’s rights to access 
the space forever.

Instead, the campaign 

is asking the university to 
acknowledge that there is 
a prevalent culture of tox-
ic masculinity in the gym 
that is threatening and un-
welcoming to women. It 
should be the university’s 
job to accommodate wom-
en, since a large portion of 
women do not use the gym, 
even though they pay for 
the facilities with part of 
their tuition every semester.

Furthermore, the cam-
paign is not directly de-
manding that the entire 
athletics facility be shut 

down for an hour everyday 
and only be accessible to 
those with a woman card 
- that would be ridiculous. 
The campaign is creating a 
way for women and non-bi-
nary students at Carleton to 
show that they do not feel 
comfortable, for a myriad 
of reasons, using the ath-
letic facilities and that these 
students want an alterna-
tive. Currently, the cam-
paign is only asking people 
to fill out a survey, so it can 
be determined exactly what 
students want.

The survey itself has 
already received an over-
whelmingly positive re-
sponse, indicating that stu-
dents want this to happen. 
So why is it that the conver-
sation around women’s only 
gym hours has been domi-
nated by men who oppose 
it? The conversation needs 
to change so that construc-
tive criticisms around the 
campaign can be addressed 
and relevant details can be 
discussed, without having 
the campaign misrepresent-
ed by false accusations.

Contact us 
submissions/inquiries  editors.the.leveller@gmail.com 
advertising/volunteering  operations.the.leveller@gmail.com
Join us
facebook  The Leveller: Campus • Community • Culture
twitter  twitter.com/leveller_ottawa
web  www.leveller.ca

Editorial Board Jorge González
   Joseph Hutt
   Adam Kostrich
   Sarah Nixon
   Lauren Scott 
Managing Editor Joseph Hutt
Production  Adam Ashby Gibbard
Contributors  Ash Abraham Coutu
   Morgan Duchesney
   Ladan Hanad
   Sam Hersh
   Meeka Marsolais
   Michael Melvill
   Golbon Moltaji
   Travis Poland
   Jay Ramasubramanyam
   Samiha Rayeda
   Meaghen Richens
   Adam Strömbergsson-DeNora
   Harsha Walia
   Alex William
   Isaac Wurmann
Photography   Abdirisaq Abdi
& Illustration  Naheen Ahmed
   Jenna Amirault
   Abayomi Azikiwe (flickr)
   Zachary Becknell (flickr)
   Ash Abraham Coutu
   Tim Kitz
   Meeka Marsolais
   Norman Matchewan
   David Meyers
   Golbon Moltaji 
   Salim Virji (flickr)
   Isaac Wurmann
Copy Editor  Ricardo Gomez  
Proofreaders  Ricardo Gomez
   Espoir Manirambona
Distribution   Guillaume Beaulieu-Blais
Coordinators    Jen Duford
Operations Manager Andy Crosby
Governing Board Krishna E Bera
   Fazeela Jiwa
   Ajay Parasram
Les Sans-Culottes
Auteur  Haroun Bouazzi
Photographie  StockSnap

EDITORIAL

NAVIGATING A “CULTURE OF TOXIC MASCULINITY”
Guest Editorial by Samiha Rayeda

NEEDS
• A Business 

Assistant

• Distribution 
Assistants

• Layout Apprentice

• Listings 
Coordinator 

• Photographers

• Copy Editors

• Online Editor 

• Proofreaders
• Journalists - 

from amateur to 
professional

The Leveller is experimenting with paying our 
contributors, recognizing that your time is 
valuable and without you, the Leveller would 
cease to print.
 
$50 - Investigative pieces / Feature spread
$25 - Most others - campus, news, 
magazine, culture, comics
$15 - Columns
$10 - Comment/Opinion

Whether you’re looking to add your accent to 
our voice of dissent or if you’re interested in 
learning what it takes to get a grassroots media 
project up off the ground, contact editors.the.
leveller@gmail.com to find out how you can get 
involved.

To facilitate paying our contributors, the Leveller has 
created an Investigative Journalism Fund, so that we 
can sustain this payment model as well as fund larger 
investigative research projects, or perhaps even add a 
journalist to the payroll someday… 

Contact operations.the.leveller@gmail.com to contribute 
any amount.



3

NEWS
BARRIERE LAKE 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The struggle against 
Copper One began in June 
2016 when the Algonquins 
of Barriere Lake discovered 
that the Québec Ministry 
of Energy and Natural Re-
sources had unilaterally 
lifted the moratorium it 
placed on mining with-
in their territory in 2011. 
The moratorium protected 
10,000 square kilometres of 
land identified as tradition-
al territory of the Algon-
quins of Barriere Lake in a 
1991 Trilateral Agreement 
on renewable resource 
management, signed by the 
Indigenous community, the 
federal government and the 
provincial government of 
Québec. 

When the community 
discovered the moratorium 
had been lifted, leaders re-
quested an assurance from 
the provincial government 
that no mining projects 
were slated to take place on 
their land. On Aug. 6, Bar-
riere Lake received a letter 
from Special Representative 
of Québec Mario Gibeault 
confirming no mining ac-
tivity was planned within 
the Seaman Forestry Sec-
tor, which covers a portion 
of the territory. It was later 
learned that Copper One 
had in fact submitted mul-
tiple claims to undertake 
exploratory drilling on Al-
gonquin land. Other min-
ing companies hold claims 
within the territory, but are 
not actively pursuing explo-
ration projects at present.

During the moratorium, 
Copper One claimed on its 
website that the company 
was “actively engaging with 
local First Nations commu-
nities and an exploration 
program will move forward 
once discussions have been 
positively concluded with 
these communities.” Yet, in 
the wake of the lifted mor-
atorium, leaders within the 
Barriere Lake community 
made it clear that they will 
not accept the mining com-
pany’s exploration program.

During an interview on 
CKCU’s “OPIRG Roots Ra-
dio” on Nov. 8, Chief of 
the Algonquins of Barriere 
Lake Casey Ratt stated that 
his people “want to make 
sure a drilling operation 
doesn’t happen for any rea-
son.” Matchewan echoed 
this sentiment during an in-
terview with CHUO’s “The 
Circle” that same day, say-
ing “we’ve never accepted 
mining because we already 
see enough damage from 
forestry, tourism and hy-
dro.” He also added, “our 
community took a very 
firm position and it hasn’t 
changed; there’s just no 
room for mining in Parc 
La Vérendrye,” he said, re-
ferring to Quebec’s largest 
wildlife reserve situated 
within the Algonquins’ tra-
ditional territory. 

“We are not going to let 
Copper One bury our iden-
tity alive because much of 
our identity comes from 
the land: our language, our 
culture, our teachings,” said 
Matchewan.

Matchewan also stressed 
the importance of protect-
ing water from contamina-
tion by the mining project, 

not only for the Barriere 
Lake people but for every-
one within the Ottawa Riv-
er watershed. Matchewan 
warned that “if this mining 
comes through it’s going 
to contaminate our waters 
which connect to the Otta-
wa River,” and added that 
“everyone needs water, in-
cluding Trudeau and Pre-
mier Couillard.”

Last week, Copper One 
confirmed that there are 
a total of 14 sites within 
the area that the company 
plans to explore. In a press 
release on June 29, Copper 
One cited a written notice 
it received from the Minis-
try of Energy and Natural 
Resources as stating that 
“based on the evolution of 
the situation in the territo-
ry there are no longer pub-
lic safety issues that may 
justify suspension of these 
claims,” and therefore, 
“Copper One has a right of 
access to the land under the 
claims and has the right to 
conduct any and all explo-
ration work deemed appro-
priate.” 

This press release rep-
resents the law governing 
mining prospecting and 
development in Canada 
correctly. As MiningWatch 
founding director Joan 
Kuyek explained in an email 
to the Leveller, resource de-
velopment in Canada op-
erates under a system of 
“free entry,” often referred 
to as “free mining” in Qué-
bec. This system grants all 
ownership rights of subsur-
face minerals to the federal 
government, who can then 
lease the rights for any and 
all land not protected by a 
specific statute to anyone 
holding a prospecting li-
cense, “obtained by paying 
a small fee” to a provincial 
or territorial government. 
Kuyek explained that “cur-
rent mining laws in provinc-
es and territories do not re-
quire consultation with, or 
protection for First Nations 
before a claim is staked […] 
Nor do these mining acts 
provide [Indigenous Peo-
ples] with a role in land re-
source decisions as required 
by Delgamuukw,” referring 
to the 1997 Supreme Court 
case, Delgamuukw v. British 
Columbia, that determined 
what protections for Ab-
original title are provided 
under the Canadian Con-
stitution. “In general, ex-
ploration activities and the 
nature of free entry have a 
devastating effect on native 
[sic] land rights, ” Kuyek 
wrote.

The Algonquins of Bar-
riere Lake are seeking sup-
port in their struggle against 
Copper One, and for the re-
instatement of the mining 
moratorium. A PayPal ac-
count has been established 
for donations to sustain 
the land protection camp, 
which can be accessed at 
barrierelakesolidarity.org. 
An NDN taco sale will take 
place in the evening on Fri-
day, Nov. 25 at St. Paul’s 
United Church in the By-
ward Market, with tacos 
sold to-go. Readers can also 
subscribe to the mailing list 
at barrierelakesolidarity.org 
to stay up to date with the 
struggle.

“STANDING TOGETHER” TO 
REMEMBER ABDIRAHMAN ABDI

CALLS FOR LOW-INCOME TRANSIT 
PASS HEARD BY CITY COUNCIL 

Ladan Hanad

“Stay alert and be on 
guard against the simple 
passage of time,” warned 
Lawrence Greenspon, the 
lawyer retained by the fam-
ily of Abdirahman Abdi. 
Greenspon addressed con-
cerned community mem-
bers at a BBQ event outside 
of 55 Hilda Street in the 
Hintonburg neighbour-
hood, the site where Ab-
dirahman Abdi was killed 
by Ottawa police almost 4 
months earlier on July 24, 
2016. 

The event, held on Oct. 
16, 2016, was titled “Stand-
ing Together” and was an 
opportunity for youth and 

families to come together 
for an afternoon of heal-
ing through the arts. Local 
graffiti artists and poets 
performed despite the rain, 
and guest speakers included 
local Imam Samy from the 
Ottawa Main Mosque and 
Reverend Bailey from Park-
dale United Church. 

The adverse weather re-
quired the crowd to move 
inside to the community 
room of the Ottawa Com-
munity Immigrant Services 
Organization, where Green-
spon gave the final presen-
tation. He reiterated the 
fears of the Abdi family and 
many concerned communi-
ty members that the story of 
Abdirahman Abdi might be 

forgotten. 
Indeed, forgetting is a 

privilege that the Abdi fam-
ily and their neighbours 
will never have. 

Greenspon commended 
the continued organizing 
efforts in the form of pro-
tests, vigils, conferences, and 
community gatherings such 
as “Standing Together.” He 
reported that the Special 
Investigations Unit (SIU) as-
signed to investigate Abdi’s 
murder have been surpris-
ingly cooperative and open 
so far in their dealings with 
him and the family. 

Many community mem-
bers felt skeptical of the 
SIU in general and have 
engaged in ongoing orga-

nizing efforts through the 
formation of the Justice 
For Abdirahman Coalition. 
Members of the Coalition 
assisted in organizing the 
Oct. 16 outdoor event. 

Along with Greenspon, 
they are calling on the SIU 
report to be made public 
and are expecting charges to 
be laid against the police of-
ficers involved in Abdirah-
man’s death. Greenspon 
warned that any charges 
would likely be “vigourous-
ly defended by the police.” 
He ended his talk by urg-
ing the community to keep 
fighting.

“Keep the memory of 
Abdirahman alive,” he said. 
“Never give up hope.”

Isaac Wurmann

Ottawa is one step closer 
to a more equitable transit 
system with the announce-
ment of a low-income bus 
pass in the 2017 draft bud-
get. The “EquiPass” will 
cost $57 per month, and 
comes after years of work by 
anti-poverty activists.  

Just ahead of the Nov. 9 
budget announcement, 
about 50 people rallied out-
side city hall in support of 
the reduced-fare pass. “No 
more than 41,” cheered the 
crowd, referencing their de-
mand that the pass not cost 
low-income riders more 
than $41.25/month.  

“Ultimately, we would 
have preferred to have seen 
it come in a little bit less 
expensive,” said Trevor 
Haché, a board member of 
the Healthy Transportation 
Coalition and one of the 
rally organizers, after the 
budget announcement. 

The budget announce-
ment comes just ahead of 
next year’s increase in OC 
Transpo fares. As of Jan. 
1, 2017, Ottawa transit us-
ers will be paying $112.25 
for a monthly pass. Stu-
dent passes will increase 
from $84.25 per month to 
$84.75 per month, while 
the senior pass is estimat-
ed to remain stationary at 
$42.75 per month. The Eq-
uiPass will be introduced 
in April 2017.  

Linda Lalonde, co-chair 
of the Ottawa Poverty Re-
duction Network, point-
ed out at the rally that for 

people working minimum 
wage jobs, about 14 hours 
per month will go towards 
the increased cost of the 
monthly pass. “That’s two 
days out of twenty that are 
working just to pay your 
transit,” she said. “I guess 
you’re not supposed to eat.”

Tina Ford of the Ottawa 
Association of Community 
Organizations for Reform 
Now (ACORN) drove home 
the importance of affordable 
transit for low-income peo-
ple in Ottawa. “I do not have 
a transit pass because I can-
not afford one,” said Ford, 
who is a single mother and is 
on Employment Insurance. 
“I have to walk to where I 
want to go, which includes 
groceries, hospital appoint-
ments, going to church.” 

Another demand by 
speakers at the rally was 
that there be a single fare 
option for low-income rid-
ers who do not use transit 
frequently enough to justify 
buying a monthly pass. Al-
though it was not included 
in the draft budget, Haché 
said he is working with the 
mayor’s office to see if a 
low-income single fare op-
tion can be implemented in 
this budget cycle. 

Also at the rally were city 
councilors Catherine McK-
enney, Tobi Nussbaum and 
Mathieu Fleury. McKenney 
spoke to the crowd, saying 
it is “morally incumbent 
upon us to provide afford-
able transit for everyone.” 

Moving forward, Haché 
said the groups that have 

paved the way to a low-in-
come pass will be focusing 
their efforts on securing 
money from the province 

to lower the cost of the pass. 
“We see this definitely as a 
very positive first step in the 
right direction,” he said. 

Photo: Abdirisaq Abdi
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From left to right: Imam Samy, Councillor Jeff Leiper, and Lawrence Greenspon pose with community members and 
family of Abdirahman Abdi. 
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As students shouted “In-
digenous sovereignty is not 
terrorism,” Martin Rudner, 
the IRRG’s Research and 
Analysis Coordinator, re-
ferred to the ongoing pro-
test as “violent.” Moments 
later, the fire alarm sound-
ed and the building was 
cleared.

Ashley Courchene, 
vice-president (student 
services) with the Carleton 
University Students’ Asso-
ciation, was privy to what 
he described as a “heated 
discussion” between pro-
testers and Rudner over 
the issue of whether or not 
water could be defined as 
critical infrastructure worth 
protecting. During the ex-

change, Rudner declared 
that one of the IRRG’s goals 
was to “protect Aboriginals 
from themselves.”

Courchene told the Lev-
eller that he found the pur-
pose of the IRRG Sympo-
sium contradictory to the 
University administration’s 
claim that the institution 
encompasses the spirit of 
reconciliation.

“I will be seeking an-
swers through the Aborig-
inal Education Council, a 
board that reports directly 
through the President to 
the Board of Governors 
and Senate,” he said.

The Facebook event page 
for the protest highlights 
a long list of symposium 
participants who represent 
industry and the security 

and intelligence commu-
nity. The list includes the 
former Assistant Director 
of the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service (CSIS), 
former officials from the 
Department of Justice, a 
former strategic analyst at 
CSIS who now runs a pri-
vate company to “provide... 
advice and training to pro-
tect you and your agency 
from the threat of terror-
ism,” a former RCMP As-
sistant Commissioner, the 
head of security for the Site 
C Dam construction proj-
ect, the Director of Corpo-
rate Security for Irving Oil 
Ltd., a Vice-President of the 
Canadian Energy Pipeline 
Association, and a Director 
of the Canadian Gas Asso-
ciation, among representa-
tives of other private secu-
rity companies.

Participants were paid 
between $660 and $835 to 
attend the event, depend-
ing on how early they reg-
istered.

This event came after 
the release of an RCMP 
report by the Aboriginal 
Peoples Television Net-
work in early November. 
The report, titled Project 
SITKA: Serious Criminality 
Associated to Large Public 
Order Events with National 
Implications was published 
on March 16, 2015 by the 
National Intelligence Co-
ordination Centre as part 
of a concerted effort to re-
duce the “threat, incidence 
and prevalence of serious 
criminality associated to 
Aboriginal public order 
events.” It cited an increase 
in protests in 2013, coin-
ciding with Idle No More 
and anti-shale gas protests 
surrounding the Elsipogtog 
First Nation in southeast-
ern New Brunswick. 

Project SITKA identi-
fied 313 Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous activists, 
and created protester pro-
files of 89 individuals it 
considered as threats, pre-
dominantly surrounding 
“natural resource develop-
ment, particularly pipeline 
and shale gas expansion.” 
The profiles were uploaded 
into criminal intelligence 
and police reporting data-
bases and made available 
both to frontline officers 
and to law enforcement 
partners. The surveillance 
efforts and release of this 
information prompted 
strong backlash from In-
digenous activists.

“The collaboration be-
tween energy and resource 
development companies 
and the Canadian justice 
system only criminalizes 
those who are protecting 
their necessities of life, 
whether it be land or wa-
ter,” said Courchene.

“It is indicative of the 
ongoing policies of dis-
possession and extermina-
tion faced by Indigenous 
communities, past and 
present.”

The IRRG website has 
since removed all mention 
of the Nov. 15 event in-
cluding the agenda, and re-
moved the entire “people” 
section which listed all of 
its partners and bios. Rud-
ner’s profile page has also 
been taken down. 

ACTIVISM NOT A CRIME
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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AUSTERITY AT THE LIBRARY 
UOttawa slashes subscription budget
Adam Strömbergsson-
DeNora

The following statistics have 
been derived from a University 
of Ottawa Senate meeting on 
Oct. 31.

The University of Ottawa 
recently announced cuts to 
its library budget of rough-
ly $1.9 million. This sum 
breaks into $1,527,000 for 
journal subscriptions and 
a $400,000 reduction to 
monograph purchases. This 
news has since been criti-
cally received by students 
and professors alike, and a 
petition has been circulated 
within the uOttawa commu-
nity against the cuts. There is 
good reason for such outcry. 

As one of Ontario’s re-
search-intensive univer-
sities, a library network 
is essential for professors 
and students to continue 
to develop new and rele-
vant ideas, which is the core 

public and private mission 
of the University. I say ‘pub-
lic and private’ because the 
organization must look to 
the historic community it 
serves — the Ottawa Valley 
region — and to its resident 
academics whose futures 
and interests depend on the 
free flow of information. 

The University of Otta-
wa, like its brother and sister 
institutions throughout the 
country, has recognized the 
twin communities it serves 
in its governing bodies: the 
Board of Governors and the 
Senate. While one legislative 
body, the Board, is com-
posed of members of the 
surrounding community, the 
Senate is composed almost 
exclusively of members of 
the University community. 
The responsibilities of each 
body accord with their rep-
resentational function: the 
Board controls finance and 
the Senate sets the Universi-

ty’s academic priorities.
The library cuts are there-

fore the Board of Governors’ 
responsibility, and it was the 
Board that enacted them. 

In a rare display of dis-
cord, the University of Otta-
wa Senate passed a motion 
at its meeting on October 
31, 2016 publicly disagreeing 
with the Board’s decision. 
The motion, later qualified 
as an advisory motion ad-
dressed to the Board of Gov-
ernors, categorically refuted 
the Board’s decision to make 
cuts. The recorded division 
was 65 per cent yeas, with the 
remainder divided between 
20 per cent nays and 15 per 
cent abstaining. 

Those abstentions are 
perhaps most interesting in 
a matter that received a safe 
majority’s support. Chief Li-
brarian Leslie Weir made a 
thorough presentation on 
the state of the library’s bud-
get. She noted a 163 per cent 

increase in library visits, both 
electronic and in-person, in 
the period 2001–2015. The 
collections budget grew ac-
cordingly by 184 per cent, 
but staff were lowered by 
7.36 per cent. Most would 
say that this leaves the Li-
brary in a good financial po-
sition, for an uptick in users 
was followed closely by an 
uptick in collections budget 
and a reduction in human 
resources costs. 

A closer look at the col-
lections budget, however, 
reveals the problem. The 
$13.9 million collections 
budget breaks into three 
categories: $6,244,252 
for “consortial licenses”;  
$5,049,807 for “locally 
purchased digital resourc-
es via subscription (seri-
als, databases, etc.)”; and 
$3,758,640 for “books and 
other one-time purchases.”

Of these, only the local-
ly-purchased line is protect-

Photo: Salim Virji, flickr.com

ed from unfavourable fluctu-
ations between the Canadian 
and American dollar. Accord-
ing to the Chief Librarian, 
those fluctuations wreak hav-
oc on a collections budget 
whose first and third lines 
are predominantly acquired 
from American sources. 

This business of the 
weak Canadian dollar is 
not new. Last year, the Li-
brary reduced its collections 
budget by $1.7 million to 
no noticeable effect. This 
year, however, $916,413 in 
cuts have been proposed to 
frequently-used consortial 
licenses from Springer and 
Taylor & Francis. Another 
$476,587 in cuts to various 
journals will also occur.

The Senate made its feel-
ings clear on the matter and 
debate was spirited by Sen-
ate standards. One professor 
opined that the cuts would 
be devastating to Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematic (STEM) 
fields. Another, also com-
menting on STEM fields, 
suggested that the Universi-
ty of Ottawa might as well 
stop looking for graduate 
students. Humanities mem-
bers, perhaps less incensed 
by the cuts, did not offer 
such harsh comments.

Despite the rhetorical 
nature of professors’ com-
ments, their sentiments are 
very real. Students and re-
searchers rely on some of the 
cut journals to further their 
careers.

The Chief Librarian, at 
times a little beleaguered by 
bleak statements about the 

University’s future, noted 
that the University of Ottawa 
is no special case. The cost 
of American-published jour-
nals is rising at a rate out-
stripping the falling Canadi-
an dollar. In short, American 
publishers are reacting to a 
scholarly shift towards open-
source publishing by increas-
ing their prices. It is an inter-
esting brand of robbery, and 
one that should flag to all 
the dangers of consolidated 
publishers. The phenomena 
is not only exclusive to aca-
demic journals: newspapers 
are increasingly consolidat-
ing, sometimes under the 
same publishers who are 
putting out academic jour-
nals. The Senate expressed 
its concerns on the much 
narrower issue of University 
policy, but the centralization 
of information distribution 
services is widespread and 
may well end up costing us 
more than money.

As the University of Otta-
wa faces the problem of in-
creasingly expensive academ-
ic publications, its academic 
community has sent a mes-
sage to its financial gatekeep-
ers, representatives of the 
wider Ottawa Valley public. 
Beyond the specific question 
of what the University will 
do to support its present and 
future academics, the Board 
and Senate might consider 
the wider political-econom-
ic trend towards centralized 
information distribution in 
our democratic society. The 
University of Ottawa has, 
after all, pledged to defy the 
conventional.
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Kevin Jackson, TDPM organizer.  Photo: David Meyers of ERDCO (Ethno-Racial People 
with Disabilities Coalition of Ontario)

COMMUNITY

DUTY TO CONSULT

SILENT NO MORE

Chippewa of the Thames and 
Clyde River First Nations’ 
Supreme Court Challenges

Ottawa consults on national disability act, 
demonstrations for disability justice remain strong

Sam Hersh

The 92nd call to action in 
the final report of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Com-
mission demands a commit-
ment to “meaningful consul-
tation, building respectful 
relationships, and obtaining 
the free, prior, and informed 
consent of Indigenous peo-
ples before proceeding with 
economic development proj-
ects.” Further, in their 2015 
election platform, the Lib-
erals promised a renewed, 
nation-to-nation relation-
ship with Indigenous Peo-
ples based on “recognition, 
rights, respect, co-operation, 
and partnership.” Yet, here 
we are, a year later with no 
significant changes in the 
way that our government 
deals with the Indigenous 
peoples of this land. The ral-
ly for Indigenous rights and 
solidarity that will take place 
on Nov. 30 in front of the 
Supreme Court is palpable 
evidence of that. 

The rally will take place 
in the backdrop of a Su-
preme Court case that will be 
heard at the same time. The 
Chippewa of the Thames 
First Nation (COTTFN) are 
taking the National Energy 
Board (NEB) to court over 
their approval of Enbridge’s 
reversal of its Line 9 pipeline 
between Sarnia and Mon-
tréal. The pipeline has been 
pumping crude oil through 
the community since 1976 
when it was built and ap-
proved while many of those 
living there today were in res-
idential schools. The process 
was one that unequivocally 
occurred without consent or 
any acknowledgment of In-
digenous rights to their land. 
Decades later, their rights 
have been ignored again 
when the government failed 
to adequately consult them 

on Enbridge’s planned Line 
9 Pipeline reversal which is 
now pumping tar sands di-
luted bitumen from Sarnia 
to Montréal. 

Standing in solidarity 
with the COTTFN, during 
the rally on Nov. 30, will 
be the Inuit community of 
Clyde River, where they are 
facing a similar violation of 
their rights. In June 2014, 
the NEB approved a seis-
mic testing project in Baffin 
Bay, which encompasses the 
community of Clyde Riv-
er. Seismic testing is used 
to find resource deposits 
through the extended use of 
sound cannons, which blast 
sound waves upwards of 280 
decibels. These are extreme-
ly damaging to the marine 
life that the community sus-
tains itself on. For example, 
these seismic sounds impact 
whales, making them unable 
to find food and mate as they 
use sound in order to navi-
gate their daily lives. There is 
already high food insecurity 
in the community and many 
rely on hunting to survive. 
The community brought 
the case to a judicial review 
in 2014 and to the Court of 
Appeals in 2015 but both at-
tempts were dismissed. They 
now have a court date set for 
two weeks after that of the 
COTTFN. 

Farrah Kahn, a campaign-
er for Greenpeace and one of 
the organizers for the rally as 
part of the Clyde River Sup-
port Network, thinks that a 
victory for both Clyde River 
and the COTTFN could have 
significant impacts not only 
for Canada but for the world. 

“A victory would mean 
not only the reversal of proj-
ects but also a favourable rul-
ing could mean that it could 
change the way of consulta-
tion,” she told the Leveller. “It 
could set precedent in Cana-

da, but since our Supreme 
Court is one of the most cit-
ed, it could set precedent for 
the world.” 

In a time where many bat-
tles are being fought over re-
source-driven projects, with-
out Indigenous consultation 
— the Dakota Access Pipe-
line, Kinder Morgan, and oth-
ers. — this would be quite sig-
nificant. The rally itself, Kahn 
hopes, is meant to show that 
these cases hold national sig-
nificance and that opposition 
exists across the country. 

“This rally is to show 
that there is resistance across 
Turtle Island and hopeful-
ly our government and the 
Supreme Court will place 
themselves on the right side 
of history.” 

The main goal of the ral-
ly is to show that there is a 
strong brand of solidarity be-
tween Indigenous people as 
well as their allies, across the 
country and even the conti-
nent. 

“It is powerful to have 
that unity in our commu-
nities because the way that 
the colonial system is set up 
is to divide us,” said Awasis, 
a member of the COTTFN, 
in an online video on chip-
pewasolidarity.org. “Pit us 
against each other, divide 
and conquer, it’s our strength 
in unity that we really have 
to lose if we play into that.” 

The rally will be held all 
day on Wednesday, Nov. 30 
with opening ceremonies 
at 6:30 a.m. on Victoria Is-
land, a morning rally from 
8:00–9:30 a.m., a lunchtime 
rally beginning at 12 noon 
with closing ceremonies be-
ginning at 4 p.m. All rallies 
are being held in front of the 
Supreme Court. Come out to 
show your support for Indig-
enous rights and for both the 
Inuit community of Clyde 
River and the COTTFN.

Alex William

With a national dis-
ability act in preparation, 
the federal government is 
continuing its consultation 
process to address concerns 
within the disability com-
munity. On Nov. 1, over 
100 people with disabilities 
arrived at Carleton Univer-
sity to take part in the Na-
tional Youth Forum on an 
Accessible Canada. While 
many issues arose during 
the youth forum, one of 
the most prominent and 
recurring problems is the 
close correlation between 
disability and poverty.

People with disabilities 
are among the most poor 
and most marginalized in 
Canadian society. There 
are many reasons for this, 
including employment dis-
crimination, uninsurable 
support costs and income 
assistance programs, like 
the Ontario Disability Sup-
port Program (ODSP), that 
keep recipients below the 
poverty line. Indeed, the 
Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives found that a 
single person without chil-
dren who receives ODSP 
support is still below the 
poverty line by approxi-
mately 33 per cent.

While the $2 million 
dedicated to preparing 
for the federal legislation 
is a unique investment 
in disability issues, at the 
grassroots level the work 
of disability leaders often 
remains unfunded and un-
supported. 

For example, over the 
past six years, disability 
activists have maintained 
a tradition of taking to the 
streets of downtown Toron-
to in what is known as the 
Toronto Disability Pride 
March (TDPM).

Operating at a zero bud-
get, TDPM is a far cry from 
a parade. It is a march — 
rooted in traditions of di-
rect action and the struggle 
for recognition.

“We don’t get a lot of 
empathy. People fear us. 
They used to lock us away, 
put us out of sight,” ex-
plains Diem Lafortune, a 

regular guest speaker at 
TDPM events. 

Lafortune is a sing-
er-songwriter, a teacher, and 
a Cree and Jewish woman 
(“Crewish”, she quips).

“We are not intended 
to get into the legislative 
building – it is not condu-
cive to our presence,” she 
observes, drawing a power-
ful link between the physi-
cal barriers of the building 
and the political exclusion 
of disabled people from de-
cision-making forums. 

Because of this pervasive 
marginalization, the very 
presence of people with 
disabilities is a wake-up call 
for Canadian society.

Adding urgency to the 
situation, Lafortune points 
out that “the neoliberal 
agenda since the late 70s 
is a backlash against all the 
earlier inclusion work.”

Neoliberal austerity 
measures have had a dis-
proportionate effect on 
those experiencing poverty 
and disability. In 2014, re-
searcher and activist Simon 
Duffy analyzed the targeted 
nature of social cuts and re-
ported that poor disabled 
people in England “bear a 
burden which is more than 
4 times the (modal) aver-
age.” Given these unfair 
outcomes, TDPM’s collec-
tive action was both timely 
and urgent. Amidst heavy 
cutbacks, when more and 
more disabled people find 
access to a dignified life 
barred, simply taking pride 
in disability identity can be 
a challenging stance.

Yet, de-stigmatizing 
disability is not just an oc-
casion for cultural celebra-
tion. It is intimately tied to 
social justice and serves as 
the foundation for recog-
nizing and resisting disabil-
ity violence — whether in 
the form of poverty, institu-
tionalization, sexual abuse 
or even euthanasia.

Lafortune recounts 
how “not feeling safe” is 
a common experience for 
disabled people because 
societal values continue 
to privilege able-bodied 
white men. 

Indeed, TDPM fits with-

in a long tradition of or-
ganizing that responds to 
violence against disabled 
people and threats to their 
very material survival by 
re-asserting the value of 
disabled lives in the face of 
eugenic attempts to wipe 
them out.

At this year’s march, 
TDPM organizer and speak-
er Kevin Jackson recalled the 
history of protest marches, 
the first Psychiatric Survi-
vor Pride Day in Toronto in 
September 1993, and a later 
march by disabled people 
from various communities 
protesting the murder of 
Toronto psychiatric survi-
vor Edmond Yu, who was 
shot and killed by police 
on Feb. 20, 1997.  Yu’s trag-
ic death reflects a pattern 
where sanism, ableism, rac-
ism and other forms of dis-
crimination intersect and 
create disastrous results for 
marginalized people.

Organizers have kept 
issues of racism, settler co-
lonialism, sexism and class 
at the forefront of their 
concern as TDPM activists 
identify across a variety of 
social positions. Melissa 
Graham, the founder and 
co-organizer of the march, 
describes how the experi-
ences of organizers reflect 
a diversity of disability 
identities. “As organizers, 
it’s important to us that the 
march reflects the commu-
nity it’s representing, not 
just in terms of who partic-
ipates, but in the composi-
tion of the organizing team. 
While we’re still working on 
organizing an anti-oppres-
sive way, our team reflects a 
diversity of disabilities, gen-
ders, and people of colour. 
Our priority is to those 
most marginalized among 
disabled people.”

As such, TDPM’s strength 
is based on finding com-
mon ground and, according 
to its founders, this means 
“a harmony of voices, not 
one homogeneous voice.”

For Lafortune, the key to 
combating injustice is kind-
ness and empathy towards 
difference: “If we want a 
kind society, we have to 
start being kind.”

CALL TO ACTION: 
OTTAWA DISABILITY PRIDE MARCH 2017

Calling all disability and Mad activists to join together to 
organize an Ottawa Disability Pride March for 2017!

The introduction of a federal disability act makes this an 
important moment in the history of Canadian disability and 
Mad activist communities. We urgently need to make ourselves 
visible as the experts on disability and Mad issues.

By coming together to march, we will show that we are a force 
that cannot be ignored. Cooperation among disabled and Mad 
people proves that we can work together to lead change and 
influence political decision-making.

The Toronto Disability Pride March (TDPM) has demonstrated 
the collective strength of disability and Mad communities.  Now 
it’s time to bring this collective action to the Capital!

Be Loud. Be Proud. Come March with us!

Send us an email to get involved:  
ottawadisabilitypride@gmail.com
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Un accommodement 
religieux est-il un privilège ?

Des médias indépendants joignent leur voix aux 
journaux qui en appellent à un soutien de l’État
Et demandent à être inclus dans le débat

Haroun Bouazzi

Cette lettre ouverte est paru sur 
ricochet.media le 7 novembre 
2016

Dans le débat entourant le 
projet de loi 62, loi favori-
sant le respect de la neu-
tralité religieuse de l’État et 
visant notamment à encadrer 
les demandes d’accommode-
ments religieux dans certains 
organismes, il n’est pas rare 
d’entendre dire que les ac-
commodements religieux sont 
un privilège accordé aux mi-
norités religieuses. Qu’en est-
il vraiment ?

Commençons par illus-
trer l’idée de privilège au 
moyen d’un exercice com-
paratif entre deux Québé-
cois-es, l’un-e catholique et 
l’autre musulman-e.

Imaginons que je sois 
Québécois-e de confession 
chrétienne catholique. Je 
n’ai pas à demander des ac-
commodements au travail 
ni à l’école puisque l’horaire 
est déjà fait pour m’accom-
moder : j’ai congé pour fêter 

le Vendredi saint et le lundi 
de Pâques, pour fêter l’Ac-
tion de grâce, Noël et aller à 
la messe le dimanche.

Étant donné que la seule 
matinée de la semaine où le 
stationnement est gratuit est 
le dimanche, mon privilège 
ira jusqu’à me permettre de 
me garer gratuitement pen-
dant les heures de la messe.

Mon lieu de culte existe 
depuis un siècle ou plus, il 
est reconnu comme tel et 
donc est exempté d’impôt, 
il est accessible, et il reçoit 
éventuellement des sub-
ventions pour rénovations 
puisqu’il fait partie de notre 
patrimoine historique ou ar-
chitectural.

Ces privilèges sont le ré-
sultat d’une histoire qui est 
la nôtre. Il n’est pas question 
ici de remettre en cause ces 
facilités, mais plutôt d’en 
être conscient. Elles existent.

Maintenant imaginons 
que je sois Québécois-e de 
confession musulmane. Je n’ai 
pas de congé le jour de mes 
fêtes religieuses. Je travaille 
à l’heure de la prière du ven-
dredi. Je n’ai pas de stationne-

ment gratuit pour aller prier.
Si je suis Québécois-e 

musulman-e, je suis peut-
être en train de me débattre 
dans des difficultés avec la 
municipalité pour obtenir 
une autorisation de lieu de 
culte à un endroit accessi-
ble et non dans le fin fond 
d’une zone industrielle.

Si je suis un-e Québé-
cois-e musulman-e et que 
j’habite Terrebonne ou Mas-
couche, je n’aurai tout sim-
plement jamais de lieu de 
culte puisque ces deux villes 
n’acceptent plus d’autres 
lieux de culte que ceux qui 
existent déjà, et que les lieux 
de culte existants se limitent 
à des églises.

On peut continuer in-
définiment à énumérer des 
exemples de privilèges, la 
liste est sans fin.

Si je suis une femme et 
que je porte un foulard, les 
risques de me faire agresser 
dans la rue sont plus élevés 
que si je n’en porte pas.

Je n’ai même pas besoin 
d’être pratiquant pour être 
pénalisé : il suffit d’avoir 
un nom qui «sonne» mu-

sulman, car si je le rem-
plaçais par un nom cana-
dien-français, j’aurais 60% 
de plus de chances d’être 
appelé à une entrevue d’em-
bauche et 40% de plus de 
chances d’être appelé à vis-
iter un appartement à louer.

Dès que je traverse une 
frontière, si j’ai «une tête 
de musulman», je suis trop 
souvent choisi «aléatoire-
ment» pour me faire fouiller.

Et ainsi de suite.
En somme, il apparaît 

donc évident que certains 
Québécois-e-s sont priv-
ilégié-e-s de par leur reli-
gion, et que d’autres sont 
pénalisé-e-s de par leur reli-
gion réelle ou présumée.

L’accommodement rai-
sonnable est en fait un outil 
nécessaire, mais non suff-
isant, pour aider à garantir 
une réelle égalité entre les 
citoyen-ne-s.

En effet, comme défi-
ni par la commission des 
droits de la personne et des 
droits de la jeunesse, «l’ac-
commodement raisonnable 
est un moyen utilisé pour 
faire cesser une situation de 

Cet lettre ouverte est paru sur 
ricochet.media le 18 novembre 
2016

Nous sommes des médias 
indépendants, certains im-
primés, d’autres en partie 
numérique, d’autres 100% 
numériques. Nous appuyons 
les journaux qui, réunis au 
sein d’une coalition en sep-
tembre, en ont appelé à une 
aide d’urgence de l’État pour 
faciliter leur transition vers 
le numérique. Mais tout en 
appuyant cette Coalition, 
nous soutenons que cet ap-
pel à l’aide doit être élargi à 
d’autres médias.

Ce n’est pas parce que, au 
contraire d’eux, nous avons 
déjà les deux pieds dans le 
numérique que nous som-
mes en bonne santé. Nous 
sommes de petits médias, in-
dépendants des conglomérats. 
Nos revenus publicitaires sont 
maigres et peu d’entre nous 
avons des abonnés payants. 
Plusieurs d’entre nous ont 
développé une formule de 
membrariat novatrice, mais 
nous avons également besoin 

d’un soutien financier pour 
pérenniser notre approche et 
permettre l’essor véritable de 
nos médias.

Les tumultes des 
dernières décennies ont 
occasionné une reconfigu-
ration du paysage média-
tique et le Québec est tou-
jours l’un des endroits au 
monde où la concentration 
et la convergence des médi-
as sont les plus importantes. 
Ainsi, un petit nombre de 
propriétaires possèdent pr-
esque l’entièreté des médias, 
ce qui ne peut qu’être un 
obstacle à l’expression d’une 
diversité des points de vue. 
Dans l’état actuel des cho-
ses, il est difficile pour les 
médias alternatifs, indépen-
dants et communautaires 
de survivre et encore plus 
d’émerger.

Et pourtant, certains d’en-
tre nous produisons plus de 
contenu journalistique inédit 
chaque semaine que certains 
des médias représentés dans 
la coalition. Si nous som-
mes plus que d’accord sur le 
rôle historique des médias 
dans nos sociétés, il ne faut 

surtout pas oublier qu’il est 
tout aussi important que les 
lecteurs puissent avoir accès 
à une diversité de sources de 
qualité pour mieux s’inform-
er. En effet, tous les médias 
ont leur ligne éditoriale et 
une culture particulière qui 
leur est propre. La multiplic-
ité des médias et de leurs 
approches journalistiques 
favorise la diffusion d’une 
pluralité de points de vue, 
ce qui est essentiel à tout dé-
bat démocratique sain. Il ne 
faudrait donc pas se contenter 
d’aider seulement les médias 
écrits déjà bien établis. Certes, 
supportons-les dans leur 
transition, mais n’oublions 
pas que le paysage média-
tique québécois manque de 
diversité depuis déjà long-
temps. Saisissons donc aussi 
cette occasion pour pallier à 
un déficit démocratique non 
négligeable.

Nous appuyons la 
plupart des demandes, aussi 
bien celles du Devoir le 25 
août que de la Coalition 
pour la pérennité de la pres-
se d’information le 27 sep-
tembre : par exemple, une 

intervention sur différents 
domaines comme le crédit 
d’impôt pour l’embauche 
de journalistes, une recon-
naissance pour avoir accès 
à des programmes pour la 
mutation des activités vers 
le web, la possibilité de faire 
partie des programmes pour 
PME (et OBNL) pour le mar-
keting web et la formation 
numérique du personnel. 
Bien entendu, la façon dont 
ces aides seraient distribuées 
resterait à discuter, afin de ne 
pas nuire à l’indépendance 
journalistique des médias. 
Nous croyons nous aussi 
que l’État québécois doit re-
connaître le rôle distinctif et 
essentiel des médias dans la 
culture québécoise. Et nous 
assistons nous aussi avec 
inquiétude à la fuite des rev-
enus publicitaires vers Face-
book ou Google.

Mais ces demandes 
doivent aussi s’appliquer 
aux médias indépendants 
de l’écrit et du numérique. 
Peut-être faudra-t-il établir 
des critères quant au type de 
médias qui pourrait se qual-
ifier de journalistique. Mais 

ces médias «admissibles» ne 
peuvent pas se retrouver ex-
clusivement parmi les jour-
naux quotidiens et hebdom-
adaires. Une aide financière 
d’une durée de cinq ans, 
comme le suggère la Coali-
tion, nous permettrait d’in-
vestir durablement dans le 
numérique, et surtout de 
nous concentrer sur ce que 
nous faisons de mieux : du 
journalisme.

Gabrielle Brassard-
Lecours, Ricochet

Josée Nadia Drouin, 
Agence Science-Presse

Christiane Dupont et 
Philippe Rachiele, 
JournaldesVoisins.com

Mariève Paradis, Planète F

Ainsi que :
Stéphane Desjardins, 

Pamplemousse.ca
Nathalie Desrape, Ensemble
Nelson Dion,  

Journal Mobiles
Pierre Dubuc,  

L’Aut’Journal
Nicolas Langelier, 

Nouveau Projet
Audrey Miller,  

L’École branchée
Michel Préville, 

Québec Oiseaux
Marc Simard,  

Le Mouton Noir
Emiliano Arpin-Simonetti, 

Revue Relations
Claudine Simon,  

Les Alter Citoyens
Thomas Deshaies, 

L’Esprit Libre

Photo: StockSnap

discrimination fondée sur le 
handicap, la religion, l’âge 
ou tout autre motif interdit 
par la Charte. L’accommo-
dement raisonnable est une 
obligation. En effet, les em-
ployeurs et les fournisseurs 
de services sont obligés de 
rechercher activement une 
solution permettant à un 
employé, un client ou un 
bénéficiaire d’exercer pleine-
ment ses droits».

En conclusion, il est im-
portant de toujours rappeler 
l’esprit dans lequel cet outil 

juridique devrait être com-
pris. Un accommodement 
raisonnable n’est pas une 
faveur qu’on octroie à un-e 
Québecois-e, mais bien un 
droit pour corriger une in-
égalité. Ce n’est en aucun 
cas un privilège, mais plutôt 
une manière de pallier un 
manque de privilèges.

Haroun Bouazzi est Coprés-
ident de l’Association des 
Musulmans et des Arabes 
pour la Laïcité au Québec 
(AMAL-Québec).

Le Leveller étend ses branches!
Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en 
français pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.
Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.leveller@
gmail.com, et aidez-nous à diversifier notre 
contenu!
Si vous avez de l’expérience dans la révision de 
textes en français, contactez-nous!

Les Sans-culottes 
étaient les 
révolutionnaires 
radicaux pendant 
la Révolution 
française (vers 
1789). Leur nom 
émanait des 
pantalons qu’ils 
portaient au lieu 
de la culotte courte 
et des bas, portés 
par les nobles et 
les bourgeois.
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Carleton University’s website claims 
the building will “act as a central hub 
for campus life and student services,” 

and will include “additional tabling space, a 
24-hour study space, fifteen meeting rooms, 
mixed-use lounge area, increased food options, 
and a large conference hall with a capacity of 
up to 450 people.”

The referendum question reads (a bit awk-
wardly) as follows:

“Do you support the building a Student 
Union Building (SUB) as an extension to the 
University Centre on campus, at a fee of $40 
(attached to CPI) per semester – prorated for 
part time students – charged only when the build-
ing is complete and ready for use?”

In this feature, the Leveller takes a closer look 
at what this referendum means for students in 

the short and long terms, and poses some 
important questions to consider mov-

ing forward.

The Levy Question
This is not the first 
time that students have 

discussed or had a 
referendum on 

building a stu-
dent union 

building. 

Indeed, this conversation goes back many 
years. However, in 2013, CUSA tabled a refer-
endum question that would have seen a SUB 
levy implemented immediately.

Students voted to reject the 2013 levy in part 
because they were unwilling to pay for a build-
ing which would not be complete in time for 
them to use. This helps explain why the current 
referendum question defers the cost of build-
ing the SUB to future students. These future stu-
dents, however, will not have an opportunity to 
determine whether or not they want to foot this 
large bill and potentially indefinite levy.

Before digging deeper into the question of 
who pays for the SUB, let us first take a step 
back and look at what they will pay for. 

The estimated cost of this building is $42 mil-
lion. Should the referendum pass, CUSA, and 
consequently all undergraduate students, will be-
come indebted to Carleton for $22 million. 

The financial breakdown was laid out in 
the minutes of a Nov. 7 CUSA Student Union 
Building Committee meeting as follows: CUSA 
is expected to pay half the cost for the new SUB. 
The Graduate Students’ Association (GSA) is 
expected to pay $6.3 million (15 per cent). 
Carleton is expected to pay  $14.7 million (35 
per cent).

Students will not have to pay a cent until 
the building is actually open for use. Best es-
timates place the building’s opening at four 
years from now.

However, as CUSA president Fahd Alhattab 
told the Leveller in an interview, the loan will 
accrue interest in the interim, as part of their 
agreement with the university. Alhattab went 
on to say that interest on the loan would be 4.7 
per cent. Thus, students would be paying Car-
leton’s prime borrowing rate (2.7 per cent) plus 
an additional borrowing sur-
charge to the university. In ad-
dition, being 
tied to Can-
ada’s prime 
business rate, 
the amount 
could fluctuate 
over time.

As it stands, the referendum does not set an 
official end date on the collection of the levy. 
However, when the term of the mortgage is up 
– set for full repayment over the course of 30 
years – Alhattab has said the levy – which will 
initially be dedicated to repaying the university 
– will be up for review.

“Once the mortgage is paid off, then we 
will look into revisiting the fee and look at a 
few options: one, revisiting the fee and having 
students re-vote on it, or putting it into an en-
dowment fund for renovations of the space,” 
Alhattab suggested. 

When queried further about this endow-
ment fund, he added, “The endowment fund 
will then be put in the name for CUSA to be 
used for maintenance, to be used for renova-
tions, but then additionally for CUSA services 
and student services.”

The fact still remains that the referendum 
question, at present, does not address the con-
tinuation or discontinuation of the levy and no 
current agreement exists to address it.

Of Contract and Ownership
The absence of a formal agreement has 

raised the ire of some students but has not 
phased the CUSA president.

“The university is not interested in getting 
into the nitty gritty when they’re not even sure 
the students actually even want [the SUB],” said 
Alhattab, they are not interested in “negotiating 
a contract on something that doesn’t actually 
exist.” He pointed to the agreed upon Func-
tional Program Study as well as a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) currently being 
distributed and debated upon between the two 
students unions and admin.

While the details of the MOU are unknown 

Student Union 
Building Referendum

The Carleton University 
Students’ Association (CUSA) 
recently announced that 
there will be a referendum 
on Dec. 6 and 7. All Carleton 
undergraduate students will 
have the chance to vote on 
whether or not they support 
the construction of a new, 
80,000 square foot student 
union building.
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to the Leveller at press time,  the absence of a 
formal agreement is concerning for the GSA. 

“There needs to be a clear agreement on 
how the management of the space would func-
tion,” said Taylor Howarth, the GSA’s VP Fi-
nance. “Unfortunately, at this point in time, no 
agreement exists. 

“The GSA is concerned that the two student 
associations will not have much bargaining 
power if students commit to funding a build-
ing without a written framework that details 
how the building will operate,” Howarth told 
the Leveller via email.

Although CUSA’s website notes that, “the 
proposed building would be majority-owned 
by students,” actual ownership is off the table.

“Ideally any new student space that is paid 
for by students would be student owned, but 
the University has indicated it is not an op-
tion,” said Howarth. “Students should know 
that senior administration has no intention of 
allowing student ownership over any extension 
of the University Centre.”

“If ownership is unattainable, the GSA 
would insist upon a long term lease, along with 
a building management committee that has 
majority student representation,” she said. 

Despite students paying for the majority of 
this building (along with millions of dollars in 
interest), Alhattab admitted that student own-
ership was not possible.

“One of the things about ownership of ac-
tual land that is on public property, because 
universities are public properties, can’t actually 
happen by private corporations, and all stu-
dents associations are technically private cor-
porations,” Alhattab explained.

In lieu of ownership, CUSA is looking at se-
curing a 100-year lease which will give CUSA 
full control over the portions of space it has 
paid for, according to Alhattab.

Further, the formation of a SUB Manage-
ment Group — which will include one repre-
sentative each from CUSA, the GSA, and admin 
— will have voting power over certain aspects 
of the building and will be responsible for the 
SUB space as a whole, according to Alhattab. 

However, as there is currently no formal 
agreement, this Board exists only in theory.

According to Alhattab, “CUSA will have a 
majority stake, because CUSA owns the largest 
amount of the building. With the shared space, 
it’s close to 50 per cent. So CUSA owns the larg-
est amount, and so the idea here is that CUSA 

will be able to, as long as the 
GSA agrees with CUSA, move 
forward on projects or vice 

versa. One 
of the parties 
in the com-
mittee always 
has to agree 
with CUSA.” 

The elephant in the room here is that this 
can quite easily be flipped against the GSA as 
well, since this relationship would also work 
between CUSA and the university, as a majority 
voting block.

Alhattab also mentioned that there will also 
be a group overseeing the spaces that are specif-
ic to just CUSA, which will be made up of “the 
different representatives from council as elect-
ed and representatives from the general student 
body, from major clubs and societies and stake-
holders. So there will always be management 
oversight by students.”

Aramark Extends its Reach
Aramark is a large multi-national corpora-

tion with annual profits in the billions of dol-
lars. It has had a long and tumultuous history 
with Carleton students and workers since first 
signing a contract with the university in 2003.

Aramark classifies itself as a “single-source 
campus dining service provider,” and as such 
has fought to maintain a food monopoly on 
campus to the detriment of student-run busi-
nesses and other accessible and affordable op-
tions, such as the Garden Spot organized by the 
Carleton Food Collective.

In 2010 at Carleton, Aramark workers orga-
nized a unionization drive and raised concerns 
of intimidating letters from the employer that 
suggested workers would be fired for attempt-
ing to unionize, as first reported in the Leveller.

Other Canadian campuses have booted Ara-
mark in recent years, including Ryerson Univer-
sity whose students sought “the end of crappy, 
expensive, low-quality campus food,” accord-
ing to the Toronto Star.

The Leveller reported in late 2011 that Car-
leton secretly extended its exclusivity contract 
with Aramark to 2018. The contract was origi-
nally slated to expire in 2013.

The revelation of Aramark hungrily grasping 
for a piece of the SUB pie will no doubt ensure 
that the contract is further extended beyond 2018. 
Although Aramark was not involved in initial 
discussions and consultations surrounding the 
development plan for a new student building, the 
Leveller has learned that the food giant has gob-
bled up a major stake in the project.

CUSA President Fahd Alhattab told the Lev-
eller that Aramark is fronting $10 million for 
10,000 square feet. The calorie-packing con-
glomerate aims to double its cafeteria size by 
adding an additional floor above its current 
space at the front of the Unicentre.

Alhattab did not view this as a problem and 
even proposed it would benefit students. “We 
are using Aramark here as a champion for stu-
dent space and as a champion for more food op-
tions and more food services,” he said. “Hope-
fully, this will allow us to have a 
better rapport with 
t h e m 

when we start asking for more options such 
as halal options, kosher options and vegan 
options... If they are in our new student space, 
then we get to I think have a little more say with 
them, a little more influence.”

Others, however, view the reliance on cor-
porate food providers as a contradiction be-
tween business practices and the ethics of a 
healthy campus, and would prefer that the pro-
cess include organizations such as the Carleton 
Food Collective.

The Collective, according to board member 
and Carleton PhD student Wesley Petite, insists 
that important food-related issues, such as “ac-
cessible food, sustainable procurement, healthy 
eating habits, and a sense of involvement and 
membership in the governance of our campus,” 
be considered throughout the process.

“The fact that the Carleton Food Collective 
was not consulted on the possibility of using 
even a portion of the space to serve our signa-
ture healthy, vegan, free, sustainably procured 
food suggests that either CUSA is not organized 
enough to fully seize the opportunity a student 
building presents,” Petite told the Leveller, “or 
that they are organized and there is a certain co-
hort within CUSA that chose not to contact us.”

Petite suggests that the Collective’s presence 
among the established food providers in the 
new building would allow for important ques-
tions to be asked, such as “where does our food 
come from, how does the food I eat impact my 
health and how can I determine what food I 
consume?”

Student-run food providers have had a lot 
of success when they receive support from the 
student unions, such as what happened for the 
Loaded Ladle at Dalhousie University, accord-
ing to Petite. “They were able to get access to a 
furnished, high-end kitchen space and a cen-
tral serving space in the student union building 
food court.”

Petite also provided further examples in-
cluding the People’s Potato at Concordia, the 
Midnight Kitchen at McGill, the Seasoned 
Spoon at Trent, and the People’s Republic of 
Delicious at uOttawa, which “all speak to the 
need to provide food on the basis of student 
vision and determination.”

A lot of questions remain unanswered. 
What role will Aramark play in the governing 
process and final agreement, given its $10 mil-
lion stake, and what does this mean for the fu-
ture of Aramark’s contract? It is very likely that 
a vote in favour of the building will cement an 
Aramark presence on campus over the long 
term.

Looking Ahead
With the majority of the space divvied up 

amongst Aramark, admin and the student 
unions, other groups on campus such as the 
multiple levy organizations — including the 
Carleton Food Collective, OPIRG, the Charlatan 
and CKCU — are left pondering their future in 
the process. While initially hopeful that inclu-
sion in the new building would be a possibility, 
Alhattab confirmed that it is likely that the larger 
levy groups — who are existing CUSA tenants – 
will stay in the existing Unicentre.

However, Alhattab indicated that an or-
ganization’s space would either undergo ren-
ovations or that if existing space was viewed 
as inadequate, the option would be there to 
move. CKCU could be eligible for either, while 
OPIRG, Alhattab mentioned, might find a new 
home within renovated space amongst the 
third floor service centres.

 Students are voting in a referendum which 
will institute a large fee amount that will have 
implications on the Carleton student body for 
decades. And all of this without a full, formal 
contract. CUSA is currently negotiating with 
Carleton with the assumption that the admin-
istration will act in good faith, which given the 
history of struggle between students and the ad-
min over student space, could be problematic.

Despite the absence of a formal contract, Al-
hattab is optimistic that CUSA can balance out 
the greed of admin with its youth and passion, 
while acknowledging their would-be lender’s 
reputation. “We know how our administration 
is and they would like to maintain a certain 
level of influence and a certain level 
of say and I think there will al-
ways be a bit of that, and  
that’s fair.”
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MAGAZINE

Jay Ramasubramanyam

“There is a plant with no 
roots, a tumbleweed. With 
the breeze, it rolls away. 
That is statelessness.” This 
quote from a Central Asian 
non-citizen, documented in 
a UNHCR report on state-
lessness, paints a poignant 
picture of this detached 
status. A stateless person 
is someone without roots 
— someone who is not rec-
ognized as a citizen by any 
state. Citizenship or nation-
ality is the essential foun-
dation of a person’s legal 
identity and signifies their 
right to have rights. Stateless 
people are often unable to 
access the rights that we take 
for granted. 

The following dialogue 
comes from my experiences 
of working as a legal officer 
in the United Nations. While 
working for the UNHCR in 
India in 2012, I worked in 
close contact with several 
stateless individuals, espe-
cially the Rohingya people 
from Myanmar. In recent 
years, the issue of stateless-
ness and displacement of 
the Rohingya has been one 
of international concern. 
The Rohingya are a Muslim 
ethnic minority in Myan-
mar who for decades have 
suffered systematic human 
rights violations. The 1982 
Citizenship Law of Burma 
enacted by the reigning mil-

itary government uncondi-
tionally excluded them from 
citizenship rights. In addi-
tion to this, they are disal-
lowed from practicing their 
religion, which is enabled by 
the government authorities’ 
destruction or forcible shut-
down of mosques and ma-
drasas. They have restrictions 
on travel, right to marry and 
right to birth registration. 
This group is also subjected 
to arbitrary taxation, unpaid 
labour and extortion. By be-
ing privy to information that 
several Rohingya refugees re-
layed to me while I was in the 
UNHCR, I was compelled to 
look at the issues faced by 
such people objectively, even 
though there is a very clear 
need for change. 

In addition to my per-
sonal experience, this dia-
logue comes from my ob-
servations of the recent and 
first Annual General Body 
Meeting of the Canadian 
Centre on Statelessness 
(CCS), held on Nov. 2. The 
Centre has been under-
taking excellent activities 
which have been informing 
audiences across Canada 
and globally on the issues 
of statelessness. One of the 
significant events of the CCS 
was the first ever stateless-
ness summit that was held 
in February 2016, which 
included speakers from a 
range of backgrounds. They 
have held small conferences 

and seminars in Central 
America, with support from 
a number of other organi-
zations. However, being a 
fledgling organization, the 
Centre acknowledges the 
long road ahead in making a 
more visible impact on this 
issue. However, this meeting 
has provided a brilliant seg-
ue to engage in discussions 
on statelessness. 

Many people working on 
social justice issues in Cana-
da are bound to have either 
engaged with or worked on 
the case concerning Deepan 
Budlakoti, who — despite 
being born in Canada — 
had his citizenship deemed, 
for lack of a better term, 
non-existent while fighting 
criminal charges. Deepan’s 
case has captured the atten-
tion of academics, students 
and activists alike who are 
striving for a push to end 
statelessness. Deepan’s case 
represents a microcosm of 
the larger issue of stateless-
ness, the direct human con-
sequence of which is the loss 
of human rights. Canada’s 
Bill C-24 is a step that has 
unfortunately served as a 
setback in such efforts. This 
law has dramatically altered 
notions of what it means to 
be a Canadian citizen. 

Under the new law, dual 
nationals can be stripped of 
their Canadian citizenship. 
According to the Canadi-
an Centre on Statelessness, 

“dual nationals and those 
eligible for dual nationali-
ty, including those born in 
Canada, can be stripped of 
their Canadian citizenship. 
Prior to the changes to the 
Act, revocation of citizenship 
was limited to naturalized 
Canadians who acquired 
their citizenship falsely.” 
While it could be argued that 
the risk of statelessness has 
been mitigated by the fact 
that this law applies only to 
those who are dual nationals 
or eligible for dual national-
ity, such arguments do not 
necessarily address other 
human rights violations or 
issues. Canada still falls short 
of recognizing statelessness 
as a legitimate ground for 
refugee status. Neither has 
Bill C-24 precluded the risk 
of an individual facing tor-
ture, cruel, inhuman and de-
grading punishment, upon 
deportation. This has made 
vulnerable millions of indi-
viduals across the country 

and shakes the core of Cana-
da’s proud heritage of multi-
culturalism. 

Stateless populations 
both in Canada and abroad 
lack legal status which dis-
ables them from accessing 
basic rights such as health 
care, for example. While the 
narrative on statelessness 
enabled the establishment 
of international instruments 
to oversee human rights vi-
olations and incorporate 
legal measures to protect 
people without legal status, 
little has been done to erad-
icate this. 

Nationality, essentially, 
serves as the link between 
individuals and the interna-
tional sphere, and signifies 
a relationship between an 
individual and a state; pro-
viding citizenship is only 
the means and not the aim 
itself. The aim must be the 
enjoyment of the benefits 
that a state offers to people. 

In addition to personal 

consequences faced by state-
less persons, the problem 
has social and political im-
plications as well. Stateless-
ness is often an underlying 
factor in civil conflicts and 
insecurity among states. 
Such turmoil can often be a 
source of political instabili-
ty, lack of autonomy for mi-
norities, and serious threats 
to human security. 

Hence, as idealistic as 
they may sound, campaigns 
like #ibelong run by the 
UNHCR to end stateless-
ness within a decade, are 
steps in the right direction. 
It is in everyone’s best in-
terest to afford sufficient 
legal status to stateless in-
dividuals in Canada and 
across the world, to enable 
the maintenance of human 
security and peace. But with 
increasingly exclusionary 
and resistant policies in 
play globally, pragmatism 
dictates that such steps may 
remain a distant ideal.

Morgan Duchesney

Contrary to the official 
history, the only thing Hai-
tians ever wanted was in-
ternational recognition of 
their self-determination and 
control over their natural re-
sources. This article presents 
an account of Haitian histo-
ry that features the destruc-
tive role of France and the 
United States, with Canada 
playing a supporting role. 
Rather than requiring aid, 
Haiti is in fact owed massive 
financial reparations from 
France and the U.S. for two 
centuries of violence and 
theft. Instead, the people 
hear of “Haiti fatigue,” an 
expression that refers to in-
ternational frustration with 
the political dysfunction 
that derails relief efforts fol-
lowing Haiti’s frequent nat-
ural disasters.

The election of Jean Ber-
trand Aristide in 1990 sym-
bolized the desire of poor 
Haitians for modest prosper-
ity and a secure future free 
from foreign domination. 
This immensely popular 
leader implemented wage 
hikes and workplace safety 

regulations that irked absen-
tee U.S. and French factory 
and plantation owners. Aris-
tide served a second term as 
president during 1993–1996 
and was re-elected in 2000.

President Aristide was 
visited in early March 2004 
by U.S. consular officials 
and a team of heavily-armed 
Marines. American am-
bassador Foley convinced 
Aristide and his wife to ac-
cept an armed escort to the 
Port-au-Prince airport where 
a private jet flew them to 
the Central African Repub-
lic; a nation in the French 
sphere of influence. During 
a March 8, 2004 interview 
with Amy Goodman of De-
mocracy Now, Aristide stated, 
“They [the U.S. government] 
forced me to leave Haiti… It 
was a kidnapping under cov-
er of a coup d’état.” 

Before continuing on 
this theme, a brief histo-
ry of Haitian democracy is 
necessary, as this nation was 
never destined to be poor 
or ill-governed. Throughout 
the 18th century colonial 
France  turned Haiti into the 
most prosperous colony on 
the planet, after gradually 

destroying Haiti’s Indige-
nous inhabitants and im-
porting African slaves. The 
colony became a source of 
vast wealth for the French 
elite. However, resentment 
simmered among the slaves 
and exploded into armed re-
bellion under the leadership 
of Toussaint Louverture. 
The independent republic 
of Haiti was declared on 
January 1, 1804 after thir-
teen years of bloody strug-
gle with U.S.-backed French 
forces. Had their statehood 
been recognized interna-
tionally at this point in 
history, Haitian democracy 
may well have persevered, 
ensuring modest prosperity 
and peaceful independence. 

Instead, in 1825, France 
threatened another inva-
sion and the restoration of 
slavery, Paul Farmer reports 
that at this time “Haitian 
officials signed what was to 
prove the beginning of the 
end of any hope of auton-
omy. King Charles X agreed 
to recognize Haiti’s inde-
pendence only if the new 
republic agreed to pay an 
indemnity of 150 million 
gold francs,” an amount 
worth about “half a billion 
U.S. dollars in the most 
conservative estimate, with-
out attempting to calculate 
175 years of interest and 
inflation.” This unjust debt 
continued to be paid in in-
stallments until shortly after 
World War Two, entrench-
ing and exacerbating Haiti’s 
national impoverishment.

Eventually, the U.S. dom-
inated Haiti which presented 

an immense source of wealth 
for those controlling the vast 
plantations of sugarcane and 
other tropical produce. Com-
menting in 1896 on dem-
ocratic Haiti’s relevance to 
the U.S. military occupation 
of Cuba, Winston Churchill 
wrote in the Saturday Review 
of the “…grave danger…of 
another black republic.”  In 
1915, U.S. Marines invaded 
Haiti to counter European 
influence in the Caribbe-
an and the nation suffered 
a 19 year U.S. occupation, 
whose low point, according 
to Noam Chomsky, was the 
summary disbandment of 
the Haitian parliament to fa-
cilitate, “…a 1918 law grant-
ing U.S. corporations the 
right to turn the country into 
a U.S. plantation.”

From 1934 until 1957, 
Haiti was governed by thugs 
like the voodooist Fran-
cois “Papa Doc” Duvalier 
and his son Jean Claude or 
“Baby Doc,” who were both 
assisted by the murderous 
Tonton Macoutes secret po-
lice.  An unsuccessful demo-
cratic movement occurred in 
1987, following Jean Claude 
Duvalier’s exit to luxurious 
exile in France. At that time 
future Haitian president and 
Catholic priest Jean Bertrand 
Aristide was a dedicated op-
ponent of the post-Duvalier 
dictatorship and an advo-
cate of liberation theology. 

This emancipatory phi-
losophy, active throughout 
Latin America and to a lesser 
extent, the Caribbean, was 
strongly opposed by power-
ful individuals like the Pope 

and U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan whose advisors, ac-
cording to Farmer, consid-
ered the anti-poverty move-
ment “less Christian than 
Communist” and urged the 
President to “counter” sup-
ports of liberation theology. 
This stance had a hand in 
inspiring the “anti-commu-
nist” programs of the 1980s 
that brutalized El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and 
Nicaragua. The military and 
paramilitary forces of these 
nations were trained in 
counter-insurgency and tor-
ture both in-country by U.S. 
Special Forces and at Fort 
Bragg’s infamous School of 
the Americas.

Aristide won the pres-
idential election on Dec. 
16, 1990 only to be driven 
from office in September 
1991 by Brigadier-General 
Raoul Cedras. According to 
American author and his-
torian William Blum, “no 
evidence of direct US com-
plicity in the coup has aris-
en, though, as we shall see, 
the CIA was financing and 
training all the important 
elements of the new military 
regime, and a Haitian offi-
cial who supported the coup 
has reported that US intelli-
gence officers were present” 
at military headquarters as 
the coup was taking place. 
According to Chomsky, 
“Washington was appalled 
at the election of a populist 
candidate with a grass-roots 
constituency just as it had 
been appalled by the pros-
pect of the hemisphere’s first 
free country on its doorstep 

two centuries before.”
When Aristide was final-

ly able to return to office in 
1994, the U.S. government 
joined forces with the Eu-
ropean Union and interna-
tional banks to force Haiti 
to repay the “odious debt” 
accumulated by the Duva-
liers and their predecessors 
in spite of international law 
excusing such repayment. 
Instead, Aristide informed 
the French government in 
2004 that they owed Hai-
ti over $20 billion for past 
resource thefts and human 
rights abuses. According 
to Chomsky, Paul Farmer 
and Amy Goodman, while 
U.S. and French politicians 
scoffed publicly, “...lawyers 
saw the case as not without 
legal merit.”

The post-Aristide years 
have featured leaders like Mi-
chel Martelly, a former musi-
cian committed to advancing 
foreign business interests 
and the privilege of compli-
ant local elites. According 
to Yves Engler, “a supporter 
of the 1991 and 2004 coups 
against Aristide, Martelly was 
a teenaged member of the 
Duvalier dictatorship’s Ton-
ton Macoutes death squads. 
As president, he surround-
ed himself with Duvalierists 
and death squad leaders.” 
Martelly resigned in February 
2016 and will be succeeded 
by the victor of the Nov. 20 
presidential elections. While 
Aristide has reappeared to 
support candidate Maryse 
Narcisse of the Fanmi Lav-
alas party, his own political 
future is uncertain.

THE ‘GHOST PEOPLE’

HAITIAN INTERVENTION FATIGUE

A dialogue on statelessness and belonging
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LETTERS

Michael Melvill

You can celebrate your 
birthday at the Canadian 
War Museum. With up to 
10 kids and two adults, you 
can book a private party 
room, and play games, en-
joy friends, and relish in 
birthday cake, with free en-
try to a museum that caters 
to that most horrific break-
down in human relations: 
war… for only $190. 

Is something wrong with 
this? I think so.

If you approach the mu-
seum by foot, you notice a 
great deal of construction in 
the immediate area. Beyond 
that, a sparsely decorated 
venue on which the War 
Museum stands. Designed 
by Raymond Moriyama, the 
building is meant to evoke 
the notion of regeneration 
amongst devastation. I like 
the building, and even its 
entrance sets a tone of som-
berness, as I note to myself 
the importance on subdued 
reflection, and as I purchase 
a ticket, the quiet atmo-
sphere of the entrance is a 
moment to pause before 
exposing myself to what 
should be an enlightening 
experience.

What follows is a mock-
ery to adequate reflection 
on the horrendous nature 
that is war. I have been 
twice in the last year and a 
half, both times I have felt a 
dizzying array of emotions 
that do not evoke serious 
reflection. Instead I have felt 
angered, and dismayed that 
this is how we look at our 
past. Yet the Canadian War 
Museum is the most popu-
lar in Ottawa, according to 
Buzzfeed and TripAdvisor 
polls, but given the status 
of such organizations, and 
their penchant for enter-
tainment over informative 
discussion, I am dismissive 
of their contribution to an 
adequate reflection of the 
museum.

Why are you so dismis-
sive? You may ask. Sever-
al answers come to mind, 
most pertinent is the show-
manship aspect of the 
museum. All exhibits I’ve 
seen, both special and per-
manent, are flashy, with so 
much colourful noise, that 
it becomes hard to take 
seriously the content dis-
played. Take two exhibits, 
one permanent, the South 
African Boer War, and a 
special exhibit currently 
on display titled “Deadly 
Skies Air War 1914-1918.” 
On entering the Boer War’s 
exhibit space, you are greet-
ed with the song Rule Bri-
tannia. This is gaudy. The 
song itself was (arguably 
still is) a propaganda piece, 
and no mention was made 
of the song, as far as I could 
tell. Following that, the 
sounds of gunfire, bullets, 
and explosions is played 

on loops throughout the 
exhibit, possibly to emu-
late the conditions of war. 
To what end? So that I too 
could pretend that I was in 
the veld, trying to subdue 
the Boers? 

Mention is made of cre-
ation of the internment 
camp in the Boer War, but 
the stories of those camps 
are less than subdued, they 
hardly exist. Titles like 
“Canada Takes Control,” 
in bright jagged letters are 
everywhere, to create some 
false sense of drama, for 
what was, as I understand, 
a very unpopular conflict, 
and a war that we should 
be regretful for participat-
ing in, as it drew on and 
had little support from all 
parts of the British Empire. 
Bright colours, and loud 
music throughout prevent 
me from really thinking 
about, or seeing the rele-
vance of the Boer War, and 
only elicited in me stron-
ger emotions of pride in 
country.

Perhaps I’m overly sensi-
tive. But the “Deadly Skies 
Air War” exhibit makes me 
believe otherwise. This ex-
hibit is made of cartoons. 
Normally, an interpretation 
of war through cartoons 
might allow a different sort 
of message to be communi-
cated. Perhaps, despite any 
horrendous destruction, 
the medium of a cartoon 
allows the viewer to see the 
comical nature of existence, 
even while subject to explo-
sions, death, tragedy, and a 
tearing of the fabric of ev-
erything you know. “Deadly 
Skies Air War” fails at this. 
The cartoons are laughable, 
childish. They make light 
of the narratives they tell. 
Take the first, Marjorie Stin-
son, the teenaged American 
flying instructor. Marjorie 
and her sister Katherine 
ran a flight training school 
for American pilots in the 
First World War. Featured 
is a telegram, and a brief 
biopic of the sisters’ lives, 
and how they were the first 
flight training school of 
their kind. Most prominent 
are giant cartoon strips, tell-
ing a brief portion of their 
life. The cartoons, though 
colourful and big, are dull, 
lacking in any true dramat-
ic punch, and while read-
ing them you are subjected 
to loud sounds of tinker-
ing, and zooming planes 
above, so you can feel right 
at home with Marjorie as 
she teaches men to fly in 
war. Around the corner you 
can hop into a hot air bal-
loon basket and gaze at a 
screen with projected car-
toon images of a landscape 
of Europe. Another corner 
reveals a motion sensor 
game, so that you too may 
emulate the experience of 
flying in the skies of battle! 
So much theatre, but why? 

For entertainment?
Standing on LeBreton 

flats, the Canadian War Mu-
seum’s new home was built 
in 2005, funded in part by 
the province, and federal 
legislation, defined and es-
tablished by the Museums 
Act, and overseen by the 
Crown Corporation. The 
Crown Corporation runs 
three museums: the Cana-
dian Museum of History, 
the Canadian War Museum, 
and the Virtual Museum 
of New France. By all ap-
pearances, the Crown Cor-
poration is like any other 
corporation, run by a CEO, 
Mark O’Neill, with a board 
of trustees, all information 
found on the War Muse-
um’s website. The Crown 
Corporation is beholden to 
parliament, and are trans-
parent with their cash in-
flows and outflows, being 
so close to the Parliament 
buildings, admitting to any 
moral wrongdoing would 
hit too close to home.

But with close proximity 
comes close political ties, 
ties I am not fully aware of. 
Specific images in the Mu-
seum made me pause: does 
an image of 9/11 relate in 
any way to Canadian wars? 
Certainly, we have been in-
volved in the American War 
on Terror, but 9/11 was not 
an attack on Canadians. 
Does it fit our narrative, a 
narrative the Canadian War 
Museum is so strongly ad-
amant to consider is ours? 
“This is your museum. This 
is your story. This is your 
legacy.” The War Muse-
um’s establishment in 2005 
makes me consider whether 
certain images are not more 
politically motivated, than 
a challenge to how we in-
teract and think about war. 
The Museum is underneath 
the Crown.

Should war be enter-
taining? If you believe so, 
visit the Canadian War 
Museum, and you will not 
be disappointed. I strongly 
believe war should not be 
portrayed in such a flashy 
manner, but should be 
portrayed simply, so that 
we may interpret the facts, 
and not have the medi-
um dictate our thoughts. 
Political interpretation is 
unavoidable, but the loud 
bangs, the triumphal mu-
sic blasted in all corners, 
the bright imagery, the 
comic portrayals of deeply 
saddening narratives, your 
chance to hold a grenade 
or AK-47 (really, you can 
do that), are all smoke and 
lights, used to dress up war, 
and make it sexy for the 
consumer. 

War is not sexy. 
War is not a cheap ve-

neer for children to enjoy 
their birthday parties. It 
makes me sick to think we 
treat human life with such 
levity.

Meeka Marsolais

Considered by organiz-
ers, such as Katie Rae Per-
fitt, to be “the largest act of 
youth-led climate civil dis-
obedience in Canadian his-
tory,” — with over 100 pro-
testers present —  the Oct. 
24 Climate 101 rally against 
Kinder Morgan pipeline ex-
pansion should serve as a 
reminder to Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau that approval 
from his constituents is not 
a right he earned in 2015. 
While his PR department 
bombards Canadians with 
how “progressive” he claims 
to be, there will always be 
a point where direct action 
must follow words. 

It should be a telling fact 
that, just over a year after his 
election,  there are people 
ready to have themselves 
arrested in order to get their 
message across. 

The rally itself began on 
the University of Ottawa 
campus. I knew where to 
go by following a young girl 
carrying a sign which pro-
tested Energy East — one 
of the many that sported 
slogans like “Keep it in the 
ground!” and “Climate 
leaders don’t build pipe-
lines.” We quietly gathered 
to be fed, given coffee and 
soothed by the music of the 
Ottawa River Singers.  

Each person I came into 
contact with was participat-
ing for their own personal 
reason and they exuded pas-
sion for the cause. I met a 
couple who had come from 
Sault Ste. Marie based on 
recommendation by their 
professor at Sault College. 
I also met a grandmother 
from Nova Scotia who felt 

compelled to fly to Ottawa 
upon hearing of the efforts 
of these young people. 

Clayton Thomas-Muller 
of Mathias Colomb Cree 
Nation, also known as Pu-
katawagan in Northern 
Manitoba, smudged the area 
with sage to promote a pos-
itive atmosphere that would 
carry on throughout the day. 
Muller took on a leading 
role during the march to 
Parliament Hill and his own 
personal store of renewable 
energy kept us all electrified. 

As a collective, we carried 
our signs down Laurier Ave. 
and made our way to Parlia-
ment Hill. 

“C’mon Trudeau, just 
say no!” 

This was our chant as we 
walked through streets filled 
with business people, students 
and law officers, going about 
their lives as bystanders.  

Once we arrived at 111 
Wellington, those who had 
come in support stepped 
back to the other side of the 
street, while those who were 
willing to risk arrest stood in 
a close knit group along the 
steel gates which had been 
erected by police to ward off 
protesters. 

When we asked if we 
could cross this barrier, the 
police informed us that if we 
went any further we would 
be placed under arrest. The 
group took a moment to look 
at one another and acknowl-
edge our next steps. We then 
put up our hands and, one-
by-one,  climbed the steel 
barriers to be arrested. 

The entire group was ex-
tremely peaceful and while 
the police were walking us to 
their ready-made processing 
station less than 100 meters 

away we continued to quietly 
chant — at least I did! 

We knew the house was 
sitting on Oct. 24, which is 
the reason behind decid-
ing to hold the action that 
day. Justin Trudeau was in 
Ottawa while we, over 100 
young people standing to-
gether in the cold, were at 
his place of work begging 
for his attention.

I had a genuine hope that 
he might come out to speak 
with us. This hope came 
from the fact that we were 
being extremely peaceful 
and polite.  

There is also the fact that 
this man was elected by a 
landslide (largely by the 
youth of this country) and 
ALSO because he promised 
to be a climate leader, pro-
tect our environment and 
honour the treaties. Based 
on those facts, the least he 
could do was send out a rep-
resentative. 

Each of the 99 people 
who got arrested that day 
was given a trespassing no-
tice, banning us from Parlia-
ment Hill for 3 months. 

My hope is that our mes-
sage penetrated beyond the 
excessive lineup of police 
officers but, to be honest, 
I’m not sure that it did. The 
nasty truth is that the en-
vironment has no money 
to give our politicians and 
unfortunately the harmful 
implications of this pipeline 
are not enough to put a stop 
to this project. Or perhaps 
the decision-makers don’t 
understand the science? 
This is why we tried to bring 
them a chalkboard with all 
the scientific info! To show 
them that this is Climate 
Change 101!

OUR CANADIAN 
WAR MUSEUM

“CLIMATE LEADERS 
DON’T BUILD PIPELINES”

The gauze of entertainment on 
our wounded consciousness

KINDER MORGAN FACTS:
• Upon completion, the Trans Mountain pipeline system would transport 

more than 890,000 barrels a day of primarily diluted bitumen from 
Alberta oil sands to BC’s west coast

• The expansion would increase oil tanker traffic from around 60 per year 
to more than 400 per year. 

• Trans Mountain expansion is opposed by the mayors of Vancouver and 
Burnaby. 

• In May 2014 the Tseil-Wautuuth First Nation launched a legal challenge 
against the pipeline, saying the National Energy Board and Canadian 
Government failed to meet their legal obligation to consult the band 
during the pipeline review process.

• In his 2015 federal election campaign, Prime Minister Trudeau committed 
to overhauling the National Energy Board and review process of major 
pipeline proposals. Speaking to Kai Nagata of the Dogwood Initiative, 
he confirmed that yes, the overhaul would apply to existing proposals 
including Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain…but that never happened. 

• Trudeau is scheduled to make a decision on the Trans Mountain pipeline 
before Christmas 2016. 

Photo: Meeka Marsolais
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COMMENT

Lauren Scott

I’m conflicted about writ-
ing this right now. On one 
hand, I don’t want to give 
this man any more attention, 
and on the other, he — and 
what he stands for —  real-
ly needs to be talked about. 
More importantly, we need 
to address what the chang-
ing landscape of American 
politics means for social and 
political progress in North 
America. 

Donald Trump is now 
America’s President-elect, 
something I never thought 
would be possible. But here 

we are, and we’re just north 
of all of this madness. 

If you ask me (you 
didn’t, but you’re gonna 
get my two cents anyways), 
it’s not Trump that is the 
real problem, although we 
love to personify issues and 
turn them into people, in 
an effort to put a face to the 
blame. What is scarier are 
the people that follow him, 
the people who hear “let’s 
build a wall and make Mex-
ico pay for it” and “grab her 
by the pussy” and feel justi-
fied in their hatred. 

There have been instances 
of people assaulting protest-

ers at rallies on Trump’s be-
half, to which he joked that 
he would pay the assailant’s 
legal fees. 

But that joke isn’t funny 
and even Trump himself has 
come to realize it, saying 
in a 60 Minutes interview 
that his supporters need to 
“stop it” and that he is “so 
saddened” by the hateful ac-
tions that have been carried 
out in his name.

Then there are the hate 
crimes. As of Nov. 18, the 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
has documented over 400 
cases of hate crimes across 
the U.S. since the Nov. 8 

election. That is about 40 in-
cidents a day.

The FBI released its Hate 
Crime Statistics for 2015, 
which showed a 67 per 
cent increase in hate crimes 
against Muslim-Americans. 
There was also a marked in-
crease in hate crimes against 
Jewish people, African Amer-
icans and LGBT individuals 
in the last year.

Reported hate crimes rose 
by 6 per cent across the U.S. 
in 2015. However, U.S. Attor-
ney General Loretta E. Lynch 
said that the number could 
be much higher, as many in-
cidents go unreported.

Across the States swasti-
ka graffiti and bastardized 
slogans like “Make America 
White Again,” have appeared 
on store windows, walls, 
bathroom stalls and shared 
on social media. Disturbing-
ly, similar graffiti has target-
ed Ottawa neighbourhoods 
since the election.

At the York County 
School of Technology, a 
Pennsylvania high school, 
minority students reported 
continuous harassment from 
white students throughout 
the election campaign. On 
Nov. 10, two days after the 
election, a group of white 
students marched through 
the halls yelling “white pow-
er,” while carrying a Trump 
campaign sign. At this same 
high school, there have also 
been reports of white stu-
dents spitting in the faces of 
their minority classmates.

Further south, former 
University of Tennessee line-
man and Clinton supporter, 
Chris Weatherd woke up the 
morning after the election 
to find his car vandalized. 
Across each side of his car 
was “F*** you, N*****!” 
and “Trump!” scrawled in 

white pen. 
On Nov. 12, Adrienne 

Juarascio, a Drexel Uni-
versity professor in South 
Philadelphia who had dis-
played a Clinton campaign 
sign on her lawn, found the 
words “It’s our p**** now, 
b****!” carved into the pas-
senger side of her car. 

Juarascio took to social 
media to address the incident. 

“It’s hard to ignore the 
impact that electing a misog-
ynistic, racist, xenophobe as 
our president will have on 
the people of our nation. The 
growing number of incidents 
of intimidation and harass-
ment that have occurred 
since Tuesday should be ter-
rifying to all of us. And since 
we can’t count on our new 
president to condemn the 
outpouring of racist, sexist, 
anti-semitic, and homopho-
bic insults from some of his 
supporters in the past couple 
days, the rest of us will need 
to continue coming togeth-
er to fight hatred in all of its 
forms. So, to whoever decid-
ed to key my car, thanks for 
providing an extra burst of 
motivation to help make my 
community a better place in 
every way I possibly can,” she 
wrote in a Facebook post. 

My sister goes to school at 
the University of Oregon and 
the day after Trump won, a 
friend of hers was assault-
ed. This friend was walking 
across campus when a group 
of men started chanting 
“Trump! Trump! Trump!” 
Keep in mind that Oregon is 
one of the most liberal states 
in the U.S. and one of the 
states in which Hillary won 
easily. And yet, there is still 
division. 

Anyways, this friend 
yelled “Fuck Trump” in re-
sponse, to which these men 

reacted with violence. They 
ran over to her, tossed her 
down onto the ground and 
punched her in the face. She 
is a woman of colour.

Why do these assailants 
believe this is okay? Because 
they follow a man who says 
it is? One who has so much 
fucking money that he can 
bail out anyone willing to 
act on their racism and mi-
sogyny in the name of a vi-
sion of a past America, in 
the name of good old Amer-
ican “freedom.”

These people have been 
given “freedom” from po-
litical correctness, from the 
“social justice warriors” and 
feminists, and Trump is seen 
as their so-called savior. 

But political correctness 
does have a place in politics. 
It’s not a matter of infringing 
on someone’s right to free 
speech, but someone else’s 
right to a safe space.

Shailynn Cornish, a 
sophomore student at York 
County School of Tech-
nology told PennLive that 
school is no longer a safe 
space for her and other mi-
nority students.

“It’s because of the elec-
tion. All these white people 
who are for Trump are going 
against all the blacks and 
Hispanics. They are going 
around shouting white pow-
er and being racists towards 
blacks. It’s not safe. You are 
not comfortable,” Cornish 
told PennLive.

Freedom has been con-
fused, and in America I’m 
not sure if it truly has a 
meaning anymore. 

With every hate crime the 
odds continue to stack up 
against minorities and mar-
ginalized peoples in Amer-
ica. When will we reach a 
tipping point?

TRUMP 
ELECTED

TRUDEAU’S FAILING PROMISES
Golbon Moltaji

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s reaction to a pro-
test on Oct. 25 would seem 
to contradict remarks he 
made in July about unions as 
essential “in the fight for fair 
wages.” A couple of dozen 
young workers at the Cana-
dian Labour Congress youth 
conference in Ottawa hoped 
that by physically turning 
their backs to Trudeau, they 
would draw some attention 
to the root causes of their 
apathy; the ongoing issues 
of unemployment, and un-
responsive governments that 
run on unfulfilled promises 
of “economic prosperity”. In 
turn, they illuminated the 
contrary messages that the 
Liberal government contin-
ues to send both by rhetoric 
and by gesture.

Instead of prompting a 
positive response from the 
Prime Minister, Trudeau actu-
ally turned against them and 
their choice of action. 

“It’s a little bit frustrating,” 
he said aloud, “...for me to 
come in, sit down, look for-
ward to hearing from you, 
talking with you, and seeing a 
room full of people who are 
standing in a way that shows 
they’re not listening… and 
I think it reflects poorly on 
everyone who does want to 
listen and engage.” 

There is always a certain 
amount of credit awarded to 

the highest levels of authori-
ty given that they just might 
be able to make good on the 
promises that awarded them 
that power, and it is easy to 
predict how Trudeau’s ma-
neuver may come to define 
the relationship between state 
and union. 

Interestingly, Global 
News’ chief political corre-
spondent Tom Clark defend-
ed Trudeau’s handling of the 
situation, claiming that Ste-
phen Harper would not have 
even attended such an event 
or Jean Chrétien would have 
had a much more physical re-
action to such confrontation!

However, this distracts us 
from the real issue here, name-
ly that Trudeau was elected on 
the good faith that he is the 
person that this country needs 
during this period of reconcil-
iation, climate crisis and eco-
nomic uncertainty. 

However, on Oct. 25, the 
Prime Minister demonstrat-
ed a debilitated approach to 
United Steel Workers’ sym-
bolic demonstration. A sim-
ple review of Trudeau’s reac-
tion to the protesters reveals 
that he not only appeared 
defensive towards what is be-
ing perceived as his failure to 
fulfill promises to these work-
ers, he is guilty of exactly the 
same things that these disap-
pointed young workers were 
accused of: showing no signs 
of listening to, sympathy for 
or identification with the op-

posite party. 
Even when one of the 

members of the union raised 
a question about the Phoenix 
pay system, Trudeau respond-
ed in a generic administrative 
tone and a set of jargon, and 
never really explained “when 
the pay was going to come in.” 

This, reflected pretty well 
on another point from the 
same individual who accused 
the Liberals of sticking with 
the conservative mandate; 
this government assumes 
that workers have nothing 
but weak ties to administra-
tive infrastructure, and that 
administration can simply 
extend its idleness through 
some invisible set of activities 
over uncertain timelines. The 
point is that indirect answers 
only work to further alienate 
individuals who are striving 
to address their demands in 
the most human way.

If the Prime Minister can-
not peacefully accept that he 
has been remiss in fulfilling 
the very promises that earned 
him his seat, and in fact ques-
tions and berates a collective 
action taken by these workers, 
how hopeful can we be for the 
Liberals to prioritize youth 
and worker’s demands? How 
likely is it that their inability 
to rewrite the discourse be-
tween state and union is just 
another sign that Trudeau’s 
other golden age promises 
might just be too ambitious 
for Liberals to achieve?

 C
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CULTURE

WHODUNIT ? MATCH THESE WORDS 
OF WISDOM TO THE 
PUBLIC FIGURE!

A. The [US] Bureau of Justice reported that one in three young black males is expected to go to jail or prison during his lifetime, 
which is an unbelievably shocking statistic.

B. C’était insensé. On ne peut pas dire à une société démocratique qu’elle peut réguler, mais en payant des indemnités aux 
multinationales.

C. We no longer live in a world of nations and ideologies, Mr. Beale. The world is a college of corporations, inexorably 
determined by the immutable bylaws of business. The world is a business.

D. The misery that is now upon us is but the passing of greed - the bitterness of men who fear the way of human progress. The 
hate of men will pass, and dictators die, and the power they took from the people will return to the people. 

E. It is the fruit of some off-the-chart stupidity. Some Grade-A, butt steak idiocy.

F. I will not tell you that Gucci and Tiffany are my central concerns in life.

G. I’m still hopeful that the federal government will do the right thing and say no to Kinder Morgan, respect our city and local 
community and first nation concerns. If they don’t, I would expect it will be ugly.

H.  Do you know what would have been better for me? Can you even imagine? To have been born a man.

I.  We are trying to protect land that was taken from us and now we’re being seen as trespassers on our own land. Our people 
are done with sacrificing our self-determination for the profits of billionaires.

J. Action by the international community will not stop because of the new government of the United States. We still have 
confidence the international community will join hands and continue our efforts on climate change.

1. Charlie Chaplin, from The 
Great Dictator (1940)

2. Dallas Goldtooth, Indigenous 
Environmental Network

3. Arthur Jensen, from The Network (1976)

4. Bill De Blasio, New York City Mayor

5. Bryan Stevenson, Lawyer 
and S.J. Activist

6. Chen Zhihua, Chinese 
Climate Change Official

7. Kwenthrith, from Vikings (2013-Present)

8. Abraham Ford, from The Walking 
Dead (2010-Present)

9. Gregor Robertson, Vancouver Mayor

10. Paul Magnette, Minister-President 
of Walllonia, Belgium

a.) Stevenson; b.) Magnette; c.) Jensen; d.) Chaplin; e.) Ford f.) De Blasio g.) Robertson; h.) Kwenthrith; i.) Goldtooth, j.) Zhihua
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WHAT I LEFT BEHIND MAKER FAIRE 
RETURNS TO OTTAWA 
FOR SECOND YEAR

Ash Abraham Coutu

On Nov. 8, a group of peo-
ple cast their votes for some-
thing that had absolutely 
nothing to do with the Ameri-
can election. Ottawa residents 
were invited to participate in 
the Urban Legends Poetry Col-
lective’s “Tell Me a Story Slam: 
Immigrant Edition” and vote 
for their favourite storytellers.

Inspired by the New York-
based nonprofit storytelling 
group, the Moth, raconteurs 
took to the stage to spin per-
sonal five-minute tales. Pro-
ceeds went to the Ottawa 
Community Immigrant Ser-
vices-Youth Program (YOCI-
SO), which selected the theme 
of the night: “What I left be-
hind.” 

Under this umbrella, sto-
rytellers from diverse back-
grounds shared moving anec-
dotes detailing the travails and 
triumphs of the immigrant 
experience. The narratives 
were performed with part grit 
and part levity, as the audience 
fluctuated between laughter 
and tears. Artist Allan Andre 
interpreted the storytellers’ co-
lourful tales into a live-paint-
ing, which was auctioned off 

later in the evening. 
Sergio Guerra performed 

a dramatic piece, walking the 
audience through images of 
war and relocation from the 
perspective of a child. Guerra 
also works closely with immi-
grant youth at YOCISO. He 
believes that storytelling is es-
sential for youth integration. 

 “Including their stories 
and dreams of the future 
means their dreams aren’t 
stuck back home. Stories are 
vessels of culture. They get 
passed down and become 
tradition. [The youth] will 
change their ideas of what 
they left behind,” said Guerra.

Panos Argyropoulos and 
Khaleefa Hamdan spearhead-
ed this event. The pair have 
taken up the mantle of Urban 
Legends, an organization with 
an origin story dating back to 
2009. 

Hamdan witnessed some 
of the changes Urban Legends 
has undergone over the years. 
He grew up in the Urban Leg-
ends scene as a youth poet. 
“Urban Legends is my life,” he 
said. Hamdan stepped into a 
leadership role as a way to give 
back to the community which 
has provided him with the op-

portunity to compete in poet-
ry slams all over Canada. 

Under the thoughtful guid-
ance of Hamdan and Argyro-
poulos, Urban Legends has 
expanded into a spoken word 
collective that now includes a 
writing community, a poetry 
showcase called “Poets and 
Pancakes,” a Monday night 
youth poetry initiative, and 
the “Tell Me a Story Slam.”

Argyropoulos said he 
wanted to bring a story slam 
to Ottawa because “everyone 
has a story.” Where poetry 
slams often focus on the spe-
cifics of proper intonations 
and rhythm, Argyropoulos 
believes that “storytelling is 
more accessible. Everyone has 
a different way of telling a sto-
ry, and there’s no right way to 
tell one.” 

The last round of each “Tell 
Me a Story Slam” is an open-
mic, where anyone in the 
audience is invited to share 
their story. “When people see 
someone on stage telling sto-
ries, they want to get up and 
tell one,” Argyropoulos said. 

Want to share a story? The 
next “Tell Me a Story Slam” is on 
Dec. 6, at the Ottawa Public Li-
brary, Main Branch Auditorium.  

Meaghen Richens

Maker Faires are a global 
event, providing those with 
a passion for DIY projects 
and open source technology 
a venue to showcase what 
an individual can do if they 
have the right tools. Otta-
wa’s most recent Maker Faire 
ran from Oct. 15 to 16 at the 
Aberdeen Pavilion.

In 2010, the first Cana-
dian Mini Maker Faire — a 
much smaller scale version 
of the current event — was 
held at the Ottawa Arts 
Court, before growing into 
the first Canadian Feature 
Faire in 2015. 

Gene Shershen, presi-
dent of the Inventors Asso-
ciation of Ottawa, attend-
ed the Ottawa Maker Faire 
this year and the last. “It’s 
a good event,” said Sher-
shen. “It’s a place where 
kids can get excited about 
technology.”

Paul Elter, a veteran mak-
er from TinCan Photogra-
phy, was also in attendance. 

“I’m here with my truck, 
I call it Tin Can, which is… 
an ultra large scale wet plate 
camera and mobile dark-
room.” 

Wet plate is a type of pho-
tography invented in 1850. 

It’s called wet plate because 
you have to coat the plate, 
sensitize it, expose it to light 
and develop it before it dries 
out, Elter explained. 

“And so it was the basis 
of silver gelatin and film 
photography that we still 
have to this day,” Elter said.

Also present, represent-
ing Studio la Mouche — a 
local collective that works to 
create art that is financially 
accessible for both the art-
ist and the audience — was 
Geneviève Bétournay.

“I represent a bunch 
of different Ottawa art-
ists, and I sell their work 
in different formats,” said 
Bétournay. Working with 
different venues across 
the city, Studio la Mouche 
sells art as prints, stickers, 
t-shirts and sketchbooks.  

Bétournay also went on 
to say that they plan to open 
a space in January which 
will be a hub for artists, cre-
ators and makers.

Link Tong — owner of 
Roses without Thorns, a la-
ser cut, pop-up greeting card 
business — got involved 
with this year’s Maker Faire 
after participating in a To-
ronto faire in 2015. 

“When we have an idea 
of making something, we 

draw it on paper and have 
3D graphic designers make 
the template for a laser cut 
machine. Then all the piec-
es are assembled by hand,” 
said Tong. 

His business started out 
as a hobby back in 2004 
while he lived in Vietnam, 
before he came to Canada. 

“We’re excited because 
we’re still pretty new in Can-
ada,” Tong said. 

Elter said visitors’ re-
sponse to his project has 
also been overwhelmingly 
positive.

“People flip out,” Elter 
said. “I’ve children that were 
four and five that would 
stand and listen to my spiel 
and wait to see me do stuff, 
they’d hang around for 45 
minutes which is pretty re-
markable. So it’s been really, 
really good.”

Bétournay agrees. 
“This is probably the fa-

vourite event of the year for 
me to participate in because 
all the other makers have ex-
cellent energy,” she said. 

“Everybody is passionate 
about what they do, they’re 
very driven, and they’re just 
very positive. Kids are excit-
ed so the parents are happy, 
it’s a really good atmosphere 
to be in.”

Urban Legends Poetry Slam Centres on 
Immigrant Experience

Local event brings together inventors 
and innovators to showcase their work

Photos: Ash Abraham Coutu
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Q:A lot of public rhetoric appears 
to demonize female sexuality. 
Growing up, I would get rather 

embarrassed when I masturbated and, as 
an adult, seem to have internalized a lot 
of that embarrassment. Would you discuss 
the health and emotional benefits of fe-
male masturbation?

A: Dear Reader, thank you for 
reaching out! First, I want to say 
how much I agree with you about 

women’s sexuality being demonized. Yes, 
sex is everywhere in our culture and me-
dia, but it’s often represented in a real-
ly sex-negative way.  Think of all the TV 
shows in your Netflix queue, and ask your-
self how sex is shown in them. Who gets to 
have it? Who gets ridiculed for wanting it? 
Whose sex becomes a punchline? When we 
dig a little deeper, we start to uncover some 
troubling views about women and sex.

Unless you’re on a strict Shon-
da-Rhymes-only TV diet, it’s likely that 
the women you see on TV - and in real life - 
are being demonized for wanting. Wanting 
all kinds of things really, but especially for 
wanting sex. As soon as there’s a hint that 
a woman might have a full, strong desire, 
all sorts of people rush in to beat it down. 
We’re told to make it smaller, keep it in-
side, swallow it whole. We’re told to box in 

our desires and shape them to please oth-
er people. We’re told that too much desire 
makes us demanding, needy, high-main-
tenance; make us whores, makes us sluts, 
serves us right for giving away the cow for 
free. We’re told that good girls don’t want. 

These are deeply misogynistic ideas, and 
it’s so common for people to internalize 
them. This happens even when we know, 
intellectually, how hateful they are. The 
idea of masturbation tends to bring these 
messages out in full force, because it’s all 
about your own wants and desires, solely 
for the sake of your own pleasure. So no 
wonder you (and many others!) feel em-
barrassed about masturbating - there are 
an awful lot of people telling you that your 
desire to masturbate is wrong and shame-
ful. So one incredible benefit of masturba-
tion is that it’s a giant “screw you” to all 
those sexist ideas. It can be incredibly em-
powering to own your desire and take mat-
ters into your own hands. 

Practically-speaking, masturbation 
gives you a chance to experiment while 
learning about your own body and fanta-
sies in a very low-pressure setting.When 
you can tell a lover what you want, it of-
ten leads to better sex all-around. Know-
ing what turns you on is key in helping 
your partners get you off! If you need more 
reasons to masturbate, there are a ton of 
health benefits. Masturbation has been 

VENUS ENVY ADVISORY:  
SEXUAL HEALTH & PLEASURE ALERT

Welcome to the Leveller’s newest column focussing on sexual health and pleasure. We’ve teamed up with 
our good pals at Venus Envy and are providing you, our valued readership, with a forum to ask questions 
related to those quirks, queries, and curiosities you’ve always harboured and didn’t know whom to ask. 
Well, now is your chance! Please submit your questions to editors.the.leveller@gmail.com.

Welcome to “Parenting from Below,” the Leveller’s 
column for parents – new, expecting, and “experienced” 
– and their friends and allies. The column discusses 
the various trials and tribulations of social justice par-
enting while aiming to create a dialogue amongst par-
ents and their supporters on raising children with a 
critical perspective and a radical purpose.

Our society, dominated by overconsumption and 
hypersexism — not to mention racism, homophobia 
and myriad other forms of discrimination and oppres-
sion — has not only left parents with a life-consuming 
struggle, it has created conditions in which radical par-
enting is a necessity.

This column examines the why and how of parent-

ing from below, of challenging and defying parenting 
norms, of sharing and soliciting ideas from radical par-
ents and their allies. It seeks to be relevant to not only 
parents but their friends who are often left wondering 
how to offer real support. It also recognizes the Level-
ler’s diverse readership.

This issue we feature a post from the radical, the in-
famous, the infamously radical, Harsha Walia. Harsha 
has a gift of gripping her audience with her writing. We 
are thrilled and honoured to print Harsha’s wise words 
this issue. 

If you have any comments or would like to submit a 
post for the next issue, we can be reached at dadical.
the.leveller@gmail.com.

My daughter is brilliant at communicating con-
sent - she is clear about when she wants to be 
hugged or not, when she wants to receive or give 
a kiss. At night, she asks me to cuddle her be-
fore she sleeps, then asks me if I want to cuddle 
her, then if I say ‘sure’ she tells me where she’d 
like me to place my hand (no higher or lower than 
her bellybutton) when we cuddle. I don’t think 
she is unique in this way - kids are brilliant at 
using a range of communication cues, most of 
which are so direct!

These kinds of daily interactions with her has 
challenged me to rethink how we frame ‘consent 
culture’ - as if it’s something to be taught, rath-
er than something innate in us. I’ve worked for 
decades around various forms of patriarchal vi-
olence and I’m continuously realizing how ‘con-

sent education’ falls short. The issue with vio-
lence isn’t ‘bad’ communication - it’s choosing to 
disrespect what is being communicated to us. I 
think most of us actually deeply understand con-
sent but boundaries are often intentionally dis-
respected because of power structures whose 
foundations are predicated on violating consent.

We need to be socialized *out* of rape culture 
rather than socialized *into* consent culture. 
This isn’t just a semantic difference - our polit-
ical movements and cultural narratives around 
violence would shift dramatically if we recognized 
that consent is a natural birth right and not an 
optional educational tool.*

* (especially affirming Indigenous FPIC (free, prior 
and informed consent) and land/body sovereignty)

REFRAMING CONSENT CULTURE
HARSHA WALIA

PARENTING FROM BELOW

Work in Community

Come b y for a visit!

Connect with an exciting netw ork of like-minded social change-makers in a diverse and 
inclusive spac e. Pe ect for nonprofits , freelancers,  entrepreneurs and consultants.

Book your next community event or board meeting in one of our many bright beautiful rooms.

Call 613-566-3448 or email info@25onecommunit y.ca for a tour of the space! 
Or just drop by! 251 Bank St. 2nd floor (corner of Cooper St.), awa

shown to decrease stress, improve your 
mood, ease menstrual pain and headaches, 
increase blood flow, strengthen your pelvic 

floor muscles and help you sleep.
And the final, most important reason of 

all? Because you want to and it feels good. 
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HOROSCOPES
XL Petite

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Happy Birthday Saggi! Now 
that the most powerful 
country in the world — and 
second largest producer of 
greenhouse gas — is about 
to be run by climate change 
deniers, I advise you to take 
swimming lessons from Cap-
ricorn. I always knew there 
was a reason he was part fish.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)  
I recommend the @in-
finite_scream twitter to help 
get you through the holiday 
seasons, Capricorn. Proba-
bly the most on-point and 
factually oriented source of 
news these days.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
So Matthew 5:5 tells us 
“Blessed are the meek for 
they shall inherit the earth.” 
Is it possible there was an ed-
itorial change there? It feels 
more like, the “meek-mind-
ed” are set to take over the 
imperial centre in January, 
and there won’t be much of 
a world left to inherit once 
they’re done. So we’d better 
take that inheritance before 
the racists and misogynists 
prematurely bring about a 
day of judgement.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
You’re lucky you’re a fish, 
Pisces. Those ice caps aren’t 
going to be here forever, and 
I’m not talking about the 
sugar-syrup that Tim Hor-
ton’s peddles. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Aries, you were so right. The 
soundtrack for our age is re-
ally the Chant Down Babylon 
tribute album: goo.gl/lIADjz.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Where is my luggage?
Sayeth Dr. Ben Carson
Even he regrets…

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Recall the prophecy of the 
Grolar Bears, Gemini! When 
times get tough, ride a gro-
lar bear into battle! They are 
the environmental cavalry 
of the future!

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Well Cancer, PM Trudeau 
says he’s going to finance 
the green economy with 
pipelines, and reassures us 
that we don’t need elector-
al reform because he’s our 
king. I can only assume that 
his promise to build na-
tion-to-nation relationships 
was initially made as an 
April Fool’s day gag. I sus-
pect he’s been advised by my 
arch nemesis, Medium Large! 
This level of treachery has his 
name all over it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Leo, we need to unleash the 
lion friend. There are em-
boldened racists attacking 
our communities right here 
in Ottawa, so let’s pledge here 
and now to fight racism and 
misogyny in all its myriad 
manifestations. I think a huge 
march is in order... 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  
Did you catch the super-
moon this month, Virgo? 
One of the biggest, if not the 
biggest, that will transpire 
during our lifetime. My as-
trological skills are greatly 
enhanced when the moon is 
that close. Looking through 
a telescope, I could distinct-
ly see it giving us the finger!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
As Chapelle and Rock (2016) 
observed, “goo.gl/wMuYgj.” 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Remember that time you 
forgot to write horoscopes 
for the Leveller and then they 
called you in a panic to ask 
where your words were? You 
gotta keep it together Scor-
pio, or you’ll never make it 
to the Astrologer’s jamboree!

e are not perfect. I think we can all agree that knee joints could have been better 
designed, but evolution has given us quite a lot to work with. Unfortunately, we 
squander so much of our human potential sitting around staring at screens like 
moths to a flame. Thankfully, all is not lost as we are not alone on this blue planet. 
In an effort for us all to better ourselves, let us turn to our animal friends for some 
inspiration on how we may turn the tide in this battle against civilization in order 
to find what it is we lost.

LOSS OF HUMAN COMMUNICATION IN THE DIGITAL AGE

If aliens arrived and saw you out on a date, they’d all likely wonder who were the third and 
fourth wheels each human was so lovingly touching, stroking and whispering to. A scene slowly 
becoming all too banal among the younger crowd: humans sitting silently together, enshrined in the 
loving glow of a small box full of things sent from people who are not there. Youth aside, there is 
a slow encroachment over us all to become the metaphor of the digital age, an age of watching the 
most advanced communication system in the world (human language) be silenced by the fast paced 
and far reaching technology that was meant to expand our voices, but which has instead locked and 
simplified them in a digital cage. We should all be wondering what our new found silence means 
for the relationships we have with people, especially those that are meant to be deep. Being able to 
properly share your emotions, communicate your thoughts clearly and to understand the needs and 
desires of others is pivotal to the richness of relationships new and old. 

While this cage is safe (and full of cat pictures), it’s still a cage, which lies in contrast to the 
constantly noisy animal kingdom that stands to remind us of where we came from, the importance 
of us making and listening to each other’s noises and the beauty of language itself. 

Primates have shed light on the mystery of the potential origins of human language. The com-
plex visual-auditory display evolved out of random sounds and gesticulations to include meaning, 
body language and facial expression. Digging deeper, recent studies have even come to show that 
previously perceived randomness in the sounds that birds, whales, primates and bats make are not 
actually random but rather complex animal languages with specific meanings which are learned 
rather than instinctual.

One researcher recently spent probably too much time behind a bush recording prairie dogs to 
learn more about their “chee chee chee” noises were really saying. What he discovered was that 
not only were they describing oncoming predators, they were differentiating between foxes and 
domesticated dogs. Humans also had their own chee chee sounds, right down to their height and 
the colour of their shirt. 

Move from animals to humans and you make the step into the ability to communicate the ab-
stract. Humans have the awe inspiring ability to create infinite combinations of meanings, whether 
verbal, written or simply emoted. An infinite number of monkeys on typewriters may eventually 
write the complete works of Shakespeare, but likely not before the end of the universe. While, in 
contrast, it took just the lifetime of one human.

But now, in this digital age, we stare at the sheer vastness of our abilities to communicate, but 
instead of using it to full potential have instead managed to boil it down to a handful of emoji we 
now toss around willy nilly. The Oxford dictionary named       (Face With Tears of Joy) the 2015 
word of the year, noting it was the most widely used emoji around the world. Think about this and 
then think about the last time you actually laughed so hard you cried - it’s not likely because of the 
photo with a cat’s face shoved through a piece of bread someone just sent you. 

So what does this mean for the relationships we start and build with people in the present?? 
Many have looked at social media’s influence on the generations that grew up with pervasive tech-
nology. Are Facebook friends and Instagram followers merely pseudo-relationships that equate 
to networking at best? People hide behind their phones barely able to tap full words or properly 
formed sentences while the perceived need to communicate at faster and faster speeds is taking 
over our ability to use the infinite gift of human language to its fullest. Were he alive today, would 
Shakespeare be even able to write all he did or are we all slowly becoming the monkeys - our 
phones being our typewriters? 

All is not lost however, the digital age is very new, the pervasiveness of digital communication 
has only been around for about 10 years, time yet for it to settle in. What’s important is that we learn 
to use it as a tool rather than treating it like an appendage. To regain language, let’s start by putting 
it down when talking to someone, spend the time needed to communicate fully and, above all else, 
stop using fucking emojis!       . 

Mr. Speaker, I promised to 
respect nation-to-nation 
relations on April 1 before 
noon, and as you know, 
that is April Fool’ s Day.
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TUES NOV 22
TRANSCENDING TRANSPHOBIA 
WEEK: GSRC Carleton. Nov 21-22.

FILM SCREENING & DISCUSSION: 
Movement for Justice in El Barrio. 
Organized by OPIRG-Carleton. 3400 
Canal Bldg, Carleton. 6pm.

FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION: Opposing 
Carleton IRRG and Criminalization. UC 
279, Carleton. 6:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: A Propaganda Sys-
tem: How Canada’s Government, Cor-
porations, Media and Academia Sell 
War and Exploitation, with Yves Engler. 
Octopus Books Centretown. 7pm.

TALK: Vandina Shiva - Soil Not Oil. 
Alumni Auditorium, uOttawa. 7pm.

WED NOV 23
CSE: What do we Know? What do we Need 
to Know? FSS 5028, UOttawa. 11:30am.

CPAWS TALK:  Algonquin Wolves. 
Bronson Centre. 6:30pm.

SING: Just Voices weekly environmen-
tal choir rehearsals. Bronson Centre 
222. 7pm. Every Wed.

THURS NOV 24
TALK: Rethinking “success” and “failure” 
of Food Change Initiatives with Harriet 
Friedmann. FSS 4006, UOttawa. 4pm.

OPENING: Alex Janvier. National Gal-
lery. 5pm.

GAME NIGHT: Palestinian Students 
Association. Carleton atrium. 6pm.

MEETING: Fair Trade Ottawa. 25One 
Community. 6pm.

DISCUSSION: Reconciliation: Lis-
tening to Aboriginal History with 
Waubgeshig Rice. Organized by the Ca-
nadian Council of Muslim Women. $15 
or PWYC. 25OneCommunity. 6:30pm.

FUNDRAISER: Cards Against Misogyny. 
OCTEVAW’s Shine the Light Campaign 
is teaming up with Queering 613. Hap-
py Goat Coffee Co.. 7pm.

FRI NOV 25
THE RED DRESS PROJECT: As part 
of the The Official 16 Days of Activism 
Against Gender Violence Campaign, 
the Native Women’s Association of 
Canada has invited Métis artist Jai-
me Black to create a The REDress 
Project art installation on the steps of 
the Parliament of Canada. 10am-1pm.

BOOK SALE: Books 2 Prisoners fund-
raiser. Carleton Atrium. 10am-3pm.

INFO SESSION: Non-binary identi-
ties. Transcending Transphobia Week. 
GSRC Carleton. 3pm.

TALK: American Horror Story with 
Jamie Brewer. Residence Commons, 
Carleton. 6:30pm.

TALK: Alex Janvier. The Wabano Centre 
for Aboriginal Health. 7pm.

TALK: My Paranormal Life: A Theo-
logical Exploration of Horror and the 
Supernatural in Contemporary Film 
and Literature. Rm 2104, Canal 
 Building, Carleton. 7pm.

SAT NOV 26
HANDMADE MARKET: Mistletoe & 
Ivy. Bronson Centre. 10am-4pm.

TALK: Alex Janvier. National Gallery. 
2pm.

FUNDRAISER: Levi Hart: a Barley 
Mow Concert in Support of #ShineTh-
eLight. 8pm.

SUN NOV 27
MEETING: Ottawa Quakers - Largely 
silent mtg for worship, 91A Fourth Ave. 
Newcomers welcome!. 10:30am. Every 
Sun.

MON NOV 28
TALK: Adopt and Implement: UNDRIP 
with Romeo Saganash. Carleton TBD. 
5:30pm.

WORKSHOP: I’m Coming! A Guide to 
Women’s Orgasm. VenusEnvy. 6:30pm.

TUES NOV 29
COMMUNITY CLASSROOM: Talking 
Free in Turkey’s Academia, a Lecture by 
Dr. Simten Cosar. 25One Community. 
7pm.

FUNDRAISER: Octevaw Pres-
ents: an Evening of Music to 
Support Shine the Light. Moon 
Fruits, Ghost Hounds, Amanda Lowe 
Music. Avant-Garde Bar. 7pm.

WED NOV 30
RALLY for Indigenous Rights at the Su-
preme Court. On November 30th, on 
unceded Algonquin territory in Ot-
tawa, Clyde River Inuit and the 
Chippewas of the Thames First Na-
tion are heading to the Supreme Court 
of Canada to uphold the legal 
right of Indigenous Peoples to be 
consulted on energy projects that will 
impact their communities. 8am-5pm.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
WORKSHOP: WISE Presents Legal Ed-
ucation Consultants - VAW Workshop. 
Bronson Centre. 8:30am-5pm.

ONE WORLD CHOIR: Wednesday Prac-
tice Sessions. Immigrants & Refugees 
from all cultural backgrounds are in-
vited to join the World Folk Music 
Community Choir. alicia@worldfolk-
musicottawa.com. 6:30pm.

CRAFTS: Eco-friendly Holiday Craft 
Night. SFUO Bike Co-op, 200 Lees Ave. 
7pm.

TRIVIA: Mike’s Place, Carleton. 8pm. 
Every Wed.

THURS DEC 1
ABORIGINAL AIDS AWARENESS 
WEEK: Dec 1-7

BOOK LAUNCH: Northern Lights: Ex-
ploring Canada’s Think Tank Landscape 
with Donald Abelson. 25One Commu-
nit. 7pm.

FRI DEC 2
Fair Trade Giving Équitable 2016. 
Ten Thousand Villages, Ottawa. a 

portion of the evening’s sales will 
support local Fair Trade education 
and advocacy. 5pm.

MUSIC: Forced into Femininity (Chi-
cago Trash Opera) and Omerta (Ot-
tawa Punk). SCOOPS 83 Rosemount 
Ave.

SAT DEC 3
LOCAL HACK DAY: Carleton Universi-
ty. 9am-5pm.

INFO SESSION: Carleton Food Collec-
tive. OPIRG-Carleton, 326 Unicentre. 
1pm.

FILM: Tug of War Movie Screening Fea-
turing Boonaa Mohammed. Carleton. 
TBD. 5pm.

MON DEC 5
RADIO: Femme Fatale. CKCU 93.1 
FM. 12pm. Every Monday.

RADIO: Under Where? CHUO 89.1 
FM. 4pm. Every Monday.

TUES DEC 6
SCC Live Hearing: Google, Inc v 
Equustek Solutions Inc. Law and 
Technology Student Society, uOttawa. 
8:30am-12:30pm.

THE TAKE-OVER: CKCU 93.1 FM. 
11am. Every 2nd Tuesday. 

OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS RADIO: 
CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. Every 2nd Tues-
day. www.ckcufm.com.

BOOK CLUB: I am Woman: A Native 
Perspective of Sociology and Feminism 
with Lee Maracle. Octopus Books 
Glebe. 6pm.

WED DEC 7
#ALLOUTNOV2: National Day of Ac-
tion against Tuition Fees.

INFORMATION & FOCUS GROUP:  
Curious about Prep? GSRC,427 UC, 
Carleton. 4:30pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Unfree Labour? Strug-
gles of Migrant and Immigrant Workers 

in Canada, with Aziz Choudry and 
Adrian Smith. Octopus Books Centre-
town. 7pm.

THURS DEC 8
GREEN DRINKS: Fox & Feather Pub 
and Grill. 5:30pm.

SAT DEC 10
Celtic Yule Fundraiser Psychic & Craft 
Fair. Bronson Centre. 2pm.

SUN DEC 11
WALK: the LRT route with Matthew 
Pearson to mark World Town Planning 
Day! Ottawa Station, 200 Tremblay Rd, 
11am.

MUSIC: Moonfruits Crowdfunding 
Kick-off Party. Bread By Us, 1065 Wel-
lington St. W. 4-6pm.

MON DEC 12
STUDY PIRG: OPIRG-Carleton. Dec 
12-16.

WED DEC 14
TALK: Queer International Relations: 
Sovereignty, Sexuality and the Will to 
Knowledge. FSS 4004, UOttawa. 12pm.

THURS DEC 15
Rally & March for Homeless Shelters. 
OCAP Toronto. Toronto City Hall. 
4pm.

MUSIC: Fundraiser for Trans 
Youth-Gender Affirming Surgeries. 
GURM and SIcK Nurse.Pressed. 8pm.

TUES DEC 20
THE TAKE-OVER: CKCU 93.1 FM. 
11am. Every 2nd Tuesday. 

OPIRG CARLETON ROOTS RADIO: 
CKCU 93.1 FM. 12pm. Every 2nd Tues-
day. www.ckcufm.com.

WED DEC 21
OPEN MIC: Worker’s Cabaret. Avant 
Garde Bar. 8pm.

LISTINGS

Trivia Nights @ 

Wednesdays 8-10pm Sept. 9, Sept. 23, Oct. 7, Oct. 21, 
Nov. 4, Nov. 18, Dec. 2, & Dec. 9

with host Alex Harea

Come enjoy our great selection of drafts, food, and our welcoming 
atmosphere. Mike’s Place Pub is an excellent alternative to greasy 
Carleton cafeteria fare with a unique, grad student oriented experience. 
For over 40 years, Mike’s Place Pub has been your grad owned and 
operated home on campus. 

Promotions

Meatless Mondays
Get 10% all Vegetarian 

Foods

Fridays
Nachos & Pitcher of Beer

for $22 after 7PM

Mondays & Tuesdays
$3 Half-Pints

$5 Pints
$15 Pitchers

Meatless Mondays


