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MÌWÀTE UNDER FIRE

Light and sound show at Algonquin sacred site faces criticism

Mìwàte...someone? Anyone?

Meaghan Haldenby

A

light and sound show
at the Chaudière Falls
called Mìwàte – meaning “dazzled by a light or fire”
in Anishinaabe – commenced
on Oct. 6 and is facing criticism.
“As an Algonquin, I am
greatly troubled by the spectacle taking place now at Akikodjiwan,” wrote Algonquin
Elder Albert Dumont on his
website on Oct. 6. Akikodjiwan is the Algonquin name
for the Chaudière Falls.
Dumont calls Mìwàte a
mockery of Indigenous spirituality. “[Chaudière Falls is]
a sacred place,” he told the
Leveller. “And it shouldn’t be
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under lights and glitz and that
kind of thing. It’s offensive.”
Mìwàte is organized by Ottawa 2017, a City of Ottawa
initiative coinciding with the
Canada 150 anniversary celebrations to “champion the
creation of economic development opportunities,” in the
state capital.
The event is an illumination
of the Chaudière Falls, meant
to honour the heritage of the
Falls, according to Christina
Ruddy, operations manager for
Ottawa 2017, told the Leveller.
The area is an historical
gathering point for the Algonquins who consider the site
sacred, a number of whom oppose commercial and industri-

al development on the islands
surrounding the Falls.
“I ask that all people who
go to the dam at Chaudière
Falls ask themselves why
should such a profoundly
beautiful and spiritual place
like Akikodjiwan be turned
over to a developer?” wrote
Dumont on his website.
Dumont is a member of
local group Free the Falls,
who has been long advocating
for the Chaudière Falls and
surrounding islands to be returned to their natural state in
the face of historic and ongoing industrial development, as
well as threatened commercial
development in the form of
the Zibi condo proposal.

Aware of controversy over
the site, Ottawa 2017 branded
Mìwàte as a “powerful tribute
to Indigenous people.”
Over 17,000 people have
attended Mìwàte, according
to Ottawa 2017’s Twitter page,
with more expected in the
next two weeks.
According to a press release, “the tribute to Indigenous people is co-produced
by the Ottawa 2017 Bureau
and world-renowned Canadian production company
Moment Factory, in collaboration with the Algonquins of
Pikwàkanagàn First Nation,
and in consultation with representatives from local Métis
and Inuit communities.”

Ottawa 2017 Executive
Director Guy Laflamme highlighted Indigenous support,
telling the Leveller that Chief
Kirby Whiteduck from Pikwàkanagàn is very pleased
with the event.
Displays at the event, which
were created with input from
Pikwàkanagàn, contain considerable material on the Algonquin people and colonialism.
Some attendees really appreciate this content. David
Charette, a two-spirit Ojibwe
who came to the premier,
told the Leveller “Events like
this – ones that educate about
Aboriginal people – make
me really, really happy.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

ONTARIO COLLEGE FACULTY
STRIKE WAGES ON
OPSEU and Employer Council at Loggerheads
Andy Crosby

A

picket line was established in the early
hours of Oct. 16 at
the entrance to the Algonquin
College campus as more than
12,000 professors, instructors,
counsellors, and librarians
working at 24 Ontario colleges went on strike.
On the picket line, Annette Carla Bouzi, shop
steward with Ontario Public
Service Employees Union
(OPSEU) local 415 and Legal
Studies professor at Algonquin College, explained to
the Leveller that their Collective Agreement had expired
on Sept. 30 and that bargaining had been underway
for over 100 days.
“We gave strike notice and
even delivered a final offer over
the weekend and that was also
rejected last night,” she said.
“So as a result of that we find
ourselves on the picket line.”
The College Employer
Council, which represents
the 24 Ontario colleges, issued a press release on Oct.
15 claiming that OPSEU had
rejected the Council’s final offer and called the union’s demands “unaffordable.”

“This strike is completely unnecessary and unfair to
hundreds of thousands of students,” said Cambrian College’s Sonia Del Missier on
behalf of the Council in the
release. “We should have had
a deal based on our final offer
[which] is comparable to, or
better than, recent public-sector settlements… negotiated
by OPSEU.”
In OPSEU’s press release
of the same date, the chair of
the union bargaining team
JP Hornick, claimed that the
College Employer Council
was committed to a “Walmart
model of education” that exploited underpaid contract
workers and reduced the role
of full-time faculty.
“On October 14, we presented Council with a streamlined offer that represented
what faculty consider to be
the bare minimum we need
to ensure quality education
for students and treat contract
faculty fairly,” said Hornick
in the statement. “We carefully crafted a proposal that
responded to Council’s concerns about costs in a fair and
reasonable way.”
A flyer distributed at the

“The College Employer
Council is committed
to a Walmart model of
education”

picket highlighted four main
bargaining issues the union
is committed to for ensuring
quality education. These are:
better job security for contract
faculty including equal pay
for equal work, a minimum
50:50 ratio of full-time to parttime faculty, enhanced decision-making power for faculty
and students through the creation of academic senates, and
increased academic freedom.
“The issues are just not
being discussed at the table,”
said Bouzi. “There is not even
a conversation about these issues and they are saying no,
no, no to everything.”
For Jack Wilson, a faculty member in the Police and
Public Safety Institute and first
Vice-President of OPSEU local
415, the Council has been very
difficult to negotiate with.
“It is really mystifying
why they are being so intransigent, unbelievably intransigent,” he told the Leveller. “To
not address a single one (of
the issues), to not even try to
find common ground, is really insulting to people who
have been willing to take a
financial hit, to say ‘no, this
system is broken and it needs
to be fixed’.”
For Bouzi, the primary issue is precarious work. She
herself worked two years parttime at Algonquin College.
“Had I not earned the
full-time position that I hold
now I would not be teaching
at the college,” she said. “The
precarious nature of the work
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was not something that my
family and I could support.”
“I have three children and
not knowing from semester
to semester if I was going to
get another contract — that
level of insecurity was just not
something that we could afford,” she added.
Bouzi explained that the
current ratio of part-time to
full-time faculty was 81 to 19
per cent.
“[Only] 19 per cent of us
are full-time faculty members,” she said. “The college is
surviving on the backs of these
precarious workers who aren’t
paid for their non-teaching
time [and] who aren’t paid for
their marking.”
Sixty construction workers
walked off the work site at
Algonquin College on Monday morning to show their
support for striking faculty,
according to OPSEU strike
publication On the Line.
In addition, Wilson believes that the majority of
students support the strike.

“They prefer that we not be
on strike, but they understand
that the action is necessary to
accomplish anything.”
Graphic Design student
J.C. Albers joined the picket
on Oct. 18 in support of the
strike, believing that the current contract conditions are
negatively affecting her as a
student and the changes put
forward by the union would
improve her education and
success in the long run.
“To deliver a successful
program of education, professors need to have the academic freedom to direct their
course of study, reliable and
dedicated faculty to teach
the materials, and sufficient
counseling services and mental health resources to support
the students,” she told the
Leveller. “I believe that if those
three things can be achieved
then student success both
in school and beyond in the
workplace will increase substantially.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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FASCISM IS BACK
The Leveller is a publication covering news, current events, and culture
at Carleton University, the University of Ottawa, the Ottawa/Gatineau region and, to a lesser extent, the wider world. It is intended to
provide readers with a lively portrait of their campuses and communities and of the events that give them meaning. It is also intended to
be a forum for provocative editorializing and lively debate on issues
of concern to students, staff, and faculty as well as Ottawa residents.
The Leveller leans left, meaning it challenges power and privilege and
sides with people over private property. It is also democratic, meaning that it favours open discussion over silencing and secrecy. Within
these very general boundaries, the Leveller is primarily interested in
being interesting, in saying something worth saying and worth reading about.
The Leveller needs you. It needs you to read it, talk about it, discuss
it with your friends, agree with it, disagree with it, write a letter, write
a story (or send in a story idea), join in the producing of it, or just
denounce it. It needs you—or someone like you—to edit it, to guide
it towards maturity, to give it financial security and someplace warm
and safe to live. Ultimately it needs you to become a more truly democratic and representative paper.
The Leveller is an ambitious little rag. It wants to be simultaneously irreverent and important, to demand responsibility from others
while it shakes it off itself, to be a fun-house mirror we can laugh at
ourselves in and a map we can use to find ourselves and our city in.
It wants to be your coolest, most in-the-know friend and your social
conscience at the same time. It continues to have its work cut out
for it.
The Leveller is published every month during the school year. It is free.
The Leveller and its editors have no phone or office, but can be contacted with letters of love or hate at:
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Here at the Leveller, we
don’t want to be talking
about fascism.
We want to be celebrating the defeat of the Energy
East pipeline, and taking aim
at the next tar sands black
snake. We want to be cheering on Indigenous doulas,
who are reclaiming the birthing process from a medical
system that too often isolates
and fails Indigenous women.
We want to be talking about
women in film, and how far
we’ve progressed, and how
very far we have to go.
And we are! (Those stories
are on pages 7, 13 and 14 respectively, for those of you
keeping score at home.)
But we’re also talking
about fascism. Because fascism is back.
“Wait, there’s another
anti-fascism article?” was a
common phrase among the
Editorial Board this past production weekend. As you’ll
see paging through this
month’s issue, there’s always
another anti-fascism article.
But believe it or not, we
don’t want to be talking
about fascism here at the
Leveller. We don’t want to
be putting on balaclavas. We
don’t want to be dusting off
some old WW2-era Woody
Guthrie song we thought we
would never have to sing —
“All you fascists gonna lose.”
But when we did it felt
good. (Three chords and the
truth — all together now —
“All you fascists gonna lose!”
Didn’t that feel good?)
It felt good because we’re
tired. Tired of reading the
news and feeling creeped out,
freaked out, and downright
chilled.
From the KKK marching
in Charlottesville and white
supremacists
murdering
their opponents, to neo-Nazis winning elections in Europe, to — nevermind, we
told ourselves we weren’t
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screamed to stay there forever, to never come out, that
we would never be safe, that
things would never be okay).
This month we thought
about fascism. We wondered
what a Canadian fascism
might look like, and if we
would ever recognize it when
it came.
So this month we looked
backwards — ever studious,
that’s us Levellers. We read
historians’ definitions of fascism. We read Mussolini’s
first grand pronouncements
on this brand-new ideology,
this new-minted fascism.
We learned that you don’t
have to be racist to be a fascist (but it helps). The Italian fascists weren’t obsessed
by anti-semitism the way
their German cousins were.
But they did insist their nation was under threat, their
nation needed saving, their
nation needed purifying — it
was special, sacred, chosen —
that it demanded perfect assimilation, revolutionary violence, and absolute sacrifice.
By narrowly defining and
sacralizing the nation, the
state, and the people (three
notions that are endlessly
conflated in fascist rhetoric),
fascists made anyone who
did not fit into this mystic
union an existential threat.
Difference and dissent threatened to tear the whole totalitarian tower down to the
ground — and so it had to be
stamped out.
Those who were different,
those who were marginalized, those who refused to
assimilate – they were sabotaging the fascistic order
from the inside. They provided a convenient scapegoat,
a weaker party who could

simultaneously “victimize”
and be defeated by fascists.
An old USSR edition of
the Encyclopedia of Marxism
told us that fascists “believe
that an act of will, if sufficiently powerful, can make
something true. Thus all sorts
of ideas about racial inferiority, historical destiny, even
physical science, are supported by means of violence, in
the belief that they can be
made true.”
So violence and power
create truth, for fascists. Since
violence determines truth
and only power matters, human relations are defined by
relations of submission, and
human society becomes an
endless hierarchy.
So fascists deify the nation. Fascists scapegoat. Fascists twist the truth into what
they want. Fascists submit
and demand submission.
All this sounded a little
too familiar. This month we
looked backwards — and
then we looked around us.
And then we wrote about
what we saw. And it was
scary. (Sometimes it was ridiculous. But mostly it was
just scary.)
This month we creeped
ourselves out with our writing, our own reporting, our
own editing. But we’re glad
we did. We spoke up. We
fought back. We acted up.
We took that chorus “all
you fascists bound to lose”
and made it not just a hope,
but a promise.
And with just a tiny bit
of hubris, we’re thinking of
painting the same message
onto our keyboards that
Woody Guthrie painted onto
his guitar: “this machine kills
fascists.”

The Leveller is experimenting with paying our contributors,
recognizing that your time is valuable and without you, the
Leveller would cease to print.
$100 - Investigative pieces
$50 - Feature spread
$25 - Most others - campus, news,
magazine, culture, comics

$15 - Columns
$10 - Comment/Opinion

To facilitate paying our contributors, the Leveller has created an Investigative
Journalism Fund, so that we can sustain this payment model as well as fund larger
investigative research projects, or perhaps even add a journalist to the payroll
someday…

Contact operations.the.leveller@gmail.com to contribute any amount.
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going to use the ‘T’ word this
issue. And look! We kept “he
who shall not be named”
down south un-named ’til
the very end. (Aren’t you
proud of us? Now where
were we? Ah yes!) To goons
in black shirts with lightning
bolt logos marching on Parliament Hill and shutting
down a border crossing in
Québec, the news has been
far, far chillier than the most
biting wind in this globally-warmed October.
We were tired of feeling
scared and helpless when we
read the news.
So this month we did
something.
This month we ran
around police lines to snap
photos of alt-right trolls
(out of their internet caves,
blinking in the sunlight, and
not quite sure how to argue
with a real person in front
of them). This month we
clenched our fist and chanted “refugees are welcome
here / fascists are not welcome here,” and ran home
to write about it. This month
we smiled sweetly at a security guard while deleting
those photos off our phone,
and restored them on the
drive back from prison. (And
it was thrilling.)
This month we listened to
earnest, polite discussions of
the necessity of violence and
the limits of free speech. We
argued with each other over
the nationalistic politics of
referendums, and the distinction between “creepy”
and “chilling.” We stared at
computer screens until the
words lost all meaning and
the sentences coiled together
and the paragraphs spawned
new forms of English that
will never see the light of day
because thank god that was
when our computer crashed
or we woke up or something.
(This month we left our
room when everything in us

`
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INSIDE OTTAWA’S PRISON

The Ottawa Carleton Detention Centre through the eyes of a recent inmate
Yasmine Ghania
Incarceration can be a harrowing experience for inmates
at the Ottawa Carleton Detention Centre (OCDC), the provincial jail in Ottawa.
“It’s the people in charge,
Ian Erion, who was released
from the OCDC in 2017, explained to the Leveller. “They
don’t care, so the workers
and guards don’t care. I don’t
know why.”
The OCDC is currently
plagued by many problems,
ranging from overcrowdedness
to extensive violence. Recommendations were given to the
OCDC by the Ottawa Jail Task
Force in 2016. The recommendations involved the way the
OCDC segregates inmates, as
well as its health care services
and the bail process. A few issues have been solved, including the elimination of people
sleeping in showers due to lack
of beds. But three quarters of
the recommendations still have
yet to be fulfilled.
Spending 80 days in a super maximum security cell in
the prison, Erion witnessed
many things that needed to
change. Erion emphasized
that he was not the only
person who felt that way.
Having previously served
time in Central East Correctional Centre located in
Lindsay, Ontario, Erion right
away noticed that the OCDC
was very poorly maintained
compared to the other jail.
None of the inmates at the
OCDC were given pillows.
There were insect infestations, mould in the air ducts
and much more. “It’s honestly just like prison movies
you see on TV,” Erion said.
“There’s a lot of things
that could be better,” Erion
continued. “They don’t listen.
They have to listen. If they

The Ottawa Carleton Detention Centre, as it looks from the outside.

did, maybe there wouldn’t be
as many suicides.”
In the last 10 months of
2017, there had been three
suicides in the OCDC. On top
of that, there had been 47 attempted suicides during the
period of 2005-2011.
Howard Sapers, the former
federal corrections investigator, noted that placing inmates
with mental illnesses in solitary
confinement is the “default response” for Ontario jails.
Erion went on to tell the
Leveller about distinct accounts of mentally ill inmates
that were put into solitary
confinement. All of those
confined that he knew of
needed to be put on suicide
watch after they were released
from solitary confinement.
Sapers released his own
recommendations to the Ontario jail system in May 2017,
specifically regarding their
cruel solitary confinement
system. The Minister of Com-

munity Safety and Correctional Services, Marie-France
Lalonde, said that “Ontario
accepted and would address
all recommendations in the
report” in a meeting with the
OCDC Board in 2016. But so
far nothing has changed.
The United Nations also
has recommendations on
solitary confinement, in
the “Mandela Rules” which
outline how prisons should
operate and treat prisoners.
Rule 43 says that “in no circumstances may restrictions
or disciplinary sanctions
amount to torture or other
cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.
The following practices, in
particular, shall be prohibited:(a) Indefinite solitary
confinement;(b) Prolonged
solitary confinement.” The
rules clarify that “prolonged
solitary confinement” refers
to “solitary confinement for
a time period in excess of 15

MÌWÀTE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dumont, who is a member
of Kitigan Zibi Algonquin
First Nation, raised concerns
of Mìwàte being connected
to the Zibi condo and town
house development on the
Ottawa River, which is also
supported by the Algonquins
of Pikwàkanagàn.
Laflamme said this is not
the case.
“This is entirely separate
from Zibi real estate,” said
Laflamme. “You will find that
once you enter the event there
are no ads, and that is something I wanted to be sure of.”
Regardless, Dumont said
he does not think this is a step
toward reconciliation.
“What the organizers have
done is consulted with people that they knew would
be on board with what they
wanted to do,” Dumont told
the Leveller. “They never approached anyone that they
knew would oppose it. That’s

not reconciliation.”
He said he would like to
see the falls returned to their
former glory instead.
“If those islands [surrounding the falls] could be
returned as green space, as
parkland, and as a place of
sacredness again, everyone
would benefit.” said Dumont.
“Not just somebody that’s
going to go there and build
condos for the super-rich to
move in.”
A Tribe Called Red has
also pulled their music from
the event’s soundscape, with
local media citing that the
group did not want to be involved in anything celebrating Canada 150 and that the
event disrespects Indigenous
culture. A spokesperson did
not respond to our request
for comment.
The event is still running
until Nov. 5 despite the controversy. Ottawa 2017 said they
are working to replace A Tribe
Called Red’s contribution.
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consecutive days.”
As clear as these rules are,
the OCDC has had records
of people being put in solitary confinement for up to
18 months. That is 35 times
the 15 days recommended
by the United Nations. These
rules are clearly being violated by the OCDC.
The OCDC not only incarcerates inmates who are serving sentences, but also people
who are on remand. Being on
remand means the inmates
have not yet been convicted
of a crime but are being held
until their trial date. Inmates
can be on remand anywhere
from seven days to two years.
This means that “problem”
inmates who have not even
been convicted of a crime can
end up in solitary confinement, a form of torture according to the UN.
The Ottawa Carleton Detention Centre is in crucial need of
immediate improvements.

HOME FOR HIV/
AIDS PATIENTS
CLOSES UNDER
FINANCIAL
DURESS
Ash Abraham
Ottawa’s first and only transition house for people living
with HIV and AIDS was forced
to shut its doors in September
due to a lack of funding.
“The transition house was
the one place in Ottawa where
someone with HIV could go
and not be afraid,” said Haoua
Inoua, an AIDS support worker
who was involved with Bruce
House. She told the Leveller that
she was deeply saddened by the
closure.
Bruce House’s transitional
residence came into being at
the height of the AIDS epidemic in 1988. It offered residents
24-hour care in a home free
from judgment. It was a place
where clients could live and
even die with dignity.
Bradford McIntyre was
searching for such a place when
he tested positive for HIV in the

‘90s. “I moved to Ottawa so no
one would see me get sick and
die. I was in hiding,” McIntyre
told the Leveller. He lived without any support before becoming too sick to work. “My body
was like an open wound. And
the stress, likely caused from
not having a home, was preventing the healing.”
Eventually, McIntyre connected with a Bruce House
staff member who helped put a
roof over his head. “It gave me
hope,” he said. “I felt like I had
choices and a future. And here I
am still alive 25 years later.”
Bruce House made a public appeal in August citing a
35 per cent decrease in funds
raised. Soaring rent and utilities, paired with unexpected
costs, created a “perfect storm”
and left staff looking to make
cuts. Along with closing the
transitional house on Sept. 1,
several staff members were let

The Bruce House location on Bank, where they
have been a fixture for almost 30 years.

go. In a statement, Bruce House
stressed that it, “will find appropriate housing for the clients currently living there.
Those clients will continue to
receive support.”
Inoua believes that the lag in
fundraising is directly connected to a lack of HIV visibility in
Ottawa. “People think that the
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transition house is not relevant
anymore to the situation today
but it’s not true,” she said.
“There are 35 million people infected with HIV today,
so you’d think it would be
easy to fundraise,” said McIntyre. “It’s because of a lack
education and awareness. But
HIV hasn’t gone away.”
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FASCISM & ANTI-FASCISM

WHAT DOES CANADIAN FASCISM LOOK LIKE?

A guide to far-right organizations at the Parliament Hill protest

Tim Kitz
On Sept. 30 a motley crew
of alt-right trolls, crypto-fascists, white supremacists, and
outright neo-Nazis gathered on
Parliament Hill. Yes, in Canada. In 2017. Here’s a guide for
the perplexed to these rotters:
THE CANADIAN COALITION OF CONCERNED
CITIZENS (CCCC): An altright, anti-immigrant, and
Islamophobic organization.
CCCC claims that it “will
never tolerate any bias, discrimination, or violence
against anyone based on
their religion, gender, race,
and/or political preferences.” But it also explains its
mission as “mobilizing citizens within each Canadian
community to assist in the
protection and preservation
of Canadian culture and the
safety of the nation.”
For CCCC, this means
that immigration is legitimate only as long as immigrants assimilate into Canadian society. This Canadian
identity is conceived in the
most mainstream and traditional of terms. Founder
George Hallak, a Lebanese
immigrant, likes to speak
at length about learning to
love hockey and free speech,
but also believes Canada is a
“Christian country” and that
Islam should not be tolerated
in public places.
CCCC was the main organizer and Facebook event
host of the Parliament Hill
rally.
Like many in the altright, Hallak and the CCCC
can present a relatively reasonable and benign face,
appealing to the anxieties
and causes of vaguely rightwing citizens. CCCC listed
the Liberals tax on small
businesses among its laundry list of complaints motivating the Parliament Hill
rally, for example. And its
denunciation of Prime Minister Trudeau as an avatar
of globalism speaks to the
working and (sinking) middle class’s bewilderment at
the effects of trade “liberalization” — and the total failure of any mainstream party
to meaningfully oppose free
trade agreements.
Much more dangerous is
CCCC’s obsession with stopping “illegal immigrants,”
which spills out constantly

in its call to action and Facebook page. The Québec Bar
Association has pointed out
in an Aug. 25 letter to the
media that ironically it is the
category “illegal immigrant”
which has no legal status in
Canada — “le statut d’immigrant illégal n’existe pas
au Canada.” What CCCC really means by “illegal immigrant,” then, is “refugee.”
But refugees in fear for
their safety have a right to
present themselves at an international border and claim
asylum, as mandated by the
1951 UN Refugee Convention — a convention created
in the wake of the Holocaust
to prevent repetition of the
kind of shameful refusal
Jewish refugees fleeing Nazis
faced from Canada and many
other countries.
Regardless of legal or moral precedents, for the CCCC,
these refugees are “queue
jumping” over “legitimate”
(i.e. economic) refugees.
In the end, turning refugees fleeing for their lives
into “illegal immigrants” is a
hateful term-swap that only
opens the gate to more extreme groups. This kind of
doublespeak makes radical
right groups and individuals
feel welcome when CCCC
publicly extends a relatively
respectable call for protest —
complete with a promise the
event would be child-friendly.
STORM ALLIANCE (SA):
A crypto-fascist group with
vigilante fantasies.
Storm Alliance issued
the original call for the Parliament Hill rally alongside
CCCC. Its founder Dave
Tregget has explained to the
CBC that his goal is to unite
the far right by softening its
image. To this end, Storm
Alliance’s public mission
statement asserts that it “will
work to uphold the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms in
Canada.” Tregget also separated — or was dismissed
— from a similar group, the
Soldiers of Odin, over their
explicitly-racist views.
That said, Storm Alliance
vows to “protect and save Canadian values.” This salvation
is from — again, above all
else — “illegal immigrants.”
The rhetoric they invoke has
a militaristic, apocalyptic,
and messianic feel to it.
Sometimes this plays out
in hilariously inept ways.
Check out the Facebook vid-

eo they released calling for
this rally, with its “dramatic”
montages of Canadian cityscapes and natural features
poached from tourist promos, “stirring” orchestral/
dubstep martial music, and
awkwardly uninspiring slogans like “there’s a storm
coming that Environment
Canada couldn’t predict.”
However, there’s nothing
funny about the way Storm
Alliance has organized field
trips for its members to patrol the border crossing in
Hemmingford Québec. And
on the same day as the rally
on Parliament Hill, Storm
Alliance members and other fascists temporarily shut
down the crossing at St-Bernard-de-Lacolle.
The group quietly aims to
act as an informal right-wing
“security” group, standing
ready to protect “our” communities. If this sounds chillingly familiar, it should.
The very name, acronym,
and logo of Storm Alliance
invokes the memory of the
Nazi Sturmabteilung (SA)
— also known as Hitler’s
brownshirts, Stormtroopers,
or most literally “Storm Brigade.” The SA was the original paramilitary wing of the
Nazi party — the original
violent thugs who helped
Hitler sweep to power, before
they were supplanted by the
more disciplined and efficient SS.
NORTHERN GUARD: An
ultranationalist and anti-immigrant boy’s-only club.
Northern Guard is another
splinter group of the Soldiers
of Odin (SOO). It was formed
by SOO men who couldn’t
stand taking orders from a
woman, after Dave Tregget
was replaced by Katy Latulippe as the head of SOO.
Northern Guard would
like to see all borders closed
to immigration, and has told
Vice that it “aims to defend
the country against its internal enemies.”
Northern Guard members are strictly prohibited
in their hierarchical bylaws
from ever “displaying racist
or culture bashing posts or
comments in a public setting.” Of course, if you are
able to get into their private Facebook group, like
poster “Nosferatu200” of
the Anti-racist Canada website managed to do, you too
could take screenshots of

OTTAWA ANTI-FASCISTS SAY
INTOLERANCE WILL NOT BE
TOLERATED
Ash Abraham
A group of concerned citizens gathered in Chinatown
on Oct. 19 for an event called
“What is Antifacism?” Organized by local anarchist group
the Punch Up Collective, the
event featured a talk by Mark
Bray (author of Antifa: The Anti-Fascist Handbook), and by a
former member of the Toronto Anti-Racist Action (ARA).
This was followed by a discus-
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sion period.
Bray spoke on the differences between a liberal
and an illiberal prescription
for tackling fascism. He explained that liberal ideology
asserts faith in reason, the police and government.
“This misses the equation
of power,” Bray said, pointing
out that Hitler and Mussolini
were elected officials. Instead,
antifascism (an illiberal ideology in Bray’s formulation)

has an innate distrust of institutions and tends to organize
from below.
The ARA activist, who
preferred not to be named,
talked about the history of
anti-racism in Ontario. The
activist explained how the
Toronto ARA chapter formed
in the ’90s to challenge the
Heritage Front, a neo-Nazi
organization that disbanded
around 2005. All ARA chapters agree on four “Points of

Northern Guard members
casually dropping racial epithets like “coon,” “raghead,”
“monkey,” and “sandniggers” while they discuss
Canada’s impending civil
war and “alternate views of
Hitler.”
About a dozen Northern
Guard members acted as a
security force for the Parliament Hill rally, bravely facing the antifa behind police
lines.
PROUD BOYS: Self-described “Neo-masculine reactionaries” and “Western
chauvinists.”
As the Canadian Proud
Boys’ Facebook page classily
explains, to join you must
“be the owner of a penis.”
Don’t worry though, you are
not expected to be a “male
chauvinist,” only to “venerate the housewife.”
The Proud Boys proclaim
in their most common catchphrase that they are “Western chauvinists who refuse
to apologize for creating the
modern world.”
This Canada Day, five military members of the Proud
Boys disrupted a protest in
Halifax to mourn missing
and murdered Indigenous
women. Following a formal
investigation by the Canadian Armed Forces four of the
five members were placed
on probation, and while the
length of probation was not
disclosed, no charges were
laid. Apparently the considerable financial investment
spent to train these individuals was relied upon to justify the tepid punishment-and ultimately, to de-facto
state-sanction their hate.
The Proud Boy who
walked into a crowd of antifascists at the Parliament Hill
ccounter-protest (see companion piece “No Platform
For Hate” on the facing page)
was probably seeking to
pass the Proud Boys’ “fourth
degree.” According to the
Southern Poverty Law Center,
this involves “brawling with
antifascists at a public rally.”
(Presumably he had a lot of
pent-up frustration from having adhered to a strict “masturbation regime” to pass the
third degree).
There you have it gentle
reader, a fascistic bestiary. We
hope this catalogue of lowlifes
has left you repulsed, amused,
and inflamed.

Unity,” one of which is, “we
go where they go.”
This means “fighting fascist groups and loudly confronting them in public and
disrupting their organizing,”
explained Steve from Ottawa
Against Fascism, who preferred to go only by first name.
“It means not tacitly accepting
different opinions when they
come from a place of hate and
prejudice, but standing up
and educating yourself, your
friends and your family. It’s
about them knowing that intolerance won’t be tolerated.”
Alexis Shotwell, a member
of the Punch Up Collective,
told the Leveller that “we aren’t
assuming that fascism is a sort

Antiracist demonstrators take over Parliament Hill.

Brave Northern Guard members face antifascist protesters from behind police
lines.

After scuffling with antifascists, a Proud Boy bearing a knife is “grilled” by
police, and immediately released.

Counter-demonstrators restrict an anti-immigrant rally to a small corner of
Parliament Hill.

Fascists, police, and antifa face off.

of viable position to hold.”
This suggests there are limits
to debate. “There are real ways
to ask what kind of society we
want to live in, so there is a
lot of room for debate around
that question,” Shotwell clarified. “But if the question is,
‘do we believe that only white
people should flourish, and
be able to live in Canada,’
then no, we don’t think that is
a debateable question.”
During the discussion
period, concerns about the
role violence plays came to
the surface. Violence “is contextual,” Bray told the group.
“Most of the anti-fascist repertoire is non-violent, but the
historical lineages of white
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power and Nazi politics show
that self-defence needs to be
on the map.”
Steve told the Leveller that
true antifascist action gets at
the roots of fascism. “Historically, wherever fascists
appear…violence
follows.
So in the long run for the
movement to stay non-violent, we have to change the
structures that create fascism.
That means building working
class unity and stronger communities so that fascist views
have no way of taking hold.
It also means not just showing solidarity, but actively
supporting other movements
and causes that help our
community.”

FASCISM & ANTI-FASCISM

NO PLATFORM FOR HATE
Anti-Fascist Counter-Protesters Successfully Disrupt Racist and Islamophobic Rally on Parliament Hill
Hanna Milne
The bells of the Peace Tower clock tolled ten times on
a sunny Sept. 30 morning,
cutting through the tension
beginning to form along Parliament Hill. Towards Parliament, a small gathering
of Storm Alliance members,
Proud Boys and the Canadian Coalition of Concerned
Citizens began mingling and
patrolling the grassy lawn (see
our companion piece “What
does Canadian Fascism Look
Like?” to help identify these
groups specifically).
Across the street, an exponentially-growing congregation of anti-racists, including
Anti-fascist Action, Ottawa
Against Fascism, Fight for 15
and Fairness, Universalist Muslims, Industrial Workers of the
World, unions such as CUPE
and OPSEU and many other
citizens wanting to speak out
against Islamophobic, racist
and fascist rhetoric surrounded the Terry Fox statue and
eyed the gathering on the Hill.
These anti-racists came

wearing both black bloc masks
and street clothes, carrying
signs and air horns, megaphones and flags. They came
from all walks of life — students, professors, community
organizers, parents, grandparents, even children scrawled
tiny messages of love across
the sidewalk in fluorescent
chalk. Most importantly, they
came together, united, to
drown out the hatred starting
to take hold in Ottawa.
“Ottawa came together
to make sure they could not
spread their Islamophobic
rhetoric and through our collective action we sent a firm
message to those who preach
hate and exclusion. We will
not tolerate their violent intolerance,” said Ottawa Against
Fascism organizer Robin, who
chose to go by only this first
name. When the 250-strong
collective marched towards
the anti-Muslim gathering,
their message was heard loud
and clear.
Blasting air horns and
cheering “Say it loud, say it
clear, refugees are welcome

here, racists are not welcome
here!”, the crowd forced the
Storm Alliance, Proud Boys
and CCCC back up the Hill.
Brief scuffles broke out, including one that caught media
attention when known Proud
Boy member Brandon Wallingford forced himself into
the large crowd hiding a knife
in his pocket. After being led
away by police and being allowed to rejoin the racist rally,
many media outlets gave him
a platform — amplifying his
odious views by featuring him
in interviews.
After the police let the racist protesters through a fence
to another side of the Hill and
blocked off access, members
of the united anti-fascist crowd
gathered around the Centennial Flame to hear a collection
of speakers. “We had fantastic
speakers from many community organizations including
the Universalist Muslims, Solidarity with Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar, CUPE and
OPSEU [and] activists who organized against Heritage Front
here in Ottawa in the past,”

INTERVIEW WITH
MARK BRAY
AUTHOR OF ANTIFA:
THE ANTI-FASCIST
HANDBOOK
Ash Abraham
Marc Bray is an historian and
activist, who currently lectures
at Dartmouth College, NH. His
most recent book is Antifa: the
Anti-Fascist Handbook, a practical history of the transnational
anti-fascist movement. In the
book’s introduction, Bray explains that the book “argues
that militant anti-fascism is
a reasonable, historically informed response to the fascist

threat that persisted after 1945
and that has become especially
menacing in recent years.”
Ash Abraham: What do you
say to people who don’t
agree with fascist sentiments,
but support the right to free
speech?
Mark Bray: It will depend on
your audience, but part of it
is to point out that there are
already restrictions on speech.

Robin recalled with pride. “We
also received a letter from Independent Jewish Voices who
could not make it in person,
as the far-right groups planned
their national rallies on Yom
Kippur.” Also included in the
roster of speakers was the passionate anti-fascist and performer going by the moniker
“Mohammad Ali, the Socialist
Rapper.”
Suddenly, a voice came
through a speaker from the racist side of the hill. Two hours
after their event was supposed
to start, the far-right protesters
had succeeded in setting up
their sound system. The 250
counter-protesters
immediately knew that it was time to
shut them down. As lines of
RCMP officers stretched out to
try and protect the racist rally
from disruption, the antifascists began their chants once
again, marching in love and
solidarity towards the preachers of hatred.
The police officers were
forced backwards, essentially corralling the racists into
a small corner of the lawn.

Whenever a racist, fascist
or Islamophobic speaker
would speak into the mic,
they would immediately be
drowned out by chants of “No
platform for hate!” and “Nazi
scum, fuck off!” The crowd
apparently intimidated the
racists to the point of having
riot police forces storm down
the steps of Parliament Hill,
wielding shields and batons.
Undeterred, the crowd called
out the police force with
chants of “Cops and Klan go
hand-in-hand!” and “Nazi
safe space!”
Unable to continue speaking with so much noise, the
racists ended their rally and
had the police officers escort
them off the hill. Counter-protesters celebrated, singing “Hey, hey, hey, goodbye”
through the cracks between
riot shields.
The Sept. 30 Rally Against
Racism marks a victory in the
fight against racism, according
to Robin, currently rising to
levels not seen since the 1990s
in Ottawa.
“We have seen what can

happen if these dangerous
narratives are given space. Unfortunately this is not Ottawa’s
first time dealing with these
sorts of people,” Robin said.
“In the ’90s we had the Heritage Front — real neo-Nazis
marching here, in the streets of
Ottawa. Back then, folks were
willing to come out in opposition and forcefully shut down
racist violence [and] on [September] 30th, we saw this once
again… We succeeded beyond
our expectations.”
In the end, messages of
racist hate were drowned out
by voices of love, unity and
solidarity. Though the day was
won and the crowd of anti-racists easily dwarfed the racists
in number, the takeaway from
the rally was that those who
oppose hatred cannot rest,
and must continue to show
up and fight back. Even bigger
rallies of solidarity are possible, and in order to face the
rising tide of hate, anti-racists
need to keep show up and invite others to events like these
in order to multiply anti-racist
resistance.

are historically demonstrable.

otherwise very different in
values being espoused. What
happens often is liberalism
pretends to be neutral in focusing on actions without motivations or causes. If you look
at why fascists will disrupt an
anti-racist event, versues why
anti-racists will disrupt a fascist event—it has everything
to do with the politics and
the values underlined, which
couldn’t be farther from each
other. The attempts to conflate
the two, and take them out of
context, ignores the values and
underlining causes.

I am less convinced that this
is eaffective. If you don’t have
an “in” with someone, then I
doubt you are going to make
any headway.

AA: Can you address the argument that anti-fascism mirrors certain tactics of fascists
movements?

Any kind of right can never exist in its absolute form,
but is always mitigated by
other rights in a complex society. Free speech absolutism,
doesn’t exist. It has never existed. So the question is, what
kinds of limits are useful to
put on people to try to promote the outcomes that you
want? And related to that, is
showing how fascism and
white supremacist organizing
produces certain results which

MB: What we are really talking
about is the framework of extremism, which equates anything that is not in the center
to be more or less the same.
It’s a way to normalize liberal
and centrist politics. So part of
it is about pushing against the
framework of extremism and
saying, as a liberal, you can
disagree with anarchists, you
can disagree with ISISsis, but
they aren’t the same things.
Both fascism and anti-fascism
are illiberal politics. They are
different from center, but are

AA: What’s the significance of
labels? Particularly the use of
the term alt-right?
MB: Some people argue, “let’s
get rid of the terms and call
them Nazis”. On the one hand,
considering the motivation of
the term alt-right is to rebrand
white supremacist politics,
and it’s important to say no,
you’re still a Nazi or you’re
still a Klansman, etc. I agree
with that, but in my reading of
history, I was influenced by the
fact that one of the mistakes
anti-fascists made in the 20s
and 30s was assuming that far
right politics embodied in fascism was the same as traditional conservative politics of the
19th and early 20th-century. I
think therefore, it’s important
to be sensitive to how these
politics changed, and adjust
accordingly. Understanding
the evolution of the alt-right is
important.
AA: Do you encourage debate
and conversation with extreme right-wing groups?
MB: It’s important to understand the difference between
someone who is organizing for
a group or a movement, from
someone who is just a hateful
individual, or someone who
is mentally ill. (I don’t like to
pathologize politics, but mental illness is real). As far as engaging with organized groups,

AA: Referring to the perception that anti-fascism is something for white people you
said, “our perceptions, become our realities.” Can you
explain what you meant?
MB: We can discuss whether or
not this is true, but perceptions
have political implications. I
spoke to one anti-fascist who
was active in Montréeal, who
said part of the role of anti-fascists is to be a “voluntary
target.” Rather than targeting
the mosque down the street,
fascists will engage with the anti-fascists. In that sense, I think
there is a role for militant white
people to do this work. On the
other hand, it is an issue if you
are trying to build mass resistance, and empower communities who are under attack to organize themselves. It shouldn’t
be about hierarchical politics,
it shouldn’t be about white
saviours, and it shouldn’t be
about telling anyone what to
do. It should be about community empowerment and self-defence. It’s a problem if anti-fascism is perceived as something
for white people, because white
people are not generally the
ones who are under attack—-at least by virtue of being white.
AA: Do you ever feel threatened?
MB: I was threatened. I received death threats. Mostly
after I was denounced by the
president of my colleage, Dartmouth. They denounced me
after I was on Meet the Press.
For the most part though, it
has stopped. That’s how social media works. There’s such
a turn-over for attention. Even
for the far-right.
This interview has been edited
for clarity.
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CAMPUS

DEAR
CARLETON:
YOU LIKED ME
UNTIL I WAS
EXPECTING
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Clare Glassco
Dear Carleton University,
I’m not sure how to even
start this letter; I’m feeling so
lost right now, so rejected. I
really thought you liked me.
What happened, Carleton?
What did I do that was so
wrong?
Remember when we first
met? I sent you that application and you accepted me.
You even gave me a handful of
scholarships. I was so excited!
I really thought I had found
my match, that we were going
to be great together. And then,
things got even better. I got
that provincial scholarship,
remember? We were both so
pleased.
That first year went so well.
It was hard — don’t get me
wrong — but I thought I was
doing just what you wanted. I
went to your classes, I did your
assignments and you gave me
straight A’s. I thought that was
the deal. I thought that would
make you happy… I thought
it would make you stay.
But then I told you my
news. In retrospect, I guess I
was naive to think you would
be happy for me. I now understand that I’m not that special
to you but rather just another commodity in your fast
and furious production line.
I guess my pregnancy really
does slow that down for you,
doesn’t it? But the way you
reacted, Carleton… that was
what hurt the most.
First, you made me prove
it. I had to bring you a doctor’s
note to show I wasn’t making
it up. Well OK, I thought, I can
see why you might want that.
But then you told me I would
have to pay you if I wanted to
take time off to care for my
baby. Two hundred and eighty
dollars to be exact.
That seemed pretty mean
but that wasn’t even the
worst of it. You then told me
I couldn’t come to your gym
any longer, that I wasn’t allowed to swim in your pool.
Then you told me you thought
it would be better if I stayed
home and you took away my
bus pass to make sure that
I did. Finally, you said you
wouldn’t keep me on your
insurance, that I would be on
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I guess I was
naive to think
you would be
happy for me.
my own when it came to medical expenses like medication
and counselling.
I wonder if you took the
counselling away because you
knew what a therapist would
say? That she would say I had
just picked the wrong school.
That I needed to make better
decisions in this regard.
She’s right, you know. I
had a look. There are better
schools out there that take
care of their graduate students
when they have children.
They don’t make you feel like
you’ve made a mistake, like
you should have planned your
life better. They support you.
They acknowledge that as a
fully-funded graduate student,
you are not eligible for employment insurance when you
go on parental leave. Hence,
they offer you funding so you
do not end up in my position:
a new mum with absolutely
no income. Sorry, scratch that:
a new mum with absolutely
no income, no benefits, no bus
pass, no gym membership and
a deficit of two hundred and
eighty dollars.
If you were trying to send
me a message, Carleton, it
worked. I get what you think
about graduate students who
have babies before their programs are complete. I get what
kind of support you think
we deserve. I get you believe
we should be on our own to
figure it all out and I assume
you know this means there
is a much smaller likelihood
that we will be able to come
back to finish our degrees. I’m
not sure what you did with
that two hundred and eighty
dollars that I took out of my
empty pocket for you, Carleton, but I hope it bought
you something really great.
Sincerely,
Clare Glassco, MA
MSW Candidate
School of Social Work
Carleton University

COLLEGE FACULTY STRIKE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Elsewhere, students are
claiming neutrality but are
demanding compensation for
lost school days. A petition
was created and circulated
even before the strike commenced that called for the colleges to reimburse the 235,000
full-time and over 300,000
part-time Ontario students for
time lost in the event of a work
stoppage — $30 per day for
full-time students and $20 per
day for part-time students.
The petition states, “Students suffer the most, yet we
are not part of the conversation. We lose learning. We lose
time. We demand a refund.”
The petition further states
that “if the two bargaining
teams do not consider our
educational and employment
prospects as motive enough
to reach an agreement, then
perhaps a justifiable hit to the
colleges’ bottom line will.”
At the time of press, the
petition had garnered almost
100,000 signatures as the
strike reached its eighth day.
Negotiations have stalled.
“I am not aware of any
scheduled talks,” said Wilson,
“but I am aware that the pressure is building on the government.”
Wilson admitted that be-
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ing legislated back to work
was a real possibility, which
happened in two of the last
three strikes in 1984, 1989
and 2006.
“If we were legislated back
to work under the old contract or under conditions imposed by the Council, lead to
a very upset, very angry, and
very demoralized workforce.”
Wilson’s preference would
be for the government to sit
down with the College Employer Council and say, “look,
what is being proposed here is
fair, reasonable and is a win,
win, win situation.”
However, if there was an arbitrator appointed that could
push forward any one of the
core issues, that could also
be a positive, said Wilson.
During the 1984 strike where
burgeoning workloads was the
main issue, an arbitrator ruled

that the work week could not
exceed 44 hours.
“It ultimately comes down
to the government investing,
like they are in infrastructure
in the billions,” said Wilson.
“They should be investing in
post-secondary education, because we are a major driver of
the economy.”
With no end in sight, the
polarizing strike has pitted
quality education on the one
side, and the colleges’ bottom
lines on the other. “Quality
education” is not merely a slogan. It represents a strong stand
against the neoliberal trajectory
of flexible and precarious labour favoured by the College
Employer Council, according
to Wilson.
Implementing “no cost
items” such as academic
freedom and collegial governance, would give instructors

a meaningful say in the administration of the university
and their own work.
As Bouzi said, “We are
the experts in our field, let
us decide.”
Many on the picket line
may enjoy job security, but
recognize that so many of their
colleagues do not, and that
their students suffer as a result.
This does not mean that all
part-time teachers are unhappy with their current situation,
but it speaks to larger systemic
issues and social processes in
the realm of teaching, education and learning.
Quality education is not
only about fairness, it is about
democratizing campuses and
pushing back against the powerful (and very well-paid) administrators who control the
decision-making structures of
educational institutions.

ANIMAL DEFENCE LEAGUE
OF CANADA
P.O. Box 3880, Stn. C
Ottawa, Ontario
K1Y 4M5
ncf.ca/animal-defence

BE KIND TO ANIMALS. Don’t exploit them.
Help us support non-animal-using biomedical
research to replace experiments on dogs,
horses, goats, pigs and other animals. We
promote vegetarianism, comprehensive
legislation to protect animals, and spaying/
neutering of cats/dogs to prevent their
homelessness.
Become a supporter/member.
Membership: Annual $15 -- Lifetime $75
Donations to help offset the cost of this ad gratefully received.
We are a non-profit organization working to reduce animal suffering.

Féliciter les hommes dans la
foulée du mouvement #moiaussi ?
À propos du rôle des hommes
Raphaëlle Corbeil
Cet article est paru sur ricochet.media le 19 octobre 2017
Suite au tsunami de témoignages de femmes ayant subi
du harcèlement et des agressions
sexuelles, des voix se sont élevées
pour demander aux hommes de
participer à la conversation.
À juste titre, on souligne
que si l’on entend parler
des femmes agressées, il est
moins souvent question des
agresseurs. On répète que
les hommes doivent être tenus responsables pour leurs
actions. Que la honte doit
changer de camp.
Dans ce tumulte web, des
hommes se sont lancés dans
de longues publications de
remords et d’aveux sur leurs
erreurs commises, avec les
hashtag #Iditit #Ihave ou
#ItWasMe. Certains écrivent
avoir participé à la culture
du viol en ayant pris part à
des blagues sexistes et misogynes, en minimisant des
comportements
inappropriés, ou en fermant les yeux.
En blâmant les victimes, en
«slutshamant». Il était à mon
avis important d’adresser
cette dimension de la culture
du viol, soit celle des comportements complices.
D’autres avouent avoir carrément abusé : ils ont saoulé

des filles dans l’unique objectif de coucher avec elles,
ils ont fait pression sur leur
copine pour un rapport sexuel
alors qu’elle n’en avait aucune
envie. Ces publications récoltent des «j’aime», cœurs, et
commentaires admiratifs. Des
femmes écrivent des «Merci!»
à la pelletée.
Je suis ambivalente.
D’abord, ont-ils contacté
leurs victimes pour s’excuser
individuellement?
Sont-ils
dans une véritable démarche
de réparation, ou profitent-ils
d’un mouvement mondial pour s’absoudre de leurs
péchés, et récolter en même
temps du capital de sympathie? Pire, sont-ils en train de
forcer un coming-out d’une
survivante?
LA DÉ-CULPABILITÉ
C’est une discussion infiniment délicate, que je
me permet d’aborder sur la
pointe des pieds. Ceux qui
avouent leur part de responsabilité en se confessant ainsi
sont peut-être courageux.
En même temps ils écrivent
que cela ne fait pas d’eux des
monstres, mais des hommes
socialisés à être hommes,
justement.
On blâme à raison la masculinité toxique, cette boîte
(la man box) dans lequel

les garçons sont conditionnés dès leur plus jeune âge à
adopter des comportements
de virilité, de contrôle, de
domination. Tandis que les
valeurs associées à la féminité comme la tendresse,
l’empathie et la docilité sont
écartées.
On répète que le sexisme et la violence sont systémiques. La responsabilité
reposerait donc sur le système et non les individus. Il
s’agirait d’une violence sans
coupable? Plutôt pratique.
Sur le compte Instagram
Douconsideryourselfafeminist, les débats à ce sujet s’enflamment : «Dis le. Dis que tu
es un violeur. Un agresseur.
Un monstre. En tant que victime de viol, te rendre plus
humain ne va pas m’aider à
guérir.»
POURQUOI C’EST DIFFICILE À ENTENDRE
Dans les publications
#Iditit, des hommes avouent
aussi avoir déjà été coupables d’abus émotionnels
dans leurs relations intimes.
Certains avouent avoir menti lorsque ça leur convenait,
justifier leurs infidélités et
ignorer la souffrance de l’autre par des arguments sur le
polyamour. Ils confessent
avoir cultivé un faux per-

sonnage pour séduire des
femmes, d’avoir rabaissé
leurs partenaires pour se remonter, ou encore abuser
de leur travail émotionnel
(emotional labor) dans le
but de se valider.
Des femmes ont répondu que cela leur faisait un
grand bien de lire ce genre de
témoignages. Qu’elles n’auront jamais d’excuses de la
part de ceux qui l’ont abusé,
qu’elles avaient besoin de le
lire quelque part. Pour d’autres, c’est l’inverse : cela rappelle beaucoup trop de mauvais souvenirs. On a envie de
quitter les médias sociaux
pour de bon.
Parce que même les plus
féministes d’entre nous ont
déjà été sous l’emprise d’un
manipulateur, d’un narcissique, d’un abuseur. On nous
a agressé. On nous a diminué.
On nous a menti, trompé. On
nous a gaslighté, fait douter
de notre santé mentale. Parfois (souvent) par des hommes qui revendiquaient haut
et fort leur badge féministe.
Ce qui agace aussi, c’est
que des hommes puissent
détourner la discussion pour
être au centre de l’attention.
Comme s’ils avaient, encore,
besoin de s’exhiber. «On
dirait une publication qui
vise à se soulager d’une sorte
de culpabilité. Ces publications ne sont pas pour vous
les hommes. C’est pas le moment de montrer ton réveil et
ton processus de transformation, ou pour te faire sentir
mieux. Ceci n’est pas à propos de vous», commente une
femme sur Instagram.

COMMENT PARTICIPER
À LA CONVERSATION?
Je suis consciente que certains milieux et boys clubs
sont à des années lumières de
pouvoir même imaginer qu’un
homme puisse admettre sa part
de responsabilité dans la culture
du viol. Idéalement on voudrait
bien que les hommes se mobilisent, qu’ils puissent en conscientiser d’autres, les presser à faire
cet examen de conscience, nous
allégeant un peu du fardeau de
ce combat que nous avons trop
longtemps porté seules.
D’où mon ambivalence. Je
souhaite que les hommes participent à la conversation et se
mobilisent, mais avec humilité.
Quand je vois ces confessions d’abus gagner autant de
«j’aime», cœurs, et commentaires admiratifs, je me dis que
certains l’ont vraiment facile.
N’est-ce pas là une démonstration de plus que les hommes
peuvent blesser les femmes sans
trop de conséquence, pendant
que les survivantes les observent
récolter les applaudissements?
Rares sont ceux qui vont

réellement s’engager dans
une démarche de réparation
auprès de leurs victimes. À
noter que même après avoir
présenter leurs plus sincères
excuses aux femmes qu’ils ont
blessées, elles ne sont absolument pas obligées de pardonner, ni de vouloir entendre.
Peut-être qu’une question
encore plus difficile émerge
de mon malaise : peut-on
vraiment pardonner à son /
ses agresseurs?
Car ces confessions ne vont
jamais changer le mal qui a
été fait. Elles ne pourraient
jamais effacer les traumas,
guérir les blessures. Certaines
d’entre nous sont encore en
processus de guérison, lequel
peut durer toute une vie.
Les hommes qui souhaitent participer devraient
prendre des précautions supplémentaires avant de s’y engager. Ces jours ci ont été particulièrement pénibles pour
nombreuses d’entre nous. Et,
pour citer une amie, il va nous
falloir plus que des confessions et des remords. Il nous
faut des actions.

Les Sans-culottes étaient les révolutionnaires
radicaux pendant la Révolution française (vers
1789). Leur nom émanait des pantalons qu’ils
portaient au lieu de la culotte courte et des
bas, portés par les nobles et les bourgeois.

Le Leveller étend ses branches!

Nous acceptons actuellement des articles en français
pour la prochaine édition du Leveller.
Envoyez vos articles à editors.the.leveller@gmail.
com
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ANOTHER T
PIpELIne
BiteS THE DUsT
The demise of Energy
East and the future
of the tar sands
Andy Crosby

ransCanada Corp.’s Energy East
pipeline proposal met its demise
on Oct. 5 as CEO Russ Girling
cited “changed circumstances”
for abandoning the $15.7 billion
mega project. The 4,500 kilometre pipeline
was publicly announced on Aug. 1, 2013
and was slated to transport 1.1 million
barrels per day of tar sands bitumen to a
refinery in Saint John, New Brunswick for
export. The proposal called for the conversion of an existing gas pipeline from Alberta to Ontario, along with the construction
of a new pipeline through densely populated areas of Ontario and Québec, including
Ottawa and Montréal.
The pipeline proposal was pushed aggressively by the business community, industry lobbyists, and various levels of government, including the mainstream political
parties. It was a “no brainer” for the federal
Liberals, as a way to support tar sands production. In March, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau told a room full of over 1,000 energy executives in Texas that “no country
would find 173 billion barrels of oil in the
ground and just leave them there.”
Well, given the rampant health problems and environmental mayhem wrought
by tar sands production, most actually
would. However, those with a financial
stake often have the loudest voices and
deepest pockets in arguments over resource development.
Despite the political and economic power held by the oil barons and their government backers, numerous pipeline proposals
emanating from the Alberta tar sands, like
the Energy East project, have been met
with fierce opposition from Indigenous
and environmental movements — and have
been withdrawn.

TAR SANDS ANNIVERSARY

Illustration: Gord Hill

The Line in the Sand. On May 30, 2015, over 500 Canadian citizens and First Nations marched in Red Head,
Saint John, at the End of the Line for the proposed Energy East pipeline. Photos: Council of Canadians

Sept. 30 marked the 50th anniversary
of the inauguration of the Great Canadian
Oil Sands mining site north of Fort McMurray in Alberta. On that day in 1967,
Alberta premier Ernest Manning stood on
a podium under a giant banner for Great
Canadian Oil Sands Limited – precursor to
Suncor Energy – that read “Man Develops
His World.’ In front of a crowd of 600 government officials, dignitaries and oil executives he declared it “a historic day for the
province of Alberta.”
“We are gathered here for this ceremony to officially open this gigantic complex
which for the first time will tap commercially the vast supply of oil that until now
has remained locked in the silent depths of
these Athabaska tar sands,” he said. “It is fitting that we gather here today to dedicate
this plant not merely to the production of
oil, but to the continual progress and enrichment of mankind.”
Manning’s “mankind” clearly did not
include Indigenous Peoples. With Canada hedging its aspirational “energy superpower” status on the ever-expanding tar
sands, the oil industry’s “progress and en-

richment” has been to the detriment of the
Indigenous peoples, whose communities
and environment have been poisoned by
its toxic production.
The potential economic value of the
land was recognized by early European.
Explorers and authorities set out to ensure
the vast Athabasca energy reserves would
be under settler control by extinguishing
Aboriginal title through treaty.
The North West Mounted Police (the
RCMP’s forerunner) and missionaries reported that the Dene and Cree peoples
were hesitant to engage in treaty-making,
fearing the loss of the ability to hunt, fish
and trap. However, increased settler encroachment hastened the process. In their
article “A Slow Industrial Genocide,” Jennifer Huseman and Damien Short document
Mountie James Oliver reporting towards
the end of the 19th Century that “[First
Nations] will be more easily dealt with
now than they would be when their country is overrun with prospectors and valuable mines discovered.”
Treaty 8 was signed in 1899 and described as a “colonial trick,” where various promises to respect Indigenous rights
were made in bad faith in order to pave
the way for modern industrial development.
The spirit and intent of Treaty 8 and
other treaties has been subjugated, giving
rise to an arrogant sense of colonial entitlement where “man develops his world” at
all costs.
“We will earn the right to be here for the
next 100 or 200 years,” said Suncor chief
executive Steve Williams at the 50th anniversary event in Fort McMurray, as reported by the CBC. “We have an absolutely
world-class resource that’s been given to
us Canadians.”
Suncor’s right to mine the toxic resource
is the result of the colonial trick of treaty-making, where the Canadian government has a vastly different interpretation
of the treaty relationship than Indigenous
nations, their treaty partners. This makes a
mockery of Prime Minister Trudeau’s ‘nation-to-nation’ rhetoric.

THE TREATY WALL
AND CRIMES AGAINST
HUMANITY
The news of Energy East’s demise dominated headlines and political commentary in October. The narrative was framed
around “business decisions” and regional
and regulatory politics. Aside from a very
small handful of articles that highlighted
the role opposition factored in the decision, the mainstream media and political
commentators have largely ignored that
Energy East did not stand a chance of ever
being built.
Why? Because First Nations’ treaties
“are the wall that are going to stop these
pipeline projects,” according to Grand Chief
Serge Simon of the Mohawk Council of
Kanesatake.

“Industry and government cannot go
over, under or around the treaties,” Simon
told the Leveller.
Simon’s community as well as the Mohawks of Kahnawake are two out of 150
Indigenous communities that recently formed the Treaty Alliance Against Tar
Sands Expansion. “The Treaty is an expression of Indigenous Law prohibiting the
pipelines/trains/tankers that will feed the
expansion of the Alberta Tar Sands,” according to treatyalliance.org.
In May 2014, 70 Indigenous leaders of
the alliance met in Winnipeg to develop a
strategy to block Energy East.
“Both the Northern Gateway fight and
this Energy East one show that when First
Nations stand together, supported by
non-Indigenous allies, we win,” said Simon
in a joint media release with various NGOs
following the Energy East announcement.
“So that’s two tar sands expanding mega-pipelines stopped in their tracks but
it will be a hollow victory if either Kinder
Morgan, Line 3 or Keystone XL are allowed
to steamroll over Indigenous opposition
and serve as an outlet for even more climate-killing tar sands production.”
Simon told the Leveller that the Treaty
Alliance would eventually look towards the
international courts as a recourse against
Canada’s refusal to honour the terms of the
treaties while pushing industrial projects
on Indigenous lands.
“Canada is not respecting treaties, not
respecting international obligations,” he
said. “Hurricanes, wildfires and droughts –
people are being displaced and people are
dying. Eventually I want to make a case for
crimes against humanity, against industry
and against the governments that subsidize them.”
With Indigenous nations on the front
lines against Energy East as they were
against Northern Gateway, the proposal
was doomed from the beginning. This is
evidenced by Simon’s “treaty wall,” and bolstered by the exposure of an illegitimate
federal regulator – the National Energy
Board (NEB).

THE NEB, THE CLIMATE
CHANGE FACTOR AND
THE CHAREST AFFAIR

Ernest Manning address at tar sands inauguration, 1967.
Photo: Alberta Ministry of Culture and Tourism

The NEB is mandated by the Canadian
government as an independent regulatory
body responsible for overseeing the “international and inter-provincial aspects of
the oil, gas and electric utility industries,”
according to its website. In recent years,
and in line with Canada’s ambitions of becoming an “energy superpower,” the federal
regulator has come under increasing scrutiny and criticism for its perceived role in
rubber-stamping pipeline and other energy
projects.
As a result, numerous non-governmental organizations pressed for the NEB to
include tar sands emissions within the environmental impact review.
The Council of Canadians, who have

fought against the Energy East proposal for
over four years, say the pipeline would have
generated over 30 million tonnes of upstream greenhouse gas emissions per year,
enabling a 39 per cent increase in tar sands
production from 2012 levels. It also would
have crossed 2,900 waterways and threatened the drinking water of 5 million people,
including residents of Ottawa-Gatineau.
“We witnessed a People’s Intervention
that forced the climate costs of Energy East
to the forefront of the pipeline review,” said
Aurore Fauret, Tar Sands Campaign Coordinator with 350.org in a joint media release.
“Over 100,000 messages were sent to the
[NEB] demanding it consider all the emissions the project would generate.”
“Two years later, after the NEB accepted to review the climate costs of the pipeline, TransCanada is calling it quits,” she said.
“Other tar sands pipelines like Kinder Morgan
aren’t being subjected to a climate test and
Trudeau’s government needs to change that.”
The intense pressure levied by environmental groups against the NEB coincided
with a series of protests in Québec which
shut down hearings, as well as revelations
concerning the regulator’s cozy relationship with TransCanada.
A debacle known as the Charest Affair
served to implode the review process in the
summer of 2016.
Documents obtained through the Access
to Information Act by the National Observer
exposed a private meeting in January 2015,
held between senior NEB officials and former Quebec premier Jean Charest, a paid
consultant with TransCanada Corp.
As members of a supposedly impartial
body, NEB representatives are forbidden
to privately discuss issues that are before
the Board.
The documents also revealed that a series of meetings were held between the
NEB Energy East panel members and industry lobbyists, federal officials and the
business community to discuss the pipeline
proposal and public opinion and opposition
in Québec.
The NEB initially denied that Energy
East was discussed in the meetings but
were forced to backtrack on their “false
and misleading statements” and later apologized, according to the National Observer.
An email from NEB panelist Jacques
Gauthier to Charest’s law firm, McCarthy
Tétrault, clearly indicates that Energy East
would be a topic of discussion at an upcoming meeting.
The conflict of interest meetings unraveled the review process as the panelists
were forced to step down.
In a statement released at the time, the
NEB claimed that the panelists “acted in
good faith” by agreeing to step down and
did so to “preserve the integrity” of the
Board, a seemingly impossible feat.
For Simon, “the NEB is still the same
damn broken unreliable process.”
The new NEB Energy East review panel
was forced to disregard the previous panel’s decisions after several groups pressed

legal challenges.
For its part, TransCanada refused to submit to a provincial environmental impact
assessment by the Québec regulator – Bureau d’audiences publiques sur l’environnement – which drew considerable criticism.
Strong opposition in Québec forced Trans
Canada to cancel its plans for a marine terminal on the north shore of the Saint Lawrence River at Cacouna as part of the Energy East proposal.

BLACK SNAKES AND
TROJAN HORSES
So do the demise of tar sands expansion
mega pipeline projects like Northern Gateway and Energy East signal the triggering of
an inevitable decline of production at the
site of the world’s third-largest oil reserves?
Simon warns not to get too smug about
it just yet.
“We are far from out of the woods when
it comes to these environmental problems,”
he said. “They are looking at other ways to
get the oil through, looking at increased
tanker traffic along the Saint Lawrence.”
Simon recently received a letter requesting consultation with Mohawk communities to expand a port east of Montréal. The
Contrecoeur Port Terminal expansion project would consist of two berths, an intermodal rail yard and would handle over one
million containers annually.
As the port is not situated on Mohawk
lands, Simon believes that authorities are
seeking consultation with the Mohawk
communities as a result of the Treaty Alliance and the desire to increase infrastructure capacity to facilitate the transport and
export of tar sands bitumen.
Simon believes that with repairs and upgrades to the Enbridge Line 9B pipeline and
increased rail traffic, incorporating holding
tanks into an expanded tanker terminal
would serve to facilitate increased flows of
tar sands oil from Alberta.
“The Saint Lawrence is already one of
the most contaminated waterways in North
America,” he said.
For Simon, even though Energy East was
defeated, industry and government will still
find ways to increase tar sands production,
transportation, and export. The port expansion may represent “another fight.”

THREAT ALERT: “VIOLENT
ABORIGINAL EXTREMISTS”
OR ENVIRONMENTAL
INJUSTICE?
Indigenous opposition is the primary
concern for industry, the federal government and their security peers who dedicate
vast resources to policing Indigenous and
environmental movements that oppose energy projects.
A January 2014 “Critical Infrastructure
Intelligence Assessment” compiled by the
RCMP – Criminal Threats to the Canadian
Petroleum Industry – labels tar sands, pipelines and shale gas opponents as “violent

Aboriginal extremists” and “violent anti-petroleum extremists.”
An appendix to the report on “proposed
petroleum pipelines” describes and assesses opposition to numerous tar sands pipelines including Northern Gateway, Kinder
Morgan’s Trans Mountain expansion, Line
9, TransCanada’s Keystone XL and Energy
East. The RCMP declare that if approved,
Energy East “will be the largest and most
controversial of the planned pipeline projects,” and that “opposition has already
commenced throughout eastern Canada
and the State of Maine.”
The RCMP claim that pipeline opponents “perceive” an environmental threat
from the continued use of fossil fuels and
warn that “publicizing of these concerns
has led to significant, and often negative,
media coverage surrounding the Canadian
petroleum industry.”
Whatever the RCMP may say, the environmental threat posed by tar sands production is scientifically documented, not
mere perception. For acting on this threat,
Indigenous and environmental activists are
labelled and targeted by the RCMP.
Similarly, while the RCMP complains of
negative media coverage, this coverage is a
direct result of the actual negative impacts
of tar sands production. For example, a
study published in the Lancet medical journal on Oct. 19 linked pollution to an estimated 9 million premature deaths per year,
which “disproportionately kills the poor and
the vulnerable.” The Lancet Commission on
pollution and health targeted the tar sands
as a site of environmental injustice.
“In Canada, environmental injustice occurs in the traditional lands of First Nations
(indigenous peoples),” according to the
study. “First Nations are battling the Alberta Oil Sands Project in northern Alberta and
exposure to Canada’s worst air pollution
hotspot in Ontario’s so-called “Chemical
Valley”, where 40% of the country’s chemical manufacturing is located.”
The findings reveal the intersectional
brutality of settler colonialism and environmental racism where the primary targets
and victims are Indigenous peoples whose
lands were first stolen, then polluted.
Moving forward, the onus is on government to “stop subsidizing in the billions
the fossil fuel industry,” according to Simon. “Those billions would be better used
to help us to transition over to a greener
economy… and fight climate change going
into the future.”
“First Nations are going to be critical in
the fight against climate change against
these energy projects that governments
are trying to push through,” he added.
But as pipeline projects crumble, new ones
are proposed, signalling a business as usual
approach for the Canadian government.
“The end of Energy East shows that extreme energy projects are part of our past not
our future,” said Council of Canadians Chairperson Maude Barlow in a press release. “For
all of our sakes, Kinder Morgan, Line 3, Line
10 and Keystone XL must face the same fate.”

INTERNATIONAL

WITHOUT WARNING

Police Brutalize Peaceful Referendum Voters in Catalonia

Spanish military police storm Catalonian polling stations.

Hanna Milne
The world was horrified to
witness state and police violence against crowds of Catalan
voters, including children and
the elderly, when they attempted to vote in a secession referendum that was declared illegal
by the Spanish government.
Reuters and the Telegraph
UK report estimates of 844
injured during the independence referendum held in the
Spanish-occupied region of
Catalonia on Oct. 1. Pictures
of bloodied civilians have surfaced. Within hours of polling
stations opening, shocking
videos hit social media, showing Spanish riot police attacking crowds without provocation, beating voters already on
the ground and even throwing
them down stairs.
This is the price Catalan
citizens paid for attempting to
vote for their independence.

izens taking to social media in
support of “Referendum 1-O”.
The referendum fulfilled a
campaign promise from pro-independence parties in the 2015
Catalan election. This election
resulted in a minority victory
for a coalition made up of the
Democratic Convergence of
Catalonia (CDC), the Republican Left of Catalonia (ERC),
Democrats of Catalonia (DC)
and the Left Movement (MES)
— together known as Junts pel
Sí (“Together for Yes”).
The referendum saw a 92
per cent vote in favour of Catalan independence with a 43
per cent turnout rate. Catalan
officials claim the turnout
would have been higher had
ballot boxes not been seized
and police brutality had not
taken place. Critics say that
those who would have likely
voted “no” simply did not vote
due to all the trouble.
HISTORICAL BAD BLOOD

REFERENDUM 1-O
On Sept. 7, the day after
it was officially announced,
the referendum was declared
illegal by the Spanish government, claiming that it
breached the Spanish Constitution. Nevertheless, Catalan
politicians declared that the
referendum would go ahead as
planned for the 1st of October
(1-O), with many Catalan cit-

Catalonia’s desire for independence is not new, but
rather a desire rich in history.
It revolted in the Franco-Spanish War (1635-1659) and has
remained largely in favour of
secession — most famously
during the Spanish Civil War
(1936-1939), where it fought
against the fascist Nationalists
led by General Franco. Under
the Franco dictatorship, Cat-
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alan autonomy was promptly crushed, with the Catalan
language banned from public
spheres and thousands of Catalonian citizens imprisoned,
exiled or executed. Catalonia’s
fight for independence has always been a difficult and deadly goal to achieve.
ESCALATING TENSIONS
Leading up to the referendum, the Spanish government
launched Operation Anubis,
with the goal of putting a
stop to the referendum before
it even started. Catalan representatives were taken into
custody by the Spanish Civil
Guard and printing companies were raided in search of
ballot boxes and papers. The
area faced an increased state
police presence, in an apparent attempt to intimidate
would-be voters.
Catalan citizens fought
back against the Civil Guard,
surrounding and damaging
Civil Guard cars and preventing the arrested representatives
from being taken from the
area. The Civil Guard made
calls for backup to the Catalan
police, who ignored them. In
turn, Spain called on police
from all across the country to
travel to Catalonia for the October 1st referendum and continue ballot-box seizure and
poll centre closure.

BRUTALITY EN MASSE
The day of the referendum
seized the attention of the globe,
as social media was flooded
with photos and videos of police brutality in Catalonia. There
were reports of batons and
projectiles being used on civilians, while the police launched
seemingly-unprovoked attacks
on crowds of voters. Videos of
local firefighters going head-tohead with Spanish police and
forming human shields around
voters shocked the globe, in
addition to footage of civilians
being beaten into submission
and thrown down flights of
stairs. Ballot boxes were seized
by force and voting centres shut
down. Prominent figures from
around the globe were quick to
condemn the violence, but the
European Union refused to mediate, calling the referendum a
“domestic issue.” Anti-independence rallies held around Spain
quickly gained notoriety, with
videos surfacing of citizens clad
in the Spanish flag performing
nazi salutes. Only one word
could describe the situation:
fascism.
VOTES AND FEARS
Catalan “yes” voters persisted in their bid for independence, showing up to polling
stations in droves. Despite
the positivity surrounding the

vote, many are worried about
what would happen with either outcome.
Marina, a young woman from Catalonia, told the
Leveller “Catalan powers are
responsible [for] this blind
support for independence,
without questioning anything.
This [automatic support from
the public] scares me.”
However, she fears the
actions of the Spanish government as well, saying “The
Spanish government… is all
authoritative attitude and no
dialogue. I don’t want to be
under the authority of [either] state, not Spanish, nor
Catalan.”
Ethnic and religious minority groups in the region
are caught in the crossfire.
As of 2012, ethnic minorities
make up almost 16 per cent
of the Catalan population.
Aitana Guia, a historian for
Archive History, writes that
they are “predominantly
Spanish speakers from Latin America, Muslims from
North Africa and Pakistan,
and Eastern Europeans from
Romania.”
A desire to foster Catalan identity and sovereignty
can lead to the exclusion of
“outsiders.” Guia notes that,
“similar to sovereigntists’ demands for laws such as Bill
101 guaranteeing the survival
and hegemony of French over
English in Quebec, Catalan
nationalists are suspicious of
the large Spanish-speaking
group in Catalonia and perceive it as an obstacle for the
Catalan cultural hegemony
they envisage.”
In addition, the Catalan
government has been reluctant to protect the religious
rights of Muslims, compared
to other Spanish regions. For
example, the government
has refused to implement an
agreement whereby public
schools would offer optional
classes on Islam when enough
parents request it.
While the current Catalan
government presents itself as
leftists and progressive, more
repugnant forms of nationalism have also been on the rise

this past decade. As recently as
2011, the anti-immigrant and
fascistic Platforma party called
for a Nazi-inspired “Night of
the Long Knives” against Muslim clerics in Catalonia, and
still won 16 out of 67 municipal council seats that same
year.
More generally, as Guia
notes that “Post-independence Catalonia is unlikely to
welcome immigrants unless
they are ‘assimilable’ (visible
minorities tend not to be included in this category) and
willing to culturally assimilate, as the former president
of the Catalan government
often explained.”
So although Catalonia’s bid
for independence seems noble
on the surface, the heightened
nationalism it entails could
turn dangerous for minority
groups in the region.
AFTERMATH
After the violence during
the referendum, Catalan citizens performed a general
strike in protest of the Spanish government’s actions.
Catalan president Carles
Puigdemont declared independence after the referendum, but quickly suspended
it in order to allow negotiations between Catalonia and
Spain to take place.
After Puigdemont missed
two deadlines regarding “clarification” of Catalonia’s position, Spain announced it was
triggering Article 155 of the
Spanish constitution. This article allows Spain to assert direct
rule over a semi-autonomous
region.
The decision has been met
with harsh criticism, with
many calling it “extreme” and
an attack on democracy itself. It seems that Catalonia’s
struggle for independence
is escalating each day. With
the disproportionate use of
police forces, an imposition
of direct rule over Catalonia
and telltale signs of fascism
surfacing surrounding the independence bid, the situation
remains fluid and worthy of
attention.

THE GENDERED NATURE OF
A NATURAL DISASTER
Mexico City earthquake hits women hardest

Paulina Ascencio
& Florencia González Guerra
On Tuesday Sept. 19 a
level 7.1 earthquake shook
Mexico City at 1:15 in the
afternoon. As rescue efforts
were coming to an end, the
official numbers revealed an
important gender disparity
on the number of deaths in
Mexico’s Capital. Two-hundred and twenty-eight people
were killed by the earthquake.
Women outnumbered men
136 to 84 — representing an
upwards of 60 per cent of the
fatalities.
These numbers reveal reveal that the effects of natural
disasters follow gender lines.
Many of the earthquake victims were domestic workers,
homemakers, and precarious
women workers.
Most of the 38 collapsed
buildings were residential
buildings. Who is home at
1:15 p.m. on a weekday? Domestic workers or women
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cooking lunch. According to
the Mexican National Institute
of Statistics (INEGI), 77.2 per
cent of domestic work is done
by women and 95 per cent of
domestic help are women.
One of the collapsed buildings, a four-storey complex
located on 186 Simón Bolívar
Street, was a place of employment where women primarily worked. Each floor was
dedicated to the manufacture
and sale of different products
such as women’s garments,
imitation jewelry and auto
parts. All of these businesses
followed an export-oriented
economic model, which involved a feminization of the
labour force.
Fifteen people died when
this building collapsed; 12
were women, 3 were men and
the 34 survivors were mostly
women.
A large number of the female employees in the building were not registered as
formal workers with the Mex-

ican Institute of Social Insurance, which is the equivalent
of working without a Social
Insurance Number in Canada. Still, the few that were
registered as formal workers
were registered with daily
wages oscillating between
85 to 314 Mexican pesos, the
equivalent of six to 21 Canadian dollars.
The deaths of precarious
working women in Mexico
City’s factories during earthquakes is not a new occurrence. Thousands of women
were killed following the
devastating 1985 earthquake
— which also occurred on
Sept. 19 — when 800 textile
factories collapsed. Most of
these factories were clandestine, serving as unregulated
and precarious workplaces for
thousands of women. From
this tragic event the first women’s labour union in Mexico
was formed, the “Unión de
costureras en Lucha” (the
union of fighting seamstress-

Feminist Brigade in 186 Bolivar building.

es, roughly.)
Jie Ting Huang, a 23 yearold Taiwanese woman and
worker at “ABC Toys” survived
the 2017 Bolìvar building collapse. She explained to the
Spanish-language
newspaper Animal Político that she
was not able to go back to
Taiwan after the catastrophic
events because her employer
held her passport and identity documents. The Animal
Politico also reported that she
expressed deep sadness at the
death of her colleagues and
friends, but also outrage and
disappointment that her employer would allow employees to work in such a poorly

constructed building. She
worked every day from 9a.m.
to 8p.m. without health insurance or days off.
In the hours immediately
following the quake, a Facebook page called the Feminist
Brigade was created to share
crucial information regarding
the rescue efforts underway
concerning a collapsed factory building in the La Obrera
district. As Vice reported, the
Brigade formed to help with
the rescue efforts, and specifically, to advocate for the
high numbers of voiceless,
undocumented women from
Asia and Central America that
worked there.
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The Brigadistas were onsite until the last person was
pulled out of the rubble.
Then they focused on putting pressure through social
media on the Government,
to reclaim victims’ information, and the names of the
business owners and those
responsible for the poorly
maintained buildings.
On Sept. 24 the Feminist
Brigade held a memorial on
the site of the factory collapse
where they chanted together “A single worker is worth
more than all of your machinery, the life of a woman
is worth more than all the
buildings in the world.”

INTERNATIONAL

PROBLEMS BEHIND THE KURDISH
REFERENDUM IN NORTHERN IRAQ

Semi-Autonomous Kurdistan region of Iraq holds a non-binding referendum against the
will of the federal government of Iraq, minorities and the international community
Hamzeh Hadad
The Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) held a
non-binding referendum in
northern Iraq on September 25, 2017 asking citizens
whether they wanted to secede from Iraq. There was a
push from the Iraqi federal
government and the international community to not hold
the referendum. However,
the KRG went through with
the vote, despite its lack of legality and historical claim to
the land in question. There is
now growing tension between
multiple factions in Iraq, raising fears of violent escalation.
The Kurdish referendum
is contrary to the first article
of the Iraqi constitution that
states, “the Republic of Iraq is
a single federal, independent
and fully sovereign state in
which the system of government is republican, representative, parliamentary, and
democratic, and this Constitution is a guarantor of the
unity of Iraq”.
The constitution was adopted by the majority of
Iraqis in a national referendum held in 2005. Also, the
largest percentage of approval to adopt the constitution

came from the three Kurdish
provinces under the KRG’s
administration. The Iraqi Supreme Court ruled it would
be illegal for the KRG to hold
a referendum on secession
based on the constitution.
The Iraqi Supreme Court’s
ruling did not stop the KRG
from holding the referendum
and neither did pressure the
United States and United
Nations. The federal government of Iraq and the international community feared
the referendum would destabilize the war effort in Iraq
against Daesh (which is the
Arabic acronym for the socalled ‘Islamic State’).
The referendum was not
only held in the Kurdistan region of Iraq but also in contested areas that are outside
the region’s historic borders
— that are also claimed by the
federal government. The disputed areas are where many
of Iraq’s minorities are located. Many of those minorities
are Turkmen, Assyrians and
Yezidis who are neither Kurdish nor Arab and are indigenous to these lands. Many
could not vote because they
have been displaced due to
the war against Daesh and the
ones that did were forced to

vote yes in fear of facing consequences by KRG authority.
Even inside the areas
where the KRG’s authority
is recognized, Indigenous
Assyrians have contested
the legitimacy of the KRG
since its inception. Creating a Kurdish state without
consulting the territory’s Indigenous populations is as
problematic in Iraq as it is
here in Canada, in the case
of Québec sovereignty.
The referendum was held
while the war against Daesh
is ongoing, with no international monitors to give it
legitimacy. Therefore, the results of the referendum are
questionable. The turnout
was supposedly 73% with
nearly 93% voting in favour
of independence. However,
specifics of how each city voted was not released. While it
is no secret many Kurds aspire for statehood, many who
did not chose to abstain from
voting rather than voting no
as their form of disapproval.
The lack of specifics to the
vote is problematic. It does not
provide insight on which areas
prefer to secede and it does
not differentiate between the
Kurdistan region and the disputed territories, or in Assyr-

ian towns like Alqosh, which
has little to no Kurds that live
there, yet is still claimed by the
KRG as Kurdish.
For many minorities like
Assyrians who are natives
to the land, dividing Iraq is
not a desirable option. Natives of Iraq do not want to
see their ancestral homeland
land split along ethnic lines
they cannot identify with or
recognize. As Iraqi citizens,
Assyrians have the ability to
preserve their ethnic identities, especially if Article 125
for self-administration is finally implemented. In contrast, their ethnic identity is
currently suppressed under
an ethnic state like Kurdistan.
Kurdish desires for independence from what they see
as an oppressive Arab state is
not wrong. However, making
unilateral decisions, imposing
their will on others and secession on contested land without
legitimate input from indigenous minorities is wrong. Iraq
has seen enough violence in
the past four decades, it does
not need to experience anymore. Instead, there should be
multilateral dialogue between
the federal government of Iraq,
the KRG and minorities to determine their future.

The Erbil citadel, a UNESCO World Heritage site in downtown Erbil,
Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

Secession on contested
land without legitimate
input from Indigenous
minorities is wrong.

After a long campaign by workers, Ontario’s Liberal
government introduced Bill 148, the Fair Workplaces, Better
Jobs Act, which will raise the minimum wage to $15/hour by
January 2019, and make make other positive changes to labour
law in the province.
Unsurprisingly, the Progressive Conservatives under Patrick
Brown as well as the business lobby are vehemently opposed
to these changes. But we must absolutely ensure that Bill 148
passes into law as soon as possible, and that any amendments
made along the way strengthen the bill rather than weaken it.
Please take a moment to tell your MPP to strengthen and pass
Bill 148 as soon as possible using the Ontario Federation of
Labour online action tool at:

MakeItFair.ca
psac-ncr.com
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Whom will the
Liberals stick up for:

or

the

Canadians don’t deserve to be gouged by sky-high bank fees.
We deserve a public option. While the big banks rake in billions each
year, they oppose the idea of bringing back our postal bank.
A postal bank could offer a better option for people who currently
use payday lenders, and financial inclusion for remote and rural
communities. It could help build social infrastructure. And it could
redirect some of those billions in profits from the banking sector,
putting them into our post office and our public services.
That’s why a postal bank is widely supported.
That’s why the big banks don’t want any part of postal banking.

But it’s not their decision. It’s the Liberals.
So Mr. Trudeau: Which side are you on?
the Canadian Union of Postal Workers
12
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RECLAIMING INDIGENOUS
BIRTHING PRACTICES

Sacred Generations Doulas is making reproductive care more
accessible to Indigenous communities

Michaela Montour (Left), Marion Morton (Middle) and Paige Kendell (right) showing support
for Indigenous midwifery in Manitoba.

Kira Locken
& Gowlene Selvavijayan
A group of full spectrum
doulas, or “birth companions,” are making reproductive care and services more accessible to Indigenous folks in
the Ottawa-Gatineau region.
Paige Kendell, Marion
Morton and Michaela Montour — three Indigenous
women from different walks
of life — crossed paths at an
Indigenous-specific full spectrum doula training program
organized by the Native Youth
Sexual Health Network and

Photo: Paige Kendell

Doulas of North America.
“We had noticed that there
were no organizations of Indigenous doulas,” Kendell
said to the Leveller.
In March 2016, the three
founded Sacred Generations
Doulas, which according to
Kendell is the first collective
of Indigenous doulas to be
formalized in Ontario. The
group sought to make doula
care and knowledge accessible to Indigenous people,
who usually face barriers and
stigma — such as financial accessibility, language barriers,
dismissal of Indigenous tradi-

tion and costly transportation
— when attempting to access
reproductive care.
Full spectrum doulas offer
support for an entire spectrum of pregnancy outcomes,
including birth, abortion,
adoption, miscarriage and
stillbirths, as well as advocacy
for patients’ rights. This is in
contrast with traditional doulas, who tend to simply offer
support in the birth process.
The role of a full-spectrum
doula has parallels in traditional Indigenous culture. “In
every Indigenous community,
there was always something
called ‘aunties’, which is essentially the same kind of idea
[as a full-spectrum doula] —
they’re the support in a woman or girl’s life growing up and
teach them about their health,
their hygiene, their wellbeing,
their birth and menopause,”
Kendell said.
Modern medical practice
tends to cut Indigenous women off from their communities, in contrast. Those seeking
reproductive services from rural Indigenous communities
are often forced to come into
the city alone to access these
services.
Health Canada’s website
explains that their Non-Insured Health Benefits program limits reimbursement

for the transportation of
“non-medical escorts.” This
means that supportive family and friends may only
be covered at the request
of a health professional —
if, for instance, “the client
has a physical/mental disability such that he or she
cannot travel without help;
is medically incapacitated; is a minor and needs to
be accompanied; requires
legal consent by a parent
or guardian; or requires a
translator, if translation services are not available at the
health facility.”
Kendell asserts that the
stress these people experience
while travelling to another
city alone, in addition to the
usual stress of giving birth, is
“unfair.”
“It creates very traumatic
birth experiences,” she said.
While the Sacred Generations doulahs cannot travel to
distant Indigenous communities, they can make mothers
feel at home in the city, by
giving them a caring and culturally-appropriate pregnancy
experience. They work hard to
make their program more accessible and comfortable for
their Indigenous clients, who
make up the vast majority of
their practice.
“We’re trying to make it a

WHODUNIT ?

little bit easier [for them] by
including Indigenous traditions like smudging during
a child’s birth or providing
specific ceremonies to make
it more comfortable for mom
and baby until everybody else
arrives,” Kendell explained.
Sacred Generations also
acts as a liaison between their
clients and hospital staff, ensuring their client has all the
information they need to give
informed consent regarding
medical care offered to them.
“We all come from different situations where consent
was not given,” Kendell said.
Canadian society as a
whole has also done a poor
of respecting the consent of
Indigenous women, from the
disproportionately high levels of First Nations women
subjugated to forced sterilizations in the past (Alberta,
1937-1972), to the shocking
levels of sexual violence they
face in the present.
To Kendell, the group’s
decision to prioritize consent
is also rooted in personal experience.
Three years ago, Kendell’s
decision to have an abortion
was stigmatized by some of
the people around her. She
was called a slut by someone
she trusted. This person also
threatened to end all commu-

nications with her should she
go through with her decision.
Despite her abortion being
her choice alone, she felt pressured to lie and told the person she had miscarried.
“[Consent] is something
that isn’t taught,” Kendell said.
By making this knowledge and doula services more
accessible, Kendell says the
group hopes to reclaim Indigenous birthing traditions
and teachings and bring it
back to their communities,
into their homes.
“Being in this city, being
on Algonquin territory…
and especially having a really white way of life, we don’t
really have that same [traditional lifestyle]. So [we’re]
providing [the knowledge of
traditions] back to the Indigenous people and showing them traditional ways
of managing womanhood,”
Kendell said.
The organization hopes to
expand its reach so that every
Indigenous community and
Indigenous midwife has a full
spectrum doula.
The collective says they
“[want to be able to] reach every community, and not just
provide that care, but teach
other people to provide that
same care that once existed in
the form of aunties.”

MATCH THESE WORDS OF
WISDOM TO THE PUBLIC FIGURE!

A. “If they come to ethnically cleanse me / Will you speak out? Will you defend me? / Freedom of expression doesn’t make it alright
/ Trampled underfoot by the rise of the right.”

1.

“When someone with a beard attacks us, we tap phones, we invoke travel bans, we build walls, we take every possible precaution
to make sure it doesn’t happen again. But when an American buys a gun and kills other Americans, then there’s nothing we can do
about it.”

Ken Msonda, Spokesperson
for the Malawian People’s
Party on LGBTQ+ folks

2.

Kanahus Manuel, Secwepemc activist
arrested during Standing Rock protests

C. “If you want to prevent women from being forced to wear a veil, maybe you don’t want to be a society that forces women not to
wear a veil.”

3.

Gord Downie, rock musician

D.

“We decided that these would be the social norms now and we just went for it.”

4.

E.

“Arresting them won’t address this problem because sooner or later they are being released on bail. The best way to deal with this
problem is to KILL them!”

Khanyi Mbau, South African TV host
and actress on Dove’s controversial
and allegedly racist advertisement

F.

“We still think of a powerful man as a born leader and a powerful woman as an anomaly.”

5.

Justin Trudeau, Canadian Prime Minister

6.

Desmond Cole, anti-carding
activist and journalist

7.

Mark Zuckerberg, founder
and CEO of Facebook

B.

G. “I stand in support of the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nations and all Canadians who find themselves with no voice in our present
version of democracy, who are trying to come up with the entry fee that gets them a seat at the table where their pollution future is
being discussed.”
H. “The police started to mobilize…they came over the hill like a war movie. They looked like war machines to us as civilians having
not ever seen these machines before. We started to retreat because they were overpowering us.”

8.

Jimmy Kimmel, talk show host

I.

“My view on this whole issue is that South Africans need to let the race thing rest now. We have become too sensitive about
everything; the slightest thing, we think it’s an attack on the black man.”

9.

J.

“I talk about race to survive. If I diminish the role my skin colour plays in my life, and in the lives of all racialized people, I can’t
change anything.”

Pop Will Eat Itself “Ich Bin Ein Auslander
[I Am A Foreigner]” (1994 single)

10. Margaret Atwood, author

9
8
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a.) Pop; b.) Kimmel; c.) Trudeau; d.) Zuckerberg; e.) Msonda; f.) Atwood; g.) Downie; h.) Manuel; i.) Mbau; j.) Cole
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VENUS ENVY
ADVISORY:
SEXUAL HEALTH & PLEASURE ALERT

CARLETON’S FEM
FILM FEST
Celebrating diversity in cinema

Scenes from Hidden Figures, He Named Me Malala and Mean Girls.

Meral Jamal

Q:

DEAR VE,
My partner and I have been together for
quite a while now and we have a great sex
life, though it is a tad vanilla. I’ve always
had an interest in BDSM but I’m not quite
sure how to broach the subject with my
partner, especially since we’re already so
happy in bed. How would you recommend
I introduce some kink into the bedroom
without either spoiling the possible surprise or scaring or turning off my partner?
- Feeling Naughty in Nepean

A:

DEAR FEELING NAUGHTY IN NEPEAN,
Most of us talk about sex a lot less than
we have sex. Even when we’re the kind of
responsible, grown-ass adults who learn
to ask “May I…?” and “Do you like…?”
and “Should I stop or keep going?” when
it comes to sex. Those kind of consent
checking-in questions are great (and necessary!!), but they’re also the most basic
of sexual communication.
I say this because the first rule of kink
is that you have to talk about kink.
Buying flowers, doing the dishes, getting a pizza delivered during an essay
writing all-nighter – these are all nice
surprises for your partner. Spanking,
nipple clamps, commanding your partner… these are things you need to talk
about first. Sure, pulling out handcuffs
mid-session could be just the kind of surprise that someone’s been waiting for,
but it could also be a disaster that ranges
from mildly annoying to massively triggering. In this case, spoiling the surprise
is the way to make sure you’re not scaring or turning off your partner.

I know that it can be really difficult to talk
about sex. It’s vulnerable and scary, and
usually no one teaches us how to do it well,
if at all. Luckily, in 2017 you have a little bit
of an advantage in bringing up this topic,
because we now live in a world where 50
Shades of Gray is an actual cultural phenomenon. So let that be your opening if
you want. You could try something like – “I
know 50 Shades of Grey is a horribly misogynistic movie with a plotline that would
annoy even the creators of Snakes on a
Plane, but I did think that one spanking
scene was pretty hot. What about you? Is
that something you’ve ever tried/would be
into trying?” If you can’t bring yourself to
put 50 shades in the same sentence as your
sex life, you can of course use a different
movie or TV show and use that to bring it
up. (Billions is my current favourite TV show
for a great representation of kink).
And then if your partner is interested,
you get to decide what things you actually want to do with each other. You could
make a date to fill out a yes/no/maybe
list together, where you both separately
answer yes, no, or maybe to a list of possible kink activities, and then come together
to discuss and decide what to try. You can
find versions of these lists through google,
or you can use Kindu, the app version of a
yes/no/maybe list. You could also watch
porn, read a book, or visit a sex store together to see if anything sparks your
imagination or gets you going.
Try to bring up new things when you’re not
having sex, and not just about to have sex.
It doesn’t have to be a serious, sit-down
kind of conversation. Just bring it up as
something that you’re excited about exploring with your partner, and make it clear
that you love the sex you’re having and
want to keep trying new things together.
- Sam Whittle, Sex Educator and Owner
of Venus Envy

From Oct. 16-20, the Womyn’s Centre at Carleton University in collaboration with
the Carleton University Students’ Association hosted its
first Fem Film Fest.
The daily lineup of movies
was based on categories such
as queer and trans women in
film, women of colour in film,
women in action and women
in comedy. The movies consisted of classics and fan favourites such as Mean Girls and
Clueless, but also more recent
ones such as Hidden Figures,
He Named Me Malala and Margarita with a Straw. Harar Hall,
the organizer for the event,
said that “Movies are a really
great way of connecting people with ideas that they may
have never encountered before in a very entertaining way.
Beyond that, I think that it’s
important to celebrate the talents of women and feminists
as they break down barriers in
representation and ideology.”
The four-day event also
had a “Fem(me) Talk” in its
schedule. It began with an introduction by two Carleton
students – who identified
themselves as Ellie and Danielle – and took place in the
cozy purple office of the Womyn’s Centre. The talk took a
New York Times article called
“Look Who’s Still Talking the
Most in Movies: White Men”
as its starting point, which
was based on research recently conducted by the University of Southern California.
Analyzing the scripts of 1000
popular films, this research
found that 4900 out of 7000
characters were men, while
only a little more than 2000

SEND QUESTIONS YOU WANT ANSWERED IN TO EDITORS.THE.LEVELLER@GMAIL.COM

Upcoming Workshops at

venus envy
Going Down: A Guide to Fellatio

Monday Oct 30 6:30pm. $20/$10 student price

Having Sex When It’s Complicated

Monday Nov 13 6:30pm. $10/$5 student price

How to Talk to Your Kids About Porn
Tuesday Nov 14 6:30pm. $10/$5 student price

Getting Hot

Wednesday Nov 15 7:30pm. $10/$5 student price

For more information or to register, visit www.venusenvy.ca

226 Bank St, Ottawa, (613) 789-4646
To order: 877-370-9288 or venusenvy.ca
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characters were women. In
addition, men were given
more than twice the amount
of dialogue – 37000 to be exact – as compared to women
who were given only 15000.
In addition, men were involved in over twice as many
on-screen dialogues as women – 37000 to 15000.
Other topics highlighted in the Fem(me) Talk included the representation of
people of colour in films and
the lack of representation of
people with disabilities. Why
are Middle Eastern characters
consistently typecast as terrorists or taxi drivers? Why
are Asian characters always
shopkeepers? Why are Black
women depicted as “angry”?
Why are Black men portrayed
as thugs or thieves? And why
are people with disabilities
regularly victimized? Most
importantly, why are the roles
of different people with different stories still being written by cisgender, white men?
And why is much of the film
industry still owned by them?
The talk ended on a positive and hopeful note. Attendees were asked to share
what their hopes are for the
future of women in film. Reflecting the diverse audience,
responses ranged from wanting to see more women cast as
villains, more butch lesbians,
and more women shown to
be inherently strong and not
just survivors and victims, to
seeing people with disabilities
as leading characters and not
simply victims or confined to
living in hospitals.
The Fem Film Fest made
an explicit effort to make
sure their own offerings were
diverse and accessible. “We

partnered with both the Gender and Sexuality Resource
Centre, and the Race, Ethnicity and Cultural Hall to show
the movies from queer and
trans women and women of
colour,” Hall explained. “But
we’ve also made sure to use
venues that are accessible
and consistently have folks
that are trained in peer support on hand.”
Hall believes that this kind
of diversity represents a bright
future for film. “In many ways
representation is improving;
more female directors are being recognized for their brilliance, there are more women
being highlighted in comedy.
Genres that have historically
been terrible to women like
horror have started putting
[different] spins on the ideas
of female fragility.”
Even the revelation of multiple sexual assault allegations
against famed Hollywood
producer Harvey Weinstein
represent a certain kind of
progress – while also showing how far we have to go.
Hall explained, “the reaction
to Weinstein is a lot better
than the reaction to Woody
Allen, but it took years of film
companies and others in the
industry covering for Weinstein before his crimes came
to light. We can’t allow perpetrators to continue to have influence and receive accolades
at the expense of survivors’
health, safety and well-being.
The movies that these men
make should not be more
important than the lives they
have harmed.”
The four days of fem film
ended on a positive note,
popcorn, and two hours of
Mean Girls.

CULTURE
NEWS • 12 MARCH 2043

FUTURE CLIPPINGS

PARLIAMENT LATE ON
RENT, RAVEN SYSTEM
TO BLAME
ADAM ASHBY GIBBARD
The federal government has come under fire for not
having paid its rent in over six months for land that includes the Parliament Buildings. Representatives from
the Algonquin Nation note that this is the second time
this year that the government has fallen behind in its
rent — and the tenth time overall since the UN oversaw
the Canadian Land Claims Tribunal. This 2039 Tribunal returned hundreds of thousands of hectares of Crown land
to the Algonquin Nation, among other Indigenous groups
throughout Canada.
Ella-Grace Margaret Trudeau, Indigenous Affairs Minister for Land Repatriation and Leasing Services, has come
out saying “We are working on solving the problem with
our Raven payment system, but it may still be a couple
more months until the core issues are solved.” The Raven
system was set up after the Tribunal as a term of the land
lease. Previous Crown land that is still being used by the
government had to be administered by a simple payment
system, but the Raven program has been criticised for
being overly complicated and bureaucratic.
While the final ruling of the Tribunal was very controversial at the time, it’s now become an important
characteristic of Canada’s identity. Land under Indigenous control has to meet some of the highest
environmental standards in the world, which has led
Canada to become a world leader in green technology and the reduction of greenhouse gases. A recent
study found that since the Tribunal’s redistribution,

HOROSCOPES
XL Petite
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Algonquin-leased land has gone up in value compared
to Crown land, due to the good management practices
and environmental beautification undertaken by the
Algonquin people.
A speaker for the Algonquin Nation was quick to reassure people that no one is going to be evicted, despite
the government’s bungling of payment. “This land was
always meant to be shared and even though it’s taken
this long, and caused us all to suffer needlessly, we are
happy that balance is being restored and that the land
and people are beginning to heal.”

ROVER
PARKING
Will it launch in Ottawa?
Caroline Rodriguez-Charette
Rover Parking, a mobile
app that helps users find and
share empty parking spots
— the AirBnB of parking —
wants to launch in Ottawa.
But they may not be able to
offer their business here, in
the face of the City of Ottawa
current by-laws.
Founders Grant Brigden
and Tim Wootton say they anticipate launching Rover Parking within the next month and
a half at the latest. Their plan
is to focus on areas in Ottawa
that are near universities, hospitals and event stadiums. In
order for that to happen, they
will need a critical supply of
parking spaces — and to convince the City of Ottawa.
The City of Ottawa’s current stance on Rover Parking may prevent them from
launching. With the exception of commercials lots, the
rental of parking spaces is
prohibited in Ottawa.
“Renting parking spaces is
considered a non-accessory

[or supplemental] use and is
forbidden under the Zoning
By-law 2008-250,” said Roger
Chapman, the Manager of Bylaw and Regulatory Services
for the City of Ottawa.
Rover Parking started in
Toronto in July 2015 . Since
then, Brigden and Wootton
have been working with the
Toronto Transit Commission
(TTC) along with municipal
government parking lots that
have been shut down.
“Cities and communities
are running out of room,
there’s no more ledge, you
can’t just create more land obviously, so the common sense
approach is to look to other
areas where there’s parking
availability and start to utilize
that parking for the general
public,” said Brigden.
Rover Parking would allow a home-owner to rent out
their driveway for a few hours
while they away at work, for
example — essentially creating
new temporary parking spaces
where there were none before.
The City of Toronto is

working proactively with Rover because they realize that,
in spite of current bylaws, it
might provide a viable solution to their shortage of parking spaces.
Some parking providers
in Ottawa believe they could
benefit from Rover Parking, or
and do not feel like it would
affect their parking businesses
in Ottawa.
“We are currently sold out
of parking and we have a large
wait list, so an app like [Rover Parking] would definitely
help our students,” said Brian
Langer, Operations Supervisor of Parking, Lockers, CoinOps and Card Services at Algonquin College.
Christopher Moy, assistant
director of the Department of
University Safety at Carleton
University says he does not
see Rover Parking causing a
major impact. This is because
there are few spaces close
to the University that Rover
could use. “Most people park
at Carleton [itself] due to its
proximity to their classes and

Nothing says Canadian national pride like using the institutional power of a university to side with white men who
have their feelings hurt instead
of Muslim women of colour
who are standing in solidarity with Indigenous students.
Scorpions sometimes live under a rock, so this should catch
you up: goo.gl/f9nMLD
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Listen carefully to the sound
of potatoes frying Saggi –
not in a deep fryer. All the
subtlety is lost in a deep fryer. Life is too complex for
deep fryers, cook your potatoes with onions and garlic
in a shallow pan. Only then
will you realize that need to
wash your shirt before going
on a date.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

Haikuroscope for you old
friend!
Those who seek the truth
Can’t find it in nouns or laws
Truth is a verb, yo.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Photo: Caroline
Rodriguez-Charette

offices, and because for them
it is preferable to commuting,” said Moy.
In order to use Rover Parking, property owners are required to comply with all applicable laws. These includes
tax requirements, rules and
regulations that may apply
to parking spaces, zoning,
rentals and property licenses
— and again, the regulatory
regime in Ottawa does not allow for Rover’s business model to function.
Only time will tell if Rover Parking will work or impact parking in Ottawa, said
Langer.

Aquarius, next time you find
yourself in the situation of
wearing someone’s traditional clothing and greeting
them on their special day,
remember to study a bit
more than PM J.T. when he
told Diwali goers, “Diwali
Mubaraak.”
PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20)

Hallowe’en is upon us Pisces! This year, you should
feel more confident dressed
as white male fragility. It’s a
stroke of genius to represent
that as a mirror, your psychoanalytic cheerleader!

ARIES (March 21 - April 19)

Aries, remind your Insta
friends that eagle feathers and
hijabs are not alright for Halloween costumes!
TAURUS (April 20 - May 20)

Taurus, as Ice Cube reminds
us, Black Lives Matter, is
not chit chatter: y2u.be/SSKRLZSzCXA
GEMINI (May 21 - June 20)

Singh is King, Gemini! He
wasn’t the most left candidate,
but he was perhaps the most
stylish. Hopefully the NDP
will pull him in line with the
left and then there can be
some sort of bizarre dance-off
between the dashing young
men vying to run the colony
in the next election.
CANCER (June 21 - July 22)

Stop it dude, this has gone on
long enough! You just need to
buy smaller bags of potatoes,
you can’t just give out potatoes as a “door prize” every
time someone comes to visit.
LEO (July 23 - Aug. 22)

Leo, I think I saw the dark side
of the moon while astrologizing last night! It was epic. Then
I realized that I just fell asleep
in my armchair listening to
Pink Floyd records…
VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

Ian Campeau is moving on
from A Tribe Called Red, Virgo! But awesomely, it’s because he wants to focus more
on politics. Join us all in wishing him well this month!
LIBRA (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)

Libra, it doesn’t matter that
you ploughed face-first into
the stage doing the worm,
what matters is that you had
the confidence to try!

Work in Community
Connect with an exciting netw ork of like-minded social change-makers in a diverse and
inclusive spac e. Pe ect for nonprofits , freelancers, entrepreneurs and consultants.
Book your next community event or board meeting in one of our many bright beautiful rooms.

Come b y for a visit!
Call 613-566-3448 or email info@25onecommunit y.ca for a tour of the space!
awa
Or just drop b y! 251 Bank St. 2nd floor (corner of Cooper St.),
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